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Nowadays, people feel free to talk about anything. Anything except their
money, that is. The question is asked, “Is nothing sacred?” And the answer
might be, “Yes, personal finances are sacred!” We treat our conversations
about money with great care.
The church needs your money. The church doesn’t want it all, but
enough that what you earn, and what you plan, and how you think about
your livelihood admits God to the discussion. Our finances are important to
us. It is appropriate to elevate our practice of the faith to the same
importance.
Giving to the church can take many forms. Your annual commitment
(whether or not you make a “pledge”) should be enough that you feel its
demand. Our devotion requires our best thought and our best effort. Your
annual commitment to the church is at least a partial measurement of that
devotion. The children also pass baskets in worship for a “Buck in the
Basket” offering. This is a smaller amount, a way of checking in each week,
and saying “I’m here, and my practice of faith is constant, day-to-day, and
week-to-week.
One way that people of ordinary means can make a substantial gift
to the church is through the donation of “accumulated resources.” If
you receive a windfall, through an inheritance or the sale of property,
you can include the church by making a gift of some percentage portion
of that money. Similarly, you will want to include the church in your will.
This is as simple as adding a single sentence to your will: “I bequeath the
following _______ to The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green.”
There are other ways of making bequests. Some people have named
the church as a beneficiary in a life insurance policy. There is also the
possibility of establishing a trust to meet your expenses during your lifetime,
with a gift to be made to the church later.
When someone sells real estate, or stocks, or artwork, or some other
item that has appreciated in value during the time they have held it, there
can be substantial capital gains taxes to pay. You will avoid those taxes by
giving the asset to the church. If you are not dependent on these accumulated resources, this may be a way of fulfilling your commitments.
Pray about these things. Talk to your financial advisor, then pray a little
more. Personal finances are sacred. And that’s a good thing.
Know you are loved. And there’s no price tag on that. T
Matthew
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Christian Education
Sunday September 10, beginning with Breakfast by Blakey! Come enjoy delicious food
(by donation) and warm fellowship, beginning around 9am. Our active Ministries and Committees
will have displays of what they do, with invitations to join them. We will have a fun fellowship activity, meet teachers, hear about opportunities and more. Don’t miss the fun!
Have You Been Re-Minded Yet? If you have not joined (or were added) to our Remind texting service,
please do so! It’s simple: send this message @a2d4fe to 81010. Or, you can text @a2d4fe to 845-687-3044.
Remind is a quick way for us to send short texts about upcoming events. We will not be sending regular
announcements this way, only reminders or information of importance (IE perhaps we’ve had a snow storm
and decided not to hold worship). Questions? Contact Leslee Kirkconnell at leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org .
3-Cents-a-Meal Collection on July 30 brought in $503.44. That means $167.81 will help fund
our Food Pantry. Even with your can and non perishable donations, we do shop for needed items
regularly! Thank you for your generosity – every single penny does make a difference. The next
collection in worship will be Sunday October 29.
SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS ITS FALL SCHEDULE on September 17. Children have two
classes: our Preschool class, for those age 3 & 4 (not yet in Kindergarten) and our Kindergarten through 5th
grade. Youth meet together in the Youth Lounge. Adults have three options: Ellis Class, meeting in room 201,
they will use The Present Word Bible Study (Uniform Lesson Series) for the fall; Coffee and Conversation meeting in room 203, reading and discussing Searching for Happiness by Martin Thielen, and the Christian Thought
Class, meeting in the Conference Room. Christian Thought will be reading and studying the book Witness
Without Parallel - Eight Biblical Texts that Make Us Presbyterian, by Earl S. Johnson. Dr. W. Glenn Kirkconnell
will be leading the discussion. Materials for all adult classes will be available for purchase soon, and definitely at
Rally Day.

