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A Message from James C. Sprouse, Senior Pastor

The Never Ending Story
A well-constructed story appeals to us all because everything that happens contributes to
the whole, and we, most of us, often wish that all the events of our own lives contributed to
some overall meaning in the same way. In Orthodoxy, G.K. Chesterton described how he
eventually came to the conviction that all life was like a story – a grand adventure story. Adventure stories usually have some important goal that requires great dedication if it is to be
achieved; they tell of the valor of loyal companions who face danger and endure losses in
achieving that goal. Chesterton showed that this “life as adventure” theme is also present in
the Christian understanding of life.
You and I express who we are in the form of the stories we tell about ourselves. We introduce ourselves to other people by telling them where we are from, where we were educated, who we know,
whether we are married and have family, and sometimes, what our goals are, etc. We do this because our identity
is achieved slowly, through time, and it cannot be expressed apart from an account of our specific passage through
time. Let us remember those at Trinity who in 2014 passed from time-bound life to life eternal: Ed Abbott, Harry Bacas, Molly Benson, Carolyn Cheney, Susan Holmberg, David Martin, Doug Wakefield, Mary Alice Wakefield, and
Jim Wykle.
You, I and all who worship with God at Trinity Church are on a grand adventure together. Only God knows what
wonderful adventures lie ahead for us this year; what new faces will join our happy throng; what familiar faces will
disappear from our earthly fellowship. We are all just passing through time. So, with full confidence that God knows
where our journey leads, let’s embrace one another with an esprit de corps and enthusiasm for ministry together
with Christ as we write our names on the pages of volume 2015 of the greatest story still being told.
Shalom,

Tackling Time

by Eileen Gilmer, Associate Pastor

I’ve preached on the topic of time before. It’s a subject that is common in conversation—
more so in this area than anywhere else I’ve lived. Time. There just never seem to be enough
hours in the day. Why is time such a problem for us? Time is mentioned frequently in the Bible.
Whether it’s how we spend it, use it or squander it, time has always been a popular subject.
“But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years,
and a thousand years are like a day” (2 Peter 3:8 NIV). If that’s the case, it’s only been a couple
of days since Jesus walked the earth, when viewed from God’s vantage point. Peter didn’t mean
for us to be literal here; he was making a valid point. God is not in a hurry. Many times it seems
to us that God’s timing varies wildly from ours, doesn’t it? That can be maddening in our instant
gratification world.
Why is it that we can’t grasp the meaning of time and timing? Well, for one thing, we must remember we worship a God who has no beginning and no end. There is no before, during or after. God is. “Before the mountains
were born or you brought forth the whole world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God” (Psalm 90:2 NIV).
I know that I’ll never fully wrap my brain around the concept of time—certainly not time the way God views it.
But I do know that even though our time on this earth is limited in hours, days and years, it is not as limited as we
make it. God wants us to be brave and bold in our faith, and to stretch each day to the fullest. God has big plans
and expects great things from each of us. How do we accomplish that? We must start by making the time for God’s
time.

Serve God Through Music

by Jerry Rich, Director of Music

“The New Year is here, and I am looking for a resolution.”
If you are having this thought, why not join one of Trinity’s choirs? Choir is more than rehearsing,
ringing and singing. It is a vital part of Trinity whose members feel called to minister to others
through music.
Join one of our choirs and you will:
1) Be a part of the church’s worship life
2) Fellowship with others who feel God's call to serve through music
3) Experience how music becomes an extension of God's word
Qualifications for joining a choir include:
1) Loving Jesus with all your heart
2) Wanting to express through music what God has done for you
3) Being willing to serve at Trinity
You don’t have to be a great singer or ringer (although we are blessed with those!). If God has called you to serve in
a choir, others will help you begin your journey in this new way to serve. Remember that “God does not call the qualified; rather, he qualifies the called.” If God is calling you to serve at Trinity through its music program, please make a
resolution now to try one of its choirs!

We’re Back!

By Ellen LaCroix

Children’s Choir is back in action January 7. All children ages 4 and up are invited to join. We meet on Wednesday
evening from 6-7 p.m. During the first 30 minutes, all of the children and their families share a
meal together. After dinner, the children head to the music room for a 30-minute rehearsal and
a brief bible lesson. We will share in a time of food and fellowship, and then discover God
through music. A small group like Children’s Choir is an excellent way for children and parents
to get plugged into the heart of the church and form lasting friendships. Children’s choir will
sing in worship once in January, February, March, April, and we will present our spring production in May.
Our bible lessons will continue the theme we began in the fall, “Naming God.” Have you ever
noticed how many different names we have for God? God is called Light of the World, Alpha
and Omega, I AM, the Lamb, Creator, Immanuel, Prince of Peace, and so many more! How do we know what God’s
name actually is? Are we allowed to call God all of these names? This semester we will explore the bible to discover
these different names of God and find out what they tell us about who God is. Our time together will certainly be filled
with joy and blessings. I hope to see you there!

