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September 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5  
Fall Kick Off 

Wednesday Events 

6 7 8 

9  
Kick Off Sunday 

Promotion Sunday 
Youth Group 6p.m. 

10 11 
Youth Leadership 

6pm 
Deacons Meeting  
7pm 

Ministry Council 7pm 

12 
 

Wednesday Events 

13 14 15 

16 
 

Youth Group 6p.m. 

17 
Small Group—

Audet’s Home  7p.m. 

18 
Prayer Shawls 7-8pm 

19 
 

Wednesday Events 

20 21 22 

23 
Youth Group 6p.m. 

 
 

24 
Prayer Shawls  

9:30-10:30am 
Small Group—
Audet’s Home  7p.m. 

25 26 
Wednesday Events 

 
 

27 28 29 

30 
Be The Church 

Youth Group 6p.m. 

      

Dear Tomahawk Church Family: 
 

Well, here we are, at the beginning of another church year.  I always get excited—every time September comes 

around!  Warm summer days are making way for cooler fall weather.  Football games, sweaters, colorful leaves, and 

lots of great things going on at church—it’s a great time of year!  As we begin a new church year, it’s always im-

portant to take just a moment to look back at where we’ve been.  Just a moment, mind you—Let’s take a quick 

look!   
 

This year has been particularly eventful for me.  The end of August marked the close of my first year as your senior 

pastor.  What a blessed year it has been. God has shown me in so many ways that Tomahawk is, indeed, where I am 

supposed to be.  I thank God every day for leading me to this wonderful congregation, and to this mission field in 

which we minister.   
 

Our church has experienced many positive events over the last twelve months.  Last August we started out with 

one staff member, yours truly.  Now, we enter our new church year with a full staff!  God is so very good.  We have 

the following great people working alongside me and with our congregation: 
 

 Rev. Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

 Rev. John Mark Skammer, Minister to Youth 

 Chase Peak, Music Director 

 Krista Manuel, Children and Families Ministry Intern (for the months of September – May) 

 Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 
 

We can move forward and look to the future with hope and vision and excitement!  There are many new ministries 

and programs in the works beginning in September. Thomas’ newsletter article will fill you in on the new Small 

Group Ministry that begins this month.  John Mark has big plans for our youth ministry, and Chase will be starting 

up the Handbell Choir.  Krista will be working on plans for events in October for our children and families, but you 

will see her regularly on Sundays and Wednesdays.  Please give her a warm welcome. 
 

One ministry that I want to highlight is our Fifth Sunday Food Collection.  We are going to give a special emphasis 

to this event, every fifth Sunday, beginning September 30.  These Sundays will now be called “Be the Church” Sun-

days.  We are called not just to come to church and do things inside the walls, but we are called to BE the church in 

our communities and in our world.  By collecting canned foods for the Gathering Grounds Ministry here in Chester-

field, we are being the people of God through our actions.  On our “Be the Church” Sundays we will have an abbre-

viated worship service from 11:00-11:30 in the Sanctuary.  We will then adjourn to the Fellowship Hall for a simple 

lunch together, soup and sandwiches.  We will reflect on what it means to come to church so that we might learn to 

be more like Jesus when we go out from the church back into our world.  After lunch, we will then go back out into 

our communities, encouraging one other to look for ways to be like Christ to someone else—go and “Be the 

Church.” 
 

I am excited about this new church year.  I hope you are, too!  If you haven’t done so in a while, I encourage you to 

invite someone to come to church with you one Sunday.  National “Come to Church” Sunday is September 16.  

That’s the perfect Sunday to set a goal to invite someone to come along with you and experience love and grace at 

work among us here at Tomahawk Baptist Church. 
 

In Christian love, 

From Your Pastor                                              
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Schedule 

 5:30  Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 
 6:15 Bible Study (in the Fellowship Hall) 
  Children’s Choirs 
  Youth Choir 
 7:00 Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 
  Children’s Mission Groups 
 8:00 Hand bells 

Please welcome our new Children & Families Ministry Intern—
Krista Manuel.  She comes to us from BTSR and will work with 
Tomahawk, 15-20 hours a week, for the months of September 
2012—May 2013, beginning September 9.  She will work with a 
site team, made up of lay members, including: Elsie Dillard, 
Brittany McCarter, Ron Billings, Crystal Breedlove, and Chris 
Schardt.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
our pastor, Mary Mann.   
 

