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Easter occurs in April this year. (April 16th) Easter is
absolutely the Christian’s day! Our awareness of God’s
power-wrought-in-love begins with Jesus being raised
on Easter. Our confidence that evil is a defeated power
comes from Jesus overcoming death. Spring, which is
the season for renewal and new life in the garden, receives
devotional focus in our observation of new, resurrected
life on this great day. The whole of the Christian life is linedout in Easter themes. We hope. We are transformed. Faith
has an eternal dimension. Nothing breaks the hold of God’s
love. Sin and evil are real, but they are on the outs. Jesus is
the first man of a new creation. He is the Lord. What Jesus
teaches is true. God’s goodness is excessively good. It
exceeds every restriction and obstacle: even to the point of
exceeding the obstacle of death. The sunrise on any given
morning reminds the Christian of that morning the women
came to attend Jesus’ tomb on the first Easter. They heard
an angel say, “He is not here. He is risen.”
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Christian Education
Growing in faith takes commitment and work, and of course
involvement in the life and fellowship of the church. BUT parents are
always the first faith educators of their children! Here are some
activities to nurture faith together at home:
Lent is a good time to reflect on the life of Jesus, and also to develop new spiritual disciplines.
Even though Lent is moving toward a close, it is NEVER too late to begin a new spiritual practice.
Here is a wonderful idea for helping your children learn the importance of prayer:
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/lenten-bedtime-prayer
Coloring pages for those older than 10 have become popular lately. Coloring can be a spiritual
discipline and possibly open up some avenues to discussion. This activity, especially for families with
teens, offers an opportunity to sit together, enjoy the creativity of coloring and good faith conversation:
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/coloring-lent
One of the most powerful tools we have as Christians is prayer. Here is an
adaptation of the monastic Liturgy of the Hours for adults (teens too): http://
www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/liturgy-of-the-hours Lent is a great time for a
new spiritual discipline and a good time to form a new and vital habit.
Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt will take place on Saturday April 15,
10:30am-Noon at the home of Bob and Sandy Franklin, 1740 Greenview Lane. We will have eggs to hunt, games and activities and our everpopular Cake Walk. All children up to 5th grade are invited - bring a
friend! Our Youth will be helping to set up and run our Egg Hunt.
DONATIONS FOR OUR EGG HUNT NEEDED! We need donations of
small toys/tattoos, etc. that will fit in our plastic eggs, along with individually wrapped candy that is not likely to melt (starburst, skittles, etc.). We anticipate the
weather could be nice and warm and we don’t want to invite the insects to our party! We also need donations of cupcakes, cookies, brownies, etc for our Cake Walk. Small bottles of water or juice pouches
also welcome! Candy/toy donations are needed by April 5 so we can stuff our eggs! Please bring to the
office. See Leslee Kirkconnell with questions.
Easter Sunday, April 16 will be a wonderful celebratory day for us! Not
only will we celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord, we will have Confirmation
and a Reception following Worship. Sunday School is on break and Breakfast will be available in Fellowship Hall prior to 10:30 worship - RSVP needed
by April 14. There will be Easter-themed activities for children in Fellowship
Hall that morning as well.
3-Cents-A-Meal Collection returns Sunday April 30 during worship! Our generosity has made a
tremendous impact, especially on Sundays when our children bring our big cans around, as they will do
this day. If each individual attending brought just $8.10 (that is what adding up 3 cents per meal for
three months equals), we will make a big difference! One third of our gifts will stay right here to benefit
our Food Pantry; 2/3 will be forwarded to the Presbyterian Hunger Program, which works to alleviate the
root causes of hunger at home and abroad. Bring your change, your bills,
your checks and plan to fill the can again as we seek to help those who
live with food insecurity every day.
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Easter is also One Great Hour of Sharing Sunday.
We will collect our offering that Sunday and dedicate
it to God’s glory. One of four special offerings of the
PC(U.S.A.), OGHS is one many denominations
participate in and which goes to help particular
projects for each. Our gifts are divided between
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, The Presbyterian
Hunger Program and Self-Development of People.
These programs have very little overhead, so our funds are used efficiently to help. Special envelopes
will be in the bulletin for your gift, or you can give at any time - simply mark your check ‘OGHS.’
Our April Gatherings for our POPS group will be Tuesday April 11 and
Wednesday April 12, 9:00-10:00ish in the Nursery. Each month we gather for
informal fellowship along with hot coffee and yummy treats. Many thanks to our
Presbyterian Women who provide delicious treats each month! This is a way for
our church to support our Preschool Learning Center parents, as well as provide
some guidance for faith development of young children. Leslee Kirkconnell leads
these groups and ALL parents who are raising preschool age children are
welcome!
Vacation Bible School will be June 11-14 at Christ Episcopal Church, 5:15-8:00pm. We will be
'traveling' to Peru to learn about the culture as we learn more about God's great love for us. We will
also explore more about Living Waters for the World! Registration and volunteering information to
come soon. All children who will be age 3 by July 31 through rising 6th grade are invited to join us.

