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The officers, staff, and other leadership of our church have been talking about
security lately. People want to be safe when they come to church. We know the
scriptures: The name of the Lord is a strong tower. The righteous run to it and are
safe. (Proverbs 18:10) Still, we want to be careful.
Our Session met on March 20th, and agreed to the following safety measures:
- The lower State Street doors (near the Children’s Center and Nursery) will be
locked when worship begins, and ushers will post a sign directing latecomers to
enter through the main State St. entrance or the 10th Ave. entrance.
- The main State St. entrance and the 10th Ave. entrance will remain unlocked.
- Two ushers will be posted at the 10th Ave. entrance during worship. If a latecomer arrives, one usher will escort the parishioner to the service, and the other
will stay at the door.
- The 10th Ave. ushers, the main usher captain, and the nursery will all have
walkie-talkies during the service (collected and returned to the charger just inside
the church office door).
- The Sheriff’s Department will park a squad car on 10th Ave. on Sunday morning.
We are particularly glad to have an excellent relationship with Sheriff Peanuts
Gaines and his department. The Sheriff administers the Christmas Good Samaritan
Program with support from our church, and we are close backdoor neighbors to
Sheriff Gaines’ office in the Courthouse. We are working with the Sheriff now on an
additional “Christmas in July” Samaritan program.
Talk about our physical security leads to thought about our church’s spiritual
strength as well. One of our Session’s intentions in creating the security program
above, is that we affirm our desire to be a welcoming church. Our decision not to
lock doors (except the one nearest the Nursery) on Sunday mornings comes from
our interest in welcoming the surrounding community. We believe that welcoming
people, and asking their names if they are unfamiliar to us, is a security measure.
If people are known here, and if they know they are known, we trust that this
familiarity will be a deterrent to trouble.
So: remember the scriptures. The Lord is our refuge, a very present help in times
of trouble. (Psalm 46:1) And trust in the value of building a community of welcome
around us.
We completed another winter hosting the homeless in Room in the Inn on March
15th. Some of our Room in the Inn guests have become our friends. Many
un-churched people gather with us for donuts and coffee each Sunday morning.
are welcome these folks to join us for worship. When you see someone you don’t already know, introduce yourself and ask them their name!
And Know You Are Loved
Matthew
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Christian Education
Our April Gathering for our POPS (Parents of Preschoolers) group will be
Thursday April 12, 9:00-10:00ish in the Nursery. Each month we gather for informal fellowship along with hot coffee and yummy treats. Many thanks to our
Presbyterian Women who provide delicious treats each month! This is a way for
our church to support our Preschool Learning Center parents, as well as provide
some guidance for faith development of young children. Leslee Kirkconnell leads
these groups and ALL parents who are raising preschool age children are welcome!
Sunday School will break on April 1 for Easter festivities. Join us for Breakfast beginning at
8:30am (following the early service). $6 per person, $20 family maximum. Casseroles, hash browns,
fruit, sweet bread, biscuits and gravy. And great fellowship. We’ll also have some creative activities for
children of all ages.
Butterflies will return! We have moved our Butterfly release to Pentecost Sunday, May 20. Butterflies must have a certain air temperature to fly and we cannot be
sure of that on Easter, so we are moving this now-annual tradition to Pentecost, when
it will indeed be warm enough. Plan to join us following worship!
Self-Defense Class – Friday May 3, 6:00-7:30pm in Fellowship Hall. This is a
community education class to be held here at our church. $10 and is good for ALL age adults.
Instruction on warding off an attack led by an experienced defense instructor.
Register at
www.commed.us/taking-classes or call 270-842-4281.
Teachers, parents, grandparents! We who work with and love children are
always looking for ways to increase our knowledge and care. On Monday April 16,
from 6-8pm we have a special (free!) opportunity, brought to us by our mission
partner, Uspiritus. Sarah Major, a Uspiritus staff member and a training specialist, will
be here to help us understand better behaviors we might see in our children. She
trains their foster parents in a variety of areas and will bring her knowledge and
expertise to us. On this evening we will hear about how trauma can cause some
behavior issues with children. It is important for any who live with, love, or teach children to better understand behaviors, since frequently certain behaviors are a way of expressing feelings. And we adults
aren’t always good at interpreting and may react poorly. While our children may not experience trauma
directly, so many issues in our world are causing stress to all of us. We will have dinner available
beginning at 5:30, with our workshop starting at 6 (and dinner serving will continue as needed). We will
also have child care for children through elementary school. Questions? See Leslee Kirkconnell.
Vacation Bible School will be June 10-13, 5:30-8:00pm at Christ
Episcopal Church. All children age 3 (by July 31) through rising 5 th
grade are eligible. Youth and adults will be needed to volunteer. Our
theme (and curriculum) will be Clean Water for All God’s Children from
Living Waters for the World. We continue this mission theme as both
TPC and CEC are committed to Living Waters
and both have active places they are working to install new systems. Children
(and volunteers) will learn more about how important clean water is and how Living
Waters helps local communities provide safe water for their families. Sign up information will be available toward the end of April, but please mark the dates now!
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Christian Education
Faith is a Daily Walk. Gathering to worship is crucial to our faith journey, but
a time spent with God during the week is as important! Here are some activities for
various ages to consider (and many more are available – visit
www.vibrantfaithathome.org) While these activities may be targeted to particular
ages, in fact ANY family or individual or couple can use any of them! Some might
need a bit of adjustment for those with young children, but all are wonderful ways
to share and talk about faith at home!

