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I am sitting down to write this note just before Ann and I leave for
Pensacola, Florida, where our daughter, Claire, is having a baby. The little
one will be our first grandchild. It feels like God is at work. A memory is
coming back to me, and this waiting-to-be-a-grandfather feels quite much
like it did to wait for our own children were born. The minutes feel longer,
when you’re waiting for something to happen. The process is explained,
and everyone is ready for it, but childbirth still feels like a pure miracle.
The minutes are heavy, as if they are loaded-down with the glad weight of
the whole future and also with a little bit of the past. The hours are vaguely
unreal, as if this is someone else’s story. True enough: I am unfamiliar
with waiting, and only a little familiar with miracles.
I said the time feels unreal, but this is also the most vivid reality imaginable. The world, which has been the same world for such a long time, is
about to be different. My interests and my affections are about to develop
beyond anything I’ve previously known. I am eager!
The business of birth is so very natural. Everybody says this. It must be
true! We are all here, only because we were born, once upon a time; and
how marvelous that is! But natural things are profoundly connected to God,
who has created all things and who makes nature proceed as it does. This
moment, these hours and days, the joyous weight of them; and the loving
readiness of a family for the baby to be born are moments and hours all
wrought by God’s hands.
It occurs to me to wonder, what would I say if there was a tragedy, an
injury, or a loss? If something goes wrong, is that God too? Yes, I believe
so. What makes these hours holy to me is the powerful, unseen movement
that is taking place. We trust that only very good things will happen, but no
matter what, these hours are charged with some inexorable movement, for
a thing that is certain and must happen is happening, and a promise is
being fulfilled in God way. Life, and love, and hope are beautiful things.
Thanks be to God that such a natural thing as childbirth reveals what is
divine, and what stands behind us all, every day.
Know you are loved.
Matthew
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Christian Education
The Session has approved an updated Safe Church Policy.
The Christian Education Ministry is tasked with fully implementing this policy
and is in the process of doing so. What this means is if you volunteer with
our children or youth, or are employed by the church or Preschool, you must
attend one training workshop. In the future, all volunteers will need to attend
training prior to starting, but now we are working to get all current volunteers
trained and screened (a background check is also required). We have three
dates coming soon (more will be held in the future).
Sunday February 19, 11:30-2:00pm
Monday February 20, 7:00-9:00pm
Sunday February 26, 11;30-2:00pm

Both Sunday workshops include lunch. Only ONE workshop is necessary – pick the one most
convenient. In addition, all Elders and Deacons are urged to attend. Leslee Kirkconnell will be
contacting individuals directly about attending, but all in the congregation are welcome (RSVPs will
be needed for the Sunday meetings to ensure abundant lunch hospitality). The more we know
about detecting and preventing child abuse, the safer we all are! Questions?
See or email Leslee Kirkconnell.
SOUPER BOWL LUNCHEON is Sunday February 5, 11:30am Fellowship Hall (following worship). Join us for delicious soups, sandwiches, dessert and of course fellowship! This is an annual mission project of our
Youth with all the funds raised benefiting our Food Pantry. We suggest you
donate what you would spend on a meal out. Can’t stay for lunch? Our
Youth will be at the exits with soup pots to collect donations as you leave.
CHEFS NEEDED FOR SOUPER BOWL! If you have a great soup
recipe, or are adept at making great sandwiches or dessert, we need your
talents! When we gather on the 5th we hope to have a variety of soups and sandwiches,
as well as delicious desserts for our lunch. Please sign up here and then get cooking!
FEBRUARY 5 is also a Communion Sunday. We will have bread for the sacrament that was
baked on Saturday January 7, by participants in our Communion Workshop. The bread will be
presented during the offering time, so plan to be here to join in the sacrament and in acknowledging
the growing faith and knowledge of our children.
SUNDAY MORNINGS ARE GREAT AT CHURCH! We enjoy fellowship over coffee and treats
(as available) beginning at 8:30 in Fellowship Hall. Come a bit early to visit and enjoy casual
conversation. At 9:00am our children have Choir and Chimes, which helps them prepare to lead
in worship each month. 9:30am Sunday School for all ages begins. Our children have classes in
the Children’s Center (down the ramp from the main hall). Youth meet in the
Youth Lounge upstairs and Adults have four options (see separate listing).
Worship, which is always the most important activity of the church
begins at 10:30am. Invite a friend or neighbor to join us for any or all of
these activities.
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL OPTIONS include: The Ellis Class (room 201). Bible study using
the Present Word materials (Uniform Lesson Series). Teachers rotate as scheduled.
The Christian Thought Class (Conference Room) Great Courses DVD series on Great Church
Architecture and its influence on theology.
The Coffee & Conversation Class (202) uses the Lambeth Bible Study method (a reflective
way of focusing on a particular scripture, in this case the preaching text for worship each week).
By Heresies Distresses (Be a Little Heretic) (room 207) a short term (ends Feb 26) examination/discussion of the various heresies that have led to deeper understanding of our Christian faith
(and also how they might manifest today).
COMING IN LENT: we will have an adult Lenten Study meeting on Sunday mornings, based
on our overall theme for Lent. Stay tuned for details.
OTHER DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR: Sunday March 19 – Potato Party – Youth Montreat
Fundraiser, 11:30am following worship.
Saturday April 15 – Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday April 16 – Easter AND Confirmation – reception in Fellowship Hall following worship
Sunday April 30 – 3 Cents a Meal collection in Worship AND YOUTH SUNDAY/GRADUATE
RECOGNITION SUNDAY.
Sunday May 7 – Taco Bar – Youth Montreat Fundraiser (lunch following worship)
ATTENTION YOUNG MUSICIANS! Sunday April 30 will be Youth Sunday. Our youth will be
planning and leading worship and we would like to include our younger children as well. If you play
an instrument and would be willing to play a piece appropriate to worship during that service, please
let Leslee Kirkconnell know. Now is the time to begin planning and practicing!

