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Easter dominates. We will celebrate Easter this month. We are,
as of this writing, still bearing the cold of late winter. But the coming
spring celebrates the return of warmth and life. The leafless trees
have only bare limbs with which to reach for the sky, but the defeat
of death is coming. Even though we are still in the humble liturgical
season of Lent; we anticipate a season of celebration. March, 2018,
will be a month of change. At the end of the month, we will rejoice at
the resurrection of our savior.
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Easter dominates. Whatever vestige of human failure or of
disappointment with ourselves and others might ordinarily be
expected to persist, actually does not persist. The love of God
intervenes. The goodness of creation is affirmed again. The power
of our sinfulness is overcome. The tomb where Jesus was laid is
empty. The month of March contains many things this year; but
above all it contains Easter.
We prepare for Easter by considering all the ways we need
renewal. We need the renewal of hope. We need to have our faith
restored. We need to feel that our relationship to Jesus is repaired.
We need to feel forgiven. We need a fresh reminder that the loving
kindness of God is sufficient to break the hold evil has had on us.
Easter is April 1st. Easter dominates the month ahead of us.
Because it is the season of Lent, we will continue to walk as
penitents walk this month. But we are walking toward Easter, and
toward joy. We are preparing to sing, “Welcome happy morning!”
Know you are loved,
Matthew
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Christian Education
Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will be Saturday March 24. Final
details are in process, but we need your help! Donations of small,
individually wrapped candies and toys (erasers, temporary
tattoos etc) are needed to prepare our eggs for the hunt. Items
must be able to fit in the eggs we hide. We also ask as possible for
nut-free options. Toy/Candy donations are needed at any time
prior to March 15, please bring to the office. Questions? See
Leslee Kirkconnell.
DONATIONS of individual baked goods – cookies, brownies, cupcakes,etc are needed for our Egg Hunt. A cherished tradition is the cake walk and the children enjoy the
treats they win. Items can be brought to the church between March 20-23.
Did you know? 80% of people who join a church are INVITED
by someone they know! Be sure to extend the loving hand
of fellowship and invitation to those you know who don’t have a
church home. We have great things going on and we need
everyone to spread the word!
Vacation Bible School will be June 10-13 at Christ Episcopal
Church. Clean Water for All God’s Children from Living Waters for
the World will guide our study of the Bible and our learning about
clean water for ALL God’s children. Registration will begin later in
April, so watch for details for children, as well as needs for leadership from our youth and adults!
JOIN US WEDNESDAYS DURING LENT for dinner at 5:30pm (RSVP by noon
Tuesday) and study beginning at 6:05pm. We will be using the Prayer Circles 40 Day
Challenge. Books will be available for $10 each. Join us for fellowship and a time of
deepening our prayer lives as we walk with Jesus toward the cross. Dinner is $8 per
adult and $5 for children.
EASTER SUNDAY IS APRIL 1 and Sunday School will take a break. Come to
breakfast that morning, serving begins at 8:30am and continues until about 9:45am.
$6 per adult, $3 child. We will have an early service at 7:30am and also our 10:30am
service.
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Christian Education
CONTINUE YOUR FAITH JOURNEY between
worship services! Faith in Christ is a lifelong journey
and needs daily attention – scripture reading, prayer,
spiritual practices. Here are some activities for families
and adults/couples to engage for a more meaningful and deeper walk with God:
Young families can celebrate the gradual return of spring with this activity: (although
you don’t have to be a family with young children to do it!)
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/signs-of-spring
Coloring is an activity for all ages. Here’s one for families with older children/teens at
home, and is specifically geared toward this time of Lent:
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/coloring-lent teen
If you and your spouse or friend(s) enjoy the fun of March Madness, here is an activity
to incorporate a time of faith sharing while enjoying the sports:
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/march-madness-couple-time
adults/couple
MONTREAT IN THE FALL RETURNS! Planning is beginning for the Fall Craft
Week at Montreat, September 30-October 5. We will enjoy our time sharing a house
in Montreat, and those who wish to attend the conference can register, and those who
wish to just have a time of quiet and retreat can come too! This is open to all adults in
the congregation. Expenses include share of housing cost
(the more we have the lower the per person cost) and food.
We’ll enjoy the mountains of Western North Carolina in the
early fall, along with the beauty of Montreat.
Leslee Kirkconnell will be researching housing options and
attendance decisions will need to be made by early summer.
Not sure? Talk with one or two of last year’s participants:
Pam Bratcher, Lynda Johnson, Shannon Dyche, Diane
Simmons, Kyda West, or Mary Evans. The Fall Craft Week is
directed by Ann Laird Jones and will likely include pottery,
fabric art, stained glass and more.
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Church and Community
EASTER LILIES will be available for purchase to
honor or remember loved ones on Easter Sunday.
Forms are available in the Sunday bulletins, or in
the church office, to reserve a lily or to make a
donation in honor of those special people.

