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I’ve been thinking about James and Patience. We are
anticipating our congregation’s 200th anniversary. James
and Patience were listed as founding members of the
Presbyterian Church in Bowling Green, and their names are
recorded in the minutes of the first session meeting, on April
19, 1819. James and Patience were not given last names in
those minutes. Instead, their Christian names are followed by
a hand-written bracket and the description: “Colored
Persons.”
I have long wondered about James and Patience. There
little or no surviving information about them. They mattered
enough to be listed as charter members, but their histories
didn’t matter enough for them to be given last names, or for
there to be any information preserved about who they were.
The designation “Colored Persons” was not an insult.
However, we would not refer to James and Patience in this way today. More than
likely they were slaves, which is why they were not given last names. Some antebellum churches have slave balconies, where slaves were segregated from the white
congregations. But the earliest Presbyterian Church in Bowling Green was a small log
structure with no space for a balcony. We may hope that James and Patience sat with
all the other worshipers on Sunday mornings.
The histories of our congregation extol the pedigrees and accomplishments of
many of the founding members. There is even a strained familial relationship (wife of
a brother of a founding member) by which kinship to the Rev. Francis Makemie was
claimed. Makemie was one of the earliest organizers of Presbyterian Church
ecclesiastic structure in the United States. Many of the early members of the
Bowling Green church were from Rockbridge County, Virginia, and had roots in
Northern Ireland.
James and Patience are not afforded pedigrees. And, of course, the designation “Colored Persons” indicates that there was an acknowledged difference
between them and the other founders. Today, in 2018, we are painfully aware of the
ways racism and other prejudices surround anyone who is different. James and
Patience may have come in for some of that same kind of prejudice in their day. So
much is lost to history, but I hope that the effect of their names being listed with the
others as founding members was an encouragement to James and Patience. Let’s
all hope that their belonging to the congregation and to God was understood as
something truly different from their belonging to someone as slaves.
Our approaching 200th anniversary makes us proud. I think we should also be
proud that James and Patience were given a place in the earliest recorded history of
our great church. May their legacy be a strong continued willingness to welcome
and include, even people with missing pedigrees and different ideas.
Know that you are loved,
Matthew
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Christian Education
A Round Table Pulpit – our Monday evening Bible study continues
through October and into November. The group meets Monday evenings,
7:00pm in the Conference Room. The Rev. Dr. Matthew Covington is leading this study/discussion on the upcoming Sunday’s lectionary/preaching
texts. Help Matthew glean insights and perhaps have your suggestions/
story included in a sermon! Everyone welcome. Class will not meet
October 1 or 22.
Join Us on Sunday Mornings! We have classes for all, beginning at 9:30am.
Children have three classes – Preschool (ages 3-PreK); Kindergarten-3rd Grade
and 4th-5th Grade. Classes meet in the Children’s Center. Youth (grades 6-12)
meet in the Youth Suite. Adults have three options. The Floyd Hayes Ellis Class
meets in Room 201 and is continuing their reading and discussing The Apostle’s
Creed for Today. The Coffee & Conversation Class (room 202) is doing a
verse-by-verse reading of the Bible and continues their discussion. Christian
Thought (Conference Room) enjoys a video/discussion series on Comparative
Religion. Newcomers are always welcome!
Confirmation Class continues. We meet twice a month on Sunday afternoons from 4-5:30pm. We have need of a variety of visitors to join us from time
to time! Are you committed to social justice? Love to do woodworking?
Volunteering at a local agency? Active in our prayer ministry? We need you!
Contact Leslee Kirkconnell for specifics – she will also be making phone calls to
individuals to invite them to come on specific dates. And please keep this special
group in your prayers. We have 10 wonderful youth in 7 th-9th grade studying
more carefully what it is to be a member in the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. They
are guided by 10 mentors, who are walking with them on this special journey.
SAVE THE DATES!
October 27 – Halloween Downtown Outreach
October 28 – Blessing of the Animals/Fall Festival
November 4 – Chili Cook Off – Montreat Fundraiser
November 9-11 – Youth Retreat to Camp Loucon (registration deadline October 20)
November 25 – Sunday School Special for Adults/Youth – Living Waters for the World presentation
by our team, just returned from Belize. Hear about the Martha Haynes Memorial Installation.
9:30am Fellowship Hall.
November 25 - Advent Workshop, 3:00-4:30pm Fellowship Hall
December 24 – Christmas Eve Pageant during our 5:30pm service. This will be a bit more involved
this year and will require at least two rehearsals! Also, if you have a young musician who would like
to play during our worship prelude that evening, please let Leslee Kirkconnell know as soon as
possible. Music must be appropriate for worship.
Will your family be here for Christmas Eve? We are seeking young people for our Pageant,
which will require a bit more preparation than usual. If you will be here and your child or youth would
be willing to have a speaking part for our Christmas Eve service, please contact Leslee Kirkconnell
ASAP. We anticipate two rehearsals, and that will be aided by distributing scripts in early November.
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Christian Education
Safe Sanctuary Training Sunday October 7 and Tuesday
October 9. If you are a volunteer with children or youth and have
not attended a workshop (or you are an Elder; Deacons welcome
too), please plan to attend one of these. All volunteers are
required to attend a workshop (as well as have a background
check). Lunch will be served on the 7th, so please RSVP to
Leslee by Thursday October 4. Direct invitations have been
sent, but all in the congregation are welcome to attend. We are
all safer together when we are informed and aware of how to
prevent child abuse, especially in the church.

