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On August 21st, we will experience a solar eclipse. Those who are
watching from Bowling Green will see the Moon begin to block out the
Sun at 11:58 AM. The eclipse will be at its maximum level from 1:27 PM
until 1:28 PM and will conclude entirely by 2:53PM. It should be quite a
spectacle.
There is no full explanation for the vast explosion of energy that
created the universe. It requires both scientists and theologians to fill in
the gaps of what we can know. Science and theology meet at the point
of asking, “What happened when all things were made?” Looking up at
the sky is an act of faith in something; some cause; some power; some
reason for a beginning.
The Bible clearly identifies God as the creator of all things. Biblically,
the expanse of sky, and the beauty and variety of the sun, moon, and
stars is a testament to God’s power and goodness. Psalm 19 says, “The
heavens are telling the glory of God…” The Apostle Paul says that we
are “without excuse” for believing in God. (Romans 1:20)
I hope that the solar eclipse will be a high spiritual experience. As the
light of the Sun begins to disappear, we may become especially aware
of our need for God. In the minute of complete darkness, we may feel
helpless. I am told that the birds will return to their nests and roosts, as if
it was night. We may find ourselves feeling disorientation too. And if the
loss of the light is disorienting for us, think how much more restored and
blessed we will feel when the light of the Sun begins to return!
Jesus told his disciples that the coming fulfillment of God’s kingdom
would be marked by, “signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars.” Jesus
said, “when you see these things… your redemption is drawing
near.” (Luke 24:25-28) I don’t suppose we’ll experience judgment day on
August 21. But we might take a moment to think about how needy we
are, and how dependent on God we are. For a scant few minutes, we
will be as “people who walk in darkness,” waiting to see “a great
light.” (Isaiah 9:2)
I hope that you can make much of the fabulous astronomical event
that’s coming. It will be a strange, exciting event in nature. But it may
also allow you to bear witness to the One who, by law “enforces the
stars in their courses and the sun in its orbit [to} obediently
shine!” (Hymn #37, Let All Life Now Living, verse 2)
Just know you are loved.
Matthew
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Christian Education
Summer Learning Continues! Join us each Sunday until September 3 (NOT August 13) in Fellowship Hall for our intergenerational Sunday School. Coffee is available around 8:30am with light breakfast
beginning around 9:15am. We begin our activities around 9:30 and conclude by 10:15 so we can move to
worship together. Each week we are mixing it up (literally) and having fun as we explore scripture and
more together. Join us!
Help Provide Breakfast! Sunday mornings we enjoy a variety of goodies
thanks to the generosity of several folks. Please help by signing up to bring
one or two items. We have a special on-line Sign Up Genius –
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-summer If you don’t
have good web access, call or see Leslee Kirkconnell and let her know what
you’d like to bring and she’ll note it. That way we ensure a good variety with little duplication.
Mission Project! During our August 27-September 3 Sunday School, we will be working on a mission
project together. We are collecting items for Church World Service Hygiene Kits, which we’ll assemble
on September 3. We need: Hand towels (15x28 to 16x32) no bath, fingertip, dish or
micro-fiber towels! Washcloths, wide tooth combs, finger or toe nail clippers,
bath-size soap (in wrapper), toothbrush (individual in wrapper – please no multipack).
We’ll have a basket for donations and during class on September 3 we will put together
the kits for shipment. We also need donations for processing the kits - $2 for each kit.
We don’t know how many kits we will make – but are hoping to pack 50 – and if you’d
like to donate for the processing, please give to Leslee Kirkconnell directly. And if you
aren’t able to shop, we’ll accept donations to purchase items needed as well. These
kits are distributed by Church World Service when and where there is a need.
Learn more here: http://cwskits.org/assemble-kits/hygiene-kits/
Next month! Rally Day is Sunday September 10! We will gather in Fellowship Hall
for a delicious breakfast cooked by Blakey Hayes (donations) beginning shortly before
9:00am. Our program will begin 9:30am and conclude by 10:00am so individuals can
visit classrooms, talk with teachers and more. We will also have displays from our various Committees and ministries with opportunities to sign up to help where you may feel
called. More details, but please note on your calendars to join us!
Children’s Chimes and Choir will resume on Sunday August 20, 9:00am upstairs in the Bell Room
(directly across from the elevator). Children up to 6 th grade are invited to join us. We have special plans
for this year and will need YOU at rehearsals.
Decisions, decisions! The Ellis and Coffee and Conversation Classes are deciding what they
would like to study beginning in September. There is a display available in Fellowship Hall with a number
of items for consideration. If you are a member of one of these classes, please feel free to stop by and
look at the display. Please do not take anything out of Fellowship Hall. However, if you would like to
spend more time with an item at home, speak with Leslee Kirkconnell, and it will be duly noted. Otherwise our books (some of which belong to individuals) may go missing, so thanks for your help with this.
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We have a wonderful opportunity coming soon. On Saturday August 26, we are
hosting a Civility Training Workshop, from 8:30-3:00pm. Led by the Institute for Civility
in Government, this is not a religiously-based workshop, but a workshop in learning
effective communication with those with whom we might (significantly) disagree.
The cost is $25 and pre-registration is required (we will not be able to guarantee space
for walk-in registrations that morning!). Forms are available in the office or by visiting
the site below. Child care available for children up to 8 years.
http://storage.cloversites.com/thepresbyterianchurch/documents/civilityreg_3.pdf
School begins again soon! On Sunday August 20 during worship, we will hold a special Blessing
for New Beginnings for all children, youth and college students. At an appointed time during our
service we will have a time of blessing for all who will be returning to school.
Each month we observe The Lord’s Supper during worship. All who love
Jesus and want to follow him are invited, of any age. On Saturday September 9,
we will have a special Communion Workshop for children and youth (with a parent)
from Kindergarten through middle school. We will explore scripture, play some
games, bake communion bread and learn more about this important Sacrament.
A parent must accompany their child! We will gather at 11:30am, enjoy some lunch
fellowship and be finished by 2:00pm. Questions? See or email Leslee Kirkconnell
(at leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org).
Monday Morning Class Returns this October (October 9-November 13, 10:00am) Our speakers will
be fine Presbyterians who also happen to be authors. Our schedule is in process, but stay tuned and plan
to join us for this informal, yet informative class.
Covenant Bible Study begins this fall! We are offering a new adult study
option, beginning Monday September 11, 7:00pm. A collaborative effort of
Presbyterians and United Methodists, Covenant Bible Study is an in-depth study
in which participants read and discuss the Bible together, learning to love God
and each other better. This fall we will offer the Creating segment, 8 weeks with
the primary class on Monday evenings, with an abbreviated ‘make-up’ on Sunday
mornings (9:00am-10:00am). The Rev. Matthew Covington will lead. There is a
participant guide ($15) needed for the class. Attendees also need a good study Bible (NRSV, NIV, CEB
– see Leslee if you have questions about that). This is a DVD and discussion class. God’s covenant with
us represents a relationship – a living, breathing conversation – and you are invited to join in! Contact
Leslee Kirkconnell (leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org) to sign up.

