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Taught from perspective of Postmillennial Preterism

Eschatology
From Greek ἔσχατος/ἐσχάτη/ἔσχατον,
eschatos/eschatē/eschaton meaning “last”
and
-logy meaning “the study of”
Literally, study of last things.
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Eschatology

Common Eschatology
History as we know it will be brought to a consummation
This consummation will be brought about by God’s sovereign
decree and at the time He has appointed
There will be a resurrection of the body for the just and unjust
There will be a final separation of good and evil; all wrong will
be punished and God’s true people will be vindicated and
rewarded
Jesus Christ will return in this final consummation, and His
coming will be:
Personal – Christ Himself, not a “movement” or “influence”
Bodily – not a figurative or “spiritual” coming
Visible – not “secret”
Sudden – not gradual, though preceded by events
Glorious and triumphant - in contrast to Incarnation

Eschatological Systems
Postmillennialism
Amillennialism

Premillennialism
Historic
Dispensationalism

Observations
All four systems agree in asserting:
The Scriptures are the Word of God and authoritative
There will be a visible, personal coming of Christ
Every individual is to receive a resurrection body
All are to stand before the judgment seat of Christ
The righteous are to be rewarded in heaven, the wicked are to be
punished in hell
All four are consistently evangelical and have been held by able and
sincere men.
Differences between the systems relate to the time and purpose of
Christ’s coming, and the nature of kingdom to be set up at His coming.

The differences result not from any disloyalty to Scripture, but
because of the distinctive method employed by each system in its
interpretation of Scripture.

Millennium
Derived from two Latin words – mille meaning thousand, and
annum meaning year, literally means ‘thousand years’
Term found in Scripture six times, all in first seven verses of
Rev 20
At issue is how the term is to be interpreted – literally or
figuratively
Premils interpret literally, anticipating a literal one
thousand year reign of Christ on earth
Post- and Amils interpret figuratively
Terminology is misleading. Pre- and Post- indicate a
difference simply in before or after, but the differences are
much more drastic respecting the nature of the Millennium

Views Compared
A-Mil

Good and Evil Parallel

“1000 Years”

Post-Mil

Progressive Influence of the Gospel

1000 Years

Pre-Mil

Things get worse and worse

What’s at Stake?

Faithfulness to the Word of God
Hermeneutic

How should the Church, and its members,
live and work? What should we be about?
Key Issue - Is the Gospel to be successful in history?

Literal, or Figurative?
Mt 24:29 - Immediately after the tribulation of
those days shall the sun be darkened, and the
moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall
from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall
be shaken:

Figurative!
Isa 13:10 - For the stars of heaven and the constellations
thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be
darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause
her light to shine. 13 Therefore I will shake the heavens,
and the earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath
of the LORD of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger.
Eze 32:7 - And when I shall put thee out, I will cover the
heaven, and make the stars thereof dark; I will cover the
sun with a cloud, and the moon shall not give her light. 8
All the bright lights of heaven will I make dark over thee,
and set darkness upon thy land, saith the Lord GOD.

Final Question

Is the world getting better or worse?

Scriptures for Next Week
Gen 13:16, 22:17

Matt 13:31-33, 16:18, 28:18-20

Num 14:21

Mark 4:28-32

Job 3:16-17

Luke 17:20, 20:42-43

Psa 2:8, 22:7, 72:7-11, 17, 19, 110:1

John 4:42

Isa 2:2-3, 11:9, 65:20

Acts 2:16-21, 2:34-35, 13:47

Dan 2:44, 4:35

Rom 2:28-29

Joel 1:29, 2:28

Gal 3:7, 29

Zec 9:10

Heb 12:22

Mal 1:11

I John 2:2, 4:14,
Rev 7:9

Do Scriptures indicated things are to get better or to get worse?
Do Scriptures indicate the Gospel will have a positive effect in history?
Do Scriptures anticipate a golden age of righteousness and prosperity?
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Taught from perspective of Postmillennial Preterism

Hermeneutics
The study of the theory and practice of
interpretation.
Biblical hermeneutics concerns the study
of the interpretation of the Bible.

Key – Understand Hermeneutical Presuppositions

Postmillennialism
View of last things holding that the Kingdom of God is
now being extended in the world through the preaching
of the Gospel and the saving work of the Holy Spirit, that
the world will eventually be Christianized, and that the
return of Christ will occur at the close of a long period of
righteousness and peace commonly called the
‘Millennium.’

Representative Theologians
Origen
Jerome
Augustine
John Calvin
Dr. Charles A. Hodge

Dr. Robert L. Dabney
Dr. Henry Smith
Dr. Augustine Strong
Dr. B. B. Warfield

Hinge Points
Does Scripture indicate the Gospel will have a positive effect in history?
Do Scriptures indicate things are to get better or to get worse?

Does Scripture anticipate a golden age of righteousness and prosperity?
Is that golden age to precede or follow the return of Christ?

Postmillennialism

“1000 Years”
Progressive Influence of the Gospel

Righteousness

Postmillennialism

Time

Millennium
Derived from two Latin words – mille meaning thousand, and annum
meaning year, literally means ‘thousand years’
Term found in Scripture six times, all in first seven verses of Rev 20
At issue is how the term is to be interpreted – literally or figuratively
Premils interpret literally, anticipating a literal one thousand year
reign of Christ on earth
Post- and Amils interpret figuratively
A complete, perfect number of years. (Seven churches in Asia, 144,000
saints, city built in a cube, etc.)
Sacred number seven combined with sacred number three forms number
of holy completion – ten. Ten cubed is absolute completeness.
Rev 20:1-3 – future period on earth
4-6 – intermediate state between death and resurrection

Not a Perfect or Sinless State
Not a perfect or sinless state, as charged by Pre- and
Amillennials. Sinless perfection belongs only to the
heavenly life.
Millennium is in fact simply the full development of
the Kingdom of Grace as it come to fruition in the
world.
Will not involve any change in nature of Christianity,
but only its much wider extension.

Key Verses
Isa 9:6-7 - 6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government
and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment
and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the
LORD of hosts will perform this.
Mt 28:18 -20 - And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.

Christ Will Subdue All His Enemies

Ps 110:1 - <<A Psalm of David.>> The LORD said unto my Lord,
Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy
footstool.
Lu 20:42-43 - And David himself saith in the book of Psalms, The
LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 43 Till I
make thine enemies thy footstool.
Ac 2:34-35 - For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he
saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right
hand, 35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool.

Church Victorious in History
Matt 16:18 - And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it.
Mt 28:18-20 - And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.

Millennial Prophecies
Isa 2:2-4 - And it shall come to pass in the last days, that
the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established in
the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the
hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. 3 And many
people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob;
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his
paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word
of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 And he shall judge among
the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears
into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

Millennial Prophecies
Mic 4:1-5 - But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the
mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established in the top of
the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people
shall flow unto it. 2 And many nations shall come, and say, Come,
and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, and to the house of
the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk
in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the
LORD from Jerusalem. 3 And he shall judge among many people, and
rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift
up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 4
But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and
none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the LORD of hosts
hath spoken it. 5 For all people will walk every one in the name of his
god, and we will walk in the name of the LORD our God for ever and
ever.

World Getting Better
World before the cross – pagan darkness, slavery, polygamy,
oppressed conditions of women and children
Christian principles accepted standards in many nations today
Social and economic conditions in many nations reached highs
Pervasity of evangelical Christianity
Christian missionary movement exploded in last 200 years
India, China, Korea, Near East seen greater changes in religion,
society, and government than in preceding 2000 years.
Islam being confronted by modernity.
Examples like Uganda, Africa, and Iraq now the exception, not
the rule.

Consider Having Lived During
Persecution under Roman Emperors
Fall of the Roman Empire
Mohammedan invasion of eastern and western Europe
Black Plague
St. Bartholomew’s Massacre and almost complete extermination
of the Protestants in France
The Inquisition in Spain and Italy
French Revolution
War World I
World War II
Holocaust
Khmer Rouge in Cambodia
Idi Amin in Uganda

Millennial Material Prosperity
Despotism, anarchy, devastations of war prevented
Advances over the past 200 years
Communications
Transportation
Technology
Education/knowledge
Law/Justice
Sanitation
Lifespan in U.S. from 32 in 1750
to over 70 today
Medicine
Isa 65:20 - There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an
old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an
hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be
accursed.

Millennial Material Prosperity
Compare cultures today influenced by
Christianity to those not
Natural result of high moral and spiritual
life
Pr 13:23 - Much food is in the tillage of the
poor: but there is that is destroyed for want
of judgment.

Universality of Christ’s Redemption
Zec 9:10 - And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from
Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto
the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from the
river even to the ends of the earth.
Nu 14:21 - But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of
the LORD.
Ac 13:47 - For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be
a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of
the earth.
Isa 11:9 - They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.
Ps 86:9 - All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before
thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy name.
Ps 22:27 - All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD:
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee.
Mal 1:11 - For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same
my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall
be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great
among the heathen, saith the LORD of hosts.

Redeemed Multitude Vast
Ge 13:16 - And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if
a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be
numbered.
Ge 22:17 - That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will
multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is
upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his
enemies;
Re 7:9 - After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues,
stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white
robes, and palms in their hands;

Kingdom Expands Imperceptibly
Lu 17:20 - And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when
the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said,
The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:
Mt 13:31-33 - 31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying,
The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a
man took, and sowed in his field: 32 Which indeed is the least of
all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs,
and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge
in the branches thereof. 33 Another parable spake he unto them;
The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took,
and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.

Scriptures for Next Week
Isa 2:2-4; 11:1-10; 9:7; 42:1-4; 65:17-25
Isa 9:7
Dan 7:14
Micah 4:1-5
Luke 1:33; 10:18
John 5:25
Heb 1:8, 12:28
II Pet 1:11
Rev 11:15, 7:21,22; 18:18,19; 20:1-6

Do Scriptures indicated things are to get better or to get worse?
Do Scriptures indicate the Gospel will have a positive effect in history?
Do Scriptures anticipate a golden age of righteousness and prosperity?
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Taught from perspective of Postmillennial Preterism

Hermeneutics
The study of the theory and practice of
interpretation.
Biblical hermeneutics concerns the study
of the interpretation of the Bible.

Key – Understand Hermeneutical Presuppositions

Hinge Points
Does Scripture indicate the Gospel will have a positive effect in history?
Are things to get better or to get worse?

Does Scripture anticipate a golden age of peace, righteousness and
prosperity?
Is that golden age to precede or follow the return of Christ?