Community Bible Study: We are sponsoring a community study from October 11-November 8.
The study will be on Civil Discourse, and will be designed to help people of faith learn and talk together about what that means and how we can make a difference in our
society. The study will meet at 600 State Street, 7:00-8:30pm. Leaders
include Tim Leigh, Larry Gildersleeve, Matthew Covington. More information about the study can be found at www.reclaimingjesus.org. We
hope to have a wide representation from the community, so please
spread the word, invite your friends and join us! We will have participation from WKU students as well.
Parents of Preschoolers (POPS) meets October 9 and 10,
9:00-10:00ish in the Nursery. We gather for yummy treats and warm
fellowship. Help is needed providing simple treats for our parents.
If you would like to bring something, sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-feed

Growing in Faith means daily exercise – reading the Bible, praying, talking about faith with
family. Here are some good activities for various ages (although any family – whether with
children at home, single person, couple, can benefit from any of these).
We have our own Blessing of the Animals (Oct. 28) but if you would like
to do one at home or get more information, click here:
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/blessing-of-animals.
Mobile phones are everywhere, and it seems everyone has one, yet
sometimes they get in the way of meaningful interaction. This activity,
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/where-s-my-phone
can help everyone refocus on what is important.
The news in our world happens very quickly and we can feel overwhelmed and
bombarded. While this activity, http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/praying-the-headlines-2
helps us remember a particular event (bombing of Hiroshima/Nagasaki) it also gives guidelines for
praying the headlines.
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Church and Community
Halloween Downtown – we are planning to be a presence
during the annual downtown Halloween celebration. We plan to
give out treat bags with candy and our information. We need
donations of individually wrapped candy (nut-free ideal) to stuff
in our bags. Please bring to the office by October 19.

ART EXHIBITS—OUR NEXT GALLERY HOP
will be on Friday, October 12, from 5:00-8:00pm.
Our newest exhibit will be photography by the
Sunny 16 Camera Club. Please join us for the
opening of this always popular show —enjoy
refreshments and speak with the contributors!
And don’t miss our current exhibit of paintings
(From Seeds to Blooms), which runs until October 11th.

