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A popular internet meme says, “You can’t upload love, you can’t
download time, you can’t Google all of life’s answers, you must
actually live some of your life.” A full life includes some quiet and
reflective time. Human beings don’t come with a reset button, but
sometimes we need to step back and renew our perspective. If you
are too busy to pray, you are really-and-truly too busy.
Pursuing the devotional life can be intimidating. We mistakenly
feel we have to be experts at whatever we do, but who ever heard
of a spiritual expert? Better to remember that we are all spiritual
strivers, and it is the striving that brings us gain.
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You don’t need to be an expert. We understand God to be
always willing to illuminate the reading of the Bible, as much for the
biblical scholar as for the biblical naïf. Here is a devotional exercise
that simply trusts God, and does not require any special knowledge.
1. Read the passage slowly. The Psalms are a good place to start,
since each Psalm is self-contained.
2. Consider a word of phrase that has caught your attention. Why
is this word or phrase of interest to you?
3. Read the passage again. Ask, ”What am I hearing God telling
me? To what challenge, concern, or joy is this passage
speaking?”
4. Who, or what, needs prayer? Pray briefly about this.
Many in our congregation are sensing that the Holy Spirit is at
work with special power among us these days. Your prayers will
help draw us all together in what’s happening.
And Know You Are Loved,
Matthew
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Christian Education
Faith that ‘sticks’ starts at home.

∙
∙

∙

Preschool Learning Center
Parents of Preschoolers
your help

Rally Day is Sunday September 11!