Children’s Choirs will be up and running, beginning Wednesday, 
September 5.  They will meet from 6:15—7:00 p.m. The age divi-
sions will be as following: 
  

 Littlest Angels:   Ages 2-3 
 Leaders:  Brittany McCarter, Michelle Hixson 
 

 Cherubs:   Ages 4-1st Grade 
 Leaders: Crystal Breedlove, Jennifer Blankenship 
 

 Choral Kids:  Grades 2-5 
 Leaders: Laura Easton, Chris Schardt, Jeanie Billings 
 

Children’s Mission Groups begin on September 5, as well, and 
will meet at 7:00 p.m.  These groups are a great way for children 
to get engaged in ministry both locally, and around the world.  
Our children’s mission groups participate in projects monthly, 
and help bring awareness of local needs to our congregation.  
  

 Mission Friends:  Ages 3-Kindergarten 
 Leaders: Rochelle & Pete Zangardi 
 

 Children in Action (CIA):  Grades 1-5 
 Leaders:  Christie Hamlett, Betsy Harrell 

 Music & Children Ministry Update 
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 Wednesday Nights 

Dinner Menu for September 

September 5:  Adults: BBQ Ribs, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans 
  Vegetable Soup  Assorted Desserts 
           Children: Cheeseburgers, Chips 
 
September 12: Adults: Fried Chicken, Green Beans, Mac &  
  Cheese 
  Chicken Noodle Soup Assorted Desserts 
  Children: BLT and Chips  
 
September 19:  Adults: Spaghetti & Meatballs, Garlic Bread 
  Bean Soup  Assorted Desserts 
  Children: Chicken Tenders, Mac & Cheese 
 
September 26:  Adults: Beef Pot Roast, Baby Carrots,  
  Parsley Potatoes 
  Tomato Soup Assorted Desserts 
  Children: Grilled Cheese 

The Next Chapter  
In The Lord of the Rings, Gandalf once said to Mr. Baggins, “You don't really suppose, do you, that all your adventures and es-

capes were managed by mere luck, just for your sole benefit? You are a fine person, Mr. Baggins, and I am very fond of you; but you 

are only quite a little fellow in a wide world after all!"   
 

A little fellow in a wide world, huh?  Well, that is true, but what is richer and truer, is that we are all little “fellows” in the wide 

world that God has created!  And God desires us to be part of His story in His world.  Let us trust that we all have a role to play in 

the story of God and in the story of the youth ministry here at Tomahawk.  So, this fall, let us roll out the red carpet and put 

Christ on display for all to see.  Let us discover our part in the story.  Let us turn the page to the next exciting chapter in the youth 

ministry at Tomahawk.  God has some exciting scenes for us to join and it is my prayer that we play our part well. – John Mark 
 

The paparazzi will be out.  The popcorn will be buttered.  Your seats will be saved.  It’s Opening Night!  Join us (all youth, 

parents, leaders – and anyone else interested in the youth ministry) on Sunday, September 9 from 6 to 7:30 in the Fellowship 

Hall for our youth ministry kick-off, Opening Night.  We will unroll the calendar for the fall, have sign-ups, enjoy some food 

and fun games, and set the stage for the exciting “movie” of TBC Youth Group!  Also, don’t forget about youth choir and bible 

study on Wednesday nights, Youth Group each Sunday night from 6:00 to 7:30, a time to Grub on the God in The Chew as we 

enter a new study in Feasting on the Word in Sunday School each Sunday morning, and a few special events this month to 

come.   
 

The nominations are out, and you’re up for an Oscar!  This fall semester, play your part in the story of God and in the story of 

TBC Youth Ministry well!           — John Mark 

From Your Youth Pastor 

Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Jane Arehart 
Dineen Audet 
Rucker & Nancy Barden 
The family of Ozzie Blass 
Chris Boswell 
Donna Bright 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
E. B. Davis 
Sherry Graves 
Jimmy Hill 
Bill Hixson 
Dorothy Holland 
Charles & Gail King 
Myrtle Laczi and Family 
Lloyd Mawyer 
Lois Parsons 
Ruth Spaulding 
Charles Taylor  
Thelma Taylor 
Kevin Thompson 
Sue West 
Sandy White 

Serving in the Military 
Jason Hehl – Ft. Gordon, GA                    
Ryan Hehl - Korea 
Shanna Hehl - Ft. Gordon, GA   
Mark Redman – Germany 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq  
Kenny Tarrant – Afghanistan 
Jacob Robertson – Afghanistan 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 

Family and Friends of Tomahawk 

Amy Adamchak (friend of the Zangardi’s) 

Dorothy Adkins (friend of Jeff Easton) 

