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This summer on the Hill the theme 
of TCBA’s Children’s Camp was GO 
FISH—and we did! We had 100 
campers and of those 16 made     
salvation decisions!  The “100 on The 
Hill” is what our week was all about! 
Imagine days with swimming and 
water slides, spiders and storms,  
laser tag and Ga-ga Ball,  rock climbing and jousting, skits and special 
music, a ventriloquist and his “dummy,” and an illusionist. Top it off 
with Bible studies, a hard working staff, cabin devotions, missions 
studies, worship, solid Bible preaching, and of course, great food.   
 
 
 

Thank you Tri County churches for your prayers and financial   
support (because of your generosity 
to associational missions six children 
received camp scholarships, who 
otherwise wouldn't have gone.)  And 
thanks to all our staff who made this 
camp one to be remembered!        
 

Danny Hartwell, Camp Director 
  

 
 
 

Like us on Facebook  
Tri County Children’s Camp at Baptist Hill  

for more photos and video! 

Please pray… 
 Thank God and pray for the children who made 

decisions for Christ during camp, that their 
faith will be strengthened 

GONE  
FISHING! 



Churches on mission to “our Jerusalem”! 

BSU update 
We kicked off our summer BSU, June 
8th.  It was a great success!  We had 
65 the first week and about 75 the 
following week! This summer we are 
doing a series I have written called 
Foundations. This series explores the foundation of the church and how BSU seeks 
to model the church in order to teach students the importance of the church and 
prepare them for a life of faithful service in and to the local church. With the help 
of Ben Brubaker at fbcBranson, I have been creating short  (2-4 minutes) video  
sessions for students to watch and then having them break up into small groups for 
discussion questions on the topic. You can view the videos at www.cofobsu.com/
media/. In addition to the small group discussions and teaching, we have a full  
worship team that leads us in worshiping through song. Although we typically have 
a full worship team during the semester, this is an extra blessing over the summer 
given how few students are on campus. So many exciting things! 
Here are things you can be praying for: 
1. We are working hard to make BSU look more like a home this summer.     

Painting, decorating, yard work, etc. We would love to get more people plugged 
into helping, but I don't have the time or energy to sort it all out. Praise that so 
far, a good handful of students have worked so hard the last few weeks! 

2. Please pray for Kristin's health. I am six 
months into my treatment for Lyme/
Master's Disease. It has been such a 
struggle to function. My goal is to "do 
life" with our students, which includes 
letting them see me on my bad days,  
seeing me struggle-yet-remain-faithful to 
the Lord. This takes a lot of extra energy!  

3. Pray for Kyle. His goal is to write his dissertation for his doctorate in Old                   
Testament. We are driving down to Texas tomorrow so he can spend a week in     
SWBTS' library.  

4. Pray for our new resident interns, Ben Lange and Caleb Odenthal. They are    
wonderful! Pray for them as they learn the ropes on all their new responsibilities 
helping us lead BSU and helping with various responsibilities around our       
property. And pray that they would develop a deep friendship as leaders and 
roommates. 

Much love to you in Christ Jesus, 
Kyle and Kristin Rapinchuk 

 

Please pray… 
 For our “make BSU a home away 

from home” project 
 For Kristin’s health 
 For Kyle’s PhD work 
 For our interns: Ben Lange and Caleb 

Odenthal 

FBC Kimberling City dedicated its 
new Ministry Center as an outreach 
to the community on May 4.  

Children 
from New 
Beginnings 
Fellowship in 
Hollister get 
creative as 
they accept 
the 
“Matthew 
25:40     
challenge”—
leaving coins 
and a note 
taped to the 
car wash.  

TCBA churches worked together 
to share Jesus at the Stone  
County Tent Revival in May—8 
adults and 6 children made   
professions of faith, 4            
rededicated their lives to the 
Lord, and 1 family reconciled to 
each other! 

“CAN THESE BONES LIVE?” 
 