A big thank you goes out to everyone who supported the
Crafts for a Cause Holiday Bazaar last month. We raised
more than $2,000, which will buy supplies for our projects
as well as support Trinity's mission efforts in Honduras
and in Ethiopia. The crafts group also had the pleasure of
making 50 felt Christmas stockings and Santa hats for the
newborns at Fair Oaks Hospital. The parents and hospital
staff always love seeing the infants sent home in such cute outfits. Special
thanks to Judy Osha and Ann Case for making the Santa hats.
This month, we'll meet on Mon., Jan. 5 and Mon., Jan. 19 at 7 p.m. We
have moved down the hallway to Room 124 and we invite you to come check
out our new workroom. In addition to our usual projects of shelter blankets
and hospital bears, dolls, and pillows, we will be adding a new project - small
pillows and lap blankets for the chemotherapy infusion lab. Our work sessions embrace a wide range of activities and skill levels, from cutting and
sewing fabric, to stuffing and stitching. Newcomers are welcome! For more
information, contact Molly Sprouse at mollysprouse@gmail.com or 703-3564896 .
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The Trinity Book Chat
will meet on Tuesday,
January 13, to discuss
Under the Wide and
Starry Sky, by Nancy
Horan. This historical
novel spotlights the loving, tumultuous partnership of Scottish author Robert Louis Stevenson and
his Indiana-born wife, Fanny Osbourne. Please join us at 6:30
p.m. in the Library for lively conversation and dessert. Reading
the book isn't even required! Contact Kathy Maher
(Kathyngs@gmail.com).
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Youth Mission Trip & Update

Nick McMichael, Youth Director

December has come and gone. We sold almost 400 trees on our Christmas tree lot ! Half of
the profits goes toward our youth programs, and the other half will go to Boy Scout Troup 869. I
extend my gratitude to everyone who came out to buy a tree. You have been a huge blessing to
us.
The question, of course, is what to do with this money? In the past it went toward a ski trip
that the youth seem to enjoy. Other years it went toward a summer mission trip. This year I am
moved by the Spirit to work with the Honduras Missions that our church supports. As a result of a
much steeper cost for this mission trip, as opposed to ASP, I want you all to know that our Christmas tree funds will be going toward sending our youth on this trip. More details about the trip itself will come in later Spire articles.
The last thing I would like to share with you is about our Youth Group House Cup! Some of
you may know by now that I have put each youth into one of four groups, named after the Hogwarts houses in J. K.
Rowling’s Harry Potter series, so that they can gain points to try to defeat the other groups. This competition will end
on Halloween of 2015. As part of this House Cup, the youth were given the chance to receive ten points per tree that
they sold this year. They could also make points by memorizing the order of the books of the Bible, answering tough
questions that I often ask, winning games that we play, or finding a stuffed animal called “Bob the Tomato,” whom I
have been hiding around the Fellowship Building. At the end of December, the points are as follows:
Hufflepuff: 360
Gryffindor: 540
Slytherin: 760
Ravenclaw: 810
These results show the Ravenclaw House in an early lead!
Thanks again to everyone who came out to help sell trees, and thank you to everyone who supports our youth in
any way.
Dear Trinity Family,
I am so appreciative of the love, prayers and support I have received from
Trinity members. The meals we received were a huge help to both Bill and myself.
We enjoyed each and every one.
The flower arrangement was beautiful and such a morale booster. Who
wouldn’t feel better looking at God’s creation?
Thank you so very much.
Blessings to all,
Peggy Trapp

