White as Snow
Today is looking like a good day to look at the beauty of the snow - as
long as it's from indoors! After such an unusually warm autumn, I don't
think many of us were ready to deal with such cold temperatures and
wind chill so soon.
There is something wonderful about snow on the ground, wouldn't you
agree? The new fallen snow has a way of brightening things up during
the darkest, and sometimes gloomiest, days of the year. The snow
takes any other light and reflects it, making things brighter. For those
who are affected by seasonal affective disorder (SAD), the extra light
is a wonderful, hope-giving gift.
The snow does something else for us. As it falls, it covers up anything
and everything. A layer of undisturbed snow has the positive effect of
cleaning up even the ugliest sight, even a pile of unwanted trash and
refuse. The prophet Isaiah communicated this idea as he spoke the
words of the LORD, saying: “Come now, let us settle the matter," says
the LORD. "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be white as
snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool." (1:18)
At this time of year, when we remember the miraculous birth of Christ,
we would do well to remember the reason he came to us. Jesus came
to rescue us from our sin, to make us whole, and set us free so that we
would live for God and love others. And a key part of that process has
to do with being cleansed from our sin.
I don't know how unsightly your pile of trash (spiritually speaking)
might be, but know that God wants to come and clean you up,
taking your failures and turning them into something wonderful so that
you, in turn, can help reflect his light.
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