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The Session of our church has determined that our congregation’s
200 year should be a year of prayer. Probably nothing in our history
is more consistent than that we have always prayed. The gentle,
intrepid folks from Rockbridge County, Virginia, who settled in Bowling
Green and established a Presbyterian Church here in 1819 said a lot of
prayers. And each year after that, prayer has happened in our church and
in our homes.
We most often think of prayer as being deeply personal. But prayer
is also a great declaration of community. The church belongs to God, and
the church prays. We pray for each other, we pray for our future together,
and prayer itself is an instrument for connecting us to God. So, prayer is
not merely what we do when we are alone. It is our common practice,
something we all do, and therefore a source of our unity.
If we neglect prayer, we are missing out. We have been given
extraordinary freedom in our relationship to God. We are free to speak to
God about anything. We are free to hear what God will tell us. We are free
to claim this connection at any time day or night.
Prayer is also a declaration of God’s power. We participate in God’s
great strength when we pray. The glory of God and the power of God is
seen in providence, that is, in the loving and caring things God is able to
do in our lives; the blessings and miracles. Prayer is a form of thanksgiving for this unique love and care. Prayer also calls on God for moral
support in a very specific way. God grants us the strength to accept the
things we cannot change, the courage to change what we can, and the
wisdom to know the difference. (Niebuhr) Prayer makes us better people.
A church that prays is becoming better together.
Prayer also leads us to the Bible. The more we pray, the more we
crave connection to God. We believe that reading the Bible (or hearing it
read) connects us to the Word of God, the wisdom of God, and the
presence of God. And what we say about community through prayer is
also true when we read and study the Bible together.
We have all heard that “seeing is believing.” But much about prayer
is hard to see. Karl Barth once wrote that the subjective element of prayer,
even “empty” and “impotent” hands stretched out to God, contain the most
obvious and objective of all things: the “lordship of the One who as King of
Israel and King of the kingdom of grace holds all things in His own hands,
and directs everything that occurs in this world for the best, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.”
Know you are loved,
Matthew
th
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Christian Education
SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES through September
2 (NOT August 19). Each Sunday we gather in Fellowship Hall
around tables enjoying breakfast together (until 9:45ish) and
learning and fellowship until 10:15am. We are learning more
about hospitality and witness around Hebrews 13:2: “Do not
neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some
have entertained angels without knowing it.” During August we
will have a time to enjoy getting to know one another better
(August 5). On August 12 HOTEL, INC director Rhondell will be here and will have a very
special presentation you don’t want to miss! August 19th is the Pig Pickin’ and we will not
have any activities at church that morning! August 26 will be a special day of celebrating
hospitality through our history (our 200th Anniversary is 2019). September 2 will be a
Mission Project work day. Join us! Nursery provided as needed for those age 3 and under.
HELP US WITH BREAKFAST! Each Sunday we have
breakfast available from 9:00 to 9:45am. We need help with
this and have a sign up for folks to bring an item or two over
the course of the summer. Click here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-summer1
If you have trouble with the link, you may also call the office or
see Leslee Kirkconnell. We always have our homeless friends
here for breakfast as well, so we want to have abundant hospitality.
FALL WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDY! Once again we will be offering an
evening Bible Study during the week. Matthew Covington will lead this
beginning Monday September 10 and continuing to November 12 (off October
1 and 22). Final details are in the works, but stay tuned. Classes will begin
each week at 7:00pm in the Conference Room. If you would like to attend,
but don’t like to drive at night, call the office and we’ll work out transportation!
GROWING IN FAITH is an everyday activity. We gather each week to worship together
as a family, but we spend most of our time elsewhere in other activities. Don’t let Sunday be
the ONLY time you think about God! Here are some activities for
you. While designed for particular age groups, ANY of these can
work for any family or individual!
Life is not always easy, and children often have a hard time understanding the world and how our faith can help us when things don’t
go well. This activity is fun and active and can begin to help even younger children know
that faith and loving God will help us even when we have trouble (especially when we have
trouble!). http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/beach-ball-faith
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Christian Education
It’s that time of year AGAIN! School begins August 8 and it can be hard to get back into the
routine of school and homework. Here’s an activity to help teens and even younger students,
start and maintain a good homework habit, rooted in faith! http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/
item/creating-a-homework-routine
It can be hard to maintain a prayer life outside of church, but it’s so important! Here are suggestions to help you keep connected to God: http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/prayeron-the-go
Another suggestion is Pray As You Go – an app for your phone. Each day listen to music,
scripture and some deep thoughts to challenge and assure you. Appropriate for teens through
adults.