Amanda Bachelor (niece of Lynn Price) 

Ed Barden (brother of Rucker Barden) 

Michael Bazemore (grandson of Doris Hamlett) 

Effie Gay Bodie (friend of Evelyn Whitlock) 

Vernon Brinn (Doris Wampler’s uncle) 

Jim Brody (neighbor of Thelma Taylor) 

Billy Duesing (family of Betty Moore) 

Margaret Hamlett (mother of Ed Hamlett) 
Butch Johnson (grandfather of the Troch children) 
Louise Glass (Friend of Evelyn Whitlock) 
Margaret Hamlett (mother of Ed Hamlett) 
Butch Johnson (grandfather of the Troch children) 

Family of Chris Bushong (friend of the Connell’s) 

Tip & Robyn Clifton (friend of Darla Skinner) 

Carolyn Crostic  

Curtis Crostic (brother of Betty Moore) 
Wesley Crostic (brother of Betty Moore) 
Susan Curles 
Randy Gibson (nephew of Sue & Willis Connell) 
Louise Glass (Friend of Evelyn Whitlock) 
Margaret Hamlett (mother of Ed Hamlett) 

Butch Johnson (grandfather of the Troch children) 

Angie Lawson (related to Carolyn Crostic) 

David Long (friend of Rucker Barden) 

Billie McClung (cousin of Darla Skinner) 

Mary McDaniel (sister-in-law of Buddy McDaniel) 

Roberta Meadows (sister of Mary Williams) 

Elizabeth Morris (Elizabeth Haney’s grandmother) 

Greg and Cara Myer (friends of Carolyn Crostic) 

Sheila Nestor (friend of Frances Gibson) 

Steven Norwood (Wanda Norwood’s brother-in-law) 

Lee Nye (neighbor of Diane Wisner) 

John Richardson (friend of Earl Cheatham) 

Chris Rimel (friend of Evelyn Whitlock) 

Paula Roberts (friend of Robin Belcher) 

Audrey Springston (friend of Wanda Norwood) 

Tim and Jennifer Turner (friends of Jeff Easton) 

Andrew Tutka (Mr. Tut – friend of Doris Hamlett) 

John Wilkinson (Frances Gibson’s brother-in-law) 
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Thank You 

Thank you to everyone for all of the words of comfort, love, pray-
ers and cards.    ~  Myrtle Laczi 

Thanks to all for the cards, calls, food, visits, and especially the 
prayers during my recent heart attack and triple bypass surgery.  
~ Charles Taylor  

We Welcome  Our New Members 

Thelma Walraven who joined on August 26, 2012 
 

 

 

 

 

We Celebrate Baptism 

Nick Hawkins who joined church on August 19, and will 
be baptized in September. 



Reminders from the Church 
Office… 

 Office Hours:  Monday—
Thursday, 9:00am—2:30pm  

 Please sign up for Wednesday 
Night Dinner by Monday afternoon.  Call the church 
office:  744-2044 

 Please have any submissions for the monthly news-
letter into the office by the 15th of the month prior to 
publication.   

 If you have an email address that we can use to contact 
you, please submit it to the church office.  

 We are currently updating personal information. Please 
be sure we have your correct address, phone number, 
etc. 

 THANK YOU! 

Facts & Figures as of August 26 

Offering   $7,122.80    Received to Date    $254,933.18 
Weekly   $8,208.27        Required to Date    $287,289.18 
Budget     $426,830.10     
 
S.S. Attendance  116            Worship Service  207 

An excellent summer has drawn to a close; kids are going back to school; and here at Tomahawk, we’re gearing up 

for another wonderful year of ministry and life together!  As we prepare to kick off our Wednesday nights and oth-

er fall activities, I want to remind you of our promotion Sunday, September 9.  On that day, our school age chil-

dren and teens will be moving up to their new Sunday school classes.  We will also be celebrating with and praying 

for all of our teachers and students in worship.  Please plan to join us!   I also want to call attention to a small 

change: our infants through four year olds will move classes on their birthdays rather than all moving up together 

in September, allowing us to better address each child’s individual needs.  If you have questions, please talk to me 

or you child’s Sunday school teachers. 