OUR FINAL SUMMER ALL-TOGETHER will be Sunday September 3. We will wrap up our time and
assemble our hygiene kits. Breakfast items are needed – click here to see what’s desired. Or call or email
Leslee Kirkconnell. Many, many thanks to all who have contributed over the summer. We enjoy great and
delicious fellowship while learning more about God!
IT’S COMING BACK! Sunday November 5, immediately following worship in
Fellowship Hall. Dust off those recipes and let’s see who is crowned Chili Champion
this fall! This will be a MONTREAT fundraiser, so we will be needing our fabulous
chili chefs to whip up a batch of their best chili and bring it for your consideration. A
special Perfect Potluck sign up will be available this month. We’ll need various items,
including baked goods for the bake sale. Watch for a special email announcement.
MONTREAT IN THE FALL! There’s still a couple spots for any who would like to escape to Montreat for
a week of fun, fellowship and relaxation! We leave Sunday October 1 and return on the 7th. Some are attending
Fall Craft Week, others coming to enjoy the beauty of the mountains in early fall. We’ll play, do some fun tourist
things and relax. See Leslee Kirkconnell for details, however she must know you wish to join the group by
September 15.
OUR CHILDREN are welcome at the Lord’s Table. And parents have the privilege
and responsibility to prepare their children for the sacrament of Communion. To help
with this, we are having a Communion Workshop on Saturday September 9, 11:30am2:00pm in Fellowship Hall. All children in Kindergarten through Middle School, along
with a parent, are invited. We will enjoy lunch fellowship, explore scripture, make
communion bread and more.
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LET US HELP YOU! Growing in faith is an everyday process – not just Sundays or holidays. Parents especially are the primary faith educators for their children, but sometimes feel they aren’t equipped. So, here are
some great resources for parents of young families, of teens, and even something for adults/couples. You can
find great resources at www.vibrantfaithathome.org.
Since talking about faith doesn’t always come easily, here is an activity to help families
learn to do it more easily and naturally: http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/
sundae-school Who wouldn’t want to talk about faith while sharing something
yummy like ice cream?
School is back in session and with it all the various issues that accompany it.
Families with older children and teens will find some help in talking in helpful ways
about issues that crop up. http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/school-dazed
Maintaining a long-term relationship can be a challenge, but couples who spend time
talking about something significant have an advantage. This link can help you set aside some time (15 minutes)
to do just that. May this help your relationship with God and each other grow deeper!
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/the-pause-that-refreshes
MONDAY MORNING EDUCATION CLASS returns October 9. 10:00am in the Conference Room.
We are working on our schedule at this time, but plan to join us for great talks by some of our own authors.
COVENANT BIBLE STUDY: This new adult study option, begins Monday September
11, 7:00pm. A collaborative effort of Presbyterians and United Methodists, Covenant Bible
Study is an in-depth study in which participants read and discuss the Bible together, learning to love God and each other better. This fall we will offer the Creating segment, 8 weeks
with the primary class on Monday evenings, with an abbreviated ‘make-up’ on Sunday
mornings (9:00am-10:00am). The Rev. Matthew Covington will lead. There is a participant
guide ($15) needed for the class. Attendees also need a good study Bible (NRSV, NIV,
CEB – see Leslee if you have questions about that). This is a DVD and discussion class. God’s covenant with
us represents a relationship – a living, breathing conversation – and you are invited to join in! Contact Leslee
Kirkconnell to sign up.
September 9 – COMMUNION WORKSHOP for Kindergarten-Middle School
September 10 – RALLY DAY! Breakfast and Program, Fellowship Hall
September 11 – Begin Covenant Bible Study (7:00pm)
September 17 – Resume weekly schedule of classes, 9:30am
September 24 – Habitat Luncheon/Fundraiser – watch for details!
October 1 – 7 Fall Craft Week/Relaxathon in Montreat
October 28 (tentative) Downtown Halloween Outreach
October 29 – Fall Festival and Blessing of the Pets (4:30-6:00pm)
November 5 – Chili Cook Off
HELP US BE FRIENDLY NEIGHBORS! We are planning an easy outreach project during the Downtown
Halloween Festivities, usually happening the Saturday prior to Halloween. We plan to give out bags of candy
with church information and invitation to those who walk past our building on their way to Fountain Square Park.
We need bags of individually wrapped candy – nut free preferably- to make our bags. Please drop off
your bag in the office by October 20. If you’d like to be present to greet folks and hand out candy, contact Leslee
Kirkconnell.
PARENTS OF PRESCHOOLERS begins again! Tuesday September 5 and Wednesday
September 6. 9:15am in the Nursery. We gather for some light refreshments and warm fellowship for parents who are dropping off their children for preschool. But we aren’t limited to
just parents in the Preschool. Any parent of preschool age children are welcome to join us!
This becomes a great way to support one another in the journey of parenthood, especially
dealing with sometimes confusing or difficult preschool age children! We end by 10:00am.
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Church and Community
REGARDING SEERSUCKER SUNDAY: Attention good friends: I'd like to send out a HUGE
THANK YOU to the good person or persons who went out and bought me a Seersucker sports
coat so I could be a true part of Seersucker Sunday. What an awesome gesture of God's love
you have made, and let me pass along the most sincere of compliments, the 'ultimate'
compliment; 'Your action has brought forth thanksgiving from me to God, for your good
deed'. Thank you, thank you, thank you and many blessings in return. --Rider W. Allen
SAVE THE DATE—September 24th!!! The Mission Committee will be
hosting the now infamous DESSERT AUCTION AND LUNCH after
Church on September 24th to benefit Habitat for Humanity. Herb
Simmon's Bird Houses will be available for silent auction. We are also
looking for some other talented artists to donate a painting or photo for
the live Auction. Bakers- we need your works of art, too. Questions or to
donate, please contact Debbie Trickey at dtrickey_123@yahoo.com
ART EXHIBIT The Fellowship Hall gallery currently features In the Making: Works from
Platetone Printmaking, Paper and Book Arts – stop by and see the current show! This show
will be up until October 12th.
GORDONEERS Stay tuned for information on the first Fall meeting of Gordoneers. If the hosting can be arranged, the group will
meet in September. Watch for a future announcement coming soon
about the time and place of the first gathering!
THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Monday, September 4th
in observance of Labor Day.
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THE PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS season
occurs each year during September, culminating in
collection of the offering on World Communion
Sunday (October 1). A gift to the Peace & Global
Witness Offering enables the church to promote the
Peace of Christ by addressing systems of Injustice
across the world. We keep 25% of this Offering to
connect with the global witness of Christ's peace.
The Presbytery keeps 25% for ministries of peace
and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by
the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for
peace and justice in cultures of violence, including
our own, through collaborative projects of education
and Christian witness. Envelopes will be available
or you may simply mark your check ‘Peace and
Global Witness Offering.’ Thank you for your
generous support!