“Son of man, can these bones live?” And I 
answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 

Ezekiel 37:3 
 

They faithfully served their God and 
their community 
in northeastern 
Christian County 
for decades. But, 
like many rural  
churches across 
America, the 
membership of 
Union Chapel 
Baptist Church  
grew older, the 
younger folks 
moved away; 
and  2 years ago, 
the faithful remnant gathered to hold 
their last service. Since then, the 
building has sat empty. A Kingdom-
outpost had closed its doors. 
 

Months ago I asked you to be in 
prayer that a vital ministry could 
somehow be re-established in that 
abandoned facility.  
 

Recently I had the privilege to be 
present when the Union Chapel   
property was presented to a church 
that has been trying for two years to 
start a ministry in that rural          
community of beautiful rolling hills 
and horse farms. They needed a 
building; Tri County had one sitting 
empty. You prayed; God brought us 
together. The dry bones were 
joined! 
 

Here’s the miracle: at Union Chapel’s 
last service in August 2012, 2 (two) 
people were in attendance. Last 
week, under the new church’s     
leadership, 30 people gathered to 
worship God and preach His Good 
News to that community. The breath 
came into the bones! 
 

Long ago, the Lord asked Ezekiel, 
“Son of man, can these bones live?” 
Today, He asks the same question. Is 
there hope? Can revival come? Now, 
as then, we know the answer: with 
God, NOTHING is impossible! 

—Phillip Shuford, DOM 

Community groups from     
LifePoint Church in Ozark held 
Backyard Bible Clubs in area 
communities—going where the 
people are to share Jesus! 

Tri County churches are finding amazing ways to creatively tell 
about Jesus in our mission field of Christian, Taney and Stone 
Counties!  

Union Chapel 
Church 

http://www.cofobsu.com/media/
http://www.cofobsu.com/media/


Upcoming 
events 

 
Independence Day  

July 4th:  
TCBA office closed  

 
 

Smyrna Baptist Church  
Dedication Celebration : 

July 13th  
 
 

Ministry Teams &  
Executive Team  

Meetings:  
July 17th  

7:00 Ministry Teams  
7:30 Executive Board  

 
 

Ministers        
breakfast and prayer:  

 
 August 21st 8:00am       

Village Inn, Ozark  
 

August 28th 8:00am  
Bob Evans, Branson  

 
 
 

THANK YOU!  
 

Through TCBA you are       
encouraging, assisting and 

resourcing churches to fulfill 
the Great Commission all 

across Christian, Stone and 
Taney Counties.  

 

If you would like our Director 
of Missions, Phillip Shuford, 
to speak to your church or 

group about local missions, 
just call TCBA.  

 

Thank you again for your  
generous participation!  

TCBA trains church leaders 

A CALL TO PREPARE 
Dr. Richard Eakins (pastor, Shady Grove Baptist 
Church) writes: “Years ago I was told that the call to 
preach is a call to prepare.  I have learned that to 
minister effectively I need to continue to grow.  This 
is a principle of the Christ-life: ‘Study to show     
yourself approved unto God, a workman that       
needeth not to be ashamed.’  Seminary Extension is 
one way this can happen.   
 

“I asked a recent student how Seminary Extension 
helped him.  He said he found it a huge help in both the knowledge gained and 
in keeping him sharp.  This happens when you put disciplined effort into your 
personal growth.” 
 

Seminary Extension classes will begin again on Monday August 18th at the   
Mission House beside our BSU in Hollister at 6:30 pm.  The course will be      
Principles of Church Administration.  For information call TCBA at                    
(417) 725-8825 or Dr. Eakins at (417) 838-5067. 

Rev. Harold Stanley,  
Chaplain to the Stone 

County Jail, went to be 
with the Lord  on March 

19.  Harold was much 
loved and respected for 

his tireless work. Your gifts 
to TCBA helped support 

Harold’s ministry.  
 

