The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green, Kentucky

Volume 20

Pastor’s Column

May 2017

1

Christian Education 2
Church/Community 4
Session Report

6

Pres. Women

7

Youth Ministry

8

Financial Report

9

May Birthdays

10

May Calendar

11

Issue 5

Last Fall, David Muffett, left the employ of our church to take the position
of Director of Student Ministries at the Trinity Presbyterian Church in Little
Rock, Arkansas. We miss David. His affection and support for middle
school and high school students was genuine. He generously extended
himself for each young person. David’s good, accepting spirit was something solid on which our youth could depend.
I think it is fair to say that David taught us a lot about the ministry we
share. Relationships matter. The little things we do for each other are
hugely important. Everyone belongs, but their belonging needs to be
nurtured. The welcome mat is always out.
In part because of a connection David helped us create, our church is
presently in conversation with an organization called the Center for Youth
Ministry Training. CYMT is headquartered in Brentwood, Tennessee.
It places students from Memphis Theological Seminary and from Austin
Theological Seminary as youth ministry interns in selected churches. The
internships are for three years.
The founder of CYMT, the Rev. Dietrich Kirk, visited our church on Palm
Sunday (April 11). He said he was very impressed by how many people
welcomed him. He found worship “engaging.” He commented particularly
on the “energy” he felt during the Passing of the Peace in worship. He met
with our Christian Education Ministry. Christian Education and the
Personnel Ministry have collaborated on a job description for a youth
ministry intern from CYMT. We hope to have that person working with us
on (or around) June 1.
Since our intern will be a student, s/he will have access to teachers and
advisors who specialize in youth ministry. Many of you will recall that David
Muffett completed rigorous training for a special certificate in youth ministry
while he was with us. Our new intern will continue in this pattern of
excellence. We are glad to be able to work with CYMT, to provide a
teaching setting and to receive the hard work of a dedicated and trained
youth minister.
One loose end: Our intern will need housing. If you have an apartment
to rent, let us know.
And know you are loved,
Matthew
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Christian Education
Easter is a special time of year. We have celebrated our highest and
holiest day and are reminded how great the love is God has for us! Here
are some activities to help you and your family continue growing in faith:
The gospels tell the stories of Jesus and how his friends reacted to the
empty tomb. But the resurrection story doesn’t end there. We know
Thomas struggled to believe. Here is an activity, especially good for
families with children, to explore some of these issues http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/resurrection-faith-and-doubt
All parents want their children to grow into a mature faith. Here’s a way to
talk with your teen about his or her faith and how you can grow together http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/easter-maturity-agreement
Spring brings renewal and hope and new life. Many of us enjoy growing flowers and
vegetables, but we don’t always take the time to acknowledge the great gifts God has
given us in creation. Here’s an activity for anyone who love to grow things:
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/spring-planting
Vacation Bible School is coming up! June 11 – 14,
5:15-8:00pm at Christ Episcopal Church. Our Passport to
Peru will help us learn about God, the country and people of
Peru and help us continue our exploration of Living Waters
for the World! Registration information will be coming in May,
but all children who will be three by July 31 through rising
6th grade are welcome!
Volunteers for VBS will also be needed. Registration for
Volunteers will be available by mid-May, so stay tuned! All
volunteers must have a background check prior to serving (for
those not already screened).

Craft Items needed for VBS. Please save these items
and bring to the church:
Empty Paper towel rolls/wrapping paper rolls
Washi Tape - any color/pattern
Cotton Balls
Aluminum Foil Rolls
Rice
Craft Sticks - colors

Your help with craft donations helps us have a more meaningful and less wasteful VBS.
Thank you!
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Dates to Note: (details will come as available)
Summer Sunday School – July 2-August 6
Game Night and Ice Cream Social – Saturday July 8, 5:00pm –
9:00pm
Pig Pickin’ – August 13
“In Between” All-Togethers August 20-September 3
Rally Day – September 10
Resume regular Sunday Schedule – September 17

Many Many Thanks! Your donations for our Egg Hunt helped us have a great time!
The weather was perfect and we had around 20 children come. Special thank you to Bob
and Sandy Franklin for hosting us and for providing lunch for our youth!
Thank you for your generosity with our PC(U.S.A.) special offerings. One Great
Hour of Sharing was collected around Easter, although it is never too late to give!
Simply mark your check OGHS. The next offering is the Pentecost Offering, coming up
June 4. This offering allows us to keep 40% for local peacemaking efforts. The remaining
60% is divided between programs with children at risk, ministries with youth and young
adult volunteers. Our portion has been designated for Buckhorn and Bellewood. More
information will be coming as we get closer.

