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The Spirit of God is powerfully at work in our church! Particularly in the month
ahead, as we anticipate getting everyone into a single photograph called “The Big
Picture” on November 12th, and as we receive pledges toward the 2018 budget on
that same day, excitements abound. November 4th is our day to deliver Saturday
Meals. On November 16th, we will begin our annual night shelter called “Room in the
Inn.” We are seeing the compassion and energy of our church exhibited in many
ways.
A strong church is like a snowball. The bigger and better it gets, the more it
continues to grow and develop. Here’s a short list of how you can help us snowball.
1. Please make attendance at Sunday School and Worship a priority.
2. Be sure to let me know if you are anticipating surgery, facing a change in your
life, need/want someone to talk to, or have a concern. I want to be your pastor.
3. Share with your friends some of what excites you about your faith and your
church. Remember to keep working on your “elevator speech,” in which you
say something good about TPC in a minute of less.
4. Remember to pray. Prayer has power. A big part of prayer is thanksgiving.
Prayer is also an effective way to ask for God’s direction, as you look for ways
to be of service.
5. Feel free to make suggestions of any kind. After all, this is your church! If I am
not in the office when you call, I will call you back. The number is: 270-8434707. Also: Walk-ins are welcome. Come see me!
6. If you know of something newsworthy, call the church office. We’d love to
publicize awards and achievements. Even if the news is about you, don’t
worry; we’re good at protecting our “sources.”
7. Compliment Tom Moody, when his music moves you.
8. Tell Wayne Pope about how good the choir sounds. Tell members of the
College Ensemble too. They work extremely hard, and with great dedication.
When we worship we are offering our best to God. Our music program leads
us in this offering.
9. My care for the congregation will be strengthened, if you will let me know of
people who need a call, or a visit, or special prayers.
10. Give Leslee Kirkconnell the “thumbs up” sign. Our Education program is a
strength.
11. Tell Cheryl Gregory that she is the greatest. The truth bears repeating!
12. Consider your spiritual life as a gift, and nurture your faith with reading, study,
and service to others.
13. Think of your life in the church as a time to prepare for citizenship in God’s
kingdom. What you do and say now is a rehearsal for the “Big Show” to come.
These are a few ideas for making your church membership matter, during the
exciting times ahead. We all need each other. God has designed us that way.
And Know You Are Loved,