NOON WORSHIP FOR HOLY WEEK Join us during this
ecumenical time of worship on each day of Holy Week. We gather
at 12 noon at a different church each day for worship, followed by
a light lunch:
-Monday at Christ Episcopal Church - The Rev. Cindy Bright, (State Street United Methodist) Preacher
-Tuesday at The Presbyterian Church - The Rev. Kyle McDougall, (First Christian Disciples) Preacher
-Wednesday at State Street Baptist Church - The Rev. Babydoll Kennedy, (AME) Preacher
-Thursday at State Street Methodist Church - The Rev. Dr. Matthew Covington, (The Presbyterian
Church) Preacher

MAUNDY THURSDAY IS MARCH 29TH. Following a meal at
6:00pm in Fellowship Hall, join us in the sanctuary for our
Maundy Thursday service, which will begin at 7:00pm.

GOOD FRIDAY Please join us for a Good Friday worship
service in our Sanctuary on Friday, March 30th at 12:00 noon.

EASTER MORNING SCHEDULE: PLEASE JOIN US!
7:30am
Sunrise Worship (in the courtyard, weather permitting)
8:30am
Breakfast
10:30am Easter Worship
Sunday School will not meet on Easter morning.

An EASTER EGG HUNT is planned for Saturday, March 24th
beginning at 10:30am. The hunt will take place at the Franklin home at
1740 Greenview Lane. All are welcome.
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Church and Community
A REMINDER: DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME will begin on Sunday,
March 11th. Set your clocks forward on that Saturday!
WEDNESDAY LENTEN DINNERS AND WORSHIP continue, at
5:30pm and 6:05pm through March 21st. Please be sure to RSVP by
signing the Sunday pew pad, or calling/emailing the church office.
SHOW YOUR 'PRIDE' with a Presbyterian Church shirt! We have 9 adult medium and 6
adult large tee shirts available for $10 each. We also have two size-large adult polo shirts
available for $12 each. All monies will benefit our Youth Conferences. See Cheryl or Tom
in the main office to purchase.
THE CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUP will meet on the second and fourth Fridays
of each month at 10:30am. The second Friday meetings will be at the church, and the fourth
Friday meetings will be at the Gramlings’ home at 118 Greyrock Drive.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
We have a delightful Spring Luncheon planned on
Wednesday, May 23rd! Please mark your calendars
& plan on attending!! We will gather at Jerry Baker’s
home for a Heavenly Ham boxed lunch and the
installation of our new officers. Elizabeth Downing will
be our guest and she is looking forward to showing our
group the Downing Exhibit at the Baker Arboretum!
Please make reservations by contacting Donna Meredith
at 270-791-9888 or donnawmeredith53@gmail.com

OUR NEXT GALLERY HOP will take place on Friday, March 16 in our Fellowship
Hall, from 5-8pm. This exhibit will feature the Pushin Building Artist Studio artists. The
studio is located in a small warehouse space above Corsair’s Distillery at 400 E. Main
St. For a small handful of artists in the Bowling Green community, family is about
coming together in a homely loft type space to make art alongside one another. In
total, there are currently eight artists who have a working space at Pushin. Exhibiting
in this show will be Angie Alexieff, Myra Dwyer, Emily Hendricksen, Cindy Houston,
Jack LeSieur, Laura McGee, Fleur Whitaker, and Terry Wilson.
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Youth Ministry
Saturday March 24 will be our EASTER EGG HUNT! Youth
will gather at 9:30am at the home of Bob and Sandy Franklin,
1740 Greenview Lane, to set up and hide eggs for our festivities.
The Egg Hunt begins at 10:30 and ends by noon. We’ll clean up
and enjoy lunch together and be done by 1:00pm.
POTATO PARTY LUNCHEON is Sunday March 4, 11:30am in Fellowship
Hall. This is a fundraiser for Montreat. Youth will gather at 9:30am to prepare
our room, food and make sure everything is ready for a great time of fellowship
and food. We need donations of food items for the meal and individually
wrapped baked goods for the bake sale. Click here for the sign up.
(http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-potato)
HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP with the Presbytery of Western Kentucky is June 16-24.
Click here for the registration form. We will travel to Cedarkirk Camp and Conference Center
in Lithia, Florida (SE of Tampa) for a week of working with Beth-El Farmworker Ministry.
We’ll also enjoy all the great camp activities available at Cedarkirk. Deposit of $150 is due
ASAP with registration. (http://cedarkirk.org)