Missions
WONDERING what to do with the stuff you collect while spring cleaning? Cecelia Presbyterian
Church is looking for good, usable items for their next community give-away. The give-away is
scheduled for April 29, 10:00am-2:00pm at Cecelia. They want clothes, toys, appliances, furniture anything that is in reasonably good shape. Items can be dropped off at Cecelia or our church (we can
probably arrange pick up for larger items). The earlier give-away
was hugely successful and popular (because there \is much need)
so save those good useable items and donate them for a good
cause! Questions? See Leslee Kirkconnell.
ROOM IN THE INN Thursday, March 16, 2017 was the final night
of the current Room in the Inn Season which began on November 15,
2016. Our congregation with the help of the congregation of Cecilia
2017. Memorial fed and housed overnight for 18 consecutive weeks
2018.on Thursday nights a total of 233 guests who would have had no other place to stay on those
nights. 233+ delicious suppers and 233+ hot breakfasts were prepared and served. An average of 13
cots a night were set up, made, cleaned and broken down by our volunteers. Most importantly we as
a congregation listened and learned about the lives and stories of our neighbors. Our congregation
does this very well.
—David Coverdale, Thursday Night Coordinator
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Church and Community
NOON WORSHIP FOR HOLY WEEK Join us during this ecumenical time of worship on each day of
Holy Week. We gather at 12 noon at a different church each day for worship, followed by a light lunch:
• Monday, April 10 at Christ Episcopal Church
• Wednesday, April 12 at First Christian Church

• Tuesday, April 11 at The Presbyterian Church
• Thursday, April 13 at First Baptist Church

MAUNDY THURSDAY IS APRIL 13TH. Following our Middle-Eastern
feast at 6:00pm in Fellowship Hall, join us in the sanctuary for our Maundy
Thursday service. The word ‘Maundy’ comes from both old French and Latin,
referring to ‘mandate’, or commandment. We remember that on the night of
the last supper, Jesus gave us the commandment to love one another as he loves us. Come and
experience Christ’s love through this memorable worship service. It begins at 6:45 p.m.
GOOD FRIDAY Please join us for a Good Friday worship service in our Sanctuary on
Friday, April 14th at 12:00 noon.
EASTER MORNING: Many Ways to Rejoice – Two worship services, two seatings for breakfast, two
chances to hear the Brass Ensemble, a release of butterflies and bubbles, a baptism, a confirmation,
and a reception!
EASTER MORNING SCHEDULE: PLEASE JOIN US!
7:30am
Sunrise Worship (in the courtyard, weather permitting)
8:00am
Contintental Breakfast
9:00am
Breakfast
9:30am
Butterflies and Bubbles (in the courtyard)
10:15am
Brass Ensemble on the front steps
10:30am
Easter Worship
11:30am
Confirmation Reception
FROM NARRATIVE TO INTERPRETATION
Art Exhibit by Myra Dwyer and Peg Truman (March 24 to May 31) Myra Dwyer and Peg Truman
collaborate to show opposing styles. Of her work Peg says, "My work is primarily representational".
She sees the fascinating world as an opportunity "to tell a story through my art." Both painters work in
acrylics, oils and watercolors; however, Myra's specialty is abstract acrylic pours that contain several
layers of paint and glaze, as much as 30 or more layers. Whereas Peg sees the
world in realistic narratives, Myra does abstract interpretations of reality. The
exhibit will hang for two months in the Fellowship Hall.
OUR ART BOARD Perhaps we don’t say Thank You enough for the
church Art Board and other members who assist the board, all of whom serve
so faithfully. This group…Angie Alexieff, Joel Brown, Mrya Dwyer, Shannon
Dyche, Nancy English, Alan Reeves, Sheila Reeves, Janet Schwarzkopf, Diane
Simmons (chair), Peggy Truman, and Earlene Chelf now being replaced by Mary Evans…arranges for
artists’ work to be exhibited in our Fellowship Hall. Photography and other art of varying media
appeals to our members, as well as to visitors who stop by on week days. Our church provides this
opportunity as part of its downtown ministry. The art board hosts a reception at each new exhibit to
encourage viewing and to introduce the artists to the community.
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CLEANUP DAY On Saturday, April 1st, we will have a church -wide cleanup day from
10am-2pm, and we are seeking volunteers to participate. Lunch will be served. Please place this
form in the offering plate to put your name on the list of volunteers. On the day, bring some
cleaning supplies – rags, cleaners, vacuum, etc. and we will split into teams and spread out
around the building. Call Bobby Rabold for more info at 270-791-7404.