Amillennialism
View of last things which holds that the Bible does not
predict a ‘Millennium’ or period of world-wide peace and
righteousness on this earth before the end of the world.
Ammillennialism teaches a parallel development of good
and evil (God’s kingdom and Satan’s kingdom) in the
world, which will continue until the second coming of
Christ. At the second coming the resurrection and
judgment will take place, followed by the eternal order of
things.

Representative Theologians
Augustine
Dr. Louis Berkoff
Dr. Albertus Pieters
Floyd Hamilton
Dr. Abraham Kuyper

John Calvin
Dr. Geerhardus Vos
Dr. George Murray
Dr. William Rutgers
William Hendriksen

Amillennialism

Good and Evil Parallel

Key Tenets
The world will continue much as it is now, with a
parallel development of both good and evil, of the
Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Satan
Like Postmillennialism, holds that Christ does not
establish an earthly, political kingdom
Historically the main thrust of Amillennialism has been
much stronger against Premillennialism than
Postmillennialism
Amillennialist sees no ground in Scripture for holding
to a period of peace, prosperity, and righteousness
before the Lord’s return
Possibility of such a millennium after second advent
expressly excluded in the Scripture

Key Tenets
Amillennialism agrees with Premillenialism that the
Scriptures do not promise the conversion of the world
through the preaching of the Gospel
It agrees with Postmillennialism that the coming of the
Christ ushers in the last judgment and eternal state.
Like Premillennialism, Amillennialism maintains that the
second coming of Christ is ‘imminent.’

Historical Adherence
Had as many advocates among the Early Church
Fathers of the second and third centuries as did
Chiliasm.
Has since been the most widely accepted view of the
Church.
Prevalent view in Reformed circles
View of Lutheran and Continental Reformed Churches
Although Postmillennialism has been predominant view in
American Reformed theology

Historical Adherence
Outstanding American theologians of the late 19th and
early 20th century have been Postmillennialists.
Middle part of 20th century saw a number of scholarly
books by American theologians on the Amillennial
view, mainly in response to the avalanche of literature
on the Premillennial and Dispensational position.
The last quarter of the 20th century saw a large volume
of American Reformed literature moving towards the
Postmillennial view.

Kingdom Eternal, not Temporal
Isa 9:7 - Of the increase of his government and peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and
with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the
LORD of hosts will perform this.
Da 7:14 - And there was given him dominion, and glory,
and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages,
should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall
not be destroyed.
Lu 1:33 - And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. But unto
the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a
sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.

Kingdom Eternal, not Temporal
Heb 1:8 - But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O
God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is
the sceptre of thy kingdom.
Heb 12:28 - Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which
cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may
serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:
2Pe 1:11 - For so an entrance shall be ministered unto
you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Millennial Prophecies
Isa 2:2-4 - And it shall come to pass in the last days, that
the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established in
the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the
hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. 3 And many
people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob;
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his
paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word
of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 And he shall judge among
the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

Millennial Prophecies
Mic 4:1-5 - But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the
mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established in the top of
the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people
shall flow unto it. 2 And many nations shall come, and say, Come,
and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, and to the house of
the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk
in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the
LORD from Jerusalem. 3 And he shall judge among many people, and
rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift
up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 4
But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and
none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the LORD of hosts
hath spoken it. 5 For all people will walk every one in the name of his
god, and we will walk in the name of the LORD our God for ever and
ever.

Millennial Prophecies
Isa 11:1-10 - And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a
Branch shall grow out of his roots: 2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest
upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 3 And shall make
him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge
after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: 4 But
with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the
meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. 5 And righteousness
shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 6 The
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the
kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child
shall lead them. 7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall
lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 And the sucking
child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand
on the cockatrice' den. 9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the
waters cover the sea. 10 And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which
shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his
rest shall be glorious.

Millennial Prophecies
Isa 65:17-25 - For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the
former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. 18 But be ye glad
and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem
a rejoicing, and her people a joy. 19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and
joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her,
nor the voice of crying. 20 There shall be no more thence an infant of
days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die
an hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be
accursed. 21 And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they
shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. 22 They shall not build,
and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: for as the
days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy
the work of their hands. 23 They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth
for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of the LORD, and their
offspring with them. 24 And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I
will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear. 25 The wolf and
the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock:
and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in
all my holy mountain, saith the LORD.

Scriptures for Next Week
Rev 20

Do Scriptures indicated things are to get better or to get worse?
Do Scriptures indicate the Gospel will have a positive effect in history?
Do Scriptures anticipate a golden age of righteousness and prosperity?

Outline
Overiew
Postmillennialism
Amillennialism
Revelation and the Millennium
Premillennialism
Israel?
When are, or were, the ‘Last Days’?
The Comings(s) of Christ
Which Generation?
9. Olivet Discourse
10. Revelation
11. So What?
12. Wrap-Up
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Taught from perspective of Postmillennial Preterism

A Tour of Revelation
1

Day of the Lord – Call to worship, appearance of Jesus as standard
Day of the Lord is the time God draws nigh (Detailed in Zephaniah)
Revelation takes place in a worship service. First series of sevens here

2-3
4-5
6-8:5

Inspection: Confession – measurement of angels and churches
Judgment on Pastors (Angels) for not faithfully warning Church of sin
Ascension and praise – ascension ofJesus
Bringing out the Word – releasing the Kingdom
Singing as Word brought out.
Seals are releasing of good things held back until New Creation

8:6-11:18Reading the Word – trumpets of warning
Beginning judgments
Battles in Revelation are spiritual, not physical. Church conquering her
enemies.
Fire is Pentecost, Locusts are Judaizers, 2,000,000 are Christian
evangelists

A
Tour
of
Revelation
11:19-13Preaching the meaning – witness, massacre, beasts
Two witnesses pattern from Old Testament – 2 angels at Sodom and
Gommarah, Moses and Aaron in Egypt, etc.
Water out of serpents mouth was false judaizing doctrine. Finally
great persecution.
Two beasts – Rome and Herods (AD 64-67)
14-15:4 Offertory Procession – harvest of apostolic church
Wheat and grapes – bread and wine.
Wrath wine
Blood covers land, calling for avenger of blood
15:5-19 Communion, effect on the wicked – bowls of wrath
19:1-10 Communion for the faithful – marriage supper begins
19:11-21Dismiss for conquest – world evangelism begins
20

Rule over the world – Millennium starts in AD 70

21-22

Evangelization of the world – New Jerusalem

Millennial Views
1.

The Issue: Revelation 5:9-10 – us (24 elders) or them (redeemed saints)
24Elders are angels of Old Covenant

2.

If “them” then the 24Elders are archangels. If “us” they are saints.
How can there be saints in Heaven before the ascension of Christ?

3.

Option 1: Revelation is just a series of pictures. The saints are both under
the altar and also on the thrones. Millennium starts in AD 3o
Problem: That is not how Revelation is written

4.

Option 2: Revelation is partly pictures, but Chapters 4-5 does depict
Jesus’ ascension. After that we get a prophecy of all of church history,
and the Millennium is the latter-day glory which begins with the
conversion of the Jews (Rom 11)
Problem 1: To do this you have to know when you live
Problem 2: The French Revolution
Problem 3: Romans 11 is about the AD 60s

Millennial Views
5.

Option 3: Revelation is about the “end times”, and Rev 4-5 is in the
future, when Jesus takes the scroll of the end and the last seven years
happen. The Millennium is in the future with the physical return of Jesus.
Option A – Seventh-Day Adventism
Option B – Dispensationalism of various sorts
Problem - A comparison of Revelation with Acts and Hebrews shows
it is about first century events.

Premillennialism
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Taught from perspective of Postmillennial Preterism

Premillennialism
View of last things which holds that the second coming of
Christ will be followed by a period of world-wide peace
and righteousness (before the end of the world) called
the ‘Millennium’ or ‘Kingdom of God,’ during which Christ
will reign as King in person on this earth.

Representative Theologians
John Nelson Darby
Rev. Alexander Reese
Dr. Nathaniel West
Dr. H. Grattan Guinness
Dr. Henry W. Frost

C.I. Scofield
Dean Alford
Dr. E. B. Elliott
Dr. S. H. Kellogg
Lewis Sperry Chafer

Hinge Points
Does Scripture indicate the Gospel will have a positive effect in history?
Do Scriptures indicate things are to get better or to get worse?

Does Scripture anticipate a golden age of righteousness and prosperity?
Is that golden age to precede or follow the return of Christ?

Premillennialism

1000 Years
Things get worse and worse
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History of Dispensationalism
Vision by Margaret MacDonald, 1829
Developed by John Nelson Darby and the Plymouth Brethren
Popularized in America by C.I. Scofield Study Bible notes
Institutionalized in theology of Dallas Theological Seminary Lewis Sperry
Chafer

Prevalent Eschatology of American Evangelicalism

Artifacts
Premillennialism has never developed an official creed. Tremendous diversity of
opinion among adherents.
Historic Premillennialism holds that entire New Testament is applicable to this age.
Dispensationalism holds that much of the gospels, especially the Sermon on the
Mount, was not designed for the Church Age but for the Kingdom to come in the
future.
Present Day Dispensationalism sets forth
Seven Dispensations - Innocence, Conscience, Human Government, Promise,
Law, Grace, Kingdom
Eight Covenants (Edenic, Adamic, Noahic, Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic,
Palestinian, New)
Two Second Comings (Rapture and Final Coming)
Three or four resurrections
Four to seven judgments
Each dispensation represents a different principle in God’s dealings with man. They
are mutually exclusive, or even opposed to one another. In each dispensation man
fails to meet the test and the dispensation ends in moral bankruptcy and judgment.

Key Tenets
Kingdom of God is not now in the world, and will not be instituted until Christ
returns.
It is not the purpose of the present gospel age to convert the world to
Christianity, but rather to preach the gospel as a witness to the nations and so to
warn them of and make them justly subject to judgment; also to gather out of all
nations the elect, the Church saints.
That the world is growing worse and will continue to grow worse until Christ
returns to establish His Kingdom.
Immediately preceding the return of Christ there is to be a period of general
apostasy and wickedness.
We are now in the latter stages of the Church age and that the return of Christ is
near, probably to occur within the lifetime of the present generation.
At Christ’s coming the righteous dead of all ages are to be raised in the “first
resurrection.”
The resurrected dead together with the transfigured living saints who are then on
the earth are to be caught up to meet the Lord in the air.

