We Gather Together
As we prepare to gather with family and friends next week for Thanksgiving celebrations, we are invited to consider the abundant blessing of our faithful, unfailing God
in our lives. We do so recognizing that all that is good - whatever is true, whatever is
noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable
(Philippians 4:8) - comes from the hand of our Creator. We are simply beneficiaries
of all that God has provided. And yet, we shouldn't feel guilty about that. God loves
us as his own beloved children. God takes joy in lavishing His children with good
and wonderful blessings.
This Sunday morning, we will "gather together to ask the Lord's blessing" in a
unique way, as we join in one worship service at 10:00am in the sanctuary. I hope
you will plan to be present as we worship together in a powerful way. Then, please
plan to stay and enjoy a 'Feast Fit for a King" potluck-style lunch after the service.
As I heard from people in our listening group meetings this Fall, it was clear
that many have a desire to connect with each other. So, I look forward to observing
those conversations. I look forward to seeing people re-connect with persons they
haven't seen in a while. I also look forward to seeing people take a step to introduce
themselves to others whom they don't yet know.
One additional note, speaking of Thanksgiving: Our family is very thankful for the
way that you, the Trinity United Methodist congregation has surrounded us with
prayer and other signs of support during the last month. It was almost a month ago
that Joshua went in for surgery to remove his appendix, which was perforated, already leaking fluid into other parts of his abdomen. As you may know, that 6-night
hospital stay was followed by another procedure to drain an abscess that formed.
After a 3-night stay and a course of antibiotic treatments at home, the infection appears to have been defeated. But, he's had some pain that hasn't gone away, so
we're now into the next stage of the journey.
Josh (11) and Beth went back to Akron Children's Hospital for much of the
day Tuesday to see the surgeon and have an ultrasound done to identify the source
of his lingering upper abdominal pain. This pain seemed unusual, given that the abscess was in the lower abdomen near his bladder. What was discovered were gallstones, which are believed to be a side effect of one of the antibiotic treatments he
was receiving after his abscess was drained earlier this month.
We are preparing ourselves for the possibility of gall bladder surgery if the pain
doesn't improve in the near future. However, the surgeon doesn't want to rush into
another procedure if the gall stones might shrink or break up on their own now that
the antibiotic is no longer in his system. The timeline for all of this is unclear, so it's
hard to plan ahead right now, which makes parenting and going to work with any
kind of clear focus a challenge. I appreciate our congregation's understanding of my
strange day-by-day schedule lately as I attend to my family. In the meantime, we are
sending Josh to school for half-days as his pain allows him to go. Smaller doses of
school seems to be the best way to allow him to increase his strength and endurance without pushing him too hard.
We know that God is in the midst of all of this and that this experience will be used
for the greater good of God's Kingdom plans. Simply the fact that such wonderful
child-focused medical care is available so near to us is an enormous blessing. We
have much to give thanks for! Thanks as always for your prayers.
Give Thanks!
Pastor David
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