Rev. David Holden of 
Ozark went to the 

Lord’s presence on June 
19. David had served at 
several TCBA churches 

and made a positive 
impact for Christ all 

across our 3 counties. 

YES TO VBS! Summer means VBS  
in many Tri County churches...and your  
association is  resourcing our churches  
to reach children, youth and adults for  
Christ through VBS. TCBA’s VBS Clinic at  
FBC Nixa (pictured at right)  trained  
nearly 100 people from 9 churches.  
The association is assisting churches  
with curriculum and with our popcorn,  
snow cone, cotton candy and bubble  
machines. Financial assistance is also  
available through TCBA to assist smaller  
Churches to purchase VBS curriculum.  

“Seminary Extension is a 

huge help in knowledge 

gained and in personal 

growth and in keeping 

me sharp.” 

IN MEMORIAM 
“Seeing that we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses...”  

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADER TRAINING 
Saturday September 27     8:30 a.m.—12 noon      First Baptist Church Crane 

Equipping leaders of all age groups 

TCBA connects churches 
TCBA MISSSIONS CELEBRATION & ANNUAL MEETING 

THEME: “PASSING THE BATON TO THE NEXT GENERATION”  
Thursday September 25    New Beginnings Fellowship, Hollister 

Missions Fair: 5:00—6:45 pm  Celebration and Annual Meeting: 7:00—8:30 pm 

YOU  ARE INVITED! 
Independence Fair 
July 3  6:30 pm. First Baptist Church Crane 
Booths; Fair Food; Softball Game; Concert (New Road) and Fireworks 
Information: (417)723-5273  

 
Don Piper, author of “90 Minutes in Heaven” will speak  

at New Beginnings Fellowship in Hollister on August 2 at 7:00 pm.  
Information: (417)334-6392 



TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
PO Box 370 
239 E Downing St 
Nixa, MO 65714 
Phone: 417-725-8825 
Fax: 417-725-8835 

Return Service Requested  

STAFF: 
Phillip Shuford, Director of Missions 
phillip@tcsba.com 
417-597-0084 
 
Meleta Getman, Financial Secretary & Ministry Assistant 
meleta@tcsba.com 
417-827-2558 
 
Kyle Rapinchuk, Campus Missionary 
rapinchukfamily@sbcglobal.net 
417-598-0823 

Non Profit Organization 

Permit#33 

Nixa, MO 65714 

Pray for our   
churches     
seeking a      

pastor: 
FBC Clever 

Friendly 

FBC Ozark 

FBC Reeds Spring 

 

Calendar 

July 
          NO PASTORS BREAKFAST THIS MONTH 
4              Independence Day (Office Closed) 
12             Ozarks Berry Festival, Remington’s  
17     7:00pm     Ministry Teams Mtg., FBC Crane 
17  7:30pm     Executive Board Mtg., FBC Crane 
29-31                 Campus Missionary Training,  
 Jefferson City  
 
August 
7-17             Missouri State Fair, Sedalia 
21 8:00am      Ministers Breakfast, Village Inn, 

             Ozark 
17 8:00am      Ministers Breakfast, Bob Evans, 

             Branson  

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am - 4:30 pm  
Friday: 8:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Tri County has a list of supply preachers! 

Happy Birthday, Pastors!  

Dennis Reynolds (FBC Lampe)  7/2 

John King (OMC)    7/14 

Ed Lassley (Prospect)   7/16 

Wil Griswold (FBC Hollister) 7/16 

Richard Eakins (Shady Grove)      7/31 

Gary Robertson Chestnutridge) 8/23 

Gene Swofford (FBC Billings) 8/28 

Jonathan McGuire (Bridge of Faith) 8/30 

connect with Tri-County: 
 

tcsba.com 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming events,  
church happenings,  
photos, and more! 

 

 

 

800.377.1277 

sight-sound.com   

Silver Dollar City Southern Gospel Picnic & Gospel Nights                                        
August 22– September 1       SILVERDOLLARCITY.COM 

http://www.sight-sound.com/