Key Tenets
The judgment of all righteous then takes place, which judgment consists
primarily in the assignment of rewards.
Before and during the Tribulation period the Jews are to be restored to the land of
Palestine.
At the mere sight of their Messiah the Jews are to turn to Him in a national
conversion and true repentance.
Christ at His coming destroys the Antichrist and all his forces in the Battle of
Armageddon.
After the Battle of Armageddon Christ establishes a world-wide Kingdom with
Jerusalem as its capital, in which He and the resurrected and transfigured saints
rule for a thousand years in righteousness, peace, and prosperity.
During this reign the city of Jerusalem and the temple are to be rebuilt, the
feasts and fasts and priesthood, ritual and sacrificial system reinstituted, though
performed in a Christian spirit and by Christian worshippers.
The golden age also is to be characterized by the removal of the curse from
nature so that the desert shall blossom as the rose and the wild ferocious nature
of the beasts shall be changed.

Key Tenets
During the Millennium great numbers of the Gentiles will turn to God and be
incorporated into the Kingdom.
While many remain unconverted and rebellious at heart they are not destroyed,
but are held in check by the rod-of-iron rule of Christ.
During the Millennium Satan is to be bound, cast into the abyss, and so shut
away from the earth.
At the close of the Millennium state Satan is to be loosed for a short time.
The Millennium is to be followed by a short but violent outbreak of wickedness
and rebellion headed by Satan which all but overwhelms the saints and the holy
city of Jerusalem.
The forces of wickedness are to be destroyed by fire which is cast down upon
them from heaven.
The wicked dead of all ages are then to be raised in the “second resurrection,”
judged, and with the Devil and the wicked angels cast into Hell.
Heaven and Hell are then introduced into their fullness, with the new heavens
and the new earth as the future home of the redeemed, which will constitute the
eternal state.

Principals of Interpretation
Premillennialists place strong emphasis on literal
interpretation.
“Teaching of Christ and the Apostles are to be understood
in a literal sense, except in certain places where some
other meaning is designated.”
“Literal wherever possible.”
“Literal unless absurd.”
Premils claim that every prophecy to first advent of Christ
was literally fulfilled. Not so!

Principals of Interpretation
Much of Scripture is figurative language
Jesus’ statement about body and blood (Matt 26:26,28)
Problem with Jews was their literal interpretation of
Messianic prophecies, expecting an earthly kingdom and a
political ruler.
Rigid literal interpretation leads to conclusion
Jesus will re-establish throne of David in Jerusalem.
He will reign in an earthly political kingdom of Jewish
supremacy for one thousand years.
Jews are to possess Palestine and surrounding areas.
Rebuilt temple, priesthood, temple ritual, animal
sacrifices, etc.

Principals of Interpretation
Nations referred to in all these prophecies gone by time of Messiah. However,
spiritually fulfilled at Pentecost and during apostolic age.
Familiar ideas of Old Testament era used to set forth spiritual truth and to
describe an era that had not yet dawned and which therefore could be described
intelligently only in thought-forms and language with which the people were
familiar.
Premil literalism fails to see the Church as the true Israel. Dispensationalists
persist in thinking of “Israel” as composed only of physical descendants of
Abraham. Therefore, in their construct Kingdom prophecies of Old Testament
must be fulfilled to Jews literally. Since some of these were not fulfilled before
Israel passed out of existence, Premils believe that Israel must be re-established
in Palestine and fulfilled in future age.
Paul establishes that promises to Abraham were not ethnic

Key Dispensational Passages
Ez 38-39
Zech 12
Dan 7 – 11
Matt 24
Revelation

Interpretational Issues
Context
Time

Consequences
False doctrine purported to be true always weakens the
church
Anti-intellecutalism and general indifference to serious
engagement with culture
Bible Colleges vs. Liberal Arts Colleges
View changing culture as shining brass on the Titanic
Provides unbelievers a ready excuse for dismissing Diety of
Christ and Divine authorship of Scripture
Serious implications for our national foreign policy

America would never have been founded by today’s
rapture version of eschatology
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Outline
Overiew
Postmillennialism
Amillennialism
Revelation and the Millennium
Premillennialism
Israel?
When are, or were, the ‘Last Days’?
The Comings(s) of Christ
Which Generation?
9. Olivet Discourse
10. Revelation
11. So What?
12. Wrap-Up
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Taught from perspective of Postmillennial Preterism

1. Who are the people occupying Palestine today?
2. More importantly, what relation do they have with the
Jews and promises made to them in Scripture?
3. What about the promise of the land?
4. In light of “I will bless those that bless you, and curse
those that curse you,” how should Christians feel
about and act towards modern Israel?
5. What should US foreign policy be towards Israel?

Beware false dichotomy of either being a Jew-lover or anti-semetic

Statements of Premillennialism
1. Christ intended to establish earthly kingdom at first
Advent
2. Israel rejected Kingdom He offered
3. Christ then postponed Kingdom until Second Coming
4. Church established as an interlude in the meantime

Problems
1. Teaches Man thwarted the purpose and efforts of God
Dan 4:35 - And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth
according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and
none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?
Job 42:2 - I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden
from thee.
Isa 14:24 - The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it
come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand:

What Guarantees it Won’t Happen Second Time Around?

Problems
2. Makes same mistake Jews in first century made
concerning nature of Kingdom
3. Teaches Church absent in Old Testament prophesy
4. Sees dispensation of grace as parenthetical, between
Old Testament Law and Millennium Kingdom
5. Wrongly anticipates restoration of land to Israel, and
revival of Roman Empire
Misinterprets promises of restoration from Captivity
Introduces ‘Israel’ stopwatch

6. Misidentifies “Israel” in promises of God

Church in Old Testament
Joel 2:28,32 - And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my
spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your
old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: 32 And it
shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall
be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the
LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.
Acts 2:17-21 - And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour
out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall
dream dreams: 18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour
out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 19 And I will shew
wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire,
and vapour of smoke: 20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the
moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come: 21
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.

Church in Old Testament
Acts 3:24 - Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and
those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have
likewise foretold of these days.
Acts 26:22,23 - Having therefore obtained help of God, I
continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and
great, saying none other things than those which the
prophets and Moses did say should come: 23 That Christ
should suffer, and that he should be the first that should
rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people,
and to the Gentiles.

Church in Old Testament
I Pet 1:9-12 - Receiving the end of your faith, even the
salvation of your souls. 10 Of which salvation the prophets
have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of
the grace that should come unto you: 11 Searching what,
or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in
them did signify, when it testified beforehand the
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 12
Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but
unto us they did minister the things, which are now
reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel
unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven;
which things the angels desire to look into.

Church in Old Testament
Amos 9:11, 12 - In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that
is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his
ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: 12 That they may possess
the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my
name, saith the LORD that doeth this.
Acts 15:13-18 - And after they had held their peace, James answered,
saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me: 14 Simeon hath declared
how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a
people for his name. 15 And to this agree the words of the prophets;
as it is written, 16 After this I will return, and will build again the
tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the
ruins thereof, and I will set it up: 17 That the residue of men might
seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is
called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. 18 Known unto God
are all his works from the beginning of the world

Promise of Land
Gen 13:14-17 - And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated
from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art
northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: 15 For all the land
which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. 16 And I will
make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust
of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. 17 Arise, walk through
the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee.
Gen 15:5-7,18 - 5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now
toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he
said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 6 And he believed in the LORD; and he
counted it to him for righteousness. 7 And he said unto him, I am the LORD
that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit
it. 18 In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto
thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river,
the river Euphrates:

Promise Not Unconditional
Deut 28:21 - The LORD shall make the pestilence
cleave unto thee, until he have consumed thee from
off the land, whither thou goest to possess it.
Jos 23:13 - Know for a certainty that the LORD your
God will no more drive out any of these nations from
before you; but they shall be snares and traps unto
you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns in your
eyes, until ye perish from off this good land which the
LORD your God hath given you.

Promise Fulfilled
Jos 21:43-45 - And the LORD gave unto Israel all the land which
he sware to give unto their fathers; and they possessed it, and
dwelt therein. 44 And the LORD gave them rest round about,
according to all that he sware unto their fathers: and there
stood not a man of all their enemies before them; the LORD
delivered all their enemies into their hand. 45 There failed not
ought of any good thing which the LORD had spoken unto the
house of Israel; all came to pass.
I Kings 4:21 - And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the
river unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the border of
Egypt: they brought presents, and served Solomon all the days
of his life.

Land Representative of the World
Rom 4:13 - For the promise, that he should be the heir of the
world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but
through the righteousness of faith.
Gal 3:16 - Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises
made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one,
And to thy seed, which is Christ.

Who are Children of Promise?
Gen 12:1-3 - Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's
house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name
great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that
bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed.

Who are Children of Promise?
Rom 2:28 - For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither
is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh:
Rom 9:6 - Not as though the word of God hath taken none
effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel:
Gal 3:7 - Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the
same are the children of Abraham.
Gal 3:29 - And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and
heirs according to the promise.

Who are Children of Promise?
Eph 3:3-6 - 3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the
mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 4 Whereby, when ye read,
ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 5
Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as
it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the
Spirit; 6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same
body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:
1. Mystery not the Church, or even the Gentile Church, but that

the Gentiles were to enjoy a status of complete and absolute
equality with the Jews
2. Took decades for the Jewish Church to grasp this

Who are Children of Promise?
John 10:16 - And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must
bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.
Eph 2:11-21 - Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh,
who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh
made by hands; 12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no
hope, and without God in the world: 13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes
were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who hath
made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 15
Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained
in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 16 And
that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the
enmity thereby: 17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to
them that were nigh. 18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the
Father. 19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens
with the saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In
whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:

Who are Children of Promise?
Rom 11:17-24 - 17 And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou,
being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them
partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree; 18 Boast not against the
branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. 19
Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in.
20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by
faith. Be not highminded, but fear: 21 For if God spared not the natural
branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. 22 Behold therefore the
goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee,
goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut
off. 23 And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be graffed in: for
God is able to graff them in again. 24 For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree
which is wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature into a good olive
tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be graffed
into their own olive tree?

Children of Wrath
I Thes 2:14-16 - For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God
which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of
your own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews: 15 Who both killed the
Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they please
not God, and are contrary to all men: 16 Forbidding us to speak to the
Gentiles that they might be saved, to fill up their sins alway: for the wrath is
come upon them to the uttermost.
Rev 18:1 - After these things I saw another angel come down from heaven,
having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 2 And he
cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is
fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul
spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 3 For all nations have
drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth
have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are
waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. 4 And I heard another
voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 5 For her sins
have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.