A Mission Statement Points the Way
Last month, a proposal was floated for a clear statement to help our church with future direction:
“We are a Bible based church sharing the vitality of Christ beginning with welcome, centered on
worship, and devoted to caring service.” A tighter mission statement was also suggested: “Our mission
is to be a church where you are at home.” The congregation was invited to respond.
Many of the responses asked us to say more, but to do so using fewer words. This is appropriate.
Mission/vision statements are supposed to be brief, specific, and suggestive of the organization’s
goals.
Poetry is an art form that uses words carefully, and in an evocative form. At least one church member
suggested that we write our mission/vision as a poem, even: in the short Japanese poem form of
haiku. Matsuo Basho is thought to be master of this form. The classic example is:
The old pond.
A frog jumps in.
Sound of water.
Would you try your hand at this? If you have ideas, you are invited to call Matthew or Leslee at church
(843-4707) or talk to the Elder of the Week in the parlor after worship. Here’s a start:
This is our home:
Vitality, welcome, worship;
Christ is our home.
Or maybe:
Christ is our home.
Vitality, welcome, worship;
The gospel life.
Possibly:
The church downtown
A welcoming light
Christ, our home.
One more:

We see: a world in need.
We are: a light in this city.
We choose: welcome for all.
You can probably do better! Let Matthew or Leslee hear from you!
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:

To Jackie Hanks in the death of her uncle Leo Phillips
To Ann Huskey in the death of her sister
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Session Report
The Session met for its regular stated meeting on March 21, 2017.
The Opening Prayer took the form of prayers for joys and concerns.
Minutes from the February 21st meeting of the Session were received.
The next joint meeting of officers is planned for April 30.
Leslee Kirkconnell reported that Vacation Bible School will be held June
11-14. The theme is “Passport to Peru” and will center on the Living
Waters for the World ministry.
Three training worships related to our revised Child/Youth
protection policy have been held, and 35 church members
have attended these workshops.
The children’s Easter Egg hunt is scheduled for April 15
from 10:30- Noon.
A job description for a Part-time Youth Ministry leader
was approved unanimously.

The search for a Youth Ministry leader was approved.
The baptism of Rawley Evans, the son of Tim and Apryl
Evans and the grandson of Sam and Mary Evans, was
approved for Easter Sunday, April 16.
The Session heard the good news that Barbara SolbergHale will be confirmed as a member of the church on
April 16.
Total receipts to the church through February were
$136,508. Total expenses during that time were $91,671.

Our church elders: Gary Ahrendt, Pam Bratcher, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Fred
Higgins, Brad Howard, Julia Roberts, Nancy English, Bobby Rabold, Diane Simmons, Margaret Stein, Larry Warden,
Denny Wedge. Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Shannon Dyche, Kim
Ferguson, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Larry Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Wayne Hendrix, Frederica Kernohan,
Nathan Love, Marilyn Mattingly, Donna Meredith, Charlotte Prow, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse, Ann Rudolph, Janet
Schwarzkopf, Diane Simmons, Debbie Trickey, and Judy Whitson.
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Presbyterian Women
Our church will be hosting the Western Kentucky PW Spring Gathering on April 20th.
Registration, coffee and conversation will begin at 9:30am. The program, service, and Birthday
Offering celebration will follow at 10:00am. We will end with a lunch at around 12:00 noon.
Presbyterian Women have a long tradition of caring for others and helping those in need. Hallie
Paxton Winsborough, in 1922, challenged each member of the Women’s Auxiliary of the PCUS
to give a penny for each year of her life as a “Birthday Gift” for Miss Dowd’s School for Girls in
Japan. Presbyterian Women’s Birthday Offering has helped fund mission projects that improve
the lives of women and children around the world. While the projects and donation amounts
have changed, Presbyterian Women’s commitment to improving the lives of others have not!