New Year, New Resolutions

by Biscuit Gilmer, Trinity Church Mascot

Hello to all the kids of Trinity and to all your families. I hope your 2015 is off to a great start!
Have you ever made a New Year’s resolution? It’s kind of like a promise you make to yourself
to do something each day. Sometimes people will make resolutions to exercise more or to start
saving more money. You don’t have to be an adult to make a resolution. I have a couple of ideas
that people of all ages can do.
Why not make a resolution to find time to talk with God every day? It doesn’t have to be a long
time, and it doesn’t have to be at a certain time each day. Maybe you can start your day by thanking God for all you have in your life: your family, your home, your friends, plenty of food to eat. Another good time to talk to God is at the end of the day. God is always wanting to talk with you, no matter when or
where.
Another good resolution is to do at least one kind thing each day. Maybe you can pick up your toys, take care of
the family pet, or help your teacher. Holding the door open for someone is another good way to show you care. An
act of kindness can be a little thing, but can mean so much to someone. Being kind is one of the wonderful examples
that Jesus set for us. Jesus knew that by serving others, we are serving God.
The New Year is a perfect time to think about ways we can show God’s love to everyone. I hope you have a super fabulous 2015.
Remember my motto: Paws for Jesus!
Biscuit
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January 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

4

5
Dori Burner
John Endean
Bill & Mry Lauttamus
Matt & Anne Schuyler

6
Kayla Mayne
Libby Ulrich

7
Anna Blankinship
Michael Casey

11
Sharon Lopus
Melanie Speilman
Bill Sutherland
Sarah Whitlock

12

13
Brad Flickinger
Brad Wise

14
Curt Burner
Judy Smith
Michael Weber

19
Ann Case
Ruth Godding
Evan Huie

20
Stefan Van Biljon

21
M J Crow
Greg Laughlin
Oakie Russell
Lauren Sutherland

27
Alex Brunner
Judy Winters

28
Mark Betts
Steve Cary & Melanie Kenderdine

Martha’s Table
Sandwich Making
18
Jolie Smith
Rod Weir

Office Closed
25
Graham Haberl
Mary Hinton
Jack Lawson
Fred Martin

26
Ruth Hoffman
Nicolette Magur
Amy Miller
Claire Montgomery

Celebration Sunday

Celtic
Service
6 p. m .
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Thu
1
Meredith Broadbent
Emery Stover
Adele Wheeler

Fri

Sat

2
Alex King

3
Brain Long

9

10
Cathy Bird
Stacy Burr
Abby Joseph
Dan Speilman

Office Closed
8
Penny Bell
Doug Taylor
John & Courtney English

Leadership
Training Day at
Floris UMC

15
Cornell Hooton
Ava Mayne

16
William Decker
Mary Lou Griggs
Bill Peine
Bill Trapp

17
Caroline Christy
Daniel Souza
Pamela Wykle

Committee
Leadership &
Orientation
22
Kathryn Adams
Doug Swanson

23
Alexander Nance
Barbara Strother
Randy Weidman

24
Melissa Harris

29
Benjamin Engola
Jake Evans
David Hunt
Milo Stroik

30
Donna Beach

31
Patrick Sprouse
Greg & Linda Laughlin

Offering Envelopes for
2015 are waiting to be
picked up in the Narthex.
Please pick up your box
this month.
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Leadership Training Day
Saturday, January 10, 2015
8:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m.
Floris UMC
13600 Frying Pan Rd.
Herndon VA 20171
Keynote address and over 30 workshops to help you with your ministry at church
and workshops to that will provide you with tools for your own spiritual journey.
Full brochure with workshop descriptions and registration link can be found at:
http://www.novaumc.org/event-items/bdtd-2015/
Trinity will reimburse you for the registration fee.
Questions? Talk to Jim Sprouse or Eileen Gilmer.

Epiphany—The Magi Visit the Baby King
After Jesus’ birth, Wise Men from the east came to Jerusalem. They
asked, “Where is the child who has been born to be king of the Jews? We
saw his star when it rose. Now we have come to worship him.”
When King Herod heard about it, he was very upset. Everyone in Jerusalem was troubled too. So Herod called together all the chief priests of the
people. He also called the teachers of the law. He asked them where the
Messiah was going to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied. “This
is what the prophet has written. He said,
‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly
not the least important among the towns of Judah. A
ruler will come out of you. He will rule my people Israel
like a shepherd.’ (Micah 5:2)
Then Herod secretly called for the Wise Men. He found out from them exactly when the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem. He said,
“Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report it to
me. Then I can go and worship him too.”
After the Wise Men had listened to the king, they went on their way. The
star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them. It finally stopped over
the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were filled
with joy. The Wise Men went to the house. There they saw the child with his mother Mary. They bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures. They gave him gold, frankincense and myrrh. But God warned them in a
dream not to go back to Herod. So they returned to their country on a different road. (Matthew 2:1-12)
New International Reader's Version (NIRV) Copyright © 1995, 1996, 1998, 2014 by Biblica, Inc.®. Used by permission. All rights
reserved worldwide.
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Church & Society