1. Who are the people occupying Palestine today?
2. More importantly, what relation do they have with the
Jews and promises made to them in Scripture?
3. What about the promise of the land?
4. In light of “I will bless those that bless you, and curse
those that curse you,” how should Christians feel
about and act towards modern Israel?
5. What should US foreign policy be towards Israel?

Beware false dichotomy of either being a Jew-lover or anti-semetic

You Are the Israel of God

Gal 6:16 - And as many as walk according to this rule,
peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of
God.
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Taught from perspective of Postmillennial Preterism

Historical Perspective
Great shift from historicist to futurist eschatological perspective after French Revolution
1800s saw rise of numerous ‘Restoration’
movements (Mormons, JWs, Pentecostals, etc.)
Symbiotic relationship between these ‘Restoration’
movements and Dispensationalism
Co-opted Biblical term ‘Last Days’

Preterism
Preterism is an eschatological view that interprets
prophecies of the Bible, especially Daniel, Matthew
24, and Revelation, as events which have already
happened in the first century A.D.
Preterism holds that Ancient Israel finds its
continuation or fulfillment in the Christian Church
at the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.
Preterism, from Latin praeter, meaning “past” or
“beyond”, signifying that a majority of Bible
prophecy was fulfilled by A.D. 70.

Preterism
Jesus came in fulfillment of numerous Old Testament
promises and established His Kingdom
Many Jews and religious leaders rejected Jesus as the
promised Messiah
There was a forty year period where apostate
Judaism and true Judaism (Christianity) existed side
by side
At the end of the forty years, 70 A.D., Christ came in
judgment and forever wiped out apostate Judaism
and the nation Israel
This is the backdrop for rightly understanding the parables and
much of the New Testament teaching of coming judgment

History of Preterism
Adherents contend it is the view of Jesus and
apostles
Advocated in 16th century by Roman Catholic
theologians in response to Reformation
Numerous protestant theologians espoused
over the next several centuries
Rise in number of adherents over past half
century, especially among Reformed
Postmillennialists

Latter Days
Jer 23:20 - The anger of the LORD shall not return, until he have
executed, and till he have performed the thoughts of his heart:
in the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly.
Jer 30:24 - The fierce anger of the LORD shall not return, until he
have done it, and until he have performed the intents of his
heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it.
Eze 38:16 - And thou shalt come up against my people of Israel,
as a cloud to cover the land; it shall be in the latter days, and I
will bring thee against my land, that the heathen may know me,
when I shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes.

Latter Days
Dan 10:14 - Now I am come to make thee understand what shall
befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the vision is for many
days.
Hos 3:5 - Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek
the LORD their God, and David their king; and shall fear the
LORD and his goodness in the latter days.

Last Days
Isa 2:2 - And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the
mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established in the top of
the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all
nations shall flow unto it.
Mic 4:1 - But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the
mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established in the
top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and
people shall flow unto it.

Last Days
Acts 2:14-18 - But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up
his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that
dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my
words: 15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is
but the third hour of the day. 16 But this is that which was
spoken by the prophet Joel; 17 And it shall come to pass in the
last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh:
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams: 18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will
pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:

Last Days
Heb 1:1-2 - God, who at sundry times and in divers manners
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath in
these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

Passing Away
I Cor 7:26-29 - I suppose therefore that this is good for the present distress, I
say, that it is good for a man so to be. 29 But this I say, brethren, the time is
short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had
none; 31 And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this
world passeth away.
Heb 8:13 - In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now
that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.
Heb 12:27 - And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those
things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which
cannot be shaken may remain.

End of the World
I Cor 10:11 - Now all these things happened unto them for
ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom
the ends of the world (ages) are come.
Heb 9:25-28 - Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high
priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others; 26
For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the
world: but now once in the end of the world (ages) hath he appeared to
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And as it is appointed unto
men once to die, but after this the judgment: 28 So Christ was once
offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall
he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.

Last Hour
I John 2:18 - Little children, it is the last hour: and as ye have
heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many
antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last hour.

Last Time
Jude 1:17-19 - But, beloved, remember ye the words which were
spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; 18 How
that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who
should walk after their own ungodly lusts. 19 These be they who
separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.
I Pet 1:18-21 - Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your
vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19
But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot: 20 Who verily was foreordained
before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these
last times for you, 21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised
him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and
hope might be in God.

Latter Times
I Tim 4:1-6 - Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy;
having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 3 Forbidding to
marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath
created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe
and know the truth. 4 For every creature of God is good, and
nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: 5 For
it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 6 If thou put the
brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good
minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and
of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.

Last Days
The New Testament writers use “the last days”
and similar expressions to refer to events in their
own life time. The “last days” were the last days of
the Old Covenant, the period in between the
crucifixion in 30 A.D. and the destruction of
Jerusalem in 70 A.D.

The Coming(s) of Christ
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Taught from perspective of Postmillennial Preterism

Bottom Line Up Front (BLUF)
The New Testament tells us of a future event - future at time
of writing
Described in terms such as
“Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels”
“The kingdom of God come with power “
“The Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on
the clouds of heaven”

Many modern Christians, especially Dispensationalists, see
these as descriptions of the future final coming of Christ at the
end of world
Properly understood these tell of the risen enthroned Christ
coming in judgment on apostate unbelieving Israel
At Stake – the Deity of Christ, and the Holy Spirit inspiration of the
writings of Paul and Peter

Old Testament Comings of the Lord
In the Garden
Theophanies
Abraham
Commander of the Lord’s Host to Joshua
To fight battles for His people
Destroyed Egyptians at Red Sea
Destroyed the Philistines before David
Killed 185,000 Assyrians camped against Israel
Great acts of nature (plague of locusts)
Conquering armies brought to judge His people
Many times these events were described as the Day of the
Lord

Old Testament Day of the Lord
Return
From
Locust Plague

Captivity

Captivity

Incarnation

Pentecost

Joel 1:15-2:2

Amos 5:18-20

Isa 13:1-22

Mal 4:5

Joel 2:28-30

Zeph 1:7-10,

Amos 9:11-15

Joel 3:14-21

Acts 2:14-21

14-18

Zeph 3:8-20

Amos 9:11-15

2:1-3

Zech 12-14

Zeph 3:8-20
Zech 12-14

Day of the Lord always had two aspects:
1. Judge His enemies
2. Vindicate His people

Locust Plague
Joel 1:15-2:2 - Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is at hand; It
shall come as destruction from the Almighty. 16 Is not the food cut off
before our eyes, Joy and gladness from the house of our God? 17 The
seed shrivels under the clods, Storehouses are in shambles; Barns are
broken down, For the grain has withered. 18 How the animals groan!
The herds of cattle are restless, Because they have no pasture; Even
the flocks of sheep suffer punishment. 19 O LORD, to You I cry out; For
fire has devoured the open pastures, And a flame has burned all the
trees of the field. 20 The beasts of the field also cry out to You, For the
water brooks are dried up, And fire has devoured the open pastures.
2:1 Blow the trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm in My holy
mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; For the day of
the LORD is coming, For it is at hand: 2 A day of darkness and
gloominess, A day of clouds and thick darkness, Like the morning
clouds spread over the mountains. A people come, great and strong,
The like of whom has never been; Nor will there ever be any such after
them, Even for many successive generations.

Captivity
Amos 5:16-20 - Therefore the LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord, saith
thus; Wailing shall be in all streets; and they shall say in all the
highways, Alas! alas! and they shall call the husbandman to mourning,
and such as are skilful of lamentation to wailing. 17 And in all vineyards
shall be wailing: for I will pass through thee, saith the LORD. 18 Woe
unto you that desire the day of the LORD! to what end is it for you? the
day of the LORD is darkness, and not light. 19 As if a man did flee from
a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the house, and leaned his
hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him. 20 Shall not the day of the
LORD be darkness, and not light? even very dark, and no brightness in
it?

Incarnation
Mal 4:5 - Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet Before the coming
of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.

New Testament Comings of Christ
Pentecost

70 A.D.

Rebirth

Communion

Preaching

John 14:18

Matt 24:30

John 5:25

I Cor 11:24

Rom 10:1

Matt 10:23

Matt 18:14-20

Mark 9:1
Matt 16:28
Luke 9:27
Temporal

Final

Discipline

Death

Judgments

Coming

Matt 18:20

Heb 13:5

Rev 2:5,2:16, 2:25

Rev 20:11-15

Psa 23:4

3:3, 3:11, 3:20

I Cor 15:25-28
I Cor 15:35-58

Comings of Christ always has two aspects:
1. Judge His enemies
2. Vindicate His people

Christ Promised Soon Coming
Matt 10:23 - But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into
another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the
cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come.
Matt 16:27-28 - For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his
Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man
according to his works. 28 Verily I say unto you, There be some
standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of
man coming in his kingdom.
Mark 9:1 - And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there
be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till
they have seen the kingdom of God come with power.

Christ Promised Soon Coming
Matt 10:23 - Jesus said to him, "It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say
to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand
of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.“
Luk 9:27 - But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing here,
which shall not taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God.

Which Generation?

Wrath to Come
Matt 3:7 - But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his
baptism, he said to them, "Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to
come?
I Thes 2:14-16 - For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which in
Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your own
countrymen, even as they have of the Jews: 15 Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and
their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they please not God, and are
contrary to all men: 16 Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be
saved, to fill up their sins alway: for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost.
Matt 12:43-45 - "When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry
places, seeking rest, and finds none. 44 "Then he says, 'I will return to my house from
which I came.' And when he comes, he finds it empty, swept, and put in order. 45
"Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and
they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first. So
shall it also be with this wicked generation."

This Generation
Matt 11:16-19 - "But to what shall I liken this generation? It is like children sitting
in the marketplaces and calling to their companions, 17 "and saying: 'We played
the flute for you, And you did not dance; We mourned to you, And you did not
lament.' 18 "For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a
demon.' 19 "The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Look, a
glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!' But wisdom is
justified by her children."
Matt 12:39-42 - But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous
generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the
prophet Jonah. 40 "For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of
the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart
of the earth. 41 "The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this
generation and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah;
and indeed a greater than Jonah is here. 42 "The queen of the South will rise up in
the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends of
the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a greater than Solomon is
here.

This Generation
Matt 23:33-39 - "Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the
condemnation of hell? 34 "Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets,
wise men, and scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify, and
some of them you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute
from city to city, 35 "that on you may come all the righteous blood
shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of
Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the
temple and the altar. 36 "Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will
come upon this generation.