(The following is an excerpt from Union Presbyterian Seminary’s website and
an interview with Katie Thomison): www.upsem.edu/news
6 things about Katie Thomison’s summer break-During the summer months, our students work, intern, or study in a variety of settings, often earning course credit and learning what it means to be the Church in the World. Some stay near campus, while others move away for a few months. On the blog this summer, we are featuring some of
our students and the work they’re doing. This week we feature M.Div. student Katie Thomison.
--By M.A.C.E. / M.Div. student Rosy Robson

Rosy Robson: Where are you and what are you doing this summer?
Katie Thomison: This summer I am one of three interns at The Center in Baltimore, Maryland. The
Center seeks partnerships with local congregations involved in their neighborhoods. Groups of all
types (youth groups, women’s retreats, college groups) who stay with us are plugged into these
local neighborhood ministries. The focus of the visiting groups is not to help, or do for, but to focus
on creating authentic relationships across boundaries. I help facilitate the groups’ experiences in
Baltimore neighborhoods. Our hope is that groups will implement the relational ministry they
experienced in Baltimore to their own contexts and become engaged with and listen to their own
neighborhoods.
RR: How does this summer’s job/activity/study fit into your larger education at Union?
KT: I came to Union to “be the church in the world” and that includes parts of the world that seem
maybe uncomfortable to the privileged. I am learning how congregations can listen to their local
neighborhoods and engage in sustainable ways rather than assuming what is needed and quickly
“fixing” what we view as a problem.
RR: Why is this job/activity/study important for the future of the church?
KT: My work at The Center has brought to reality my hopes for the future of the church. In such
a divisive time in our nation, creating relationships across boundaries is healing and hopeful. It’s
also risky and messy and it takes a long time to build trust. I believe that persistence in listening to
our neighbors no matter their race, class, and gender is how we get closer to doing God’s mission.
Therefore, the church should be a transforming agent alongside God’s work already present
in communities. Me and visiting groups to The Center have felt this happen through crossing
boundaries to learn what is happening in our neighbors’ lives.
RR: What exciting insights or learnings have you gained so far?
One exciting insight that has already shaped my call to ministry is my experience of the varied
examples of how churches choose to be involved in both mission and policy. I have always thought
I would be better suited to work in a non-parish setting in community organizing. I am slowly
realizing that working in a parish setting doesn’t necessarily mean giving up my passion for social
change. In fact, I’m witnessing firsthand how churches can be active agents of change by
discerning how the Holy Spirit is already operating in ALL neighborhoods.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
To Cindy Tanner on the death of her brother-in-law Ronald Lee
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The Peggy Pack Memorial Concert Series presents
Abie White, soprano, in Recital
September 17, 2017 at 6:00pm in the BGPC Sanctuary
Abie White, former Collegiate Ensemble member and WKU graduate, will return to Bowling
Green Presbyterian Church to present a recital of classical vocal delights.
As a student of Dr. Wayne Pope, White, while at WKU, performed
leading roles in The Marriage of Figaro with WKU Opera and The
Gondoliers with the Lyric Opera of Utah. She was awarded the David
Gibson Scholarship for Vocal Excellence, was recognized as Performer of the Semester in Voice and was a finalist in the Kentucky NATS
Student Competition. She is currently pursuing the Master of Music in
Voice Performance at Loyola University, New Orleans where she studies with renowned artist/teacher Luretta Bybee. She continues to be
active in opera and in the Chancel Choir at the historic Trinity Episcopal Church.
Known for her high, agile voice, Ms. White will base her program
around famous Mozart arias. Bowling Green keyboard artist Kenneth
Stein will collaborate as pianist. The recital will be held on September
17 at 6pm in our sanctuary. It is free and open to the public.