Jesus is the light of the world. As a family, you can help children understand
and celebrate this important tenet of faith.
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/easter-cupcakes
Asking questions can be a great way to start conversations.
Here are some ‘open-egged’ questions to get your teen (and you) sharing.
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/open-egged-questions
Spring turns our thoughts to new life and growing things.
Here’s a great way to celebrate warming temperatures:
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/renewing-the-earth.
All ages can enjoy this activity – and especially the encouragement to get your hands in
the dirt! Dirt is not just ‘dirt’ – it is a living, breathing entity that provides so much for us!

LIBRARY NEWS — ADDENDUM to LIBRARY, March 2018
Following are books obtained by the library this past year either through gifts or purchases:
America's Original Sin 305.8 W
The Art of the Saint John's Bible 745.6S
Better than Nice 242.8 O
Beyond Words 242.2 B
New Bible Companion 220.7H
Calling to Educational Ministry 268P
Catch Your Breath 263.3P
Christ Plays in 10,000 Places 235P
Christianity After Religion 277.3 B
The Clown in the Belfry 252B
Communion 220.6R
Companion to the Constitution 285 C
Don't Know Much About the Bible 220.6D
The Daily Walk Bible 220T*
Dictionary of Theological Terms 230.03 M
Eat this Book 220.07P
Feasting on the Word 256.1 B VOL A-D
Feasting on the Gospel Mark 226.3J
The Great Emergence 270.8T
A History of Christianity 209C
History of Christianity in reformation Era 274
Holy Bible 220 Z
How do You Spell God? 231G

How Good Do We have to be? 296.7K
How Jesus Saves the World From Us. 243G
Hymns of Faith and Inspiration 780
Inhabiting Eden 261.8T
The Jesus Way 304.2P
The New Jerusalem Bible 220..5 J
Jewish Study Bible 200J
The Layman's Bible Encyclopedia 203L
A Letter to my Anxious Christian
Friends 227.3
Living a Life That Matters 296.3K
Living translation 220N*
The Lord is my Shepherd 223.2K
The Meal Jesus Gave Us 234.16W
More Than Enough 248.61M
Names for the Messiah 242B
Nave's Study Bible 220N
Naves Topical Bible 220N
On the Road with the Archangel 813.543B
The One Year Bible 220T
Peaceful Neighbor 791.49L
A Practical guide to Community Ministry 253B
the Presbyterian Deacon 262.14J