All who are baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ are welcome to the Table, set by Jesus. It is
important to learn about the Sacrament of Communion, what the Bible teaches, how we as a
congregation celebrate, and most importantly, why we invite all to partake. On Saturday October 1,
from 10:00-12:30, parents and children (at least one parent needs to attend!) will gather in Fellowship
Hall for a special workshop for those in Kindergarten to 5th grade. Although this will be designed
for elementary children, youth in middle school may also attend (must bring a parent also!).
At this Communion Workshop we will study the Bible, play some games and
have stories and activities designed to help enhance both children and parent’s
understanding of the Lord’s Supper. And we will bake the communion bread for
World Communion Sunday, which is the following day. The children participating
will present this bread to the congregation during worship. Lunch will be
provided, and Leslee needs to know you plan to attend so adequate
materials (and food!) are available!. Email her to sign up or for questions,
or call the church office by September 25.
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Confirmation Class will be held this year for all 8th grade and up students
who have not been confirmed. We will also include our High School students as
part of the class, which will meet 9:30-10:20am each Sunday morning beginning
September 18. Our curriculum will be from the Synod of Mid-America, Theoacademy, and will provide a firm Presbyterian and Reformed foundation. Families with youth eligible
will have received direct information about Confirmation, but if you have questions or did not receive
information and feel you should have, please email David or Leslee. Entering the Confirmation process
requires a high commitment over the next months-attendance at class, a fall retreat, service projects
and more. Families with eligible youth should plan to attend a very important meeting on Sunday
September 11, at 10:00am.
Fall start up is for ALL AGES! We will have regular Sunday classes for children age 3 through
adults, 9:30am-10:20am. Gather with us at 8:30am each week for light breakfast and fellowship and
then move to classes. Children in elementary school have Choir and Chimes beginning at 9:00am
each Sunday and then class. Youth have middle school (grades 6-7) and Confirmation/High School
(8th up). Adults have several options:
—Ellis Class: meets in the Conference Room and currently uses
The Present Word materials (Uniform Lesson Series). Teachers
rotate responsibility. Bible study with discussion and all are welcome!
—Christian Thought Class: this group will finish up their DVD study
of the Protestant Reformation. Following this, the Rev. Dr. Matthew
Covington will lead a study on the ‘new’ Catechism, published by the PC
(U.S.A.) in the late 1990’s. This will be an excellent time to learn more
about Reformed Theology and the Presbyterian Church in particular.
—Conversations over Coffee (formerly Parent’s Class) will pick up the
Lambeth Bible Study - looking in depth in a guided meditation at the preaching text for the day.
The group will also discuss future topics/studies.
ALL are welcome to join any adult class. Nurturing and growing faith is for all God’s children, from the
youngest to the oldest. The Christian Education Ministry welcomes suggestions for studies, as well as
individuals who might wish to lead a short term (adult) adult study. See Diane Simmons, Chair of the
Christian Education Ministry.
In addition to Sunday morning, we have an evening Bible Study for six weeks this fall. The Church and
Politics is a Being Reformed study from the PC(U.S.A.). We will gather on Mondays, September
12, 19, 26, October 10, 17 and November 7, 7:00-8:00pm in the Conference Room. Together we’ll explore the Biblical witness and our relationship to our civic life. The focus is the Bible and our Reformed
witness as citizens, rather than the current election cycle! Please register with Leslee Kirkconnell by
September 11 (email or call 270-843-4707). Child care can be provided as requests. Study books are
available for $5, but are not required. If you can’t attend the class, but would like the guide, email
Leslee.
Our recent PC(U.S.A.) General Assembly adopted The Belhar Confession for inclusion in our Book of
Confessions. If you would like to have a copy of the new Book of Confessions, please let Leslee
Kirkconnell know. We will place a bulk order to save (the more we order the less per book). The final
cost will be determined by how many we order, plus a share of shipping. Every Presbyterian family
should have a copy at home!
Have you checked out our Library lately? New items are being added and you can read
up on all the good work God is doing through the church. Each new edition of The
Presbyterian Outlook and Presbyterians Today are available for your reading pleasure.
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Church and Community
PARLOR REFURBISHMENT Several months ago, a Furnishings Committee (Ann Covington,
Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Tom Moody, Wanda Rosdeutscher, Bud Schlinker) gathered to consider areas of the church needing attention. The chief area was the Narthex with its faded and ragged carpet. Happily that area has been made much more inviting with its new floor covering made
possible from Memorial monies for Tom and Doris Yelton. The next suggested area was the Ladies’
Parlor.
After serious evaluation and creative thinking, the Committee principally determined to recover
three sofas and two chairs and to design a new-style window treatment. Bids were secured and
Memorial monies for Virginia Clifford, David and Frances Rabold, David Rosdeutscher, Margaret
Winkenhofer were designated by Session.
The congregation is invited to visit the parlor and enjoy the newly renovated area. To be noticed
are new ceiling tiles, new paint color, re-upholstered furniture, judicious placement of furniture, new
window treatment—in all, a welcoming environment for circle meeting or Session gathering or those
who watch and listen to the services or various kinds of reception. Gratitude is here expressed for
the work of the committee and volunteers, namely Clark and Peggy Carthrae.
HOPE SCANTLIN PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY Do you knit? Do you crochet? If so,
would you like to join the Hope Scantlin Prayer Shawl Ministry? You need not attend any
meetings or pay any dues… All you must do is to lovingly and prayerfully create a shawl
as a tangible symbol of comfort and compassion for one in need. If interested, please
contact Ann Dickey at 270-843-8358.
BUDGET We are now well over half way through our Church budget year. Unfortunately, our
pledged offering receipts are down almost $31,000.00 and our non-pledged offering receipts are
down almost $14,000.00. Please review your giving and do what you can to help bring us
current. At this rate, we could find ourselves with a budget shortfall approaching $77,000.00 plus or
minus. We would then be faced with a need to rather severely cut our ministries and
programs. Let’s don’t go there. We need your full participation.
THE PASTORAL CARE COMMITTEE organization is about complete. The members are: Bob
Bueker, Larry Gildersleeve, Gary Ahrendt, Karol Ahmed and Susan Thomison. The mission of this
committee is to enhance communication between the Congregation and the Pastor and to provide
some confidentiality, if needed, in doing so. If you have cares or concerns that you wish to convey to
Matthew, please do not hesitate to contact any member of the committee, individually or collectively. Good communications are vital to our Church life and each of you are invited to participate.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the
following members and friends of this church
who have recently lost loved ones:
Paul Robinson in the death of his wife Joann
Marilyn Mattingly in the death of her cousins Roma Stanton,
Retha Stanton and Dee Dee Powell
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CONCERT You are invited to a special concert of piano music by
international artist Diane Earle. She is Artist in Residence, Director of
the Music Program, and Professor of Music at Kentucky Wesleyan
College. She is also Music Director at Settle Memorial United Methodist
Church and principal pianist for the Owensboro Symphony Orchestra.
Admission is free. This performance presented through the generous gift
of the family of the late Peggy Pack.

