Ash Wednesday
February 14,
2018
Worship at 6:30
p.m. with
Imposition of
Ashes and Holy
Communion.
Lenten Soup Suppers and Lenten
Worship Services begin on
Wednesday, February 21, 2018.
Soup will be served from 5:00 –
6:30 p.m. Confirmation students
will assist in the kitchen.
Attendance at Lenten Worship
services is part of their
Confirmation class time.
Lenten Worship services begin at
7:00 p.m.

The Trumpet

Trinity Lutheran Church, ELCA 235 East 7th Street, Blue Earth, MN
“As God’s people, we are nurtured by word and sacrament to welcome,
empower and serve others.”
system (estimate $47,500) and to
replace the existing boilers with
two HTP Mod Con 850 K boilers
($58,700). These bids excluded
electrical wiring and an internet
cable from the mechanical room
to the office area. If this project
exceeds $117,000 another
congregational meeting will be
called.
TLCW has dedicated $8000 for
the boiler replacement. There is
approximately $7000 in the
Building Fund that could be used
for this project.
Extra copies of the Annual
Report are available in the office.

Recap of Congregational
Annual Meeting Jan 21, 2018
Council Leadership for 2018
unanimously elected at the Annual
Congregational Meeting:
President – Nate Eitzmann
Past Pres – Renee Beattie
Vice President – Marc Meier
Secretary – Ruthy Johnson
Treasurer – Diane Mensing
Financial Sec’y – Jerry Sonich
Sue Olson (2019)
Theresa Eckles (2020)
Bill Redman (2021)
For many years there has been
discussion about replacing the
boilers. It was approved to
upgrade HVAC controls from the
pneumatic system to an electronic

February, 2018

Weather Cancellations
Wondering about Sunday
Worship/Sunday School if we are
in a winter weather advisory?
Please listen to KBEW for any
cancellation announcements of
church and/or Sunday School.
If Youth Group or Sunday 7Up
(grades 7-12) is cancelled, Kim
will post it on Facebook as well
as an announcement on KBEW
and KJLY.
If school closes early on
Wednesday, the Release Time
afternoon program,
Confirmation, Handbells and
Senior Choir will automatically
be cancelled.
Church Calendar

Dr. Terri Hanson
(retired Clinical
Psychologist) will lead
four Lunch and Learn
sessions on mental
health issues. Mental Illness:
Faith, Family and Functioning.
The four sessions will be 12:00 12:45 (bring your own lunch)
Feb 5, Feb 19, Mar 5 and
Mar 19 in the Gathering Place.
Open to anyone interested in
learning more!
Trinity
Lutheran
Church
Women
do not meet
in February nor March. Their next
business and social meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, April 5.
Quilting – Thursdays at 1:00
If you want to be part of the
‘hands-on’ ministry of the Trinity
Lutheran Church
Women and
Lutheran World
Relief, come to
the Gathering
Place (basement
level) on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. to
help hand-tie quilts. If you have
any questions about this project of
the Trinity Lutheran Women,
contact Julie Rhoda (526-3503).

Cultural Calendar

Ash Wednesday

Feb 14 Valentine’s Day

Easter

Apr 1

April Food’s Day

How do you describe yourself?
As a daughter? A son? A father?
A mother? A wife? A husband?
A neighbor? Community
member? Child? Brother? Sisters?
As I write those descriptions I
know there are more I could add
to the list. We, as a church, have
language that we use to describe
ourselves in relationship to one
another and in relationship to the
God we worship. Phrases like
“brothers and sisters in Christ”,
“children of God” and “family of
God” to name a few.
February 14th marks the beginning
of the season of Lent in the
Church with Ash Wednesday.
Throughout Lent we will be
exploring how we speak about one
another through our Lenten
evening worship services. This
will be part of my thesis project
and I am writing to invite you to
participate in learning more about
the relational lingo of Trinity
Lutheran Church. I seek to
discover with you what phrases
we use at Trinity to describe our
relationship to one another and to
God and then dive deeper into
what those phrases mean.
th