–

Growing Together Away from Church: the life of faith is not confined to
Sunday morning – it’s an every-hour-of-every-day life. Here are some good
resources to help you in those times you aren’t in church. While some of these
are for families with different ages, they can really be done by anyone
family, couple or individual!

We encounter strangers often and sometimes we aren’t sure how to respond. Here is an activity
for you and your teens to consider how Jesus handled these challenges.
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/finding-faith-in-the-stranger
It’s almost time for school to start – make starting your day with God as a family a priority:
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/back-to-school-breakfast-devotions
Keep asking – sometimes it seems our prayers go unheard and unanswered. Here’s an activity
to help you continue to pray, even when it seems you aren’t heard.
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/ask-and-ask-again
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Church and Community
Mark Your Calendars Now!
Sunday August 13 – PIG PICKIN’ at Beard Pavilion (NO activities at the church)
Sunday August 20 – Resume Children’s Chimes and Choir, 9:00am
Sunday August 20 – Blessing of the Backpacks in worship
Sunday August 20 – September 3 – Summer Sunday School final weeks with
Mission project
September 9 – COMMUNION WORKSHOP for Kindergarten-Middle School
September 10 – RALLY DAY! Breakfast and Program, Fellowship Hall
September 11 – Begin Covenant Bible Study (7:00pm)
September 17 – Resume weekly schedule of classes, 9:30am
September 24 – Habitat Luncheon/Fundraiser – watch for details!
October 1 – 7 Fall Craft Week/Relaxathon in Montreat
October 22 – Chili Cook Off (Montreat Youth Conference
Fundraiser)
SATURDAY MEALS will be August 5th. We will need volunteers for delivery, preparation and to
pick up bread from Panera's the Wednesday, Thursday and Friday nights before. If anyone can help
they should contact Debbie Trickey by e-mail or phone. (dtrickey_123@yahoo.com / 270-893-3399)
ART EXHIBIT Our current exhibit featuring the artists of Gayle Levee's studio - including our own
Diane Simmons, will continue to be on diplay until August 6th Stop by Fellowship Hall to see the show
before it closes!
THE NEWEST PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN DIRECTORY will be printed in August. All of the new circle
moderators will please send the updated directory information to Cheryl my mid-August at the latest.
She will be printing it around that time to get everything finished up prior to a late-summer vacation.