Our Next 3 Cents a Meal collection during worship will be Sunday
July 30. Start saving those coins! It’s just 9 cents each day per person,
working out to $8.10 per person per quarter. A small amount that adds
up to a huge difference. One third stays to benefit our Food Pantry and
the remainder goes to the Presbyterian Hunger Program, which addresses the root causes of hunger at home and abroad. Our children and
youth will once again come around with the big cans to collect your gifts.
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Church and Community
NEW MEMBERS We extend a welcome to our newest congregation members Michael
and Ruth Brown, Kevin and Amy Viars, and Alex Gooch. Also, Barbara Solberg-Hale was
confirmed on Easter Sunday, and we welcome her into full membership as well.

Be Remind-ed! For a while our Youth have used a text messaging app called
Remind (fairly common in school situations). It enables us to text participants about
upcoming events, changes etc. We want to try this with the congregation, so we invite
you to join The Pres News. Type this link- remind.com/join/a2d4fe2 -into your
browser. You'll be guided through the steps to join (you can choose your email or
cell number). This will be a way for us to communicate about specific events, deadlines, etc and we will NOT overwhelm your in-box! We have great things happening
here and this is one more way to clearly communicate with you. Please join our
group! Questions? See Leslee Kirkconnell.
GORDONEERS The Gordoneers’ summer picnic is scheduled for
Friday, June 9th. The group will meet at Covington Woods Park. Stay
tuned for more information and news on a (possible) regular Gordoneers’
meeting in May.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY PROJECT #1: Habitat for Humanity will be
working on Saturday, May 6th beginning at 8:00 AM, at 1004 Raven Avenue.
We will be repairing and painting a wooden fence. Five volunteers are needed
for this project. If you are interesting in assisting please contact Kevin Reber at
270-320-2604 or kevin.reber@fotlinc.com.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
Family and friends of Geraldine Holsclaw
Family and friends of Margaret Bruner
Debbie Trickey in the death of her father John Watson
Belinda and Randy Saltzman in the death of their nephew Mason Goodnight
Glenn and Leslee Kirkconnell in the death of Glenn’s father Waite Kirkconnell
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An Easter Reflection
How Beautiful
An Easter Poem
By: Bethann Parmer (Daughter of John and Ginger Van Ness)

Jesus kneels in the garden… alone. He cries to God to take away the task he must do; the pain
he must bear. His companions sleep in the dark hours. He tries to refuse the cup of sorrow.
Finally, in his agony, he accepts. Knowing he would face what was ahead alone; knowing it
would cause great suffering. He said yes and the world changes forever.
How Beautiful.
Satan realizes at that moment that he is going to lose the battle. He unleashes a torrent of
evil to break the hold Jesus has taken on the salvation of mankind. Betrayal, pain, torture,
loneliness, anger, humiliation. Satan brought the full powers of darkness to fight for the souls
of the earth. Jesus withstood each assault. Throughout the day of sorrow, he took the anger,
pain and rejection upon himself. He would carry all our burdens and pain to the cross.
He would not let evil have us.
How Beautiful.
He hung on the cross as a symbol of his sacrifice. Wounded body and soul. Carrying our
burden on bloody, exhausted shoulders. Filling his heart with our sins. Alone and abandoned
by most of his friends. Separated from his Father. Knowing he must fulfill this final act of love.
For me… and for you.

How Beautiful.
He breathes his last breath and surrenders it all. Gives himself as the full sacrifice for us all,
from now until eternity. Everyone. Whether we are deserving or not. As he dies, the heaven’s
break forth with the power of his love. Thunder and lightning shake the skies, the ground
trembles, the curtain is torn. Satan gloats in triumph, thinking he has won. But we wait.
Three days we wait.
Jesus bursts forth on that beautiful morning. A miracle only God could perform. The burden
of our sin is gone forever, Satan has lost. The joy we feel as we see his face… alive, not dead.
Risen, not buried. His hands and feet bear the scars. His heart bears the love. The love that
can never die. The love that can never be taken away. We only have to accept. Nothing else.
How Beautiful.
The gift is ours. The love he gave as he hung there and died is ours to take. To live our lives as
He lived his; loving, giving, caring, touching, feeding, sharing, listening, teaching. God sent his
child, his son, his beloved to show us the way to share the goodness of God. God sent him to
gather up all the sin of the world and take it with him in death. God sent Him to carry all our
sin away so we could all be welcome with Him for eternity. God sent Him for all of us.
How Beautiful.

