
 
 
 

 
 
Zan Tyler 
 
Zan Tyler's life as a speaker, writer, homeschooling mother and 
advocate was born over twenty years ago with a sense of God's calling 
and in the midst of great adversity. In 1984, Zan and Joe Tyler found 
themselves in a quandary when their local school board denied their 
initial application to homeschool. In a follow-up meeting, the South 
Carolina State Superintendent of Education threatened Zan with jail. 
The Tyler family spent the next eight years fighting for the rights of SC 
homeschoolers in the legislature, in the judicial system, and in the 
court of public opinion. Zan and Joe homeschooled each of their 
children from kindergarten through high school, for a total of twenty-
one years. 
 
As an acquisitions editor for Apologia, Zan's goal is to develop and 
publish biblically-based resources that will empower parents in the 
purpose and process of homeschooling. She says, "In 1984, I read a 
book that gave me the courage and the vision to homeschool despite 
overwhelming obstacles. I know firsthand the power of the written 
word to equip us to pursue God's calling in our lives. My passion at 
Apologia is to bring the best possible authors and resources into the 
lives of homeschooling parents. " 



 
 
In addition to developing homeschooling resources, Zan derives deep 
joy from speaking to and encouraging homeschooling parents across 
the country and around the globe. "After speaking at a conference in 
Japan, I spent time with a mother who said, 'You gave me strength 
because you gave me Christ.' My heart soared because my greatest 
desire is to give parents a sustainable vision for raising their children 
for Christ while providing them the very best education." 
 
Zan is the author of Seven Tools for Cultivating Your Child's Potential. 
She is a popular on-line columnist and her articles appear in a variety 
of publications including homeschooling magazines, the Court Report, 
and academic journals. 
 
Zan founded the South Carolina Association of Independent Home 
Schools in 1990 and served as its president for 10 years. In 1987 she 
was honored as the South Carolina Homemaker of the Year. 
Additionally, she co-authored the book Anyone Can Homeschool with 
Dr Terry Dorian in 1996. In 1999 she appeared on NBC's Today Show 
with Katie Couric. The Governor of South Carolina awarded Zan the 
Order of the Palmetto in 1998, the highest honor a civilian can receive. 
 
Zan has recently served as the National Grassroots Director for 
ParentalRights.org and as the Homeschool Editor and Resource 
Consultant for LifeWay.com's Web Network 
(www.lifeway.com/homeschool). For four years she worked with B&H 
Publishing Group as an acquisitions editor developing a homeschool 
line of books and resources. 
 
Where are Zan and Joe Tyler's kids now? Ty, the oldest, is married to 
Tammy and they are the parents of two beautiful girls. Ty is pursuing 
a successful sales career. John is married to Christine, and their first 
son was born in 2008. John is entering his last year of law school. 
Lizzy is a rising senior at Asbury College, where she is a media 
communications major. She recently had the opportunity to work at 
the 2008 Olympics in Beijing. All three attended college on a variety of 
scholarships based on academics, athletics, leadership ability, 
community service, and/or the fine arts. 
 
Most importantly to Zan and Joe is that they all continue to love each 
other and they are all seeking to serve and glorify Christ in their adult 
lives. 