Generation
Matt 24:33-34 - "So you also, when you see all these things,
know that it is near--at the doors! 34 "Assuredly, I say to you, this
generation will by no means pass away till all these things take
place.
Mark 8:38-9:1 - "For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in
this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also
will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with
the holy angels." 9:1 And He said to them, "Assuredly, I say to
you that there are some standing here who will not taste death till
they see the kingdom of God present with power."

Variant Explanations
Generation refers to Israel, offspring or generation of Abraham
Generation refers to that generation alive when these events
begin to occur
Generation refers to those alive and hearing Jesus when He was
preaching in first century

Generation
1078. genesiv genesis, ghen'-es-is
nativity; figuratively, nature:--generation, nature(-ral).
Matt 1:1 - The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham.
1081. gennhma gennema, ghen'-nay-mah
offspring; by analogy, produce (literally or figuratively):--fruit, generation.
Matt12:34 - O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for
out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.
1074. genea genea, ghen-eh-ah'
a generation; by implication, an age (the period or the persons):--age,
generation, nation, time.
Matt 24:34 - Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these
things be fulfilled.

Summary
Jesus promised He would be coming soon in power to judge the
wicked and set up His Kingdom.
He promised this event would occur within one generation of
those who were standing there listening to Him
This event occurred in 70 A.D. when He (through the Roman
armies) destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple, wiping out forever
the nation Israel

Olivet Discourse

Outline
Overiew
Postmillennialism
Amillennialism
Revelation and the Millennium
Premillennialism
Israel?
When are, or were, the ‘Last Days’?
The Comings(s) of Christ
Which Generation?
9. Olivet Discourse
10. Revelation
11. So What?
12. Wrap-Up
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Taught from perspective of Postmillennial Preterism

Introduction
Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21) the
source of much you will see errantly taught on Second
Coming and end of the world
Revelation is the expanded version of what we see
compactly stated in the Olivet Discourse
Prior to 1850s, even most Historic Premillennialists viewed
Olivet Discourse describing coming destruction of
Jerusalem and Temple in 70 A.D., not Final Coming
Time clues are too obvious to be missed

Background
Matt 23:37-38 - "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I
wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her
chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 38 "See! Your
house is left to you desolate;
Luke 19:41-44 - Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept
over it, 42 saying, "If you had known, even you, especially in this
your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are
hidden from your eyes. 43 "For days will come upon you when
your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround
you and close you in on every side, 44 "and level you, and your
children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you
one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of
your visitation."

Questions Being Answered
Matt 24:1-3 - Then Jesus went
out and departed from the
temple, and His disciples came
up to show Him the buildings
of the temple. 2 And Jesus said
to them, "Do you not see all
these things? Assuredly, I say
to you, not one stone shall be
left here upon another, that
shall not be thrown down." 3
Now as He sat on the Mount of
Olives, the disciples came to
Him privately, saying, "Tell us,
when will these things be? And
what will be the sign of Your
coming, and of the end of the
age?"

Luke 21:5-7 - Then, as some
spoke of the temple, how it
was adorned with beautiful
stones and donations, He said,
6 “These things which you
see—the days will come in
which not one stone shall be
left upon another that shall not
be thrown down.”
7 So they asked Him, saying,
“Teacher, but when will these
things be? And what sign will
there be when these things are
about to take place?”

Questions Being Answered
Mark 13 tells us it was Peter, Andrew, James, John
Questions asked by disciples were all relating to
destruction of Temple, not timing of separate events.
Disciples understood destruction of the Temple, His
“coming” (parousia) , and “end of the age” to be
identified with the time “when all these things shall be
fulfilled.”

Points of Interest
Stones in foundation were 60 feet long, 9 feet wide,
and 71/2 feet high. Alternately red and white marble.
“Not one stone shall be left here upon another” not
literal. Wailing Wall remains of Western Wall of
Herod’s Temple. Jesus speaking hyperbolically to
indicate total destruction.
End of age, aeon, not kosmos or oikumene. End of
Jewish Age, not our age. Jews thought in terms of two
ages – the one in which they lived under the law, and
the future age of the Messiah.

Birth Pangs, not Signs
Matt 24:6-8 - "And you will hear of wars and rumors of
wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things
must come to pass, but the end is not yet. "For nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And
there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in
various places. "All these are the beginning of sorrows.
Wars and rumors of wars, famines and earthquakes,
etc. Ordinary course of events, not sign of the end.
They are inevitable, but “the end is not yet.”
Beginning of sorrows, like birth pangs. But not sign of
the end (then or now)

Tribulation and Persecution
Matt 24:9 - "Then they will deliver you up to tribulation
and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My
name's sake.
Mark 13:9 - "But watch out for yourselves, for they will deliver you
up to councils, and you will be beaten in the synagogues. You will
be brought before rulers and kings for My sake, for a testimony to
them.

Acts 4, 6, 16, 18, 24, 25 (Jewish and Roman rulers)
Acts 7 – Stephen first martyr
Acts 8 – Great persecution
Paul’s epistles
Nero 54-68 A.D. – Last three years horrific persecution
of Christians (crucified, sewn in animal skins and
attacked by wild beasts, burned as torches)

Betrayal and False Prophets
Matt 24:10-13 - "And then many will be
offended, will betray one another, and will
hate one another. "Then many false
prophets will rise up and deceive many.
“And because lawlessness will abound, the
love of many will grow cold. "But he who
endures to the end shall be saved.

Gospel Preached in all the World
Matt 24:14 - "And this gospel of the kingdom will
be preached in all the world (oikoumene) as a
witness to all the nations, and then the end will
come.

All the World
Luke 2:1 - And it came to pass in those days that a
decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered.
Acts 11:28 - Then one of them, named Agabus, stood
up and showed by the Spirit that there was going to be
a great famine throughout all the world, which also
happened in the days of Claudius Caesar.

To all the Earth
Rom 10:18 - But I say, have they not heard? Yes
indeed: "Their sound has gone out to all the earth, And
their words to the ends of the world.“
Rom 16:25-26 - Now to Him who is able to establish
you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept
secret since the world began 26 but now has been
made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures has
been made known to all nations, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience
to the faith—

In All the World
Col 1:5-6 - because of the hope which is laid up for you
in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of
the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it
has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as
it is also among you since the day you heard and knew
the grace of God in truth;
Col 1:23 - if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded
and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope
of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to
every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became
a minister.

Abomination of Desolation
Matt 24:15-20 - "Therefore when you see the
'abomination of desolation,' spoken of by Daniel the
prophet, standing in the holy place" (whoever reads,
let him understand), 16 "then let those who are in
Judea flee to the mountains. 17 "Let him who is on the
housetop not go down to take anything out of his
house. 18 "And let him who is in the field not go back
to get his clothes. 19 "But woe to those who are
pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those
days! 20 "And pray that your flight may not be in
winter or on the Sabbath.

Abomination of Desolation
Dan 9:24-27 - "Seventy weeks are determined For your people
and for your holy city, To finish the transgression, To make an end
of sins, To make reconciliation for iniquity, To bring in everlasting
righteousness, To seal up vision and prophecy, And to anoint the
Most Holy. 25 "Know therefore and understand, That from the
going forth of the command To restore and build Jerusalem Until
Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two
weeks; The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in
troublesome times. 26 "And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah
shall be cut off, but not for Himself; And the people of the prince
who is to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of
it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are
determined. 27 Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for
one week; But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to
sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be
one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is
determined, Is poured out on the desolate."

Abomination of Desolation
Luke 21:20-21 - "But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by
armies, then know that its desolation is near. 21 "Then let those
who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those who are in the
midst of her depart, and let not those who are in the country enter
her.
Roman armies surrounded Jerusalem with ensigns of their gods
Atrocities inside of Temple – Priests killed, drunkenness, Jews
killing Jews
Temple destroyed, images of Caesar on eastern wall

Sign That End is Near
When armies surround Jerusalem time to flee. Not
wars, rumors of wars, famines, earthquakes, etc. But
now this is the sign that the end is near.
Those in Jerusalem and Judea are to flee immediately
Romans surrounded Jerusalem, and then inexplicably
retreated for a short time. Christians remembering
words of Jesus fled to Pella in Perea. No Christians died
in destruction of city.

Great Tribulation
Matt 24:21 -22- "For then there will be great tribulation,
such as has not been since the beginning of the world
until this time, no, nor ever shall be. "And unless those
days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the
elect's sake those days will be shortened.
Great tribulation happened in first century, not end of
history.
Over 3 million Jews killed in Jerusalem during time of
Passover

Great Tribulation
Psa 69:20-28 - Reproach has broken my heart, And I am full of
heaviness; I looked for someone to take pity, but there was none;
And for comforters, but I found none. 21 They also gave me gall
for my food, And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 22
Let their table become a snare before them, And their well-being a
trap. 23 Let their eyes be darkened, so that they do not see; And
make their loins shake continually. 24 Pour out Your indignation
upon them, And let Your wrathful anger take hold of them. 25 Let
their dwelling place be desolate; Let no one live in their tents. 26
For they persecute the ones You have struck, And talk of the grief
of those You have wounded. 27 Add iniquity to their iniquity, And
let them not come into Your righteousness. 28 Let them be
blotted out of the book of the living, And not be written with the
righteous.

False Christs
Matt 24:23-26 - "Then if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or
'There!' do not believe it. 24 "For false christs and false prophets will rise
and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.
25 "See, I have told you beforehand. 26 "Therefore if they say to you,
'Look, He is in the desert!' do not go out; or 'Look, He is in the inner
rooms!' do not believe it.
Time was ripe for Messianic expectations
Jews particularly vulnerable to false Messiahs because of rejection of
true Messiah
Vulnerable to promises of deliverance from Roman oppression
Vulnerable to demonically-inspired miraculous signs
History records numerous such false Christ’s who came and led many
away to destruction

Coming of Son of Man Not Secret
Matt 24:27-28 - "For as the lightning comes from the east and
flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.
False Christs and prophets lured adherents out in secret. Christ’s
coming would be visible and obvious to all. Not localized, but
general.
It would be rapid and sudden when it occurred.