(inspired by the song “How Beautiful” by Twila Paris)
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Session Report
The Session met for its regular meeting on April 18, 2017 in the Church conference room.
These items highlighted the meeting.
After Matthew Covington opened the meeting with prayer, the devotion was given in the
form of a Word-Share Prayer. Following, on proper motion and with appropriate amendments, the minutes of the last regular meeting were approved and the minutes of the special
called meeting of the Session of April 2, as well. The special called meeting was for the
purpose of accepting Kevin and Amy Viars into our congregation. The Session, on proper
motion accepted the resignation of Gary Ahrendt from the session. He and Lisa have
moved to Michigan. They will be missed. The regular business agenda was then taken up.
There were several Staff and Ministry reports. Leslie Kirkconnell commented on the Easter
events and on the upcoming May 7 Taco Bar Fellowship Lunch following worship, as a
Montreat fundraiser. She also commented on the plans for Vacation Bible School during
the period of June 11-14.. Christian Education reported on the contact with the Center for
Youth Ministry Training concerning selection of a part time Youth Ministry leader. Worship
reported on the Wednesday night meals during the Easter season and the Easter breakfast.
Property reported on the general upkeep of our Church facility. Our physical plant is
currently in good condition. David Coverdale was commended for his good work in the
Property Ministry. Finance advised that the state of the budget was currently satisfactory.

There will be a joint meeting of the Deacons and Elders on April 30 for a general purpose
planning session.
The schedule for “Elder in the Parlor” was set with James Harris taking April 30; David
Coverdale on May 7; Bobby Rabold on May 14; and Nancy English on May 21.
Finally, the congregation is urged to bring any cares or
concerns to any Deacon, Elder or member of the Pastoral
Care Committee, as well as to Matthew, whose door is open.
Business having been completed, the Session meeting was
adjourned with prayer.
James D. Harris, Jr.
Clerk of Session
Our church elders: Pam Bratcher, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Fred Higgins,
Brad Howard, Julia Roberts, Nancy English, Bobby Rabold, Diane Simmons, Margaret Stein, Larry Warden,
Denny Wedge. Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Shannon Dyche, Kim
Ferguson, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Larry Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Wayne Hendrix, Frederica Kernohan,
Nathan Love, Marilyn Mattingly, Donna Meredith, Charlotte Prow, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse, Ann Rudolph,
Janet Schwarzkopf, Diane Simmons, Debbie Trickey, and Judy Whitson.
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Presbyterian Women
Mark your calendars for these upcoming PW events:
Spring Luncheon
Will be May 9th, at 12 noon in fellowship hall...all circles!
Girls Nite Out… Coming on June 21st...
More info to come soon, please save the date!
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Youth Ministry
One More Time! Sunday May 7 is our TACO BAR! Fellowship
Luncheon and Fundraiser for Montreat! Join us after worship for
Tacos with all the fixin’s. We’ll also have a bake sale for that sweet
tooth. The meal is by donation and every penny goes to help our youth
attend Montreat this summer. Come enjoy delicious food and great
fellowship for a wonderful cause!
You Can Help Our Fundraiser! By donating an item on our Perfect
Potluck sign up, you help us get ready to prepare a great meal for
everyone! Click here for the sign up:
http://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=KCVB1473
It’s also on our website and Facebook page. Our Youth gather to
prepare and serve and clean up. Your donations ensure we can use
every penny donated toward our Montreat costs! And of course everyone who comes gets a great meal and has fun too!
Montreat is coming! Any who have not yet paid their remaining fees must do so as
soon as possible. Everyone will need to have funds to cover meals/snacks to and from
Montreat, as well as any incidentals while at the conference. If you have a friend who would
like to attend, we have space! The cost would be $450. Those who have attended the
conference know what a special time it is! Contact Leslee Kirkconnell with questions .
Middle School Mission Trip! City Lights/City Sights is coming June 19-21 and will be at
FPC in Russellville. Stay tuned for details, but save the date! This is for all rising 6th through
rising 9th grade students.
Vacation Bible School is June 11-14 at Christ Episcopal Church. Youth helpers will be
needed for our time. There will be a sign up available soon. We meet from 5:15-8:00pm and
dinner is included.
Sunday Evening Youth Fellowship will meet on May 21 and then break for the
summer. We’ll have a fun evening together, possibly with some surprises! Stay tuned for
details.
Youth Fellowship at Spencer’s will continue through the summer, unless noted.
Join us at 5:00pm each Wednesday for casual conversation and food (as desired).
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Financial Report
Financial Summary