Matthew
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Christian Education
Our Second Annual Chili Cook Off and Bake Sale!
Sunday November 5, 11:30am in Fellowship Hall. All proceeds benefit
our Youth fund for Montreat for next summer. We have a special
Perfect Potluck sign up www.PerfectPotluck.com/PABR4755
Who will be our Chili Champ? Will Bob Hunt successfully defend his
apron? Come find out! Taste all the chilis and vote by placing your
donation in the container by your choice. The highest total wins. And
then go buy that sweet treat at the bake sale you need to have after
eating all the delicious chili! Food, fun and fellowship.
Advent Workshop – Sunday November 26, 3:00-4:30pm Fellowship
Hall. Come make an Advent Wreath and possibly some other fun items
to help in preparation for Advent and Christmas. We will have wet-able
foam and advent candles, bring greenery from your yard to share. You
will also need a dish that will keep the foam secure (a straight sided dish,
such as Corning Ware or other waterproof pan). Candle devotion guides
will be available.
Once again our Youth are working on this special mission
project. The tree will be decorated on Sunday November 19
with angels that carry information about families and items to
purchase. We are once again partnering with McNeill
Elementary to provide hope for those who can’t otherwise
afford to give their children gifts during the holidays. We are
also providing love for Uspiritus ‘graduates,’ those who have
moved into transitional housing as young adults. We will collect
gift cards (as listed on the angel) for Uspiritus. All gifts must be wrapped, with the angel
securely attached for identification purposes, not later than Monday December 11. Delivery
will be that Saturday and time will be needed to organize, as well as shop for the food we
also provide, thanks to our Deacons (and your generosity of funding that endeavor also).
Two More Opportunities! Our Monday Morning Class will meet on
November 6 and 13. On the 6th we look forward to hearing from our
novelist, Larry Gildersleeve. He’ll share about his first novel and the
ones he is currently working on. On November 13, Bob Dickey will be
here to share about his history of what is now Beech Bend Park. Join us
at 10:00am in the conference room each Monday. We’ll have hot coffee
and warm fellowship.
Parents of Preschoolers will meet Tuesday November 7, 9:15am in the Nursery. We’ll
have hot coffee, yummy treats and warm fellowship. All parents with preschool-age children
are welcome to join us. Many thanks to members of Presbyterian Women who contribute the
delicious delights each month!
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Church and Community
Thanksgiving is a wonderful time to share what we are thankful for
and here is a wonderful activity to help keep that focus:
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/gratitude-box
This activity would be meaningful for any family. And it would be
something that could be reused at other times.
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/thanksgiving-table-talk
We all love to give and receive gifts at Christmas. Yet sometimes it can feel like a burden,
especially if we are watching our budgets. Explore this as a way to plan and give meaningful
gifts: http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/planning-christmas-gifts
Join us on Saturday December 2 for the Christmas Parade! We will gather at 8:30am in
Fellowship Hall to prepare and organize our second ‘outreach’ ministry to the community. Hot
chocolate for all! We’ll set up a table and take hot chocolate to
the street outside the sanctuary to be given to any who pass by.
No money needed, just our gift of love (and warmth) to those who
come to enjoy the parade. We will likely give out cups for about
an hour and then enjoy the parade together. Last year was loads
of fun for all and we were rewarded by many grateful parade
watchers! (It was a chilly day!). We will also have Fellowship
Hall open (with some hot coffee available) for any who need a
warming break, assuming it’s a chilly day. Help us be a loving
and welcoming presence to the community! See Leslee Kirkconnell.
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Church and Community
THANKSGIVING DINNER A potluck dinner will take place
on Thursday, November 23rd in the Fellowship Hall (12:00
noon). Turkey and dressing will be provided. Bring your favorite
dish and come join other church family members around the tables to share a meal and give thanks! (Consider bringing a second small dish of the same thing to share with our guests that
evening at Room In the Inn.) Please let Cheryl know in the office
if you wish to attend, or if you can volunteer to help with:
Early set up, helping in the kitchen to warm food, put out drinks and arrange the potluck dishes
on Thursday morning; clean up after meal, or delivering food to shut-ins after the meal.