HELP IS NEEDED AND REQUESTED
Time marches on and soon this church will
celebrate its 200th anniversary (April 19, 1819). One way to mark that anniversary is collecting
memories of activities experienced by its members through recordings or writings. THIS IS AN
APPEAL TO LET FORMER MEMBERS HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO REFLECT ON TIMES
WHEN THEY WERE PHYSICALLY PRESENT. WE NEED ADDRESSES OF THOSE
OUT-OF-TOWN FOLK. Please provide names and addresses by calling the church office or
addressing Tom Moody at the church office.
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Youth Ministry
YOUTH & COLLEGE MINISTRY NEWS
SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP meets every Sunday 6-8pm with dinner & games
from 6-7pm in Fellowship Hall followed by discussion/study time 7-8pm. This is for
youth in grades 6-12.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH FELLOWSHIP meets every Wednesday at Spencer’s
Coffeehouse (5-6:30pm). This is a casual discussion group.
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL will resume after Rally Day, which is September 11.
Dear members of The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green,
After much thought and prayer I have accepted a call to be the new
Director of Student Ministries at Trinity Presbyterian Church in Little Rock,
AR. My last day here will be August 31, 2016.
I am very grateful to members of The Presbyterian Church of Bowling
Green for all the support they have given me during my eight years as
your Director of Youth Ministries. This has and will always been my home
church for all my life. My maternal grandparents, Edward and Susie
Jordan, were members here as well as my parents, Ray and Betty Sue
Muffett, were married in this church in 1958, and I was baptized as an
infant here. I have very fond memories of this place and it is where I’ve
learned to know God through Jesus Christ.
It has been a true blessing to serve the youth and college ministries in this
church. The youth and their families have shown me much love over the
years. It is a bittersweet decision to leave, however I am excited about the
opportunity to build a new youth and college ministry essentially from
the ground up. Trinity is a relatively young church and is growing quickly.
They are now at a stage to expand their youth ministry with a full time
youth director. I look forward to this new challenge and adventure in my
life. May God bless you with a bright future and I hope you will continue
to support the youth and college ministry since it is vital for the growth of
young people’s faith lives.
Grace and peace to you,
David B. Muffett
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College Ministry
UKirk Worship meets every Wednesday at 8:15pm
in the sanctuary.
Theology Pub meets Thursdays at 7:00pm in the
Mellow Mushroom party room. Come join us for free
pizza and great conversation.

Financial Report
Financial Summary

Budget
Actual

Year to Date July
2016
450000
400000
350000

388492

342161.61

353100

335357.42

300000
250000
200000
150000
100000
50000
0

Receipts

Expenses

Page 7

Missions

September 3 begins the Season of Peace for the PC
(U.S.A.). This culminates in the Peace and Global Witness
offering, taken on October 2 (World Communion
Sunday). Our gifts to this offering, one of four special offerings in the PC(U.S.A.), are used to promote the cause of peace at home and around the world. 25% of
what we give will stay with The Presbyterian Church for our local peacemaking efforts. 25% will help our
Presbytery in those areas and 50% aids the Presbyterian Mission Agency (the Presbyterian Peacemaking
Program is one area supported by our gifts). Envelopes will be in our bulletins on the first Sunday in
October, but you may give at any time-simply mark your check "Peace Offering." This was formerly the
Peacemaking Offering and has undergone a name change in the past few years. Thank you for your
generosity!
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Session Report
The Session met for its regular meeting on August 16, 2016 in the Church conference room.
These items highlighted the meeting.
After Matthew Covington opened the meeting with prayer the minutes of the last regular meeting were
approved and the business agenda was taken up.
Matthew Covington reported that our membership and attendance are stable. While we have had nine
members who have passed away within the last year and seven to move out of town, we have had
seventeen new people to join our membership.
Leslie Kirkconnell, Director of Christian Education reported that the Church Rally Day will occur on
September 11 with all committees and ministries providing something about their mission so that our
members can more readily see where there is a need to serve. She also mentioned the Fall Bible Study
beginning September 11. The basic topic is “The Church and Politics”, but emphasized that it would
cover what is means to be a Christian in the realm of politics rather than the current election cycle. A
new program for Parents of Preschoolers will be starting up for the purpose of fellowship and support.
Vacation Bible School went well.
The Session was advised by David Muffett that the Montreat trip was a great success, enjoyed by all and
that UKirk and the Theology Pub would be resuming at the end of August.
Tom Moody provided a written report on the meeting of the Presbytery.
There were several Ministry reports. Property reported that the agreement for the HVAC was finalized
with Lyons as the contractor and that the equipment has been ordered and work would begin on or about
August 29. Finance reported that $174,000, ½ of the authorized amount had been drawn from Endowment to pay for the equipment. On a more somber note, our pledged offerings and our unpledged offerings were down and all were urged to take whatever action they could to bring our accounts current.
In the area of Personnel, the Session approved the hiring of Michael Spencer as College Intern for this
year. Worship reported that Advent was approaching and that Lessons & Carols would be presented on
the 11th of December. Fellowship advised that the Pig Pickin’ was a success, with good weather and
delicious food.
The “Elder in the Parlor” selections were made for the upcoming weeks. The Pastoral Care Committee
is organizing and seeking input from the Congregation. If there are cares and concerns that anyone
wishes to be passed on to the Pastor, please contact any committee member.
Business having been completed, the Session meeting was adjourned with prayer.