Searching for God in America 200.97 H
Searching for Happiness 248.4 T
Sex and Faith 241.6 O
A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23 223.2K
Still Christian 227.30 G
Take and Read 235P
These Were God's People 220.8
Through the Ages 270T
Truth Speaks to Power 230.04B
The Way 232H*
Walking Backwards to Christmas 242C
The Westminster Dictionary of Theological
Terms 230.03M*
What Does a Progressive Christian
Believe? 230.04B
When Bad Things Happen to Good
People 296.3K
Who is This Man? 232.9 O
Working the Angles 223P
The Wycliffe Bible Commentary 220.7W
Unclobber 220.8M
Zondervan Holy Bible 220V*
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Church and Community
CANNING CLASSES RETURN! Once again we are hosting some Community Education classes
here at TPC. On April 19 there will be a Canning Chicken class, 5:30-7:30pm. $15. Learn how to
safely use a pressure cooker to prepare and can meat. Learn the technique
and leave with a pint size jar of canned chicken to take home and enjoy!
Registration is through Community Education - 270-842-4281 or
www.commed.us/taking-classes.
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY We will continue our work with Habitat for
Humanity in April. On April 28 we will be installing siding on a new home.
Contact the church office if you would like to assist. For more information
contact Susan Thomison. (susan.thomison1@gmail.com)
THE CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUP will meet on the second and fourth Fridays of each
month at 10:30am. The second Friday meetings will be at the church, and the fourth Friday meetings
will be at the Gramlings’ home at 118 Greyrock Drive.
ART EXHIBIT Our current exhibit features the Pushin Building Artist Studio artists. The studio
is located in a small warehouse space above Corsair’s Distillery at 400 E. Main St. For a small handful
of artists in the Bowling Green community, family is about coming together in a homely loft type space
to make art alongside one another. In total, there are currently eight artists who have a working space
at Pushin. Exhibiting in this show are Angie Alexieff, Myra Dwyer, Emily Hendricksen, Cindy Houston,
Jack LeSieur, Laura McGee, Fleur Whitaker, and Terry Wilson.

Consider This Safety Protocol

The City of Houston and the National Department of Homeland Security has developed a protocol
for dealing with an active shooter in a public place. The instruction is simple: Run… Hide… Fight.
The training video has been viewed more than 3 million times:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5VcSwejU2D0
In the event of an incident at our church, this protocol is useful. Run: Have an escape route and plan
in mind. Help others escape if possible. Because law enforcement people may be present, keep you
hands visible. Hide: Lock or barricade doors and shut off lights. Do not huddle together as it makes an
easy target. Silence your cell phone (including vibrate mode) and remain quiet. Fight: This is only
appropriate when you know you are in imminent danger. Attempt to incapacitate the shooter. Find and
object to use as a weapon. Act with as much physical aggression as possible. In the sanctuary,
everyone should throw hymnals. In classrooms, throw books or shoes. In hallways, shoot the fire
extinguishers. This is only to be used when every other deterrence is impossible.
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Church and Community
IN PREPARATION FOR OUR 200TH BIRTHDAY--REFLECTION ON A PHOTO….In a recent Sunday’s pastoral prayer, Matthew referred to our
church’s lighted spire as a beacon to our current, rapid-developing downtown. Only in the last decade
or so has the spire been so nicely lighted. Now, if you go to Mariah’s, walk down the hallway toward
the rear dining area…there you will see a large photo from yesteryear. The image is taken from the
fountain park….over the Park Row buildings you will note the church tower topped by the spire. There
is a bit of history:
In December of 1895, there was a huge fire across the street from the church in a livery stable; the
intensity of the heat and fire caused damage to the tower and spire.; water must have poured over the
interior to the point that the balcony was replaced and altered to the present size; the organ was moved
to the main floor and the interior of the sanctuary was redecorated.
Now, look at that Mariah’s photo. You will see more sharply-pointed peaks at the base of the spire,
and you will notice a more needle-like spire (thus we know there was reconstruction on the spire). The
woodwork around the tower window is absent, thus suggesting it was damaged or burned by the
intense heat. There may have been damage to the bricks in the front wall, for the Flemish bond pattern
of brick laying is no longer perfect. Long after that time, not related to the fire, in
the early 1970’s, the slate roof was removed and the spire was sheathed in
copper. In the 1950’s, Women of the Church conspired to order new stained
glass windows in the Sanctuary and Narthex.
Remember that the church
construction began in 1833…..it was not until 1837 that the Sanctuary was open
for occupancy.
[subject of the next writing: the girls’ school in the basement] --Tom Moody