Curse of the Covenant
Matt 24:28 - "For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered
together
Deut 28:26 - "Your carcasses shall be food for all the birds of the air and the
beasts of the earth, and no one shall frighten them away.
Hab 1:6, 8 - Hab 1:6 For indeed I am raising up the Chaldeans, A bitter and
hasty nation Which marches through the breadth of the earth, To possess
dwelling places that are not theirs .8 Their horses also are swifter than
leopards, And more fierce than evening wolves. Their chargers charge ahead;
Their cavalry comes from afar; They fly as the eagle that hastens to eat.
Jer 7:33-34 - "The corpses of this people will be food for the birds of the heaven
and for the beasts of the earth. And no one will frighten them away. 34 "Then I
will cause to cease from the cities of Judah and from the streets of Jerusalem
the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and
the voice of the bride. For the land shall be desolate.

Lights Out
Matt 24:29-30 - "Immediately after the tribulation of those days
the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the
stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be
shaken.
Gen 1:14 - Then God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of
the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for
signs and seasons, and for days and years;
Gen 37:9,10 - Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to
his brothers, and said, "Look, I have dreamed another dream.
And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed
down to me." 10 So he told it to his father and his brothers; and
his father rebuked him and said to him, "What is this dream that
you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers
indeed come to bow down to the earth before you?"

Lights Out
Isa 34:1-6 - Come near, you nations, to hear; And heed, you people! Let
the earth hear, and all that is in it, The world and all things that come
forth from it. 2 For the indignation of the LORD is against all nations,
And His fury against all their armies; He has utterly destroyed them,
He has given them over to the slaughter. 3 Also their slain shall be
thrown out; Their stench shall rise from their corpses, And the
mountains shall be melted with their blood. 4 All the host of heaven
shall be dissolved, And the heavens shall be rolled up like a scroll; All
their host shall fall down As the leaf falls from the vine, And as fruit
falling from a fig tree. 5 "For My sword shall be bathed in heaven;
Indeed it shall come down on Edom, And on the people of My curse, for
judgment. 6 The sword of the LORD is filled with blood, It is made
overflowing with fatness, With the blood of lambs and goats, With the
fat of the kidneys of rams. For the LORD has a sacrifice in Bozrah, And
a great slaughter in the land of Edom. (Destruction of Edom)

Lights Out
Isa 13:9, 10 - Behold, the day of the LORD comes, Cruel, with both
wrath and fierce anger, To lay the land desolate; And He will destroy its
sinners from it. 10 For the stars of heaven and their constellations Will
not give their light; The sun will be darkened in its going forth, And the
moon will not cause its light to shine. (Destruction of Babylon)
Ezek 32:7,8 - When I put out your light, I will cover the heavens, and
make its stars dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, And the moon shall
not give her light. 8 All the bright lights of the heavens I will make dark
over you, And bring darkness upon your land,' Says the Lord GOD.
(Destruction of Egypt)
Joel 2:30-31 - "And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth:
Blood and fire and pillars of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned into
darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the coming of the great and
awesome day of the LORD. (Destruction of Israel)

Sign of the Son of Man
Matt 24:30 - "Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in
heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will
see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory.
Coming(s) of Christ
Fulfillment of Dan 7:13-14
Dan 7:13-14 - "I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of
Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they
brought Him near before Him. 14 Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a
kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion
is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one
Which shall not be destroyed.

Tribes of the Land Shall Mourn
Zech12:10-11 - "And I will pour on the house of David and on the
inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication;
then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will
mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him
as one grieves for a firstborn. 11 "In that day there shall be a
great mourning in Jerusalem, like the mourning at Hadad
Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.
Rev 1:7 - Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will
see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the
earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.

This Generation
Matt 24:32-34 - "Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its
branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know
that summer is near. 33 "So you also, when you see all these things,
know that it is near--at the doors! 34 "Assuredly, I say to you, this
generation will by no means pass away till all these things take
place.
Remember the question being answered – when will the Temple be
destroyed, and what will be the sign it is going to happen?
Now Jesus wraps it up by telling them when they see all these things,
the end is near.
All things he has mentioned will occur before that current generation
passes away

Revelation
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Taught from perspective of Postmillennial Preterism

Newspaper Quote
Richard Land, president of the Southern Baptist Convention's Ethics
and Religious Liberty Commission, said such staunch support for Israel
is fundamental to the evangelical movement.
"American evangelicals have it in their DNA: God blesses those who
bless the Jews and curses whoever curses the Jews," he said. "We want
God to bless America and if America doesn't support Israel we don't
have his blessing. It doesn't mean Israel is always right, it doesn't mean
we don't remonstrate Israel, but we are going to have their back."
That broad backing for Israel is in part grounded in a widely held
evangelical belief that the existence of a Jewish state is a prerequisite
for the second coming of Jesus.
Many evangelicals believe that when Jesus returns, it will be to Israel.
The purpose of his Second Coming will be to destroy its enemies and
return to heaven with his followers in what is variously called the
Rapture or the End Times.

Apocalypse
602. apokaluqiv apokalupsis, ap-ok-al'-oop-sis
from 601; disclosure:--appearing, coming, lighten,
manifestation, be revealed, revelation.

Apocalypse is a revelation, not a mystery

Theories of Interpretation
1. Historicist – fulfilled progressively
2. Futurist – fulfilled at end of human history
3. Idealist – presents general principles for every period of
history
4. Preterist – fulfilled in the past

Careful exegesis of Revelation will show it to have been
written to a first century audience, and fulfilled in their
lifetime, seasoned with a healthy dose of instructive
principles for all ages.

Time Clues
Rev 1:1-3 - The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew
unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and
signified it by his angel unto his servant John: 2 Who bare record of the word of
God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. 3 Blessed
is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those
things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.
Rev 22:6, 10 - And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the
Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the things
which must shortly be done. And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the
prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand.
Rev 22:7, 12, 20 - Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of
the prophecy of this book. 17 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with
me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 20 He which testifieth these
things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.

Symbols
Rev 1:1 – “and He sent and symbolized it by His angel to His bondslave John”
The earth – better translated ‘land’, because it refers to people associated with
the Holy Land, the Circumcision. After the destruction of the Circumcision,
‘earth’ means all of humanity.
The sea – refers to the Gentile world.
Mankind – ‘men’ refers to Circumcision. When Gentiles are spoken of Revelation
uses a fourfold list, “tongues, tribes, nations, and peoples.” This fourfold list
speaks to four types of civilization, in order:
1.

Tongues – patriarchal age, after tongues of Babylon

2.

Tribes – Mosaic age, when Israel and Gentiles lived as tribes

3.

Nations – Kingdom age, when Israel and Gentiles lived as nations

4.

Peoples – Oikumenical age, after Nebuchadnezzar, when Israel and Gentiles
lived as peoples within a large empire.

Symbols
Buying and selling – economic transactions in Revelation
symbolize liturgical transactions.
Those who refuse the mark of the Beast are not allowed to buy and sell
means they are expelled from the synagogue and the Temple.
The merchants of the land in Revelation 18 are those who worshipped in
the synagogue and Temple.

Kings – those who rule over kingdoms. The Gentile beasts are
kings and political rulers. Regarding the Jewish land, the kings of
the land are religious leaders.

Seven Churches Warned
Message to seven churches – exercise church discipline, or Jesus
will come an discipline you Himself
Having issued these warnings, Jesus then shows the churches
what it will mean if He has to come and purge their sins. It will
mean the kind of things found in the seven-sealed book, the
letter to the eighth church, Babylon

Changing of the Guard
Old Creation was superintended by angels, New Creation by redeemed humanity.
Heb 2:2 - For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression
and disobedience received a just reward,
Acts 7:53 - "who have received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it."
Gal 3:19 - What purpose then does the law serve? It was added because of transgressions,
till the Seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was appointed through
angels by the hand of a mediator.
Gal 4:1-7 - Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not differ at all from a
slave, though he is master of all, 2 but is under guardians and stewards until the time
appointed by the father. 3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the
elements of the world. 4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law,
that we might receive the adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, Father!" 7 Therefore you are
no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.
I Cor 6:3 - Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, things that
pertain to this life?

Changing of the Guard
Rev 4:10 - the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne
and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the
throne, saying:
Foreshadows 24 actions by archangels in Revelation
Each archangel in his turn comes before the Throne, removes his crown of
ruling the Old Creation, and then goes forth to perform his last act of
judgment against that Creation.
This pile of crowns is then picked up by the saints, who enter heaven to
replace the archangels as co-rulers with Jesus
Rev 20:4 - And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was
committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for
their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the
beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on
their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

Seals, Trumpets, Bowls
Jesus given large scroll with seven seals along the edge. The
seals are what kept the Kingdom from coming. Jesus now breaks
the seals, releasing the grip of the Old Adamic Creation. He will
then proceed to proclaim what the book says in the Trumpets,
and to implement it in the bowls of judgment.
Seals open the book, Trumpets proclaim contents of the book,
Bowls apply those contents
Historically
Seals concern the very beginning of the Kingdom in 30 A.D
Trumpets concern the events from Pentecost to right before 70 A.D
Bowls concern the events of the end in 70 A.D.

Seals
1. White Horse – Evangelical Conquest
2. Red Horse – Interpersonal Conflict
3. Black Horse – Sacramental Power (Grain, wine,
and oil)
4. Green Horse – Final Judgment
5. Saints Under the Altar of Incense
6. Breaks restraint on final judgment of Old
Creation
7. Singing stops for half an hour.

Trumpets
1. Against the land, the Circumcision
2. Against the sea, the Gentiles
3. Against springs of water, referring to the Temple
- Bitter waters poisonous doctrine flowing from false
Temple vice laver of cleansing water God had provided

4. Fourth Trumpet sounds against sun, moon, and

stars
- Fourth day of Creation. Heavenly bodies symbolize
rulers and governors.

Trumpets
Last three Trumpets are woes against the land, the
Circumcision.
5. Releases Satan and his swarming demonic army
for the Circumcision from the pit of hell.
- Preaching salvation by law and works, the torment
men (the Circumcision) for five months (Period between
Pentecost and Feast of Trumpets)

6. Contains three visions of the Church
7. All creation praise God that the Kingdom of Jesus

has come and will endure forever.

Trumpets
Seven Trumpets lay themes and characteristics of
the period between Pentecost and the final
judgment of the Old Creation. Chapters 12-15 lays
out the history of that period symbolically,
displaying the spiritual realities and conflicts that
operate behind the scenes in Acts and the Epistles.