SEERSUCKER SUNDAY will be celebrated on Sunday, August 27th.
On this Sunday before the end of summer, we all wear our seersucker to
church one last time before Fall! Join the fun and come for the group
picture!
For the SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER—September’s newsletter is
going to be prepared and printed earlier than usual due to Cheryl being
away at the end of August. Please be sure to turn in any info for that
issue by the regular deadline of August 15!
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A Reflection on the Montreat Worship and Music Conference:
For years I have attended the conference the last week of June. Always, I gain impetus to return to Bowling Green inspired to serve this congregation. This year’s theme “Then Sings My Soul” was illustrated in
the daily services, in the banners hanging in Anderson Auditorium, in the Bible study and in the choral
music. Indeed, inspiration again filled hearts of those 800 men, women and children who were enrolled.
Can you imagine all those gathered to sing the hymns of the services? Well, the sound was glorious.
Some 300 were in the daily adult choir rehearsals, and the conductor was fully inspirational, not only in
musical direction but also in spiritual focus for interpretation of
a composition. How grateful I am that the church budget
supports my travel and attendance at the Presbyterian Association of Musicians-sponsored conference. It was nice to have
Matthew Covington, Diane Simmons, and Franklinite Donna
Houston also in attendance. – Tom Moody

...And a Side-note About Montreat
Mike Morse, husband of Debbie and son-in-law of Jane Anderson, has an important position of directing improvements on
the campus of Montreat. One visible mark of his recent direction is a whole system of windows for Anderson Auditorium. In the circular areas on either side of the
center stage, are installed massive windows, no longer curtain-adorned, which simply glisten in the light
of day. The outside glories of Nature’s green, leafy trees are fully visible to the ones gathered inside.
What a joy! Now who helped pay for this improvement? Why, it was none other than The Presbyterian
Church of Bowling Green through the annual budget. There is a banner in the lobby of Assembly Inn
where our church is recognized for benevolent giving. Thank you!

Exhibit Opening and Gallery Hop Reception • August 4th, 5 - 8pm
In the Making: Works from Platetone Printmaking, Paper and Book Arts
Megan Kelley and friends from P latetone will demonstrate print making at
the exhibit opening and invite visitors to participate. All materials will be
provided. C ome view the exhibit AND try your hand at print making!
Platetone Printmaking, Paper and Book Arts is a nonprofit community s tudio in Nas hville, Tennes s ee.
We work to ins pire and interact with our community by providing acces s ible s tudio s pace and
equipment; s pons oring events that s howcas e book, paper arts , and printmaking; s erving as a local
ins titution for thes e media; and providing educational opportunities for all ages . We believe art
s hould be acces s ible to everyone, and that s mall groups of like -minds can ins pire and enrich the
community. http://www.platetone.org

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
To Tom Moody for the death of church-dog Dottie
To Jim Skaggs for the death of his aunt Margaret Epps
To Cheryl Gregory for the death of her step-mother Peggy Shaffer
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Sharing Our Love of Mom Through Service
by Cathy Haynes
“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”
- 1 Peter 4:10