Financial Report
Financial Summary

Budget
Actual

Year to Date February
2018
160000
140000

149,630
140,703

120000
95,596

100000

94,824

80000
60000

40000
20000
0

Receipts

Expenses
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Youth Ministry
Many Many Thanks to all who made our March 4 Potato Party a success! From those who
signed up to bring various parts of the meal to those who came and enjoyed fellowship and great food
- we are grateful. With your generosity we have raised $660.75 toward our Montreat expenses this
July.
LET’S DO IT AGAIN! Sunday May 6 will be our TACO BAR FUNDRAISER.
11:30am in Fellowship Hall. We will have a variety of options for building your
lunch with soft tortillas, hard shell, chips, along with beans, beef and other great
taco toppings. Donations of items make this possible!
Click http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-taco and choose
what to bring. The meal will be by donation, with our always delicious bake sale
items for that dessert you can’t live without!
YOUTH AND GRADUATE SUNDAY will be Sunday April 29. Our youth are
already planning this special service. We will honor our High School and college
graduates. If you have a student getting ready to graduate high school or college,
please let us know as soon as possible. We especially want our high school grads to
help participate in the service and we need those college names to include in the
bulletin. It will also be 3 Cents a Meal Sunday when our children will come around to
collect that offering (in place of Buck in an Basket).
YOUTH END-OF-YEAR PARTY will be Sunday May 20, 5:00-7:00pm. We’ll swim, feast and fellowship and celebrate our year together. We are grateful to be hosted (once again!) by Larry Warden,
1310 Chestnut Street. Details soon!
CONFIRMATION CLASS will return in September. All youth who will
be in 7th-9th grade (or any older who did not participate earlier) are welcome.
Class will meet for 90 minutes, likely twice per month (not on Sunday
mornings). Youth will have mentors and between-class assignments, with
Confirmation taking place in spring 2019 (possibly Easter Sunday). Leslee
Kirkconnell is planning and coordinating this and must know who will be
participating. Information will be emailed to prospective families soon.
This is a class that will require attendance and commitment.
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP will break April 1st for Easter (and Spring Break). We will have our regular
meetings on April 8, 15, 22 as we prepare for Youth Sunday. DINNER IS NEEDED on April 8 and 22.
Sign up at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-winter Entree, side dish/salad and
dessert, here by 6:00pm.

Our church Elders: Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Fred Higgins, Brad
Howard, Matt Hunt, John Kernohan, Stuart Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, David Sears, Diane
Simmons, David Thomison, Denny Wedge.
Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Sally Calkins, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms,
Cathey Green, Jean Harris, Melody Harper, Wayne Hendrix, Ann Rudolph Humphrey, Linda Leigh,
Nathan Love, Tom MacMillin, Marilyn Mattingly, David Muffett, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison, Debbie
Trickey, and Judy Whitson.
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Missions
3-Cents-A-Meal Collection returns Sunday April 29 during
worship! Our generosity has made a tremendous impact,
especially on Sundays when our children bring our big cans
around, as they will do this day. If each individual attending
brought just $8.10 (that is what 3 cents per meal for three
months equals), we will make a big difference! One third of our
gifts will stay right here to benefit our Food Pantry; 2/3 will be forwarded to the Presbyterian Hunger
Program, which works to alleviate the root causes of hunger at home and abroad. Bring your
change, your bills, your checks and plan to fill the can again as we seek to help those who live with
food insecurity every day.