In 2017, we will answer the call to show Jesus’ love to the world by offering our prayers and
financial support to three projects that support the critical need for shelter, health care and
water in the areas they serve:
-First Hand Aid’s Rural Clinic Development Initiative serving rural communities in Cuba
-Safe Haven for Victims in Domestic Violence, South Carolina
-The Paper for Water Navajo Water Project
All women of our church are invited to the gathering, and please plan on attending!
Reservations can be made by calling Cheryl in the church office by April 14th.

If you have any questions, please contact Donna Meredith at 270-781-9979 or
donnawmeredith53@gmail.com
AN INVITATION During Holy Week, we gather at noon at a different church each day for
worship, followed by a light lunch. Our church will host this worship and luncheon on Tuesday,
April 11th at 12:00pm. Please join us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THE SUNDAY MORNING CIRCLE will postpone their April meeting until April 23. They were
scheduled to meet on Palm Sunday. With the excitement of the season, the meeting will be
pushed back a couple of weeks. CIRCLE 9 will meet at 12pm on April 10th at the Episcopal
Church for the Lenten service and lunch. The meeting will be in the Episcopal Church conference
room following the luncheon. CIRCLE 6 will move their meeting date to Wednesday, April 19 at
9:30am at the home of Merrilyn Calhoun (1040 St. Andrews Circle).

Mission Statement As Limerick
There once was a place we called home;
With a steeple, not a spire or a dome.
Hope, faith, and life were all there;
In this we did share;
The church’s mission: just like a poem.
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Youth Ministry
Many Many Thanks to all who made our March 19 Potato Party a success! From those who signed up to
bring various parts of the meal to those who came and enjoyed fellowship and great food - we are grateful.
With your generosity we have raised $750 toward our Montreat expenses this July.
But Wait! There’s More! On Sunday May 7 the Youth will host their final Montreat
fundraiser following worship. Come join us at 11:30am for a Taco Bar and Bake Sale.
We’ll have all your favorite taco fixings - make a taco or taco salad and then buy that
special dessert at our bake sale. There’s a Perfect Potluck sign up to help with providing
various parts of the meal-- http://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=KCVB1473
The meal is (again) by donation, with all proceeds going to support the Montreat trip.
MONTREAT PAYMENTS are due April 1 (or as soon as possible!). The remainder is $250. Scholarship
requests were due March 20, but if you missed that deadline, contact Leslee Kirkconnell as soon as possible.
Limited funds are available. Please note that all heading to Montreat will need to bring money for lunch on the
way to and from Montreat.
Food Means Fellowship and our Youth enjoy a great meal each Sunday, thanks to the generosity of the
congregation! The following folks have helped us enjoy table fellowship each Sunday and we are thankful:
Fred Kernohan, Karol Ahmed, Marcheta White, Matt Hunt, Erika Solberg, Rob Hale, Catherine Reber, Susan
and Brad Howard, Shannon Dyke, Susan Thomison, Margaret Stein and Fleur Whitaker. We have enjoyed a
variety of delicious food as we gather each Sunday and are grateful for the gift of time and love each week
when our food arrives! There are a few more spots left for this spring http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-meals
April 30 will be a special day for our church! Our Youth will be planning and
leading the service and we will honor our graduating seniors! We have four
who will graduate from High School - Stephen Alexieff, Leigh Ballard, Reese
Polen and Ian White. We look forward to worshipping together and celebrating
important milestones.

Confirmation Sunday will be on Easter during worship. We look forward to welcoming
Barbara Solberg-Hale, who will be making her public statement of faith. She has been attending
class and working on her statement of faith since early fall. Ann Covington has provided mentoring throughout the process. We will have a reception for Barbara following worship that Sunday in
Fellowship Hall. Plan to join us (you KNOW you want dessert before your Easter meal!).
YOUTH SCHEDULE UPDATE: NO Fellowship on April 2 - have a safe and fun Spring Break!