THE PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS
season occurs each year during September,
culminating in collection of the offering on World
Communion Sunday (October 7th). A gift to the
Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the
church to promote the Peace of Christ by
addressing systems of Injustice across the
world. We keep 25% of this Offering to connect
with the global witness of Christ's peace. The
Presbytery keeps 25% for ministries of peace
and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used
by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate
for peace and justice in cultures of violence,
including our own, through collaborative projects
of education and Christian witness. Envelopes
will be available in the Oct. 7th bulletin, or you
may simply mark your check ‘Peace and Global
Witness Offering.’ We thank you for your
generous support!
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Church and Community
Another historical tidbit:
ELIZA CALVERT HALL!!
Do you recognize that penname?
She was the grand-daughter of our
second minister, Reverend Samuel
Wilson Calvert, and the daughter of Thomas Calvert. Her real name was
Lida Calvert Obenchain (1856-1935). Likely the established Bowling Green
folk would have had one or more of her books on their bookshelves. I have,
from my great grandfather’s library, her book titled Aunt Jane of Kentucky.
The text is reminiscent of earlier time and illustrative of old-time wisdom.
A reader familiar with people and places in Bowling Green could identify
them in the texts of her writing. An historical marker on Chestnut
treet, across from Thompson Complex, reports Ms. Hall boasted a
million readers at the peak of her success….even Theodore Roosevelt
was among them. She was also a poet, a champion of equal rights and entrepreneur,
having purchased a home at 1353 Chestnut Street from the proceeds of her published works.
With the girls’ school in the basement of our church (1836 until the beginning of Civil War)
and the emphasis on educated clergy and the long line of Christian Education directors,
we take pride in that high standard for living.