RALLY DAY IS SEPTEMBER 10. We gather in Fellowship Hall for
breakfast ($6 per person) beginning at 9:00am and displays from our
Mission Partners and our committees/ministries. Learn where you can
serve the Lord and what classes are available for you to grow in faith!
We’ll enjoy fellowship and also have time to visit classes to meet teachers. Our regular weekly schedule resumes on September 16.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR AND CHIMES (for elementary students) resumes SUNDAY,
AUGUST 26TH 9:00am. Meet in the Bell Room across from the elevator. We look forward to
another great year of our children leading in worship every month through song and music!
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Church and Community
THERE IS STILL TIME! Join us for a week in the
mountains in early fall! Sunday September 30-Friday
October 5. We have a house rented and space for
you to join our merry band of 6 (thus far) for FALL
CRAFT WEEK. Don’t feel crafty? JOIN US ANYWAY. Rock on the porch, walk around Lake Susan,
visit Black Mountain, Asheville or drive the Blue Ridge
Parkway. Your housing is available and you will have
a resident chef and house mom available (Leslee
Kirkconnell). We will join the Crafters each night for
presentations and worship, but the days are free (if
you aren’t registered for the conference). It’s Montreat. It’s Fall. It’s WONDERFUL! Contact Leslee
Kirkconnell for information. Our house sleeps 11 and if we fill it the per person cost will be
around $150 each, plus the cost of food. You won’t find a better vacation deal anywhere. If
you do wish to attend the conference, sign up on-line here: http://www.montreat.org/fall-craftweek/ . Rates go up mid-August, so do it TODAY!

SATURDAY MEALS August 4th is quickly approaching and it will be our turn to help
with Saturday meals. We need volunteers to come at 6AM to help set up and pack
meals. Later in the morning at 8:30AM, we’ll need 11 drivers to deliver meals and 1 or 2
strong folks to help assist with clean up and stacking tables. We also need someone to take
the recycling at the end. Please let Debbie Trickey know if you are able to help. Contact her:
dtrickey_123@yahoo.com or 270-893-3399. Thank you.
COFFEE ORDERS Orders will be taken for Equal Exchange coffee on Sunday, August
5th at church. If you wish to place an order, come prepared on that Sunday! (Chocolate orders
will be unavailable for this order, sorry.)
SEERSUCKER SUNDAY will be celebrated on Sunday, August 26th. On this Sunday
before the end of summer, we all wear our seersucker to church one last time before Fall!
Join the fun and come for the group picture!

New Gallery Exhibit — From Seeds to Blooms
Our newest art exhibit will feature works by Shannon Dyche,
Myra Dwyer, Bud Schlinker, and Diane Simmons. There will be
an opening reception during the next Gallery Hop on August 3rd,
from 5:30-8:00pm at the church Fellowship Hall. TPC Gallery is
open Mon.-Thurs., 8:30am to 4:30pm; Fridays and Sundays ‘til
noon. This exhibit will run until October 11th.
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Church and Community

PICNIC AT THE PIG PICKIN' - August 19 is our
annual fun picnic at the Beard Pavilion. We start at
10:00am with worship and conclude with our big
picnic. Please plan to bring a dish as follows
(enough for 12-15): A-M: Side dish, salad or vegetable; N-Z dessert. All are welcome! Come out for a
great day of summer fellowship.
HELP PICK THE PIG! Our annual worship and picnic is coming up quickly and help is
needed to make it happen. Email David Thomison to find out how you can help, even
if you only have an hour to give on that Saturday before! (davidthomison@gmail.com)

THE NEWEST PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN DIRECTORY will be printed in
August. All of the new circle moderators will please send the updated
directory information to Cheryl my mid-August so she can prepare the
booklet and print for the Fall. Thank you!
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Missions
Buck in a Basket for August (and September) will help us build a
pantry of non-perishable items for our Room in the Inn guests. Some
evenings we have extra guests or run short of dinner items. This pantry
will be stocked so no one goes hungry in those events. We will be
‘reclaiming’ some of the shelves in the kitchen pantry for this. The items
that have been stored there (decorations primarily) have been relocated
upstairs and will remain easily accessible when needed. It is important to
note that all the items that will be on the RITI shelves must be left for that
purpose. Questions? See Shannon Dyche, (shannonlilgirl@gmail.com)
who is our wonderful kitchen coordinator for Room in the Inn.
Our Market and Brunch are just four months away!
Sounds like a long time, but it will be here all too quickly!
If you haven’t signed up to have a table to sell your
craft items, you can do so through our website:
http://bgpres.org/#/welcome/christmas-market.
Table space is $25 and those proceeds go to support
Habitat for Humanity. Have some crafts or something
you create in the kitchen, but don’t want a table (and you’re willing to donate 100% of the profit
to Habitat)? Let us know, as we will have one table available for any who have craft items to
donate for sale! Shannon Dyche is the one who will be happy to help!
OUR SATURDAY MEALS date is August 4 and help is needed with meal delivery.
Please contact Debbie Trickey ASAP if you are willing to drive that morning (need to be at
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church by 8:30am). If you can help with organizing the meals for the
drivers, please come by 6:30am. Dtrickey_123@yahoo.com.
IT’S COMING BACK! Our Annual Habitat Auction!: Sunday
September 23 immediately following worship. Details are in the works,
but save the date for a fun time for a great cause! If you have a delicious
dessert to donate for the auction, please contact Debbie Trickey at
dtrickey_123@yahoo.com.
RALLY DAY IS SEPTEMBER 9. We will enjoy breakfast ($6 per person) beginning at
9:00am. Our Mission partners will be present with information and displays about their work,
which we help support. We’ll have time for fellowship, learning about ways to get involved and
meet our teachers for the fall. Please invite a friend and plan to join us!
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Youth Ministry
WE ARE SO EXCITED DAVID CLARKE IS AMONG US! He’s been
working on getting settled in (and then will be settling again once he moves
to his apartment in early August!) and learning about our great town and area.
Many thanks to all who have shown him love and fellowship here at church
and please be sure to keep telling him your name so he learns all of them!