Spencer’s Fellowship will resume Wednesday April 12, 5:00pm.
Youth Fellowship will meet 6:00pm on April 9 - dinner is needed that night –sign up here:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-meals
We will be working on our Youth Sunday Service that night - very important everyone planning to help attend!
Saturday April 15 - Easter Egg Hunt - please be at the Franklin’s home (1740 Greenview Lane) by 9:30am
to set up! We will enjoy lunch together after and parents can pick up from lunch (stay tuned for details).
Easter Sunday is Confirmation - please come for breakfast in the morning, worship at 10:30 and celebrate
with Barbara Solberg-Hale after worship with a reception in Fellowship Hall.
NO Fellowship on April 16 - Enjoy Easter evening with your family.
April 23 - Youth Fellowship with rehearsal in the Sanctuary for Youth Sunday!
April 30 - NO Evening Fellowship
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Financial Report
Financial Summary

Budget
Actual

Year to Date February
2017
180000
160000

153,100

140000

136,508

120000
100000

91,098

91,671

80000
60000
40000
20000
0

Receipts

Expenses

Haiku
Light in the city;
Christ for the world;
We feed people!

Why is April 9, 1819 a date to REMEMBER?
It is the date our congregation was constituted. Twenty-seven men, women and “colored
persons” met in the presence of the Reverend Joseph B. Lapsley for establishing a Presbyterian
congregation in this relatively young town. Most were immigrants from Rockbridge County,
Virginia; in that place, they knew the Lapsley family quite well; they also knew young Joseph was
ministering in Bardstown, KY. It was a happy arrangement, no doubt, to call Lapsley to Warren
County. Soon, the congregation erected a church building in what the founders of Bowling Green
had designated “public burying ground.” Lapsley, like other ministers of that time, was interested
in education. He supported local education as trustee of one of the earliest male academies.
Can you identify the Lapsley tributes in our church: bronze plaque; portrait; framed charter of the
church?
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April Birthdays
April 1
Elinor Kline
April 2
Cathey Green
April 3
Rocky Cooper
Leah Watson
April 4
Jamie Embry
April 5
Rosemary Henry
April 6
Tina Coates
April 7
Tanner Polen
April 8
Ryan Clemons
John Fitts
Cameron Lebedinsky
April 11
John Grise
Wayne Pope
Lillian Simpson
April 13
Jenna Begley
Drew Crocker
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April 16
Cameron Pauquette
April 17
Megan Algie
Kate Bigler
Elizabeth Leverette
April 19
Stephen Ivie
Susan Webb
April 21
Carlie Bowen
Claire Ellington
April 22
Meg Webb
Judy Whitson
April 23
Shannon Dyche
April 25
Shug Jefferies
Paul Just II
April 26
Tim Whitaker
April 27
Bob Franklin
Susan Thomison

April 28
Rebecca Gentry
April 29
Jim Tyrie
April 30
Nick Rabold

Haiku
Welcome, peace, worship;
The vitality of Christ;
Here you are home!

April Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
10:00am
Clean-Up
Day

2

3

4

5

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship

11:00am
Circle 3
School Spring
Break

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Deacons

5:15pm Lenten Dinner 7:00pm
6:05pm Lenten
Theology
Worship
Pub
6:45pm Chancel
Choir

9

Palm Sunday
8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
9:30am Conf.
Breakfast
10:30am Worship
6:00pm Youth
Group

10

11

16

Easter Sunday
7:30am Sunrise
Worship
8:00am Cont.
Breakfast
9:00 Breakfast
9:30am Butterflies
& Bubbles
10:15am Brass
Ensemble
10:30am Worship
11:30am
Confirmation
reception

17

18

19

20

21

Office Closed

11:00am Special
Care

9:30am Circle 6
5:00pm Youth
Fellowship

9:00am PW
Spring
Gathering/
Lunch
7:00pm
Theology
Pub

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

23

24

25

26

27

28

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Missions

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

7:00pmTheology 10:30am
Pub
Morning
Prayer

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Book
signing
6:00pm Youth
Group

11:30am Circle
9

9:00am POPS 12
11:00am Special 9:15am Wed Morn
Care
Circle

12:00pm Lenten
12:00pm Lenten
service at Presby.
service at Christ
Ch.
Episcopal Church 2:00pm Staff

Meeting
7:00pm Evening
Circle
7:00pm Camera
Club

6

8

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

Good Friday 15
10:30-12:00
10:30am
Easter Egg
Morning
Hunt
12:00pm Lenten service 12:00pm Lenten
Prayer
at 1st Christian Church
service at
12:00pm
5:00pm Youth F’ship
1st Baptist Church Good Fri.
7:00pm Chancel
6:00pm Maundy Worship
Choir
Thurs. Dinner
6:45pm Worship

2:00pm Staff
Meeting
6:00pm Chairs
mtg.
7:00pm Session

13 Maundy

7

14

Thursday

22

29

30
8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Visioning
mtg.
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“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to Page
the glory
12 of God.”
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