Greetings Friends. It’s been over a year since my mom, Martha Haynes, left us. Every day
something reminds me of her and makes me smile, laugh, ponder, or shed a tear or two. My family
and I find solace in knowing she fought to the end while finding peace with anticipating, understanding, and embracing the gift of everlasting love. The Lord, through the Apostle Paul, explicitly
says to us, “You do not grieve as those without hope.”
Since Mom’s passing, our family has struggled with how to appropriately honor her life and
express our love for her while ensuring her memory lives on. As many of you know, Mom was
involved with many philanthropic endeavors. She loved serving others in her congregation as well
as those in other churches – and those in no church at all. My siblings and I learned from her
words and deeds the importance of service. She served because Christ first served her. Like
Christ, she took no credit for her service. She taught us that there is remarkable joy in discovering
how one’s life can hold more meaning through a personal connection with God demonstrated by
serving others in the name of Christ. So ultimately my family knew the most significant way to
honor and continue Mom’s legacy is through acts of service.
To that end, my family has recently established the “Martha Haynes Endowment Fund for Living
Waters of the World.” Of all the non-profit organizations Mom was involved it, she repeatedly told
us that her work with Living Waters of the World (LWW) was what she was most proud because
she felt she was of the most service to their mission. Therefore, creating this fund to benefit LWW
was ultimately an easy decision for our family.
As many of you know, LWW is a program of the Synod of Living Waters, Presbyterian Church
(USA). LWW provides sustainable clean water to communities in need. My husband, Bo Platt,
and I recently attended five days of LWW training in California. Our objective is to ultimately
become part of your (and Mom’s!) team at The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green. More
details to follow about that and the endowment fund in the months to come. But for now, suffice it
to say Bo and I were completely transformed by the five-day experience. Water has changed us!
We felt Mom’s presence throughout our stay while gaining a deeper appreciation and love for her service work. It was so inspiring to be around people
from all walks-of-life that share a high-level of
commitment to working
together to make our world a better place for all god's people – “… on earth
as it is in heaven.”
Jesus called all his disciples together and said, “whoever would be great
among you must be your servant,” Then he added, “For even the Son of
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many” (Mark 10:45). Our Mom, Martha Haynes, was a humble servant.
She did the best with what she had. We, in turn, her children, strive to do
the same.

Editor's Note: A Generous Gift from the Family of Martha Haynes Will Allow Us to Place a
Living Waters for the World Clean Water System as a Memorial to Her Life,
Her Commitments, and Her Role in Beginning the Living Waters Ministry.
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The Placement of the System Will Occur as Soon as Possible.

Youth Ministry
Summer is flying by! We’re getting ready to kick off another great year
of Youth Ministry. Sunday August 20, 6:00pm we gather at the home of
Larry Warden for a pool party/cookout. All 6th-12th grade students (and their
friends) are welcome. Please let Leslee know by August 16 that you will be
attending so adequate food is available!
As we get ready to start our year, we are having a Youth/Parent Meeting on
Sunday August 27, 6:00pm in Fellowship Hall. This is a potluck dinner
and we need ALL YOUTH AND THEIR PARENTS to attend (siblings are
also welcome!). We will enjoy dinner, some fun and then go over the
upcoming year’s events. Please bring a dish to share (dessert and drinks
provided).
Regular Youth Fellowship resumes Sunday September 10, 6:00pm.
We again seek your help in filling our bellies with good food! If you can
provide a dinner for our youth, please visit this site to sign up:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-fall1
We need a main dish, side or salad and dessert. We’ll have drinks here.
Cooks should have food here by 5:45pm on their Sunday to ensure it gets
set up by the time we start at 6:00pm. We love our cooks to share dinner
with us too! Questions? See Leslee Kirkconnell.

Pig Pickin

Pig Pickin’
2017
AUGUST 13 — 1061 GARVIN LANE — 10:00AM
Sunday August 13 we will gather at the Beard's pavilion for our annual Pig Pickin'
worship service and picnic luncheon, beginning at 10:00 a.m. The address is
1061 Garvin Lane. See the map above for directions. Please bring a side dish/
vegetable/salad (last names A-M) or a dessert (last names N-Z). It is easy and fun to
participate in this event. To volunteer to help with the events, call or email Bobby
Rabold (270-791-7404) bobbyrabold@twc.com or David Thomison (270-392-1818)
david.thomison@gmail.com . Join us!
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Financial Report

Our church elders: Pam Bratcher, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Fred Higgins,
Brad Howard, Julia Roberts, Nancy English, Bobby Rabold, Diane Simmons, Margaret Stein, Larry Warden,
Denny Wedge. Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Shannon Dyche, Kim
Ferguson, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Larry Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Wayne Hendrix, Frederica Kernohan,
Nathan Love, Marilyn Mattingly, Donna Meredith, Charlotte Prow, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse, Ann Rudolph,
Janet Schwarzkopf, Diane Simmons, Debbie Trickey, and Judy Whitson.

