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If you visit the website: shipoffools.com,
you will discover an organization that visits
churches, and then posts reviews of the
whole experience. So far, no one has visited
any church in Bowling Green, but the prospects are fascinating. What would
be said, by a visitor to The Presbyterian Church?
“The Presbyterian Church sits regally on a ¼ block of Downtown Bowling
Green, KY. The small city seems to have grown up around the church, which
was established in 1819, and, in the process, consumed all of the church’s
parking. Limited space for cars is offset by there being plenty of space for
worshippers in the beautiful (1833-36) sanctuary. Worship is traditional, but
also has its break out moments with a variety of music, healthy involvement of
children in worship leadership, and a preacher who thinks he’s very funny.
“Fellow worshipers were friendly, but not overbearing. The Gathering Music
before worship was a nice touch. The first words spoken were, ‘Good morning,
and welcome in the name of the Lord to this service of worship.’ There was a
Passing of the Peace, in which almost everyone participated heartily. The
overall mood was of a congregation that enjoys one another, but remains open
to new people and new ideas.
“Two offerings are taken at The Presbyterian Church. Ushers take the first
offering, which is for the budgeted ministries of the church. The second offering, called ‘Buck in the Basket’ was taken up by young people. The Buck in the
Basket offering is for a designated (usually a non-budgeted) ministry or program. No one grumbles about being hit up twice, but the minister (who, remember, thinks he is funny) has been heard to quip that the next logical step
for getting the congregation to give its all would be a blood drive.
“The sermon was an attempt to be true to the plain sense of the biblical
text. Worship included several responsive readings and hymns, in which the
congregation participated with energy. The congregation was made up of a
reasonable mix of ages, with older adults dominating. Some homeless people,
who had previously gathered with the congregation for coffee and doughnuts,
also attended worship. The mix of ages and conditions added to the sense of
the congregation’s general openness.
“On a scale of 0 (terminal) to 10 (superb) this church rates a solid 8.5. This
B+ grade is meant to inspire continued improvement. Being in The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green makes you glad to be a Christian, but makes it
clear there is still much work to do.
“This reviewer plans to return next week; but you never know!”
Still: Know you are loved.

Matthew
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Christian Education
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS COMING SOON! June 10-13, 5:30-8:00pm
at Christ Episcopal Church. We’ll share dinner together at 5:30, with our
evening activities beginning at 6:00pm. HELP IS NEEDED with all areas!
Visit http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-clean to sign up
(or scan the code). Team leaders, crafts, recreation and more all need adult
and youth (entering grade 6 and up) help! DINNER COOKS are also needed
for Monday and Wednesday evenings. See Leslee Kirkconnell for details. Please note our
volunteer meeting will be Saturday June 2, 10:00am at Christ Episcopal. All volunteers
must plan to attend. Any unable that morning will need to plan to come early on Sunday
June 10.
MONTREAT IN THE FALL! Join us in Montreat during Fall
Craft Week, September 30-October 5. A house is reserved and
can sleep 11. Come be crafty at the conference or just come and
relax in the beauty of the Blue Ridge Mountains in early fall! Visit
http://www.montreat.org/fall-craft-week/ to get details on what will
be available for crafting, but you can choose from pottery, stained
glass, dulcimer making and more! Those wishing to attend the
conference need to register directly with Montreat ($250 plus cost
of materials, through their website) and let me know so you have
your spot in our house. We’ll share the cost of food and housing.
This is for all adults (it is not just a women’s retreat)! Deadline for
reserving your bed is July 30 (conference fees increase after
August 19, so register early!).
WE NEED YOUR STUFF! Well, some particular
stuff, to help with our crafts at VBS! We need:
 Cotton balls
 Wax Paper
 Google Eyes – bigger sizes
 Crayons – blue in particular, but all colors welcome
 Green Crepe paper (streamers) – ALL SHADES OF
GREEN
 Modeling Clay – all colors (NOT playdoh or
potters’ clay)
There is a special basket outside the office to collect
these items. THANK YOU for your help in making a successful VBS!
Donations should be in as early in June as possible (by the 3rd ideally, or the 6th as a final final
deadline.