EASTER is One Great Hour of Sharing Sunday.
We will collect our offering that Sunday and
dedicate it to God’s glory. One of four special
offerings of the PC(U.S.A.), OGHS is one many
denominations participate in and which goes to help
particular projects for each. Our gifts are divided
between Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, The
Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self-Development of People. These programs have very little
overhead, so our funds are used efficiently to help. Special envelopes will be in the bulletin for your
gift, or you can give at any time - simply mark your check ‘OGHS.’
CALLING FOR BEANS AND RICE! Our Food Pantry is a wonderful ministry that depends
upon your generosity. We need donations of beans and rice. We’ll have a bagging party soon,
which will help replenish the supply. Please consider picking up a bag or two of white rice or beans
(black beans, kidney, red, etc). There’s a drawer under the staircase for your donation. And THANK
YOU! We give out an average of 100 bags every month, so every donation is important!
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY – we are currently working on setting a spring date for working with
Habitat. Stay tuned to 60 Second email, website and bulletin for final date/time announcements!
(April 28 we will be installing siding on a new home.)
CECELIA MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH is having their
Third Annual DAY OF GIVING on April 28th beginning at 8:00am
(716 College St.). Household items, children/adult clothing, toys, small
electronics, etc. are all welcome contributions. Everything will be offered
free to the community. For more information, contact Lovelyn Williams
at Cecelia Memorial: 619-368-2103.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
Tucker Carmichael in the death of his grandmother Elinor Kundert Denney
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Presbyterian Women

We have a delightful Spring Luncheon planned on Wednesday, May 23rd! Please
mark your calendars & plan on attending!! We will gather at Jerry Baker’s home for a
Heavenly Ham boxed lunch and the installation of our new officers. Elizabeth Downing
will be our guest and she is looking forward to showing our group the Downing Exhibit
at the Baker Arboretum! Please make reservations by contacting
Donna Meredith at 270-791-9888 or donnawmeredith53@gmail.com
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THE BIRTHDAY OFFERING is one of Presbyterian Women’s two offerings. Received in the spring
each year, it gives women a tangible way to celebrate the blessings in their lives!
In 2018, three projects received funding through Presbyterian Women’s Birthday Offering. Your gift to
the Birthday Offering will allow PW to provide funding to Cottage Village, Village of Grace Center for
Physical and Spiritual Health, and The Dwelling place.
Cottage Village - a Tiny-house Community for Low-income Residents Cottage Grove, Oregon
Cottage Village will provide quality, affordable housing and a safe, structured social community for
individuals and families with low or very low incomes. This Birthday Offering grant will be used to
help build 13 tiny houses and a central shared-use area that will serve as a compassionate and
protective community for vulnerable rural citizens.
Village of Grace Center for Physical and Spiritual Health - Tegucigalpa, Honduras
This Birthday Offering grant will make it possible for the Presbytery of Honduras to purchase the
Village of Grace Center for Physical and Spiritual Health near Tegucigalpa. Originally established by
Presbyterian mission co-workers, the retreat center will be managed by Presbyterian women in
Honduras. It will offer international hospitality for retreats, workshops and mission teams from the PC
(USA), Solar Under the Sun and Living Waters for the World.
The Dwelling Place - Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota
The Dwelling Place was established in 1998 to provide for the physical, emotional and spiritual
needs of
women and their children following their escape from a violent partner. Transitional
housing, education, food, clothing, trauma-informed support services, programming and mentoring
for women are all part of the mission of The Dwelling Place. This Birthday Offering grant will help The
Dwelling Place purchase a vacant lot where they will construct a multi-use building with spaces
suitable for large and small group programming, one- on-one case management, safe living space
and staff offices. With the additional building, The Dwelling Place will be able to serve even more
women and children who are seeking safety.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (PW) USA CELEBRATES 30 YEARS
According to the Presbyterian Women (PW) Manual, PW does not have members, as such, but
participants. Participation in PW is open to all women who choose to support PW in any way. Writing in
the Feb.-April 2018 issue of the “Presbyterian Women Quarterly Newsletter,” moderator Carol Winkler
reflects on the identity of PW over the last 30 years.
Winkler reflects on her 30-month tenure as Moderator of PW (USA). She believes women of PW are
called and make a commitment to worship and study, service and mission, advocacy and peace,
building an inclusive caring community while supporting PW. To her, PW are passionate, generous,
loving, prayerful, stubborn, creative, sustaining, hope-giving, faithful, effective, caring, serving, brave,
and courageous. In short, they are the epitome of all these attributes. Winkler observed all this during
the 30 months she served as Moderator of PW (USA) nationwide. The PW with whom she worked
were all dedicated and faithful to their commitment to church and community mission programs.
In the last 30 years, more than 350 women have led PC at the national level. Working together in
groups across the denomination, this number has risen exponentially. We are “better together.” In this
year of celebration, Winkler says “Thank you, God, for the women of PW.” Remembering those 30
years, Winkler looks toward the next 30 years and quotes Hilary Mohaupt in “Horizons”: “ . . . wishing
you a plenitude of opportunities to use your . . . sustaining energy and love in synergistic, hope-given
service, because, together, what a difference PW makes to the church and to the world.”
-NANCY MOORE March 14, 2018
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April Birthdays