FAITH BEGINS AT HOME! And we want to help nurture your conversations at all ages.
Our world sometimes can seem scary and overwhelming, and sometimes even hopeless.
Yet for Christians, we have a God of hope who loves us beyond measure. Here is a great
activity to do with your children (although it is NOT limited to families with children at home!):
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/blown-over-with-hope
The teens in our lives are busy and may sometimes find things don’t always work out as planned
or hoped. If you have a young person in your life who has been disappointed when they didn’t
make the team, or get the part hoped for, or just have a disappointment, here’s a good family
activity to talk about it and grow:
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/dealing-with-disappointment

Growing in faith is a life-long process. We never ‘graduate’ from learning or deepening our
relationship with God. Yet sometimes adults struggle to find meaningful ways to be with God.
Here is one option for adults of any age to spend time with God, focusing on God,
strengthening faith:
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/guided-meditation
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Church and Community
LOOKING AHEAD TO LENT Ash Wednesday is March 1st. Please plan to join us for a
dinner and worship service on that day. The Ash Wednesday Dinner will begin at 6:00pm and
the Ash Wednesday worship will follow at 7:00pm. During the Lenten season, we are
planning Wednesday evening dinners and worship as well. Those meals and worship will be
at 5:15pm and 6:05pm, beginning on March 8th.
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
The family of Shirley Ennis Cashion
Wes and Cathey Green in the death of Wes’ mother Kitty Green
Dana Patterson her family in the death of her grandfather David Griffith

Financial Report
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Missions
PLEASE REMEMBER ROOM IN THE INN — WE CONTINUE TO NEED VOLUNTEERS!
RITI ministry continues to provide shelter and food throughout the winter months,
until March. Our church hosts every Thursday night. We need people who are willing to help.
Contact Information:
Start Up and Publications:
Diane Simmons, dsimmonsbg1@mac.com
Thursday Coordinator:
David Coverdale, dmcoverdale@gmail.com
Dinner Cook Captain: Gary Ahrendt
Dinner Host Captains: Paul and Judy Clark
Breakfast Captain: Cathey Green
Innkeeper captains:
Marilyn Mattingly and Rider Allen
Captains for Housekeeping Shift Fridays 6:30:
Tom Moody and Shirley Karrick; Fred Kernohan will
pick up soiled laundry;Herb and Diane Simmons
will shelve the laundered linens.

This note was
left for our
volunteers by our
Room in the Inn
guests on the
evening of
Jan. 26th:
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Library News
WE HAVE A WONDERFUL LIBRARY! If you haven’t checked something
out lately, here are some new additions:
Unclobber: Rethinking our Misuse of the Bible on Homosexuality by Colby
Martin. Here’s a fresh look at a difficult topic.
A Practical Guide to Community Ministry by A. David Bos. As a downtown
congregation, we have a unique place and responsibility to our surrounding
neighborhood. Here’s a clear and practical guide for us.
More Than Enough: Living Abundantly in a Culture of Excess by Lee Hull
Moses. “Live simply” sounds easy enough, but in our consumer-driven culture,
seems nearly impossible. This book offers a guide for those of us wishing to live ‘lighter’
on this earth.
Inhabiting Eden – Christians, The Bible and the Ecological Crisis by Patricia K. Tull. There is no
doubt our environment is in crisis. As Christians we have been called to be stewards of Creation.
This offers a balance between scripture, personal study, ethical insight and more to help us be a force
for helping the beautiful world God created.
Sex + Faith: Talking with your Child from Birth to Adolescence by Kate Ott. Our children and youth
need good information about the good gift of sexuality. While a scary topic, it does not need to be
and it should not be avoided. Here’s practical help for parents and others who are raising children
today.
Also available for your reading pleasure are copies of the Presbyterian Outlook and Presbyterians
Today. These magazines bring us the current and important news from the Presbyterian Church
U.S.A. We ask you enjoy those in the library (not for check out) so others may also catch up on the
good news of God’s work in our Church.
Many thanks to Arnie Petrus, our faithful Church Librarian. He’s always willing to help if you have
a question about our Library. These and the other great resources are available for check out at
anytime – please be sure to sign out what you borrow on the sheet located on the table as you enter
the library. And please be sure to return your items when done so others may borrow.