Financial Report
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Youth Ministry
Sunday Evening Fellowship meets each week (unless noted).
We are changing our schedule to allow our middle school and high school
groups to have separate meeting times (some Sundays we’ll combine,
but most weeks we’ll be separate). Middle School (6-8th) come at 5:30 for
Fellowship. At 6:15 we will all gather for dinner and recreation. At 6:45pm
High school will have their fellowship time.
If you have not signed up for the BG Pres Youth remind, please do so!
Just send @3375 to 81010. If you have difficulty, try texting @3375 to
845-687-3044. Questions? Email or see Leslee Kirkconnell.

DINNERS NEEDED for Sunday evening fellowship.
Visit this website: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-fall1
to see the special sign-up genius, and choose a convenient date.
We LOVE all members of our church to provide a meal, so help us have
a delicious start to one of our Sundays!
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP will not meet on September 3, Labor Day weekend. Enjoy a weekend with
your family at the ‘official’ end of summer! We’ll gather again on the 10 th.
MONTREAT ALREADY? Not quite, but planning always starts many months ahead. We are
planning to attend our same week 4, July 14-21. The cost will be $500. We will hold three fundraisers
between now and early May. For each fundraiser, a $50 discount is available for those who plan to attend Montreat. Your final cost would then be $350 (if one works all three fundraisers). Some scholarship aid will be available, but will not exceed $150. So, be thinking about how to raise the additional
funds. A $100 deposit is due by January 15, 2018. The conference is for all youth rising to 9 th through
college students, who participate in work crew.
UPCOMING DATES TO NOTE NOW:
Sunday October 1: NO Fellowship (Fall Break)
Sunday October 8: Game Night for Youth (5:30-7:30 all together)
Sunday October 29: Fall Festival and Blessing of the Pets.
4:30-6:00pm. Youth should be at the church by
4:00pm. We will be finished at 6:30pm following
clean up and dinner.
November 5: Montreat Fundraiser Luncheon – Chili Cook Off!
11:30am following worship. NO evening fellowship.
November 10-12: Presbytery Retreat to Camp Loucon.
Stay tuned for details.
For all 6th-12th graders.
November 19: Begin Angel Tree Ministry
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Session Report
The Session met for its regular meeting on August 15, 2017 in the Church conference room.
These items highlighted the meeting.
Matthew Covington opened the meeting with prayer and presented the devotion. Following, on proper motion and with appropriate amendments, the minutes of the last regular
meeting were approved and the minutes of the special called meeting of the Session of
August 8, as well. The regular business agenda was then taken up.
There were several Staff and Ministry reports. Leslie Kirkconnell commented on the
upcoming events, namely the Civility Workshop and the Montreat Conference. Christian
Education moved for approval of their proposed job description for a full time Director of
Youth, Family, and Collegiate Ministry and that a search begin for such a person. The
Motion was amended requiring the costs be made up of the Twenty Five Thousand dollars in
this year’s budget for a part time person with the remainder being made up of 2 year
commitments by interested individuals and not by Church budget funds. The amended
motion passed. The Fellowship Ministry advised that this year’s “Pig Pickin” was a great
success and indeed it was. The Finance Ministry reported that the budgeted receipts were
substantially below expectations. Further the ministry recommended that the proposed gift
of the 10 acres of farm property in Halfway, KY not be accepted due to the unknown costs of
the conditions required in the gift and the belief that the Presbytery should have charge of
the conditions for church expansion. The Session, however, felt that it should wait until
hearing from the Presbytery before definitive action is taken.