OCTOBER 28TH
Fall Festival
Blessing of the Pets
4:00pm
000000123466
In the Courtyard
weather permitting
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Missions
HELP US REACH OUT! We plan to have some folks around downtown
for the Halloween celebration on the square that attracts many people. We
want to give out goodie bags with our information to the families who pass
by the church. We need bags of individually wrapped candy for our goodie
bags. Please avoid items with nuts. M&Ms, Starburst, Gummies, etc are all
good. Please bring to the office by October 20. Halloween Downtown is
Saturday October 27.
FALL FESTIVAL AND BLESSING OF THE PETS will be October 28,
4:30-6:00pm in the Courtyard and Fellowship Hall. In addition to the fun our
youth are planning, we are always mission minded! Please bring an offering
for our local animal shelter – paper towels, toilet paper,
Blue Dawn dish soap (this is specific); Kleenex, small
animal food and treats, clay cat litter, liquid laundry
detergent – click here for the full list. We will accept
donations anytime up to the 28th, so if you can’t come for
the Pet Blessing, we will be glad to take your gift!
We collect the Peacemaking Offering on Sunday October 7
(World Communion). 25% of your gifts stay with The Presbyterian
Church for peacemaking causes. 25% stays with the Presbytery of
Western Kentucky and 50% goes to the Presbyterian Mission Agency
for peacemaking efforts around the world. Thank you for your generosity! You may use the envelopes provided on October 7 or simply
mark your check ‘peacemaking offering.’
The Christmas Market Planning Team will meet on
Sunday October 14, lunch provided, to continue planning
for our first ever event!
Plan to join us for this fun event! We still have space
for crafters, artisans, etc to bring their wares to sell.
Tables are $25 and all those funds go to support our
Habitat for Humanity builds. Register for your table through the website. If you have just
a few items to donate, we will have a table for them. Contact Shannon Dyche by email at
shannonlilgirl@gmail.com.
Buck in a Basket for October (beginning October 14), November and December (not
December 23 or 30) will support the Deacon’s Fund, which provides financial assistance for
members and others with immediate and critical needs. Note that on Sundays when there is
a special offering (Peacemaking, 3 Cents a Meal, Joy Offering etc) we DO NOT collect Buck
in a Basket.
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Missions
Notice a difference in Fellowship Hall? We have 3 new round tables to
grace our fellowship on Sundays and other times! Thanks to your support
of June’s Buck in a Basket, we recently ordered and received these
tables. Thank you for your generosity!
Room in the Inn begins again November 15. We look forward
to hosting our guests each Thursday evening for dinner, a safe and
warm space to sleep and breakfast. All who are planning to
volunteer need to attend a special workshop on Sunday October 21,
11:30am in the Conference Room. Sarah Major from Uspiritus
will be with us to help us understand how events in our lives,
especially childhood, can affect us throughout our lives. Everyone in
the congregation is welcome to attend. Lunch is provided, so our
hospitality is abundant, please RSVP to the office by October 18.
If you would like to learn more about volunteering for
Room in the Inn, please speak with David Coverdale.
If you want to help with meals, see Shannon Dyche. Many volunteers are needed each week
(cooking/serving dinner, hosting, overnight, breakfast, laundry, and more), and if you are
looking for a meaningful way to serve God and your neighbor, help us with Room in the Inn!
Angel Tree will return! November 18-December 15. Our
annual sponsorship of families from McNeill Elementary and
Uspiritus is a blessing to all. Look for the angels and plan to
help brighten the holidays for those who cannot always make
ends meet. Our Youth have a key role, as do our Deacons.
A wonderful congregational project. Stay tuned!
Books for Christmas! The Mission Committee will be holding another book sale. This
will have books for children AND adults (new!). The display will arrive before Thanksgiving
and continue through our Christmas Market, with books arriving in time for holiday gifts. We
will be able to keep 20% of the proceeds, which will benefit Habitat for Humanity and Living
Waters for the World.
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is helping with the impact from Hurricane Florence.
There is always a need for additional funding when disaster strikes. You may give to the
church, please put 'Florence relief' in the memo line or you can go to the PCUSA
website, https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000169/ and give directly.
Our church Elders: Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Fred Higgins, Brad
Howard, Matt Hunt, John Kernohan, Stuart Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, David Sears, Diane
Simmons, David Thomison, Denny Wedge.
Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Sally Calkins, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Cathey
Green, Jean Harris, Melody Harper, Wayne Hendrix, Ann Rudolph Humphrey, Linda Leigh, Nathan Love, Tom
MacMillin, Marilyn Mattingly, David Muffett, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison, Debbie Trickey, and Judy Whitson.
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Living Waters for the World
LIVING WATERS
FOR THE WORLD
After much planning and three visits to the
government school of Armenia, Belize,
your Living Waters water team departed
to Belize on August 29 for a seven day
travel and installation of the Martha
Haynes Memorial clean water system in
the Armenia school of over 400 students.
Upon arrival we found the local water
committee, formed on our pervious trips,
had been hard at work. They had
converted a local building to fit our needs for the water room complete with electricity and security.
They had even built a large platform for our 300 gallon raw water tank so that it was elevated above
the new pump going in to the system.
After a good nights sleep we headed back to the school and began our work. The water committee
along with Grant Donavon, Peace Corp worker, had selected four ladies to be trained by our
education team to become trainers themselves so they could continue teaching health and hygiene
throughout the future. Our education team consisted of Catherine Haynes and husband Bo Platt
from Melborne, Florida, Earlene Pike from First Presbyterian church in Arlington, Texas and Laura
Bocanegra from Cancun, Mexico. And what a great team they made.
Our installation team consisted of Ken Royse, Greg Johnson and Kelly Goad, team leader, from our
church along with Harry Staley from First Presbyterian in Arlington, Texas and Doug Depies from
Cancun, Mexico. Doug also served as our photographer and videographer and we will be sharing
his work on the church Facebook page sat well as Utube and a full presentation to our church family
in November. We had the great fortune of four volunteers eager to learn to become operators for
the system. They were Raduel, Marvin, Ever, and Adelsso.
When we take our team, the initating partners, we are there to train our operating partners.
Key word here is train. Not build the system ourselves, but to train the operators form the first pipe
to the clean water output, how to assemble the system. The only way they can learn this is by
hands on building of the system themselves. This teaches them how to operate it completely after
we are gone.
So after five days of training health workers and system operators we had a celebration to dedicate
the system to the school in Armenia in the name of Martha Haynes, a charter member of the
committee that began Living Waters for the World 25 years ago.
We had a celebration of the clean water with 400 students and teachers, villagers, government
officials and all who participated in this great project.
We would like to thank the Haynes family for their generous financial contributions to the Martha
Haynes Clean Water fund which made this trip possible. A memorial fund will be set up in her name
at the church so others may contribute to furthering the work of Clean Water for all God's Children.
--Kelly Goad
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Youth Ministry
CHILI COOK-OFF AND BAKE SALE: Sunday, November 4th at 11:30--come along and taste some
great chili and delicious baked goods and have some fellowship after the Sunday service. We need our
great chefs to bring their best chili! Bakers needed for their delicious dessert treats! Sign up with our
Perfect Potluck: https://perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=QJQE6000&welcome=1 or call the office. ALL
PROCEEDS to benefit our Youth Montreat Conference next summer! For more information speak to
David Clarke.
CAMP LOUCON: The dates and times have been released for the
youth trip to camp Loucon. It will be from the 9th-11th of November and
forms are available from David Clarke. We are hoping to bring our youth
along to this gathering. The hope is to use this as a way to continue in
our partnership with Franklin. For more information speak to David Clarke.