Bowls
1. Circumcision (“men”) – apostate Jews and Judaizers
2. Gentiles – against the sea. Completely kills the sea. Gentile
world ceases to exist. Now there will only be believers and
unbelievers. No longer Old Creation callings – Rome as Guardian
Beast and Israel as priestly nation.
3. Temple – against Temple and poisonous waters.
4. Rulers and governors – Sun not put out but becomes magnified
and oppressive. Increasingly oppressive Roman government, but
“men” did not repent.
5. Shift from Circumcision to the Beast. Chaos in Rome in Nero’s
last years and the chaotic “year of three emperors.”

Bowls
6. Battle of Har Magedon (Mountain of the Festival Assembly) – Festival
Marriage Supper of the Lamb, battle fought and Beast destroyed (Rev 19).
Two armies brought together
The army (saints)of the Kings from the Sunrising (Jesus Christ)
Euphrates dried up so they can enter the land
Three Frog army
Counterfeits of the Holy Spirit proceeding from the counterfeit God
(Dragon), Father (Sea Beast), and Son (False Prophet)
Satan gathered wicked Circumcision together to fight the Kingdom, but
the Romans decided instead to destroy Jerusalem (17:3, 7, 14, 16)
Jesus and His people destroy the Beast (19:9)
7. Judgment suspended for 40 years (6:12-17) allowed to resume. Babylon and
Gentiles fall, only the City of God remains. Roman empire did not cease to exist
in 70 A.D. But as a spiritual power energized by the full power of Satan in his Old
Creation strength all these human empires fell and ceased to exist.

Judgment of Babylon
Babylon represents Jerusalem, the whole land, and to the
Circumcision wherever they are (Harlot Babylon sits on many
waters).
Babylon sits on the Beast, the symbol of the God-established,
Satan perverted guardian.
The Beast seeks to be God, the False Prophet seeks to be God,
and Babylon seeks to be God. Because of this eventually they all
turn on one another.
High Priest had on his forehead “Holy to Yahweh.” The Harlot, as
counterfeit High Priest has “Babylon the Great, Mother of
Harlots and of the Abominations of the Land” on her forehead.
The Whore is drunk with the blood of the saints. Blood of the
saints spread over the land calls down vengeance of God.

Judgment of Babylon
Beast on which woman sits is combination of the
Red Dragon (Satan) and the Sea Beast (Rome).
Abyss “was” when he led the Circumcision against the
Church in 9:1-11, 2, 11 and 12:15.
He “was not” when he was defeated by Paul and the
Apostles.
Shortly he is to come back out of the abyss for his final
attack on the Apostolic Church, seen in 11:17 and 13:15-17.
Eventually he goes to destruction – Sea Beast and False
Prophet destroyed (19:20), and then Satan himself (20:10)

The Millennium
Millennium begins after these events in 70 A.D
1000 years from building of Solomon’s Temple to
70 A.D. First millennium, shadow of the true
Millennium
403 years from Temple to exile
70 years of Babylonian captivity
490 years from Cyrus to 31/2 years after the Crucifixion
37 years to 70 A.D.

Solomon’s 666 apostasy is a foreshadowing of the
666 apostasy that ends that thousand-year
kingdom

The Millennium
Millennium begins with Satan bound and back in
the Abyss. He is not powerless, but can no longer
deceive the nations and keep the Kingdom from
them.
Ascended saints move into Palace-Temple of God
and sit on thrones vacated by the archangels, there
to rule with Christ (20:4a)

The Millennium
Simultaneously Church on earth experiences a
resurrection.
Personal salvation is a first resurrection
Corporate resurrection of Bride in 70 A.D. called the first
resurrection (Eze 37)

Rest of dead do not rise until the Last Day
For a brief period of time before the end Satan will
once again be released from the Abyss, deceive the
nations (Gog, Prince, and Magog, People) to attack
the Church. Attack cut short by fire from Heaven.

The New Jerusalem
21:1-8 final state
21:9-22:5 Millennial
New Heavens and New Earth not physical change
but governmental. Came at Ascension of Jesus,
now at last a Man was in Heaven on the throne
with God, at Pentecost when the Spirit was
released in full power to the earth, and Satan was
cast out of heaven to earth.
Fullness came when saints joined Christ on thrones
in Heaven and Satan removed from earth.

Backup

Seals
1. White Horse – Evangelical Conquest
2. Red Horse – Interpersonal Conflict
3. Black Horse – Sacramental Power (Grain, wine, and oil)
4. Green Horse – Final Judgment
5. Saints under the altar of incense

Holy Place signifies firmament heavens, Holy of Holies the
highest Heaven. Incense altar right below. Old Covenant
saints went to Abraham’s Bosom until Jesus ascended into
highest Heaven.
Restraining seal now broken, they expect to ascend to Heaven
with Jesus. They are told they must wait a little longer, until
final harvest of Old Creation made. This happens in Chapter
20.

Seals
6.

Breaks restraint on final judgment of Old Creation
Land quakes, stars fall, moon displays blood of the saints before God’s
heavenly eye, all men run to hide from the wrath of the Lamb of God. As it
starts, it is suspended, until bowls in Chapter 16.
Old Creation peoples given final opportunity to repent and be saved.
Four archangels come forward to seal a group of people on their foreheads –
the symbolic 144,000, converted Jews, symbolically 12,000 from each tribe
except apostate Dan. These faithful Jews will be massacred by the apostate
Circumcision in Revelation 14.
Vast multitude of Gentile believers, who are going to be massacred in the
great tribulation (late 60s A.D.)

7.

Singing stops for half an hour. Singing stops so Trumpets can be heard.
Liturgically speaking, the praise stops for the sermon to be heard. Holy Spirit
now poured out as fire. Poured out by “Another Angel”. This Angel is not one of
the twenty four, but is their Captain, the Angel of the Lord, the Son of God.

Trumpets
First Trumpet against the land, the Circumcision
2. Second Trumpet against the sea, the Gentiles
3. Third Trumpet against springs of water, referring to the Temple
(Gen 2:10-14; Ezek 47)
Bitter waters poisonous doctrine flowing from false Temple
Laver of cleansing water God had provided
4. Fourth Trumpet sounds against sun, moon, and stars
Fourth day of Creation. Heavenly bodies symbolize rulers and
governors.
1.

Trumpets
Last three Trumpets are said to be woes against the land, against the Circumcision.
5.

Fifth Trumpet releases Satan and his swarming demonic army for the
Circumcision from the pit of hell.
Preaching salvation by law and works, the torment men (the Circumcision) for
five months (Period between Pentecost and Feast of Trumpets)

6.

Sixth Trumpet contains three visions of the Church
An army of 200,000,000 angels rides the horses of the Church to do battle with
the enemy, and to “kill” men by converting them by putting their flesh to
death with the fire of the Spirit breathed from their lion-of-Judah mouths.
John himself as a member of this army.
The two witnesses, a symbol of the 144,000 who proclaim the Word of God to
Jewry. Drive the Beast from the abyss back to the pit for a while. Then it
comes forth and slays them.
Jerusalem here called Babylon, Sodom, Egypt.

7.

Seventh Trumpet sounds, all creation praise God that the Kingdom of Jesus has
come and will endure forever.

Trumpets
Seven Trumpets lay themes and characteristics of the period
between Pentecost and the final judgment of the Old Creation.
Chapters 12-15 lays out the history of that period symbolically,
displaying the spiritual realities and conflicts that operate behind
the scenes in Acts and the Epistles.
Begins with incarnation and ascension of Jesus, the seed of the
woman. Satan tried to prevent Jesus from coming into the world
Seducing Cain to murder Abel
Corrupting Israel in Egypt (along with attempt to kill all male
babies)
Seeking to destroy Davidic line through Athaliah
Moving Herod to try and kill the baby Jesus

Trumpets
He failed, and Jesus went to Heaven where as Michael the
Archangel, He cast out Satan. Cast down to the Land he took up
residence in the Temple as Wormwood.
Sought to persecute the woman, the Bride of Christ (Acts 3-7)
Woman fled into wilderness (saints fled Jerusalem)
After a number of years Wormwood poured out poisonous
waters – false Judaizing doctrine
Satan tries persecution and corruption. These having failed he
returns to persecution against the Gentile Christians (“rest of her
offspring”)

Trumpets
Stands of sands of sea addressing the Roman Gentile Sea, and raises up the sea beast
Beast from Daniel 7 (God set up Sea Beast(s) as guardians and protectors of His people, four
earthly cheribum-guardians. Four beasts with seven heads among them, ultimately one
beast.
Beast 1 Head 1
Babylon
Beast 2 Head 2
Persia
Beast 3 Head 3
Alexander of Greece
Beast 3 Head 4
Greek Egypt (King of the South, Dan 11)
Beast 3 Head 5
Greek Syria (King of the North, Dan 11)
Beat 3 Head 6
Hellenistic Rome
Hellenistic Rome in Acts, protecting the Church. In A.D. 64 Nero began to change Rome in
earnest. Event Satan brings to pass in Rev 13.
Beast 4 Head 7 Imperial Rome
A second Beast, a Land Beast. A Jewish (land) Beast, also called the False Prophet (and the Man
of Lawlessness of 2 Thes 2).
Has two horns (Herods and the High Priest)and copies the Sea Beast.
False Prophet calls down fire from heaven. False Pentecost, and fire that God sent when
Tabernacle and Temple finished (Lev 9:42, II Chron 7:1)
Pentecostal fire of Acts 2 was a sign that Jesus had constituted His new Temple, the Church.
Rev 13:14 – completion of Herod’s Temple in 64 A.D. Enshrined not the Shekinah of God
but Wormwood. Sign to wicked Circumcision that God was on their side. Began to
persecute Christians as never before (martyrdom of 144,000 and two witnesses).

Bowls
1. Circumcision (“men”) – apostate Jews and Judaizers
2. Gentiles – against the sea. Completely kills the sea. Gentile

world ceases to exist. Now there will only be believers and
unbelievers. No longer Old Creation callings – Rome as Guardian
Beast and Israel as priestly nation.
3. Temple – against Temple and poisonous waters.
4. Rulers and governors – Sun not put out but becomes magnified
and oppressive. Increasingly oppressive Roman government,
but “men” did not repent.
5. Shift from Circumcision to the Beast. Chaos in Rome in Nero’s
last years and the chaotic “year of three emperors.”

Bowls
6.

Battle of Har Magedon (Mountain of the Festival Assembly) – Festival
Marriage Supper of the Lamb, battle fought and Beast destroyed (Rev 19).
a) Two armies brought together
I. The army (saints)of the Kings from the Sunrising (Jesus Christ)
II. Euphrates dried up so they can enter the land
b) Three Frog army
i. Counterfeits of the Holy Spirit proceeding from the counterfeit God
(Dragon), Father (Sea Beast), and Son (False Prophet)
ii. Satan gathered wicked Circumcision together to fight the Kingdom,
but the Romans decided instead to destroy Jerusalem (17:3, 7, 14, 16)
c) Jesus and His people destroy the Beast (19:9)

7.