More info & new arrivals:
Laymen's Bible Encyclopedia 203L
Nave's Study Bible 220N
Nave's Topical Bible 220 N
Wycliffe Bible Comentary220.7W
UN Clobber 220.8M
These Were God's People 220.8
The Meal Jesus gave US 234.16W
Sex and Faith 241.6 O
More Than Enough 241.68 M
Names for the Messiah 242B
Walking Backwards to Christmas 242C

Practical guide to Community Ministry 253B
Inhabiting Eden 261.8 T
Presbyterian Deacon 262.14S
Presbyterian Ruling Elder 262.15 W
Calling to Educational Ministry 268 P
Through the ages 270T
History of Christianity in the Reformation Era 274
Companion to the Constitution 285C
Book of Confessions 285 C
Hymns of Faith and Inspiration 790

The “books finding a new home” project was a success. Over two-thirds got adopted.
These are surplus copies, parts of sets, and some that are not church library material.
You can contact Arnie Petrus, Librarian, at 270-904-0393 or arfranpe@msn.com.
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Youth Ministry
IT’S NOT TOO LATE, BUT IT IS A BIT MORE. We still have space for the Montreat Youth
Conference, July 15-22. The cost is $450. A $100 deposit will hold your spot, with the remainder due
by April 2. Those who attend Montreat enjoy a week of great fellowship, delicious food, meaningful
worship, keynote and small group experiences all in the beauty of the ‘thin place’ we know as
Montreat. Please send your deposit to the church, attention Leslee Kirkconnell as soon as possible.
All rising 9th-graduating seniors and college students (who participate in work crew) are eligible to
attend! (Some scholarship assistance is available, following receipt of the deposit)
SOUPER BOWL is February 5. This is a YOUTH MISSION FUNDRAISER and ALL
YOUTH are needed to help with our meal. Please be here at 9:30am in Fellowship
Hall to finish setting up and preparing to serve soup, sandwiches and desserts following
worship at 11:30am. All funds donated will go to support our Food Pantry. If you have a
football jersey or tee-shirt – wear it! We will also need youth to stand with soup pots at
the State Street entrance and 10th Ave door to collect from those who cannot stay for
lunch.
FEBRUARY CALENDAR FOR YOUTH:
February 5 SOUPER BOWL — We will not have evening fellowship.
February 12, 19, 26 – Confirmation at 5:00pm, Fellowship at 6:00pm.
Wednesday evening fellowship at Spencer’s meets each week 5:00-6:30pm. Please note during
Lent (begins March 1) Wednesday fellowship is suspended so youth may attend dinner and worship
at church.

FUTURE DATES TO NOTE NOW:
March 2 – Youth host Room in the Inn dinner (begins 5:00pm, ends 8:00pm – come as you can to
help, leave when you must)
March 3-4 Spring Presbytery Retreat. Details to come.
March 19 – POTATO PARTY MONTREAT FUNDRAISER. 11:30am following worship – ALL
MONTREAT CONFEREES MUST PLAN TO HELP! Details to come!
April 30 will be YOUTH SUNDAY AND GRADUATE RECOGNITION.
There are other dates as well-please check on our website for details. This calendar is updated as
needed, please check regularly.
HELP FEED OUR YOUTH! Each Sunday we start our time with a delicious meal and
table fellowship. We invite the congregation to help us by picking a Sunday to prepare a
meal for us. Check the 60-Second emails for the links to sign up online. Thank you to all
who have already signed up! We love a great home cooked (or take out!) meal. It’s
simple-sign up, make your meal, come to the church by 5:45pm on your Sunday, set up,
eat with us and clean up. Generally you’ll be done by 6:45pm.