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP: Sundays, running from 5:30-7:00pm. We will be
providing dinner before games and some bible study. For more information
contact David Clarke. If you are interested in helping with providing dinner
please reach out and speak to David Clarke (david.clarke@bgpres.org) or
use the link provided to sign up for a date: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-fall2
FALL BREAK Youth will take a week off in line with fall break but it will resume meetings on
October 7th.
YOUTH HELP As you know, our new youth year has started and we are always welcoming ways
for the congregation to get involved (there are lots of things to be doing). So if you have a desire to do
so, please speak to David Clarke and see what ways you can help out.

Financial
Report

Page 9

October Birthdays
October 2
Parker Evans
October 3
Larry Gildersleeve
October 4
Ellie Ramsing
Rory Small
October 5
Sam Evans
Timothy Evans
Linda Leigh
Benjamin Long
Catherine Reber
October 7
Samuel Kernohan
Bob Scantlin
October 9
Joseph Survant
October 10
Greg Johnson
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October 11
Bev Nuerge
Chhar Sy
October 12
Michael Ballard
Mary Ann Berry
Bob Holderfield
Cammie Kirkwood
October 14
Blakey Hayes
Catherine Lowe
Oriaku Njoku
Diane Simmons
October 16
Hunter Sharp
Bette Smith
October 17
Sheila Reeves
October 18
Rider Allen

October 19
Todd Hudson
October 20
Karen Kreuzer
October 21
Kim Ferguson
October 24
Nancy Hulan
Charlotte Prow
October 26
Emma Ahmed
October 28
Stephanie Wycihowski
October 29
Saint Carmichael
Ernie Small
October 30
Emily Davenport
Lisa Rabold

October Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

3

11:00am
Circle 3

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Deacons

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

Fall Break
Craft week at
Montreat

Thu

Fri

4

5

6

13

7

8

9

10

11

12

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Training-C Rm
5:30pm Youth Group

11:30am
Circle 9
5:00pm
Community Ed
Class
7:00pm Bible
Study

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
6:30pm
Training-C Rm
7:00pm Evening
Circle
7:00pm Camera
Club

9:15am Wed.
Morn Circle
10:00am Circle 6

11:00am
Uspiritus Fair

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

15

16

17

11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
1:00pm CUICHM
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
6:00pm Chairs
mtg.
7:00pm Session

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

23

24

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

World Communion Sunday

14
8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday School
9:45am Sunday Circle
10:30am Worship
5:30pm Youth Group

21

5:00pm
Community Ed
Class
7:00pm Bible
Study

22

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

Sat

5:00pm
Gallery Hop
7:00pm
Community
Bible Study

18

19

20

26

27

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

5:00pm
Downtown
Halloween
event

7:00pm
Community
Bible Study

25

7:00pm
Community
Bible Study

7:00pm Missions
5:30pm Youth Group

28

29

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
5:30pm Uspiritus
9:30am Sunday School
7:00pm Bible
10:30am Worship
Study
4:00pm Fall Fest/Pet
Blessing

30

31

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting

7:00pm Chancel
Choir
Halloween
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The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
October 15 is the deadline for the November 2018
newsletter. Please send your information to the
church office at info@bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270) 843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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