Page 2

Christian Education
Clean Water for All God’s Children will be our curriculum and
theme this year for Vacation Bible School! All children who will be
3 by July 31 through rising 5th grade, are eligible to participate June
10-13. Register here - http://www.cecbg.com/form.php?pageID=133
(or scan the code) VBS is free and we encourage you to invite your
friends, neighbors, grandchildren to participate. This is
always a great week of learning in faith and growing in
fellowship! The mission focus is Living Waters for the
World and we will be collecting offering each day for our upcoming trip to Belize (we
split the offering with Christ Episcopal and their half will support their upcoming
installation in Peru). Questions? See Leslee Kirkconnell.

SUMMER SCHEDULE: our current Sunday School schedule will
continue through June. Our preschool children will gather with our Godly
Play group for this month. Beginning July 1 and continuing through
September 2 (NOT August 19 as that is Pig Pickin’) we will gather in intergenerational learning, with breakfast fellowship in Fellowship Hall. Details
are in the works, so stay tuned. Our sign up for breakfast is available www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F094AA9AB2CA7F49-summer1
(or scan
code) So please consider signing up for one or two items over the summer!
THE PRESCHOOL TWO YEAR OLD CLASS is almost ready! Furniture is here and soon more
supplies will be procured. Many thanks to all who have helped with our Hearts and Hands fundraiser. Please visit the special display outside the office and choose a heart or hand (or both)
and make your check to TPC, with memo ‘2 year old PLC.’ Registrations are coming in and we are
excited to be able to offer a high-quality class for very young children!

SUMMER IS A GREAT TIME to engage everyone in faith building activities outside
of worship and Sunday School! Here are some good ideas for you:
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/lightening-bu School's out, and it's time to ditch
the busy schedule. Since prayer is always in season, use this activity to help your family
be in conversation with God all summer long! This is designed for families with young
children in particular, but can be a good conversation starter for any age!
Many familes travel during the summer, but that doesn’t mean
having to miss worship, even when away from The Presbyterian
Church! http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/traveling-worship
Summer means celebrating patriotic holidays. How do they mesh
with our life of faith? http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/
patriotism-faith This activity can help you reflect on this. Good for
adult couples or extended family gatherings!
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Church and Community
JULY IS NATIONAL ICE CREAM MONTH!
What better way to celebrate than coming together
to enjoy games and ice cream! On Saturday July
14, beginning around 5:00pm come to Fellowship Hall. Bring a finger food appetizer and a
favorite ice cream topping. We’ll have homemade
ice cream and lots of games to share (you may
also bring a favorite board game to play also).
Fun for ALL AGES! Invite a friend. Questions?
See Glenn Kirkconnell.
Our Annual Pig Pickin’ is Sunday August 19. Details are in process, but please mark
your calendar now! Lots of volunteers will be needed, in addition to EVERYONE bringing a
dish to share. In our July newsletter we’ll include more details. David Thomison and Fred
Higgins are our fearless leaders. Stay tuned and if you wish to volunteer, please contact
David or Fred!
It’s Summer and That Means Downtown Concert Season is here! In June weekly
concerts will be held on SATURDAYS (this is a change from last year!) at NOON in
Fountain Square Park. Beginning June 2 through the 30th. From July 6—August 31 concerts
are Friday nights at 7:00pm in Circus Square Park. Visit
http://www.downtownbg.org/bbt-concerts-in-the-park/ to
get the full schedule and information. WEAR YOUR
TPC TEE SHIRT and join us each week as able
(we have some sizes still available for $10 each in the
office).
GORDONEERS ANNUAL PICNIC will be held at Covington Woods Park on June 8,
2018 at 5:30pm. The Pavilion just inside the Park. We are starting at 5:30 with fun games,
and we will eat around 6PM. Homemade BBQ pulled pork is the meat. We will furnish the
buns, sauce and watermelon. Bring a dish, and please RSVP to let Blakey know if you are
coming: 270-202-0115 (hayes1501@att.net), or call the office at 270-843-4707. See you
there!
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Church and Community
In advance of our 200th anniversary……
In earlier writings, I have told some short, “tid-bit” stories
about this early church which I hope have found interest among
our readers. Not unexpectedly, I move this month to MUSIC,
for consideration.
The Reverend Samuel Wilson Calvert, first minister when this
Sanctuary was under construction (1833), kept a diary to
include his journey from southern Tennessee for accepting this
church’s call, through his pastorate, which extended to his
death in 1837. One note therein gives his profound regret that
singing in worship was so dreadful that he determined to have a
hymnal for each congregant. Whatever accompanying
instrument there might have been, it was not until the
restoration after the Civil War that there was a known organ,
likely a cabinet organ, hand pumped, established in the
balcony. (Remember: the balcony was most certainly much
larger and extending from wall to wall.) It has been recorded
that James Makemie Herdman, a faithful but blind tenor, was a
most excellent leader in the congregation with his tenor voice.
(He was descended from a brother of Rev. Francis Makemie,
the organizer of the first Presbytery, Philadelphia, 1706).
The session records report the hirings and appointings of choir directors and organists,
some short-lived and some giving faithful service in their post. There have been discussions
at various times about which hymnal to use, or what was to be the tempo of the hymns or
what music is appropriate for “Divine Worship.” When the building was enlarged in the
1920’s , to include the present chapel, the choir loft and the Tenth Street parlor, it is clear
that the leadership of music by organ and choir from the front and center location, illustrated
the importance of music in worship.
Apparently, the organ in place at this time is number four: 1) the balcony instrument which
was moved to the main floor, left front, following a fire (1895); 2) a new instrument (Pilcher)
installed in the new space of the choir loft; 3) a new, slightly larger Pilcher but of limited
stops; 4) the Robert Sipe tracker action organ of some 29 ranks, installed in 1973. LET US
CONTINUE TO SING JOYFULLY TO THE LORD.
-Tom Moody

