The 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly
“God’s grace is sufficient for us.” - Leymah Gbowee
Even after reading the pre-assembly materials, it would be hard to believe anyone could anticipate
how many issues would be discussed and decisions successfully made in the multitude of areas
affecting our ELCA members and the world in which we live. As a voting member, I had to be
continuously mentally present, listening and open to understanding conflicting concepts during the
six days of the 2016 Churchwide Assembly in New Orleans.
The memorials and constitutional amendment as written, and their amendments to amendments
were primary to my interest. I was impressed with how diverse the issues were and the commitment
of our church actively advocating for the rights of forced-to-immigrate children and their families,
AMMPARO Strategy; the responsible use of energy and not investing in fossil fuel companies; and
calling for the deepening of relationships with the Historic Black Churches.
A major highlight was participating in the "Declaration on the Way" discussion and furthering our
unity with the Catholic Church. We have six full-communion partners now and may have a seventh
in our foreseeable future. Bishop Denis J. Madden, auxiliary bishop for the Archdiocese of Baltimore,
upon accepting a chalice from Bishop Eaton suggested that, “We will soon be sharing one cup.”

Another memorable event was hearing Rabbi David Fox Sandmel, Director of Affairs for the AntiDefamation League and Dr. Sayyid M. Syeed, National Director of the Islamic Society of North
America, discuss the relationship of Jews and Christians, Middle-East conflict along with the history
and in-depth insights of the believers of the Islamic faith as their views related to the memorial
Peace with Justice in the Holy Land.

The keynote speaker, Leymah Gbowee, Nobel Peace Prize winner and ELCA International Leaders
scholarship recipient, encouraged us all to be bolder in our work for the church and said, "I've come
to the conclusion that the state of our world is the reflection of our church." The church is not an
isolated entity in the world. We must recognize our responsibilities and help rectify national and
inter-national issues. Ms. Gbowee challenged us to be a “trouble maker” (as it is the legacy she will
leave behind) and to remember, “There are no minorities in God’s kingdom.”

In conjunction with the experiential learning workshop, “From the Doctrine of Discovery to
#BlackLivesMatter”, a memorial was put forward called Doctrine of Discover. This memorial’s
purpose was to eliminate the domination of native people and colonizing their lands, repent, and
reconcile with tribal leaders, re-educate ELCA members and partner with indigenous communities
rather than proselytize. The memorial successfully passed. The Rev. Jesse L. Jackson Sr. spoke at the
workshop.

"We need each other like never before ... but the good news is we have each other."
- The Rev. Jesse Jackson.

Each day of the assembly featured a spectacular worship service and Holy Communion. Inspired
clergy, lay people, musicians, choirs and soloists presided, humbly served, performed, and strutted
their stuff to the amazed 1000+ worshipers in attendance. The new ELCA Vice President, William B.
Horne II of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Clearwater, Fla., was installed at the final worship service.

William B. Horne II, ELCA Vice President

The Churchwide Assembly was a great opportunity to meet, talk with, and listen to a diverse clergy
and lay people from around the US. For added entertainment, Bishop Eaton introduced the
announcements each day by singing:
“Announcements, announcements, announcements!
What a terrible way to die,
A terrible way to die,
A terrible way to be talked to death.
A terrible way to die.
Announcements, announcements, announcements!”

This is an original 16th century Catholic Church Indulgence (or a license to sell them) owned by the
ELCA. When the Presiding Bishop saw it, she asked if we could sell it.
"We are church, we are Lutheran, we are church together, and we are church for the sake of
the world."
Chuck Mosberger
August 17, 2016