 

I’m also excited to let you know about a new opportunity for study, fellowship, and spiritual growth this fall.  I 

will be facilitating a new small group called “FAQ: Frequently Asked (but rarely discussed) Questions.”  Despite 

all the conversations and Bible studies we have in church, many of us have questions and doubts that often go un-

addressed.  The purpose of this group is to provide a safe space in which we can express and explore these issues of 

faith and life together as we seek to grow more into the likeness of Jesus Christ.  The topics will be determined by 

the group itself, but could include things such as: “I’m not so sure about the virgin birth.” “Where is God when 

bad things happen?” or “Is it really possible to ‘love the sinner, hate the sin,’ and what would that look like?”  Our 

first gathering will be Monday, September 17, from 7:00-8:00PM at Mike and Dineen Audet’s house.  Childcare will 

be available on-site upon request.  Still have questions?  Want to sign up?  Contact me or the church office.  And of 

course, there will be food. 
 

Grace and peace to you on our shared journey! 
 

Thomas  

From Your Associate Pastor 
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Tomahawk’s Core Values 

All programs and ministries will focus on one or 

more of these Christian values 

1) Authentic Worship experiences 

2) Intentional Bible study opportunities 

3) Community  Involvement and outreach 

Sermon’s for September 

September 2: Labor Days—Working with a purpose 

September 9: New Beginnings 

September 16: Sending the Right Message 

September 23: At the Heart of the Matter 

September 30: We Are Called to Be God’s Church 

Guys and Dolls—September Meeting 
 

“Guys & Dolls” - The Senior’s Program at Tomahawk Church 
Resumes Its Fall Schedule 

 

 
       Date:       September 24, 2011  
       Time:      10:30  A.M.  
       Place:      Fellowship Hall 
       
We welcome Betsy Harrell to our meeting to inform us of a 
way we can help to community through our connection with 
Gathering Grounds Ministry.  
 
We are asking everyone who attends to bring in gently used 
clothes to pass along to this project. 
For fun, we would like to have a “Taste My Favorite Recipe” 
lunch. This means that each of us would fix our favorite, or 
most unusual, dish and bring the recipe. This could get really 
interesting! Obviously, no charge for lunch. 
 

Guys and Dolls is a ministry of Tomahawk Baptist Church for 
seniors, by seniors.  Feel free to join us at our next meeting—
we’d love to have you!   

Leadership Development Conference 2012 

Monday, September 24, 2012 
5:45-9p.m. 

Cool Spring Baptist Church 
Cost: $5 per person 

 

Conference Schedule 
 5:45 p.m.  Refreshments/Fellowship/Snacks 
   6:30 p.m.  Welcome/Opening Remarks 
 6:45-7:45p.m.  Session 1     
 7:45-8:00p.m.  Break 
 8:00 - 9:00p.m.   Session 2 
 

All church members, including but not limited to Sunday School 
teachers, deacons, committee chairs, are invited to attend this 
leadership development opportunity.  Call the church office by 
Sunday, September 23, to sign up.   

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on call” if 
you need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

Clyde Cottrell (804) 276-2081 
Tom Peters  (804) 658-5358 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
We are beginning a new prayer shawl 
ministry.  You are invited to use your 
skills in crocheting, knitting, and quilting 
to create prayer shawls that will repre-
sent God’s love and presence to those 
who are in need.  The first sessions will 

be Tuesday, September 18 from 7-8:00PM and Monday, Sep-
tember 24 from 9:30-10:30AM .  Future meetings will be at the 
same times on the evening of the third Thursday and the 
morning of the fourth Monday.  For questions or more infor-
mation, please contact Sherry Graves. 

Drama Kids International 
*Act Confidently*Speak Clearly* 

*Fun & Rewarding* 
Now meeting at Tomahawk Baptist Church 

Monday’s 5:00-8:00p.m. 
This acclaimed program has been helping children to act  

confidently and speak clearly for years.  
There are three age group categories: 

Lower Primary (ages 5-8) 
Upper Primary (ages 9-11) 

Acting Academy (ages 12-17) 
  Any Tomahawk member wishing to participate will receive a 

10% discount. Call (804) 955-8062 for more information. 
 

Softball News 

On behalf of the softball team, we would like to 
thank the church for the opportunity to play ball 
and for your support. We had a very good year. 
We finished 2nd in the regular season and 3rd in the playoffs. 
Thanks to all those that played and to the spectators!  ~  Earl 
Cheatham 

Vacation Bible School 

A very special thank you to our Tomahawk 
family for all of the support,  donations, volun-

teers, and especially  prayers, for our “Sky” 
Vacation Bible School. We had 100+ children 
registered and 50+ volunteers. We are confi-
dent many young, and young at heart, lives 

were touched.  

We couldn’t have done it without you!  

Our offering total: $1,105.85 

Newsletter, September 2012 Page 3 