VESPER FOR ADVENT A tradition developed in this congregation several years ago to begin
the observance of Advent: a Vesper Service at 4:00pm in the Sanctuary. Candles, music, hymns and
scripture help to set our minds and hearts on the time the Christian Church has long-appointed for
spiritual preparation. Come at 4:00pm on Sunday, December 3rd. Invite a friend for this service, open
to the community.
ADVENT is a time of waiting, of preparation. Our Wednesday evenings will be a time of fellowship and worship (starting on November 29th). Sunday mornings will bring us together at
9:30am for education and service in Fellowship Hall, followed by morning Advent worship at
10:30am. Join us for our Advent Meals on Wednesdays at 5:30pm beginning on November
29th, and also December 6th and 13th. A worship service will follow dinner at 6:15pm.
GORDONEERS are planning to meet on Friday, November 10th at 6:00pm at
the church.
TIME CHANGE A reminder- the time will change on Sunday, November 5th. Mark
your calendar and remember to set clocks back one hour that Saturday night. That
weekend is also the weekend of the marathon race downtown, so allow plenty of
time to get to church in the morning.
COFFEE ORDERS Let us help you with your holiday gifts and parties. Fair Trade Coffee sales will
take place on Sunday, November 19. The order will be made and received in time for your holiday
gatherings. Need chocolate? Need coffee? Need tea? Put your order in on Sunday, November 19th!
SATURDAY MEALS will be collecting food for Christmas Boxes. Our Church is responsible for
225 boxes of macaroni and cheese. We will need to have them by December 13 th. A box for collection
will be located underneath the stairs.
CURRENT ART EXHIBIT The Sunny Sixteen Camera Club’s annual photography show is now on
exhibit at Gallery TPC in our church fellowship hall. This show will run until November 30 th. Make sure
to stop and see it!
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Session Report
The Session met for its regular meeting on October 17, 2017 in the Church
conference room.
These items highlighted the meeting.
Matthew Covington opened the meeting with prayer. The minutes of the last regular
meeting were approved and the minutes of the called meeting to accept new
members, Mike and Patricia Kmitch and Heath and Melody Harper were approved.
Following, the business agenda was taken up.
Matthew reported on the joint meeting of the Deacons and Elders and helpful
communications between the groups and the progress made of the various projects.
Much has been accomplished this year so far.
Leslie Kirkconnell, Director of Christian Education reported on the 3 Cents a Meal
worship collection and upcoming celebration of the 170th birthday of the Cecilia
Memorial Presbyterian Church on October 27, 2017. Work continues on the project
for a Director of Youth, Families, and Collegiate Ministries. A search committee has
been selected.
There were several Ministry reports. Fellowship reported that the Advent Dinners will
be at 5:30 prior to the services this year. Worship advised that At home Communion
was begun on October 1 following worship service and 14 of our congregation
received the Sacrament. Also, there is now a Deacon or an Elder at the 10th Street entrance of the Church during worship service. The Finance Chair covered the
current budget deficit on the hope of resolving it prior to years end. Stewardship was
discussed and a letter is going out shortly to our congregation. All officers were asked
to pledge early and to increase their giving from the current year, if possible. On
pledge day, November 12 a picture of the congregation will be taken.
The Deacons were represented by Debbie Trickey who commented on security
issues.
The next meeting will be on the Tuesday before Thanksgiving. Business having been
completed, the Session meeting was adjourned with prayer.
James D. Harris, Jr.
Clerk of Session
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members and friends
of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
To Linda Stewart in the death of her daughter Marilyn Calvert
To Blakey and Duffy Hayes in the death of their nephew Brad Greer
To the family of David Browning
To the Mauldin family in the death of Ruby Snipes
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Youth Ministry
Our November Schedule has several changes:
On November 5, we are hosting the
Chili Cook Off and Bake Sale.
We need everyone here by 9:30 to
prepare, serve and clean up. We will
be done by 1:30 or 2:00 and will not
have Youth Fellowship that evening.
November 10-12 is the Presbytery-wide Retreat to Camp Loucon. All forms have been
distributed and while it is not too late to register, no tee-shirts will be available at this late date.
We will return in time for the congregational picture to be done following worship that morning.
No Youth Fellowship that evening.
November 19 will be when the group decorates the Angel Tree.
Kudos to our Youth Sunday School Class! They (with help from
generous members of the congregation) assembled 28 Hygiene Kits that
have been sent to Church World Service. This is in addition to the kits we
sent earlier (26 in all) from our workshop in August. With the hurricanes
and earthquakes, our kits are very much needed and appreciated.

Youth Parents: We need a host home for our
Christmas Party. Sunday December 10, 5-7pm.
Everyone will bring food to share and we’ll also do a fun
gift exchange (no more than $15 value). See Leslee
Kirkconnell. (And if someone else in the congregation
wishes to host the youth for a fun Christmas Party –
see Leslee Kirkconnell!)
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Financial Report
Financial Summary

Budget
Actual

Year to Date September
2017
500000
450000

471,105

467,345
410,043

409,529

400000
350000
300000

250000
200000
150000
100000
50000
0

Receipts

Expenses

Our church elders: Pam Bratcher, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Fred Higgins,
Brad Howard, Nancy English, Bobby Rabold, Wanda Rosdeutscher, Diane Simmons, Margaret Stein, Larry
Warden, Denny Wedge. Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Rider Allen, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae,
Shannon Dyche, Kim Ferguson, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Larry Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Wayne Hendrix,
Frederica Kernohan, Nathan Love, Marilyn Mattingly, Donna Meredith, Charlotte Prow, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse,
Ann Rudolph, Janet Schwarzkopf, Diane Simmons, Debbie Trickey, and Judy Whitson.
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Missions
Our fourth season with Room in the Inn begins on
Thursday, November 16th. This is an opportunity to
help those members of our community that are facing
the possibility of a winter without proper shelter. We
have committed every Thursday through March 15th,
2018 to providing a healthy supper, good fellowship,
a place to sleep, and a hearty breakfast on Friday
morning for up to 15 of these friends.