For example, in the 10 chapter of
the Gospel of Luke we have the
story of the Good Samaritan, a
parable told by Jesus. A man is
robbed and left for dead on the
road and several people, who
would be expected to help do not.
Then finally, a Samaritan,
someone despised by those first
hearing this parable sees the man

and has compassion. Jesus asks
“Which of the three, do you
think, was a neighbor to the man
who fell into the hands of the
robbers?” and the lawyer to
whom Jesus specifically told this
parable replies, “The one who
showed him mercy.” Nowhere in
this story do we talk about
whether the man robbed and the
Samaritan are geographical
neighbors. Nowhere do we
discern whether the man deserves
help. Instead two people are
connected by compassion from
one to another by means decreed
by God, to love one’s neighbor.
We can easily name what we do
for our biological family
members but can we articulate
what we mean when we call
someone a “neighbor” or a
“brother and sister in Christ” at
Trinity? That is what we will
explore and I invite you to
actively participate in that
exploration. If you would like to
actively contribute to the
research portion of this thesis,
see the instructions below…
To participate in the research
portion of the thesis, volunteers
are asked to:
*Sign a consent form available in
the church office
*Be willing to take an opinion
survey available at church or via
email
*Listen to the three sermons
about relational phrases we use
at Trinity on February 21, 28
and March 7th. Recordings will
be available for anyone who
wishes to participate but is
unable to make it to worship.
*Be willing to take a follow-up
survey
Here is what our Lenten Journey
into language will look like….

Ash Wednesday Worship,
February 14th at 6:30p.m.
Imposition of Ashes
February 21st Evening Worship
with Holden Evening Prayer at
7:00p.m. Intro to Series: Why
nicknames at Church matter
February 28th Evening Worship
with Holden Evening Prayer at
7:00p.m. Exploring phrases found
in the congregation: Week 1
March 7th Evening Worship with
Holden Evening Prayer at
7:00p.m. Exploring phrases found
in the congregation: Week 2
March 14th Evening Worship with
Holden Evening Prayer at
7:00p.m. Exploring phrases found
in the congregation: Week 3
March 21st Evening Worship with
Holden Evening Prayer at 7:00pm.
Closing to Series: What do I call
you now?
You may notice that I do not list
particular phrases to explore in the
schedule above. That is because
this sermon series will be based on
the most common phrases found
in Trinity’s publications
(newsletters, congregational
reports etc.) and from the surveys
by those who wish to actively
contribute to this project. We will
see where God will lead us!
United in Christ, Pastor Jeanette

April 10, 2018
Serving Hot Beef
Plate, etc. in the
warmth of Trinity’s
Gathering Place.

Information from Your
Church Council
Council Retreat -- Trinity’s
Church Council will be gathering
on Saturday, Feb 3rd, for a time of
planning for the balance of this
year, setting goals for outreach
beyond our walls and begin laying
out a 5 year plan for Trinity
Lutheran Church.
If you have any thoughts on
goals for the next 5 years, please
share it with your Council
members: Renee Beattie, Nate
Eitzmann, Marc Meier, Sue Olson,
Theresa Eckles, Bill Redman,
Ruthy Johnson, Diane Mensing or
the church staff.
Introducing Pres. Nate Eitzmann
It’s hard to believe we are
already one month into 2018. For
me, 2018 brings on some new
responsibility as my role as
Council President became official.
I have to admit, I was a little
nervous, but also excited for the
opportunity. I am surrounded by a
lot of great people on the church
council who have been and will
continue to be extremely helpful.
I would like to welcome Marc
Meier and Bill Redman to the
council and I want to thank
outgoing council members, Steve
Frederickson and Harley Willmert
for their service.
I want to take this opportunity to
tell you a little about myself. I am
a transplant to the area from
southern Nebraska. I grew up in a
small, rural community similar to
our new community in Minnesota.
I went to college in St. Paul at
Macalester College where I met
my wife, Megan. After college we
moved to my home town in