There will be a Congregational meeting on August 27 following worship services in order to
advise of the status of the budget; the proposal on a Director of Youth, Family, and
Collegiate Ministry; and the status of the proposed gift of property in Halfway, KY.
Finally, the congregation is urged to bring any cares or concerns to any Deacon,
Elder or member of the Pastoral Care Committee, as well as to Matthew,
whose door is open.
Business having been completed, the Session meeting was adjourned
with prayer.
James D. Harris, Jr.

Clerk of Session

Our church elders: Pam Bratcher, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Fred Higgins,
Brad Howard, Nancy English, Bobby Rabold, Wanda Rosdeutscher, Diane Simmons, Margaret Stein, Larry
Warden, Denny Wedge. Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Shannon Dyche, Kim Ferguson, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Larry Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Wayne Hendrix, Frederica
Kernohan, Nathan Love, Marilyn Mattingly, Donna Meredith, Charlotte Prow, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse, Ann
Rudolph, Janet Schwarzkopf, Diane Simmons, Debbie Trickey, and Judy Whitson.
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Presbyterian Women

Page 9

September Birthdays
September 1
Catherine Holderfield
September 2
Jan Albert
Doug Humphrey
Russell Moore
Faye Patton
September 3
Bailey Jordan
September 4
Miriam Reber
Linda Skaggs
September 7
Lawrence Finley
Elizabeth Nade
September 8
John Atkerson
Ellis Johnston
September 10
Keith Carwell
September 11
Marge McLaren
September 12
Ryan Ballance
Erin Ellington
Jessica Jefferies
September 14
Charlie Capito
Aaron Carter
Steve Moore
Page 10

September 15
Ann Huskey
Kyda West
September 16
Bruce Barrick
Diana Bigler
Jean Carson
September 18
Elizabeth Cates
Mary Hills
Walker Johnston
September 19
Cheryl Gregory
Reid Small
September 20
Alex Gaither
Megan White
September 21
Susan Leachman
September 24
Sooky Bennett

September 25
Kathryn Bigler
Helen Bueker
Sarah Mayfield
September 26
Rachel Crocker
Ethan Elliott
Charles English, Sr.
September 27
Jackie Hanks
September 29
Reed Begley
Jane Coverdale
Timothy Small
September 30
Barbara Brindle
Cary Beth Bowen

September Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2

10:30am
Morning Prayer

3

4

5

6

8:30am Fellowship
Office Closed
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am All Together
Sunday School
10:30am Worship

9:15am POPS
9:15am POPS
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
5:00pm Youth
Meeting
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
7:00pm Deacons Choir

10

7

Rally Day
9:00am Breakfast
9:30am Sunday
School
9:45am Sunday
Circle
10:30am Worship
11:30am CE Min.
5:30pm Youth
Group

11

12

13

11:00am
Circle 3
11:30am
Circle

9:15am Wed
Morn Circle
10:00am Circle 6

7:00pm
Covenant
Bible Study

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Evening
Circle
7:00pm Camera
Club

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

5:30pm
Community
Ed canning
class

17

18

19

20

21

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
5:30pm Youth
Group
6:00pm Abie White
Recital

24

14

25

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
7:00pm
9:30am Sunday
Covenant
School
Bible Study
10:30am Worship
11:30am Missions
Fundraiser / Dessert
Auction
5:30pm Youth
Group

2:00pm Staff
Meeting
6:00pm Chairs
mtg.
7:00pm Session

26

9

10:30am
Morning Prayer
6:00pm
Gordoneers
(tentative)

11:30am
Communion
Wkshp

15

16

10:30am
Morning Prayer

11:00am Special
Care
7:00pm
Covenant
Bible Study

8

22

23

10:30am
Morning Prayer
5:00pm Youth
4:30pm
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel Uspiritus/FH
Choir

27

28

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
5:00pm Youth
~5:00pm
Meeting
Fellowship
PLC Potluck
7:00pm Chancel
7:00pm Missions Choir

29

30

10:30am
Morning
Prayer
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The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
September 15 is the deadline for the October 2017
newsletter. Please send your information to the church
office at info@bgpres.org
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“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to Page
the glory
12 of God.”
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