Volunteers are needed to help cook, set up, entertain, stay overnight, and clean
up. This is a wonderful way to express our Christian love to an often overlooked segment of our community. Sign up sheets and associated information are on a table at
the 10th Street entrance. Call David Coverdale (270)784-9392 or Rider Allen (270)
938-5327 with any questions.

LOOKING TOWARD CHRISTMAS— OUR ANGEL TREE
Our Angel Tree for McNeill Elementary families (and some Uspiritus
graduates) will be in our lobby after Sunday, November 19. Angels will
be available for adoption for Christmas gifts. Be sure to look for it and
consider adopting a family or student. The deadline for bringing in the
wrapped gifts will be Monday, December 11. Our deliveries will be
Saturday, December 20th. Time will be needed to organize and shop for
the food we also give to families. Call or email Leslee Kirkconnell if you
have questions.
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Presbyterian Women
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November Birthdays
November 1
Sharon Hendrix
Curtiss Long
November 3
Gary Hanks
Taliaferro Wiatt
November 4
Trudy Burkeen
November 5
William Rabold, Jr.
November 6
Hayward Beliles
Stuart Kernohan
November 7
Claire Duren
November 10
Brad Thomison
November 11
Hunter Murphy
November 12
Lloyd Ferguson
Ron Shrewsbury
November 13
Denny Wedge
Julie Wedge
November 14
Lola Baker
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November 15
Carter Clemons
November 17
Grant Clemons
November 18
Emily Kessler
Sarah Kessler
Peg Truman
November 20
David Muffett
November 21
Mike Cobb
November 22
David Coverdale
Sarah Jackson
Cindy Tanner
November 23
Sandy Franklin
Rob Hale
November 24
Bob Bueker
Paul Clark

November 25
Jean Harris
Charles Reid
George Watson
November 26
Norma Johnson
David Stites
Joe Ward
November 27
Basil Jones
November 28
Miguel Castro
Robert Haynes
November 29
Susan Daniel
November 30
Trevor Webb
David Yusk

November Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

5

Time Change
8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Childrens’
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Chili
Cook-off

6

7

8

10:00am Mon.
Morn. Educ.
11:00am
Circle 3

9:15am POPS
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting

9:15am Wed. Morn
Circle
10:00am Circle 6
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

12

13

14

15

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Childrens’
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
9:45am Sunday
Circle
10:30am Worship
5:30pm Youth Group

10:00am Mon.
Morn. Educ.
11:30am
Circle 9

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting

5:30pm Uspiritus
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

9

Fri

Sat

3

4

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

Saturday
Meals

10

11

10:30am
Morning
Prayer
6:00pm
Gordoneers
Camp Loucon
Youth Retreat

7:00pm Deacons

16

17

18

10:30am
Morning
Prayer
6:00pm
Room in the Inn
1st hosting
night

7:00pm
Evening Circle
7:00pm
Camera Club
Presbytery mtg.

19

20

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Childrens’
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
5:30pm Youth Group

26
8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Childrens’
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
3:00pm Advent
Workshop
5:30pm Youth Group

27

21

23

24

11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
2:00pm Staff
Meeting

22

12:00pm
Thanksgiving
Dinner
Office Closed

Office Closed

6:00pm Chairs
mtg.
7:00pm Session

6:00pm Room
in the Inn

28

29

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting

5:30pm Advent
Dinner
6:15pm Worship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir
Church is
decorated

25

30

6:00pm Room
in the Inn
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The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
November 15 is the deadline for the December 2017
newsletter. Please send your information to the church
office at info@bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270) 843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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Pastor
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Wayne Pope
Choir Director
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Financial Administrator
Steve Moore
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Secretary
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