Budget
Actual

Year to Date March
2017
250000

200000

197,035
179,198

144,743

150000

136,138

100000

50000

0

Receipts

Expenses

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦
A note to our congregation:
On March 25, Liza and I worshiped at The Presbyterian Church for the final time; we will be relocating to our home in Michgan. There is joy as this
move represents the realization of a long -term dream of ours. But there is
also sadness as we will be leaving a place that was truly our home for the
seven years we lived in Bowling Green. Words cannot express the sense of
welcome and acceptance we have felt from all the members and friends of
the church and for the life -long relationships we have made. We were
provided with an opportunity to serve both the church and the community
and the tiny bit of effort we put forth was repaid by all of you time and
time again.
We are disappointed that we will not have the opportunity to say proper
goodbyes to each of you personally, but know that you
will always be in our thoughts and prayers.
Blessings,
Gary and Liza Ahrendt
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May Birthdays
May 1
John Tower
May 2
Sarah Beth Capito
Matthew Gentry
Mark Patton
May 3
Jamie Whitaker
May 5
Emma Elliott
Vera Gramling
Barbara Howell
May 6
June Rose Garrott
Fred Trickey
May 7
David Sears
May 8
Lynne Atkerson
Gilbert Calhoun
May 9
Kenneth Crocker
Lester Reeves
May 11
Lynda Johnson
May 12
Addisyn Jackson
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May 13
Dot Deloteus
Randy Elliott
Caroline Hudson
B.J. Jordan
May 14
Steve Moore
May 16
John Perkins, Jr.
May 18
John Kernohan
Alicia McFarland
Cathy Reynolds
May 19
Mandane Ennis
Drew Ellington
May 20
Robert Byrd
Alicia Carmichael
Gemma Webb
May 22
Caleb Johnson
Emma Simpson
May 24
Eric Bigler
May 25
Caroline Atkerson
Hart Carwell

May 26
Kathleen Gildersleeve
Pamela Napier
May 27
Mary Clemons
Peyton White
May 28
Matthew Byrd
Willie Byrd
May 30
Karen Watson

May Calendar
Sun

7

Mon

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
6:00pm Youth Group

Fri

4

5

11:00am
Circle 3

9:00am POPS
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Deacons

9:00am POPS

7:00pm
Theology
Pub

10:30am
Morning Prayer

9

10

11

12

11:00am
Special Care
12:00pm
PW Lunch

9:15am Wed
Morn. Circle
9:30am Circle 6

2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Evening
Circle
7:00pm Camera
Club

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship

16

17

8

15

2:00pm Staff
Meeting
6:00pm Chairs
mtg.
7:00pm Session

22

23
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Missions

29

30
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting

Sat

6

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

13

10:30am
Morning Prayer

6:00pm
Gordoneers

7:00pm
Chancel Choir

11:00am Special
Care

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
1:00pm Recital (R.
Olsen)
6:00pm Youth Group

28

Thu

3

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
9:45am Sunday Circle
10:30am Worship
6:00pm Youth Group

21

Wed

2

8:30am Fellowship
11:30am
9:00am Children’s
Circle 9
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Taco Bar
6:00pm Youth Group

14

Tue

1

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm
Chancel Choir

24

18

19

9:00am UspiritusOpen House in
parlor

10:30am
Morning Prayer

25

26

20

27

10:30am
Morning Prayer
5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm
Chancel Choir

31
5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm
Chancel Choir
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The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
May 15 is the deadline for the June 2017 newsletter.
Please send your information to the church office at:
info@bgpres.org
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The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to Page
the glory
12 of God.”

Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Pastor
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Organist, Pastoral Assistant
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Director of Christian Education
Wayne Pope
Choir Director
Richard Barefoot
Financial Administrator
Steve Moore
Treasurer
Cheryl Gregory
Secretary
Jim Harris
Clerk of Session
Dana Patterson
Director, Preschool Learning Center
Cedric Whitney
Custodian
Stuart Kernohan
Sunday Sexton
Ellie Osborne
Children’s Music
Michael Spencer
College Intern