CONFIRMATION CONTINUES each Sunday evening at 5:00pm. This is an important time in our
young people’s lives as they explore their faith, learn about the Presbyterian Church and ultimately
make a decision about claiming Jesus Christ as Lord for their lives. Please keep our class in your
prayers. We anticipate Confirmation Sunday on April 16 (Easter), so please stay tuned!
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College Ministry
THEOLOGY PUB meets on Thursdays at 7:00pm at Mellow Mushroom.
All college students (or other interested folk) welcome. We buy the pizza,
you get your drink, we all discuss issues of theology, social justice and more.
Watch our Facebook page for weekly topics.

Session Report
The Session met for its regular meeting on January 17, 2017 in the Church conference room.
These items highlighted the meeting.
After Matthew Covington opened the meeting with prayer, he gave a devotion concerning
Ruling Elders as spiritual leaders together with a reading from the book of Numbers.
Following, the minutes of the last regular meeting were approved; the minutes of the
congregational meeting of December 18, 2016 were approved; and the business agenda
was taken up.
There were several Ministry reports. Christian Education reported that most of it’s goals for
2016, to include the hiring of a Director of Christian Education had been reached and Diane
Simmons was commended for her diligent work. Property reported that the work on our
HVAC system in the sanctuary was now complete and the entire Church HVAC is working
properly. Savings on utilities and maintenance are already being realized. The finance chair
reported that the Church had made its budget for 2016 and that the committee had again
worked up a balanced budget for 2017. It was fully discussed and presented as a motion to
the session. The motion to adopt the budget was then passed by the Session. The “Buck
in a Basket” offering for the remainder of this quarter will go toward Uspiritus and Buckhorn.
It was emphasized that the “Buck in a Basket” offering when dedicated to a budgeted item
was not over and above the budget but for use within the budget. Only when it is dedicated
to a special need or non-budgeted item would it be considered separate and apart from the
budget.

The Session asked for a congregational meeting following the worship service on Sunday,
January 29 in order to present the budget to the congregation and to obtain approval of the
terms of the call of our pastor. On proper motion that was passed and the meeting set
accordingly. Matthew Covington suggested a joint meeting of the Deacons and Elders after
the worship service on February 19 and there being no motion required, that meeting was
set as requested.
Business having been completed, the Session meeting was adjourned with prayer.
James D. Harris, Jr.
Clerk of Session
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February Birthdays
February 2
Patricia Mercer
February 3
Sarah Glenn Grise
February 4
Jane Anderson
Linda Flynn
Janet Schwarzkopf
February 5
Lisa Murphy
February 7
Ava Elliott
Jason Jefferies
Todd Willian
February 8
Jayne Freeman
Beth Pope
Lisa Ramsing
February 9
Glen Williams
February 10
Roy Beard
Ken Meredith II
February 12
Georgeanna Capito
Jim Harris
Larry Pack
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February 13
Jim Croxton
February 14
JoAnn Pearson
February 15
Ken Royse
Dorothy Willoughby
February 16
Ward Begley
Barbara English
February 17
Kent Furlong
February 19
Caroline Spencer
February 20
Mark Bigler
Jacob Ellington
Quinn Ellington
February 21
Dirichi Njoku
February 22
Randy Carter
Brianna Trickey
Stefan Trickey
February 23
Arnie Petrus

February
Birthdays
February 24
Winkie Huddleston
Eagan Webb
February 26
Craig Heller
February 27
Kelly Goad
February 28
Merrilyn Calhoun
Sally Calkins
February 29
Carol Wedge

February Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

6:00pm RITI
7:00pm
Theology Pub

9

Fri

3

6

7

8

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Souper Bowl
5:00pm Confirmation
6:00pm Youth Group

11:00am
Circle 3
6:00pm
Cooking
Class

9:00am POPS
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Deacons

9:00am POPS
9:15am Wed Morn
Circle
9:30am Circle 6
6:00pm RITI
5:00pm Youth
7:00pm
Fellowship
Theology Pub
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

10:30am
Morning Prayer

12

13

14

15

17

9:00am POPS
11:00am
Special Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm
Evening Circle
7:00pm Camera
Club

19

21

20

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Confirmation
6:00pm Youth Group

26
8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Confirmation
6:00pm Youth Group

11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
Ministry
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Session

27

16

4

10:30am
Morning Prayer

5

8:30am Fellowship
11:30am
9:00am Children’s
Circle 9
Music
9:30am Sunday
School
9:45am Sunday Circle
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Confirmation
6:00pm Youth Group

Sat

10

11

18

10:30am
Morning Prayer
5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

6:00pm RITI
7:00pm
Theology Pub

22

23

24

25

10:30am
Morning Prayer
5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

6:00pm RITI
7:00pm
Theology Pub

28
Lions’ Club
Pancake Day
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Missions
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The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
February 15 is the deadline for the March 2017
Newsletter. Please send your information to the
church office at info@bgpres.org
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(270) 843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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