Page 5

Youth Ministry
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL NEEDS YOU! Help us have a fun week
with the children of our community and grow your own faith too! Youth
volunteers are needed to help each evening in all areas! You can sign
up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-clean
or scan the code:
VBS meets at Christ Episcopal Church
June 10-13, 5:30-8:00pm and dinner is included! Grow your leadership skills and your faith! See Leslee Kirkconnell with questions.

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP is on hiatus for the summer, but we will try to have one or two
fun events over the summer. Stay tuned!
ATTENTION RISING 6TH TO 9TH GRADE STUDENTS!
The Presbytery is sponsoring its City Sights/City Lights trip
just for you! Dates are in the works, but it will be at the
Highland Church in Hopkinsville. We’ll do mission work and
have fun too! Information on specifics will be sent out as
soon as available. Questions? See Leslee Kirkconnell.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
To Peggy Truman in the death of her busband Lee Truman
To Linda Leigh in the death of her mother Fran Dolph
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Missions
Our Next Habitat Build is scheduled for June 30, 8:00am-3:00pm.
Details are in the works but save the date! Contact Susan Thomison susan.thomison1@gmail.com for more information or to volunteer.
3 Cents a Meal Collection in worship will be Sunday July 29. Our children and youth will
come around with the big cans to collect coins, bills and checks. If you track 3 cents per meal
each day that equals $8.10 for the quarter per person. Not a huge amount, but when added
together, has a great impact! Our April collection brought in $466.25, which gave $155.42 for
our Food Pantry! The remaining $310.83 will go to the Presbyterian Hunger Program (part of
the mission of the PC(U.S.A.) and will help address the root causes of hunger in places both
domestic and international.
Buck in a Basket for June will go to help us purchase additional round
tables for Fellowship Hall. Our fellowship is enhanced with round tables.
Each table costs around $100. We’ll purchase what your gifts allow in early
July. The collection for July-September will be dedicated to Room in the Inn
and the organization of a staples pantry to help with our weekly meals and
snacks (current budget is used almost entirely by laundry costs).

The Christmas Market is coming! Saturday December
1, 9:00-2:00pm in Fellowship Hall. This overlaps the
Christmas Parade that passes right in front of the church.
We are seeking artisans to purchase table space for $25
each to sell their wares. If you make craft items, please
consider donating some for sale as well. We’ll have
brunch beginning as the parade winds down. Questions?
Contact Shannon Dyche, shannonlilgirl@gmail.com
On May 20 we received the Pentecost Offering.
We are still taking your gift if you did not yet have a
chance to donate. 40% stays with our congregation to
benefit children at risk. The remainder is divided by
the Presbyterian Mission Agency 25% Youth ministries,
25% Young Adult ministries and 10% children at risk. Thank you for your generosity!
If you wish to contribute, simply put ‘Pentecost Offering’ in the memo line of your check.
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Session Report
Your Session has been meeting regularly and we are making progress as a church in many
areas. Specifically:


Our Youth, Family and College Search Committee has been hard at work reviewing
resumes, talking with candidates, and interviewing the best. I know we all look forward
to what they report, and reveal to us God’s person for this important position.