Judgment suspended for 40 years (6:12-17) allowed to resume. Babylon and
Gentiles fall, only the City of God remains. Roman empire did not cease to
exist in 70 A.D. But as a spiritual power energized by the full power of Satan
in his Old Creation strength all these human empires fell and ceased to exist.
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Theology Proper
Anthropology
Christology
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Eschatological Systems
Postmillennialism
Amillennialism

Premillennialism
Historic
Dispensationalism

Observations
All four systems agree in asserting:
The Scriptures are the Word of God and authoritative
There will be a visible, personal coming of Christ
Every individual is to receive a resurrection body
All are to stand before the judgment seat of Christ
The righteous are to be rewarded in heaven, the wicked are to be
punished in hell
All four are consistently evangelical and have been held by able and
sincere men.
Differences between the systems relate to the time and purpose of
Christ’s coming, and the nature of kingdom to be set up at His coming.

The differences result not from any disloyalty to Scripture, but
because of the distinctive method employed by each system in its
interpretation of Scripture – in other words, their hermeneutic.

What’s at Stake?
Faithfulness to the Word of God
Hermeneutic

How should the Church, and its
members, live and work?

Key Issue - Is the Gospel to be successful in history?

Hinge Points
What impact will the preaching of the Gospel have
on society?
Does Scripture anticipate a golden age of
righteousness and prosperity?
Is that golden age to precede or follow the return
of Christ?

Dogs and Cats
Restoration Covenant (Ezek, Zech, Dan, etc.)
Daniel’s Seventy Weeks and Following
Anti-Christ, Man of Sin
Rapture
Mark of the Beast
Armageddon
Gog and Magog

Historical Perspective
Great shift from historicist to futurist eschatological perspective after French Revolution
1800s saw rise of numerous ‘Restoration’
movements (Mormons, JWs, Pentecostals, etc.)
Symbiotic relationship between these ‘Restoration’
movements and Dispensationalism
Co-opted Biblical term ‘Last Days’

Preterism
Preterism is an eschatological view that interprets
prophecies of the Bible, especially Daniel, Matthew
24, and Revelation, as events which have already
happened in the first century A.D.
Preterism holds that Ancient Israel finds its
continuation or fulfillment in the Christian Church
at the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.
Preterism, from Latin praeter, meaning “past” or
“beyond”, signifying that a majority of Bible
prophecy was fulfilled by A.D. 70.

Preterism
Jesus came in fulfillment of numerous Old Testament
promises and established His Kingdom
Many Jews and religious leaders rejected Jesus as the
promised Messiah
There was a forty year period where apostate
Judaism and true Judaism (Christianity) existed side
by side
At the end of the forty years, 70 A.D., Christ came in
judgment and forever wiped out apostate Judaism
and the nation Israel
This is the backdrop for rightly understanding the parables and
much of the New Testament teaching of coming judgment

Final Coming
John 5:25-29 - "Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is
coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of
the Son of God; and those who hear will live. 26 "For as
the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son
to have life in Himself, 27 "and has given Him authority
to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man.
28 "Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which
all who are in the graves will hear His voice 29 "and come
forth--those who have done good, to the resurrection of
life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of
condemnation.

Final Coming
I Thes 4:13-17 - But I do not want you to be ignorant,
brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you
sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him
those who sleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the
word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the
coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are
asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then
we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 17 And thus
we shall always be with the Lord.

Final Coming
I Cor 15:20-26 - But now Christ is risen from the dead,
and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep. 21 For since by man came death, by Man also
came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all
die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 23 But each
one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward
those who are Christ's at His coming. 24 Then comes the
end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father,
when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and
power. 25 For He must reign till He has put all enemies
under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be destroyed is
death.

Final Coming
I Cor 15:51-56 - Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not
all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal
must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has
put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that
is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory." 55 "O
Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your
victory?" 56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of
sin is the law.

Final Coming
Rev 20:11-15 - Then I saw a great white throne and Him who
sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled
away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw
the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books
were opened. And another book was opened, which is the
Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their
works, by the things which were written in the books. 13 The
sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades
delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were
judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then Death and
Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast
into the lake of fire.

Lure of Dispensationalism
Creates fascination – how does the Bible
speak to current events
Distorts how Bible really speaks to daily life
We need their fascination and enthusiasm, just
rightly applied

Tremendous financial boon (follow the
money) for preachers/writers – constant
need of update
Fact not near as exciting as fiction

Bottom Line
Divinity of Jesus and Apostolic inspiration at
stake
Kingship delayed; Christ will rule sometime in
the future
Church’s work limited; Church impotent
Effects your view of the future, and how you
view current events
You now live in the new heaven and new
earth – Proclaim it!
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Hinge Points
What impact will the preaching of the Gospel have on
society?
Does Scripture anticipate a golden age of righteousness and
prosperity?
Is that golden age to precede or follow the return of Christ?
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Postmillennialism
View of last things holding that the Kingdom of God is
now being extended in the world through the preaching
of the Gospel and the saving work of the Holy Spirit, that
the world will eventually be Christianized, and that the
return of Christ will occur at the close of a long period of
righteousness and peace commonly called the
‘Millennium.’

Righteousness

Postmillennialism

Time

Amillennialism
View of last things which holds that the Bible does not
predict a ‘Millennium’ or period of world-wide peace and
righteousness on this earth before the end of the world.
Amillennialism teaches a parallel development of good
and evil (God’s kingdom and Satan’s kingdom) in the
world, which will continue until the second coming of
Christ. At the second coming the resurrection and
judgment will take place, followed by eternity.

Amillennialism
(no millennium)

Good and evil parallel during earth’s history
Christ’s return at the
close of history

Premillennialism
View of last things which holds that the second coming of
Christ will be followed by a period of world-wide peace
and righteousness (before the end of the world) called
the ‘Millennium’ or ‘Kingdom of God,’ during which Christ
will reign as King in person on this earth.

Premillennialism
1000 Years
Earthly reign of
Christ

Things get worse and worse

Premillennialism

Premillennialists place strong emphasis on literal
interpretation.
“Teaching of Christ and the Apostles are to be understood
in a literal sense, except in certain places where some
other meaning is designated.”
“Literal wherever possible.”
“Literal unless absurd.”

Much of Scripture is figurative language
Jesus’ statement about body and blood (Matt 26:26,28)
Problem with Jews was their literal interpretation of
Messianic prophecies, expecting an earthly kingdom and a
political ruler.
Rigid literal interpretation leads to conclusion
Jesus will re-establish throne of David in Jerusalem.
He will reign in an earthly political kingdom of Jewish
supremacy for one thousand years.
Jews are to possess Palestine and surrounding areas.
Rebuilt temple, priesthood, temple ritual, animal
sacrifices, etc.

Israel?

Forever
Location: Middle East, bordering the Mediterranean Sea,
between Egypt and Lebanon

Israel
Don’t Click

Who are Children of Promise?
Gen 12:1-3 - Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's
house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name
great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that
bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed.

Who are Children of Promise?
Rom 2:28 - For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither
is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh:
Rom 9:6 - Not as though the word of God hath taken none
effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel:
Gal 3:7 - Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the
same are the children of Abraham.
Gal 3:29 - And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and
heirs according to the promise.

You Are the Israel of God

Gal 6:16 - And as many as walk according to this rule,
peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of
God.

Last Days

Last Days
The New Testament writers use “the last days”
and similar expressions to refer to events in their
own life time. The “last days” were the last days of
the Old Covenant, the period in between the
crucifixion in 30 A.D. and the destruction of
Jerusalem in 70 A.D.

Christ Promised He Was Coming Soon
Matt 10:23 - But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into
another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the
cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come.
Matt 16:27-28 - For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his
Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man
according to his works. 28 Verily I say unto you, There be some
standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of
man coming in his kingdom.
Mark 9:1 - And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there
be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till
they have seen the kingdom of God come with power.

Matt 24:1-3 - Then Jesus went out
and departed from the temple,
and His disciples came up to show
Him the buildings of the temple. 2
And Jesus said to them, "Do you
not see all these things?
Assuredly, I say to you, not one
stone shall be left here upon
another, that shall not be thrown
down." 3 Now as He sat on the
Mount of Olives, the disciples
came to Him privately, saying,
"Tell us, when will these things be?
And what will be the sign of Your
coming, and of the end of the
age?"

Luke 21:5-7 - Then, as some
spoke of the temple, how it
was adorned with beautiful
stones and donations, He said,
6 “These things which you
see—the days will come in
which not one stone shall be
left upon another that shall not
be thrown down.”
7 So they asked Him, saying,
“Teacher, but when will these
things be? And what sign will
there be when these things are
about to take place?”

Matt 24:32-34 - "Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its
branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know
that summer is near. 33 "So you also, when you see all these things,
know that it is near--at the doors! 34 "Assuredly, I say to you, this
generation will by no means pass away till all these things take
place.
Remember the question being answered – when will the Temple be
destroyed, and what will be the sign it is going to happen?
Now Jesus wraps it up by telling them when they see all these things,
the end is near.
All things he has mentioned will occur before that current generation
passes away

Jesus promised He would be coming soon in power to judge the
wicked and set up His Kingdom.
He promised this event would occur within one generation of
those who were standing there listening to Him
This event occurred in 70 A.D. when He (through the Roman
armies) destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple, wiping out forever
the nation Israel

Rev 1:1-3 - The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew
unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and
signified it by his angel unto his servant John: 2 Who bare record of the word of
God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. 3 Blessed
is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those
things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.
Rev 22:6, 10 - And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the
Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the things
which must shortly be done. And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the
prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand.
Rev 22:7, 12, 20 - Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of
the prophecy of this book. 17 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with
me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 20 He which testifieth these
things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.

Major Themes of Revelation
Transition from Old Creation order to New Creation order
From Old Covenant order superintended by archangels to
New Covenant order ruled by Christ and redeemed humanity

Christ’s judgment of His enemies and vindication of His people
Encouragement for tough times yet Christ’s triumph and care for
His people

What Does it Matter?
“Jesus either lied, or was a lunatic--he didn’t
return”
Kingship delayed; Christ will rule sometime
in the future
Church’s work limited; Church impotent

Your view of the future directly relates to
how you live in the present

Questions? Comments?