Nebraska. In 2012 we decided to
move back to Minnesota. We
bought an acreage east of Blue
Earth and started our new life.
I work as an agronomist for
Asmus Farm Supply in Rake, IA
and farm with my father-in-law
and his brother. Megan is a
Registered Nurse for UHD in
Blue Earth. We have been
blessed with three children,
Sidney (8), Caitlin (6), and Nolan
(4). As a new comer to the area,
it was easy for me to feel at home
at Trinity. Everyone was very
welcoming and the people here
made me proud to become a
member of this community. I
thank all of you for making us
feel at home from day one. As
we are nearing six years here, I
have never been more proud of
my affiliation with TLC. Our
church is in a good place with
great leadership and 2018 is
going to be another great year.
It will not be without challenges,
but those challenges will
strengthen our congregation.
Be sure to check out next
month’s Trumpet Blast for
updates on 2018 mission goals,
TLC’s 5 year plan, and updates
on the boiler replacement project.
Take Care, Nate Eitzmann
TLC Council President

Trinity’s Council met January 9.
Financial reports were reviewed.
Terri Hanson will be leading four
Lunch and Learn session on
mental health issues Feb 5, Feb
19, Mar 5 and Mar 19 at noon at
Trinity’s Gathering Place. Open
to the public.

Property Committee getting bids
to replace the boilers and upgrade
HVAC controls. Will be
presented at Annual Meeting.
New Member classes being held
Jan 14 and 28 and Feb 4.
Expressed our thanks to out-going
Past President Steve Frederickson
and Harley Willmert (at large
member).
Complete copy of minutes is available on
the display rack outside the office

Blue Earth River Conference
Assembly – February 11
The B E R C is comprised of the
ELCA congregations in Faribault
and Freeborn Counties. The
business meeting will be held at
Trinity Lutheran Church in Albert
Lea at 2:00 p.m. Our
congregation is entitled to have six
members attend this Conference.
If interested, please contact Pastor
Bidne at 526-3463.
SE MN Synod Assembly will be
held May 4 and 5 at the Verizon
(Civic) Center in Mankato.
Trinity is entitled to two voting
members. Registration fee is paid
by Trinity. Overall theme will be
‘Celebrating Our Global
Congregation’ with guest speakers
from Colombia, Tanzania and
South Sudan. Anyone interested
in attending should contact Pastor
Jeanette or the church office
(526-3463).
February Ushers
Sunday – 8:30
Mark Mensing
Brad Huse
Jeff Eckles
Don Mensing
Sunday – 10:45
Bruce Stensland, Kevin Benson
Chuck Hunt
We are in need of more Ushers!
Please contact Dale Meckes
(526-3007) to volunteer.

Listed below
are birthdays
of members in
the church
active data
base. If there
is an addition
or correction,
please call the
church office

February 18, 2018, 9:45 a.m.
Ranette Holmseth will lead a
conversation during coffee time in
the Gathering Place about the
‘how to’ of leading a small group
book study or Bible study. ALL
are welcome!
(Ranette is the sister of Lori
Maher.)
If you have questions about this
opportunity, contact Pastor
Jeanette.
How Thrivent Financial Benefits
Local Communities
For anyone with Thrivent
products, Thrivent Choice Dollars
are available to you. To access
these Dollars, visit
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. You
may also call 1-800-847-4836 and
when prompted, say "Thrivent
Choice". These Choice Dollars
can be designated for ‘hunger’ or
‘youth’. There are complete
instruction cards available on a
table in the back of the church.
Thrivent Action Team Dollars can
also be accessed through the
Thrivent web site, or contact your
Thrivent representative. These
Action Team dollars can be
dedicated toward the many
different projects that Trinity is
involved with.
On Feb 18, an Action Team event
is to provide a meal (12:30) and
play BINGO with residents at
Crescent Apartments. If you are
willing to be part of this Action
Team, contact Donna in the
church office (526-3463).