Session is making special emphasis on our bicentennial year. We are forming working
groups in the following areas: Church History, Banquets and Social events for our
bicentennial year, Outreach to call people back for a homecoming, and share the
fellowship of our Church and Program for our big celebration day next year. We are
needing your support for these working groups so please let us know where you feel you
can contribute, and together we can all make this a very special year of celebration!



Fellowship… we do so many things well at our church and one we are especially good at
is in fellowship. It doesn’t just happen, though it is planned out and is always in need of
workers. So party planners, decorators, inviters and cleaners— we need you to
help. You can see Leslee and share what event you may be able to assist with so you
are not committing to be a helper on every event. I know it will make each future event
we have better if you are involved so please see Leslee!



We remain ahead in our cash flow for the year but are lagging in our contributions
some. Giving is important for the life and work of our church. So, please review your
pledges and see where you are and if you have not made a pledge then we encourage
you to do so. Giving is part of our walk of faith and obedience. It is also that area we can
often forget and not be intentional about. Please step out in faith and contribute to your
church’s work.


Session members, with the help of our Worship and Property
Ministries, have been studying how we might improve the sound in
the Sanctuary for those of us who have hearing issues. So - we
will be installing a “Loop System” in the Sanctuary. Bobby Rabold
can you give a detailed description of this, but suffice it to say those
who have this system all report to be happy with the outcomes.

Again it is a special pleasure to serve our church family and please
know that all Session members desire your thoughts, input, and
prayers.
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Financial Report
Financial Summary

Budget
Actual

Year to Date April
2018
250000

236,040

208,498
200000

200,160

191,025

150000

100000

50000

0

Receipts

Expenses

Our church Elders: Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Fred Higgins, Brad
Howard, Matt Hunt, John Kernohan, Stuart Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, David Sears, Diane
Simmons, David Thomison, Denny Wedge.
Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Sally Calkins, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms,
Cathey Green, Jean Harris, Melody Harper, Wayne Hendrix, Ann Rudolph Humphrey, Linda Leigh,
Nathan Love, Tom MacMillin, Marilyn Mattingly, David Muffett, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison, Debbie
Trickey, and Judy Whitson.
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June Birthdays
June 2
Heather Murphy
Linda Stewart
June 3
Connie DeVries
June 5
Timothy Mauldin
June 6
Marcheta White
June 7
Martha Sue Williams
June 8
Ruben Flynn
June 9
John Gramling
June 10
Julie Barrick
Bettye Brown
June 12
Lilly Fry
Rett English
Beulah Hunt
June 14
Patti Mauldin
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June 15
Mike Brown
Lisa Evans
June 16
Marie Mauldin
JAK Njoku
June 18
Lucy English
June 19
Vivien Seidler
June 20
Melissa Johnson
June 22
Eli Algie
Nancy Carwell
June 23
Nancy Moore
June 24
Grant Burkeen
Abbey Jefferies

June 25
Ashley Christopher
Marleen Flynn
Connor Moore
June 26
Julie Chapman
Adam Watson
June 27
Leslee Kirkconnell
Jim Skaggs
June 29
Liza Ahrendt
Franklin Berry
Henry Hulan
Nate Stein
Margaret Watkins
June 30
Melody Harper
Laura Mullins

June Calendar
Sun

3

Mon

4

Tue

5

8:30am Fellowship 11:00am
9:30am Sunday
Circle 3
School
10:30am Worship

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Deacons

10

12

11

8:30am Fellowship
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship

Wed

6

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

Sat

1

2

8

9

13

5:30pm
Gordoneers’
picnic /
Covington
Woods Park

14

15

16

21

22

23

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting

5:00pm VBS

5:00pm VBS
7:00pm Camera
Club

5:00pm VBS

17

18

19

20

8:30am Fellowship
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship

8:30am Fellowship
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship

7

Fri

10:30am
Morning Prayer

5:00pm VBS

24

Thu

25

11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
1:00pm CUICHM
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
6:00pm Chairs
mtg.
7:00pm Session

6:00pm Chancel
Choir Potluck

4:30pm
Community
Ed. Canning
Class

26

27

28

10:30am
Morning Prayer

29

30

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Missions
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
June 15 is the deadline for the July 2018
newsletter. Please send your information to the
church office at info@bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270) 843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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Pastor
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Organist, Pastoral Assistant
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Director of Christian Education
Wayne Pope
Choir Director
Richard Barefoot
Financial Administrator
Steve Moore
Treasurer
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Secretary
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Stuart Kernohan
Sunday Sexton
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