April 1
Elinor Kline
April 2
Cathey Green
April 3
Rocky Cooper
Leah Watson
April 4
Jamie Embry
Charlie Evans
April 5
Rosemary Henry
April 6
Tina Coates
April 7
Tanner Polen
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April 8
Ryan Clemons
John Fitts
Cameron Lebedinsky
April 11
John Grise
Wayne Pope
Lillian Simpson
April 13
Jenna Begley
Drew Crocker
April 16
Cameron Pauquette
April 17
Megan Algie
Kate Bigler
Michael Kmitch, Jr.
Elizabeth Leverette
April 19
Stephen Ivie
Susan Webb
April 21
Carlie Bowen
Claire Ellington

April 22
Meg Webb
Judy Whitson
April 23
Shannon Dyche
April 25
Shug Jefferies
Paul Just II
April 27
Bob Franklin
Susan Thomison
April 28
Rebecca Gentry
April 29
Jim Tyrie
April 30
Nick Rabold

April Calendar
Sun

1

Easter Sunday

Mon

2

Tue

3

11:00am
7:30am Sunrise Worship Circle 3
8:30am Breakfast
Office Closed
10:30am Easter Worship

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Deacons

8

9

Wed

4

Thu

5

10

11

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Evening
Circle
7:00pm Camera
Club

9:15am Wed
Morn Circle
10:00am Circle 6

15

17

18

11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
1:00pm CUICHM
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
6:00pm Chairs
mtg.
7:00pm Session

7:00pm Chancel 10:00am
Choir
PW Spring
Gathering

24

25

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Missions

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

16

22

23

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Childrens’
Music
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
5:30pm Youth Group

29 Graduation Sunday

Sat

7
9:00am
Camera
Club

8:30am Fellowship
11:30am
9:00am Childrens’
Circle 9
Music
9:30am Sunday School
9:45am Sunday Circle
10:30am Worship
11:30am Christian Ed
Min.
5:30pm Youth Group

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Childrens’
Music
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
5:30pm Youth Group

Fri

6

12

13

14

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

6:00pm
Gordoneers

19

20

21

27

28

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

Cecelia
Memorial
8:00-’til...
Annual Day
of Giving

4:30pm
Community
Ed. Canning
Class

26

30

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Childrens’
Music
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
5:30pm Youth Group
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The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
April 15 is the deadline for the May 2018
newsletter. Please send your information to the church
office at info@bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270) 843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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