AUGUST 26 IS THE YOUTH FAMILY PICNIC. We’ll gather at 5:00pm
for a potluck picnic and BBQ (meat/dessert provided) and a time of
hearing what’s on tap for fall and beyond. Mostly a fun time for families
to meet David and have some time to get to know him better. WE NEED
A HOST SITE! If you might be willing/able to host this group (could be
25+), please let Leslee Kirkconnell know asap. We’d love a pool, but
that is not necessary! (We will want to be able to grill however!)
CONFIRMATION BEGINS September 16! There will be a VERY IMPORTANT
(but brief) FAMILY MEETING that day following worship at 11:30am in Fellowship Hall.
This will be an opportunity for parents to get their Guides, ask questions and hear more
about our process. The class schedule will be in the hands of families already and our
first class will be later that day. Leslee Kirkconnell will be glad to answer questions!
CONFIRMATION CLASSES will start on Sunday September
16. The exact time is to be determined – it will either be 3:30 or
4:00pm, and will last 90 minutes (leading up to Youth Fellowship. We will meet in the Youth Suite upstairs. Questions?
See Leslee Kirkconnell. If you have a rising 7th-9th grade
student and have not been contacted about class, PLEASE
contact Leslee Kirkconnell asap!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
To Gilbert and Merrilyn Calhoun for the death
of their granddaughter Brooke Rice
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Financial Report
Financial Summary

Budget
Actual

Year to Date June
2018
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100000
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Receipts

Expenses

Our church Elders: Pam Bratcher,
David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale,
Fred Higgins, Brad Howard, Matt Hunt,
John Kernohan, Stuart Kernohan, Tim
Leigh, Bobby Rabold, David Sears, Diane
Simmons, David Thomison, Denny
Wedge.

Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Sally
Calkins, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche,
Ray Elms, Cathey Green, Jean Harris,
Melody Harper, Wayne Hendrix, Ann
Rudolph
Humphrey,
Linda
Leigh,
Nathan Love, Tom MacMillin, Marilyn
Mattingly, David Muffett, Ken Royse,
Susan Thomison, Debbie Trickey, and
Judy Whitson.
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August Birthdays
August 1
Lauren Glasser
McClaine Hudson
Ella May
August 3
Dan Brown
Fred Higgins
August 4
Denise Carter
Chuck Coates
King Spencer
Matthew Spencer
August 5
Mike Alexieff
Tucker Carmichael
Myong MacMillin
Susan Murphy
Dan Stelling
August 6
Neil Howell
Wanda Hunt
Bill Krepps
August 7
Beth Durbin
Terry Flynn
Kalu Njoku
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August 10
Charlie Reber
Rebecca Simpson
Betsy Tyrie
August 12
Maya Lebedinsky
August 13
Reese Polen
August 14
Susan Begley
Sonya Moran
Ryan Kirkconnell
August 15
Ashley Long
Kevin Reber
August 16
Chase Embry
Heather Kessler
Nan Moore
August 17
Annette Ballard
August 19
Brenna Murphy
Dick Roberts

August 20
Andee Rudloff
Ian White
August 21
Alex Gooch
Janet Strode
August 22
Madeline Davenport
Brad Howard
Sally Wysong
August 23
Ann Covington
Deborah Raymer
August 24
Will Bowen
Matthew Crocker
August 26
Erin Elliott
August 27
Nathan Love
August 28
Ron Ramsing
August 29
John Stone
August 30
Wayne Hendrix
Kathy Higgins
August 31
Judy Clark
Landen White

August Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

6

8:30am Fellowship
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship

12

11:00am Special
Care

13

8:30am Fellowship 5:00pm
9:30am Sunday
Comm. Ed.
School
canning class
10:30am Worship

19

Seersucker Sunday

14

15

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting

20

21

27

Sat

4
Saturday
Meals

10

11

10:30am
Contemplative Prayers

Presbytery
mtg.

16

17

18

23

24

25

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

22

11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
1:00pm CUICHM
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
6:00pm
Chairs mtg.
7:00pm Session

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

28

29

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Missions

9

9:30am PLC Open 9:30am PLC
House
Open House
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

7:00pm Camera
Club

8:30am Fellowship WKU begins
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship

8

7:00pm Deacons

PLC starts
classes

10:30am Pig Pickin’

26

7

3
5:00pm
Gallery Hop

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

5

Fri

10:30am
Contemplative Prayers

30

31

7:00pm Chancel
Choir
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The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
August 15 is the deadline for the September 2018
newsletter. Please send your information to the
church office at info@bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270) 843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Pastor
Thomas N. Moody
Leslee Kirkconnell
Wayne Pope
Director
Richard Barefoot
Administrator
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Treasurer
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Secretary
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