24 – Jason Lee, Pat McCabe
Jean Redman, Jody Wirtjes
25 – Randy Kuechenmeister
26 – Dennis Ruser
27 – Julie Blagg,
Tyler Stindtman
28 – Randy Frandle, Jolane
Levenhagen, Gabriela Weerts
29 – Jim Erdahl, Hudson Zierke

(526-3463).
February 1 – Bohn Oelke
Dwight Olson, Kayden
Omland
2 – Rehgan Broderick,
Myrna Olson
3 – Benjamin Backstrom,
Morris Johanson,
Kevin Skaare
4 – Greta Dahlberg
5 – Randy Anderson, Sophia
Rotterman, Michele Stindtman
6 – Kory Dikken, Merideth
Hagedorn
7 – Raina Juba
8 – David Beattie, Cindy Lein
Audrey McDonald
9 – Rick Dickman
10 – Wiletha Eckhardt, Don
Mensing, Josh Nuessmeier
11 – Karré Skaare
12 – Dar Holmseth, Suzie Olsen,
Sherry Stevermer,
Karleigh Wolff
13 – Marshal Bartels
14 – Brian Kokos, Joe Strukel
15 – Sydney Blagg
16 – Jim Brooks, Colan Surratt
17 – Beth Engeseth
18 – Steve Frederickson, Kaitlin
Johnson, Kaye Klinksiek,
Clair Nassen
19 – Sue Frederickson, Joni
Klinder, David Olson
20 – Tyler Eckhardt
Maggie Nagel
21 – Rhonda Keister, Julie
Krosch, Brett Loge
22 – Justin Skaden
23 – Ryan Berndt, Chad Blagg
Kelly Hulke, Michelle Meyers

Church Contacts
507-526-3463
Betrinity.com
Trinity@bevcomm.net
Donna Perryman, Office Admin.

Pastor Jeanette Bidne
Prjbidne.betrinity@gmail.com
Kim Jacobson, Children/ Youth &
Family Ministries
Kimmykimmyj@gmail.com
If you would like to receive your
Trumpet newsletter electronically,
just send Donna an email at
trinity@bevcomm.net

M M
ISSION

EAL

Feb 11
5:00 p.m.
Trinity’s
Gathering
Place
Menu: Chips and salsa, BBQ
Chicken, roasted potatoes,
coleslaw, cornbread with honey
butter, assorted cobblers cooked in
Dutch ovens.
Tickets ($20 each) are available
from the youth who will be
attending the ELCA National
Youth Gathering in Houston,
Texas, in July 2018.

February Children/Youth and Family News
Kimberly Jacobson, Children/Youth and Family Ministry 507-525-0747 Kimmykimmyj@gmail.com

Since the recent blizzard, many of us are starting to think about summer – and summer Bible
Camps! Staff from Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp staff came to Release Time to share with the kids what
their camp has to offer. Camp brochures will be sent home to share with their parents. The early bird deadline for
their camp is March 1st.
Camp brochures for Green Lake (Spicer) and Good Earth Village (Spring Valley) are also available in the church
office.
High School and/or college students interested in a summer position at a Bible Camp? Camps are taking
applications and holding interviews now! Most applications are available on line. Check it out!

Sunday, February 4th -Children from Nursery - 6th grade will be singing at the 10:45 service
Mission Meal
All Cowgirls and Cowboys: You are on the ‘Most Wanted List’ to attend the 4th Annual Mission Meal at
Trinity Lutheran Church (Gathering Place), Sunday, Feb 11 at 5:00 p.m.
Western wear encouraged!

Menu includes: Chips and salsa, BBQ Chicken, roasted potatoes, coleslaw, cornbread with
honey butter, assorted cobblers cooked in Dutch ovens
Tickets are $20 each – available from the youth who will be attending the ELCA National Youth
Gathering in Houston, Texas, June 27 – July 1, 2018.
Several theme baskets will be in the Gathering Place for preview for the Silent Auction. If you are not able to
attend the Mission Meal but would like to support the youth, please put your bid on the sheet by the basket.
WHAT is the ELCA Youth Gathering? Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and adult leaders from across
the ELCA gather for a week of faith formation. Through interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service and
fellowship, the hope is that every young person grows in faith and is challenged and inspired to live their faith in
daily life. As young people desire and struggle to find someone to become, somewhere to belong and something to
do, the Gathering seeks to be a ministry that helps define some of that – or at least open pathways of discovery.

Winter Retreat: February 17-19th
for 7-12th graders at Ironwood Christian Ranch