by Kelly Slone

January Collection
During the month of January, Church and Society is collecting disinfectant wipes, hand-sanitizing gel and boxes of tissues for DC Scholars
at Stanton (Stanton Elementary School). Any sizes or quantities are appreciated. Please leave your donations outside the collection closet in
the Fellowship building or in the collection baskets located in the church
foyers.
SHARE
Thanks to all who donated food and toiletry items during the months of
November and December for the local needy families served by
SHARE. A big thank you goes to Chris Wilbur who delivered the donations from Trinity members!
Trinity members also graciously took part in the SHARE angel tree program. The gifts were given to angels of all ages, and delivered at
SHARE’s Christmas party. Thank you to the Trinity family for your generosity.
Christ House
Interested in preparing and serving lunch to residents at Christ House in
DC on Saturday, January 17 between 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.? We are always
looking a few volunteers and always have a very wonderful experience.
Please contact Kelly Slone at Kslone@nvca.org if you are interested.

Baptism
Eric Myers
New Addresses
Jay & Anne Arnold
1733 Kirby Rd #1411
McLean, VA 22101
703-663-1369
James Haldeman & Sally Aherne
19900 Brightwell Crossing Ln
Poolesville, MD 20837
Brian Long & Annette Normand
5539 Columbia Pike #817
Arlington, VA 22204
Are you moving?
If so, please send your new address
to the church office (703-356-3312 or
info@umtrinity.org). This will ensure
that we have all the correct information to send news and contribution
statements to the correct address.

Connections

by Karen Briscoe
Connections Sunday School Class
In January and until Lent, we will study Making Life Matter: Embracing the Joy in the Everyday by Shane Stanford.
Discover what it means for the journey – your journey, my journey, our journey – to mean something. In a world of
fast-paced schedules and priorities, conversations about what makes for a life well lived are a rarity and luxury. But
what if the daily pace of life held in itself the way to make choices more significant? Through the material we will confront the way in which God, every day, means for us to live deeper, closer, and better in Him – in essence, the way
God intends for life to matter.
All are welcome to attend, advance preparation is not required. The class will continue to meet in Room 205 from
9:30 to 10:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings and be led by Karen and Andy Briscoe.
Couples’ Retreat – Registration Now
Please mark your calendars for the 12th Annual Trinity Couples’ Retreat for the weekend of February 27 - March 1, at
the Hotel Hershey in Hershey, PA. We have two cottages reserved and so will have our own space, which will provide a nice community feel. It will be possible to attend either one or both nights as in the past. We have been able to
keep the charge at $150/night, which includes dinner Saturday night at the Harvest restaurant on the hotel property.
There will be continental items available for breakfast in the morning but if you want a full breakfast that will be a
separate fee, as will lunch.
There will be a group program Saturday morning with plenty of free time in the afternoon to enjoy the spa, Hotel gardens and other amenities in the area. We will have entertainment Saturday evening after dinner together. Sunday
morning worship will complete the weekend.
If you would like to save a spot, please get a check made out to Trinity for $150/night to Andy or Karen Briscoe,
briscoe1987@gmail.com, 703-582-6818.
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Trinity United Methodist Church
Sunday Morning Worship Services
at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) — 9:30 a.m. (Sept—June)
Children's Worship—10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Communion and Healing — 12 noon
Celtic Evensong & Communion—6 p.m. (last Sun. of month)
Here to serve Christ and you:
James C. Sprouse — Senior Pastor
Eileen Gilmer — Associate Pastor
Nick McMichael — Director of Youth Ministry
Jose Rivera and Leslie Vorndran — Lay Leaders
Jerry Rich — Director of Music
Ellen LaCroix — Children/Youth Choir Director
Harriet Latta — Office Manager
Jose Luis Nuñez-Ruiz– Sexton
Janine Whitfield — Director of Parents Day Out

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Phone: 703-356-3312
Fax: 703-356-9119
E-mail: info@umtrinity.org
Web Site: umtrinity.org
Facebook: Trinity UMC, McLean

The Mission of Trinity United
Methodist Church is to be a vibrant, growing church home for all
who seek companionship, direction
and inspiration in their lives as they
develop a personal, relevant relationship with God through Jesus
Christ and the Holy Spirit.
We are anchored in Scripture
and energized by congregational
commitment. Trinity Church fosters
the Christian values of joy, faith,
service, hope and love.
Trinity extends the opportunity
to experience the Grace of God
through worship, discipleship, study
and fellowship in the traditions of
the United Methodist Church.