YOUTH AND GRADUATE SUNDAY is April 29. We will honor our high school seniors
who will be graduating as well as give our youth the opportunity to lead worship. We want to
involve all our children as well – if your child plays an instrument, we would love to include
them that morning. Music should be appropriate for worship. Email Leslee with questions
(leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org)
ON SUNDAY EVENINGS YOUTH gather at 5:30 to play, eat and study
together. All youth in 6th-12th grade are welcome – bring a friend or two also!
DINNER HELP is needed! Click here to help provide a meal to our youth –
this is a GREAT WAY for the congregation to show their love for our youth!
(http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-winter )
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Missions
Lent and Easter are ONE GREAT HOUR OF
SHARING SEASON. We will collect and
dedicate our offering on Easter Sunday, April
1. OGHS is one of four special offerings of the
PC(USA) and is the most ecumenical, as a
number of denominations participate and
have for more than 50 years. Our generous
gifts support three key ministries of the Presbyterian Church – The Presbyterian Hunger
Program, Self-Development of People and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. We will have
envelopes in the bulletin on Easter, but you may donate at any time – simply memo your
check OGHS. Thank you for your generosity!
Help a child in your life grow in faith!
The Mission Committee is sponsoring a Book Fair
from Sparkhouse Family. We will have a display of
books in Fellowship Hall beginning in early March.
These books are designed for children up to age 12.
Special discount for orders and funds raised will
benefit Habitat and Living Waters for the World.
Books displayed are only a part, as any book
published by Sparkhouse Family may be ordered
as part of the sale. Come shop for that special
child in your life and help him or her grow in faith!
We anticipate ordered books will be here by Easter.
THREE CENTS A MEAL worship collection will return April 29. Thank you for your continued support of our Food Pantry (1 cent) and the Presbyterian Hunger Program
(2 cents). Pennies add up quickly!
THE FOOD PANTRY is always in need of dry good donations.
We are getting low on beans and rice, in particular. Thank you for
your continued support. We are able to help food-insecure folks
every day because of your continued and abundant generosity!

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
Cathy Reynolds in the death of her husband Mac Reynolds
Cedric Whitney in the death of his cousin George Whitney
Bob Bueker in the death of his brother Richard
The Rudolph family in the death of Dr. Evan Rudloph
Ken Royse in the death of his sister Mildred Cundiff Royse
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Financial Report
Financial Summary

Budget
Actual

Year to Date January
2018
120000
104,925
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80000
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40000

20000

0

Receipts

Page 8

Expenses

Session Report
We have been busy as a church! That is a good thing and it is an exciting time for The First
Presbyterian Church in Bowling Green.
To all who attended our Pep Rally on Sunday Feb. 18 thank you; if you didn’t I think you missed a
good time to learn about a few of our ministries that serve our downtown focus and neighbors.
In the next 18 months we will see in our immediate neighborhood of the church 600 new apartments
on line. These apartments are designed to attract young professionals and medical students /
teachers that will be working throughout the BG/Warren County area but many right downtown and
with the new Medical College initiative between UK / WKU and The Medical Center. Our church, we
believe, is a hidden gem in the community and we want to talk about ways to share our church with
all of these new folks and invite them to participate with us. We are an open group of folks who have
already shown our willingness and eagerness to embrace new people and be a central point of
conversation for the downtown community. We are a church with a long history but we are a member
of the downtown community by choice. To foster that discussion we will be having an open forum or
town hall sort of meeting soon that allows us all to voice our thoughts about that mission and ways
we can grow our community of believers.
We are really excited about the search for a Youth, family and college minster to join us. This
position fits right into our desire to grow as well as serve people who are in the family right now.
A committee is being formed to review the applicants and you can look forward to hearing more about
that group soon. I ask that you being praying about this effort, it is vital to our plans and to the health
of our family, so pray that we meet the person God intends to help lead out in this important area.
Our property committee along with our worship committee have been focusing on security issues
around the church and they have a plan that is being finalized now that you will be seeing and
hearing about soon. This is so important and I know it will make all of us feel more secure. They
have also been working on improvements to our sound system as it relates to hearing especially for
the hearing impaired. So more news about that soon too!
Our attendance has been dipped some in January but that was largely due, we believe, to the
weather we have had, the good news is that we are hitting our giving targets and our expenses have
been well line also so we are on a solid footing as we begin our new year. Thank you for your
continued obedience in giving in support of God’s work. It is so important and it makes it possible for
us to realize the goals we have for the ministries we do now as well as those ministries we know we
want to do in service to our Lord.
There is so much that is going on and it feels good to be a part of a family of believers who are
interested in service as a demonstration of our faith. Thank you and see you at church.
-Tim Leigh, Clerk of Session