THE NEWEST PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN DIRECTORY will be printed in August. All
of the new circle moderators will please send the updated directory information to
Cheryl my mid-August at the latest. She will be printing it around that time to get
everything finished up prior to a late-summer vacation. Thank you!
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Presbyterian Women
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August Birthdays
August 1
Lauren Glasser
McClaine Hudson
Ella May
August 3
Dan Brown
Fred Higgins
August 4
Denise Carter
Chuck Coates
King Spencer
Matthew Spencer
August 5
Mike Alexieff
Tucker Carmichael
Myong MacMillin
Susan Murphy
Dan Stelling
August 6
Claire Boggess
Robert Cash
Neil Howell
Wanda Hunt
Bill Krepps
August 7
Beth Durbin
Terry Flynn
Kalu Njoku
August 10
Charlie Reber
Rebecca Simpson
Betsy Tyrie
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August 12
Maya Lebedinsky
August 13
Reese Polen
August 14
Susan Begley
Sonya Moran
Ryan Kirkconnell
August 15
Ashley Long
Kevin Reber
August 16
Chase Embry
Heather Kessler
Nan Moore
August 17
Annette Ballard
Heather Webb
August 19
Laura Phillips
Brenna Murphy
Dick Roberts
August 20
Andee Rudloff
Ian White
August 21
Janet Strode
August 22
Madeline Davenport
Brad Howard
Sally Wysong
August 23
Ann Covington
Deborah Raymer

August 24
Will Bowen
Matthew Crocker
August 25
Mac Reynolds
August 26
Erin Elliott
August 27
Nathan Love
Lee Truman, Jr.
August 28
Ron Ramsing
August 29
John Stone
August 30
Wayne Hendrix
Heather Higgins
Heather Zeller
Michael Zeller
August 31
Della Bruch
Judy Clark
Landen White

August Calendar
Sun

6

Mon

7

8:30am Fellowship
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship

13

14

10:00am
Pig Pickin’

20

21

9:00am Children’s
Music
8:30am Fellowship
9:30am All Together Sunday School WKU starts
10:30am Worship classes

Tue

Wed

1

2

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm
Staff Meeting
7:00pm Deacons

5:00pm Youth
F’ship 7:00pm
Chancel Choir

8

9

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm
Staff Meeting
7:00pm Camera
Club
7:00pm Eve.
Circle

5:00pm Youth
F’ship 7:00pm
Chancel Choir

15

16

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm
Staff Meeting
6:00pm Chairs
mtg.
7:00pm Session

5:00pm Youth
F’ship 7:00pm
Chancel Choir

22

23

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm
Staff Meeting
7:00pm Missions

5:00pm Youth
F’ship 7:00pm
Chancel Choir

29

30

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm
Staff Meeting

5:00pm Youth
F’ship 7:00pm
Chancel Choir

Thu

3

Fri

4

Sat

5

10:30am
Contemplative
Prayers

10

11

12

10:30am
Contemplative
Prayers

Presbytery mtg.
Madisonville

18

19

City school
resumes

17

10:30am
Contemplative
Prayers

24

25

26

10:30am
Contemplative
Prayers

9:30am Civility
Training Wkshp

Eclipse date

27
9:00am Children’s
Music
8:30am Fellowship
9:30am All Together Sunday School
10:30am Worship
6:00pm Youth
Group and family
meeting

28

31
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
August 15 is the deadline for the September 2017
newsletter. Please send your information to the church
office at info@bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
2017

Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270) 843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to Page
the glory
12 of God.”
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Choir Director
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Financial Administrator
Steve Moore
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Secretary
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Clerk of Session
Dana Patterson
Director, Preschool Learning Center
Cedric Whitney
Custodian
Stuart Kernohan
Sunday Sexton
Ellie Osborne
Children’s Music
Michael Spencer
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