Our church Elders: Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Fred Higgins, Brad
Howard, Matt Hunt, John Kernohan, Stuart Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, David Sears, Diane
Simmons, David Thomison, Denny Wedge.
Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Sally Calkins, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms,
Cathey Green, Jean Harris, Melody Harper, Wayne Hendrix, Ann Rudolph Humphrey, Linda Leigh,
Nathan Love, Tom MacMillin, Marilyn Mattingly, David Muffett, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison, Debbie
Trickey, and Judy Whitson.
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March Birthdays
March 1
Betty Jo Beard
David Gentry
Anna Sue Heller
March 2
Jeane Smith
March 3
Mary Kirkwood
March 4
Jonathan Hendrix
Michael Nade
March 7
Patty Greninger
Rita Rudloff
March 8
Peggy Carthrae
Buzz English
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March 12
Jeffrey Johnson
Luke Johnson
Todd Kessler
Bryce Phillips
March 13
Alex Maudlin
Katie Wyrick
March 14
Kate Grise
March 15
Karol Ahmed
Chuck Webb
March 16
Colton Nade
Eleanor Short
March 18
Beth Tyrie Rogers
March 19
Sarah Johnston
Kelly Wyrick
March 20
Will Barrick
Christine Long
Connor Siddens

March 21
Bob Hunt
March 22
Leigh Ballard
March 23
Earlene Chelf
Nina Njoku
March 24
Lynn Reeves
March 25
Emily Cooper
Bud Schlinker
Jamie Simpson
March 26
Heath Harper
March 27
Henry Heller
March 28
Clark Carthrae
March 29
Sarah Ellis
Mike Kanan
March 30
Phillip Burkeen
March 31
Toni Stahl

March Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

Sat

2

3

9

10

6:00pm Room in
the Inn

4

5

7

8

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Childrens’
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Potato
Party

11:00am Circle 11:00am Special
Care
3
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Deacons

6

5:30pm Lenten
Dinner
6.05pm Lenten
Worship
6:45pm Chancel
Choir

6:00pm Room in 10:30am
the Inn
Morning
Prayer

11

12

13

14

15

8:30am Fellowship
11:30am Circle
9:00am Childrens’
9
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
9:45am Sunday
Circle
10:30am Worship
11:30pm CE Ministry
5:30pm Youth
Group

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Evening
Circle
7:00pm Camera
Club

9:15am Wed Morn
Circle
10:00am Circle 6
5:30pm Lenten
Dinner
6.05pm Lenten
Worship
6:45pm Chancel
Choir

6:00pm Room in
the Inn
5:00pm
Gallery Hop

18

20

21

22

11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
1:00pm CUICHM
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
5:00pm Uspiritus /FH
6:00pm Chairs mtg.
7:00pm Session

5:15pm Lenten
Dinner
6.05pm Lenten
Worship
6:45pm Chancel
Choir

27

28

19

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Childrens’
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
5:30pm Youth
Group

25

26

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Childrens’
Music
9:30am
Sunday School
10:30am Worship
5:30pm Youth
Group

11:00am Special
12:00pm Midday Care
Worship and
Lunch

12:00pm Midday
Worship and Lunch

2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Missions

12:00pm Midday
Worship and Lunch

16

17

23

24

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

10:30am
Easter Egg
Hunt

29

30

31

Maundy
Thursday

Good
Friday

12:00pm
Midday Worship
and Lunch

12:00pm
Worship

6:00pm Dinner
6:45pm Worship
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The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
March 15 is the deadline for the April 2018
newsletter. Please send your information to the church
office at info@bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270) 843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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