James D. Harris, Jr.
Clerk of Session

Our church elders: Gary Ahrendt, Pam Bratcher, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Fred
Higgins, Brad Howard, Julia Roberts, Nancy English, Bobby Rabold, Diane Simmons, Margaret Stein, Larry Warden,
Denny Wedge. Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Shannon Dyche, Kim
Ferguson, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Larry Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Wayne Hendrix, Frederica Kernohan,
Nathan Love, Marilyn Mattingly, Donna Meredith, Charlotte Prow, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse, Ann Rudolph, Janet
Schwarzkopf, Diane Simmons, Debbie Trickey, and Judy Whitson.
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September Birthdays
September 1
Catherine Holderfield
September 2
Jan Albert
Doug Humphrey
Russell Moore
Faye Patton
September 3
Bailey Jordan
September 4
Miriam Reber
Linda Skaggs
September 6
Hope Scantlin
September 7
Lawrence Finley
Elizabeth Nade
September 8
John Atkerson
Ellis Johnston
Helen Wells
September 10
Keith Carwell
September 11
Marge McLaren
September 12
Ryan Ballance
Erin Ellington
Jessica Jefferies
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September 14
Charlie Capito
Aaron Carter
Steve Moore
September 15
William Christopher
Ann Huskey
Kyda West
September 16
Bruce Barrick
Diana Bigler
Jean Carson
September 18
Elizabeth Cates
Mary Hills
Walker Johnston
September 19
Cheryl Gregory
Reid Small
September 20
Alex Gaither
Megan White
September 21
Susan Leachman
September 24
Sooky Bennett
September 25
Kathryn Bigler
Helen Bueker
Natalie Lewis
Sarah Mayfield

September 26
Rachel Crocker
Ethan Elliott
Charles English, Sr.
September 27
Jackie Hanks
September 29
Reed Begley
Jane Coverdale
Timothy Small
September 30
Barbara Brindle
Cary Beth Bowen

September Calendar
Sun

4

Mon

5

Fri

1

2

7:00pm
Theology Pub

10:30am
Morning Prayer
Full Fridays
resume

7

8

9

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir
8:15pm UKirk

7:00pm
Theology Pub

10:30am
Morning Prayer

12

13

14

15

16

11:30am
Circle 9

9:15am Wed
Morn Circle
9:30am Circle 6
5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir
8:15pm UKirk

7:00pm
Theology Pub

10:30am
Morning Prayer

7:00pm Study
Class

9:00am PLC parent mtg
11:00am Special
Care
4:30pm
Peacemaking
7:00pm Evening
Circle
7:00pm Camera
Club

19

20

21

22

23

11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
Min
1:00pm CUICHM
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Session

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir
8:15pm UKirk

PLC Potluck
dinner
7:00pm
Theology Pub

10:30am
Morning Prayer

27

28

29

30

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Missions

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir
8:15pm UKirk

7:00pm
Theology Pub

10:30am
Morning Prayer

11
9:00am Fellowship/
Bfast
9:00am Children’s
music
9:45am Sunday
Circle
10:30am Worship
Rally Day
11:30am CE Ministry
3:00pm Piano
concert
6:00pm Youth
Group

18

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Dessert
Auction
6:00pm Youth
Group

Thu

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Deacons

Labor Day/
closed
11:00am
Circle 3

25

Wed

6

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
music
9:30am Combo
Sunday School
10:30am Worship

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am Children’s
music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
6:00pm Youth
Group

Tue

7:00pm Study
Class

26
7:00pm Study
Class

Sat

3

10

6:00pm
Gordoneers

17

24
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
September 15 is the deadline for the October 2016
newsletter. Please send your information to the church
office at info@bgpres.org
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The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270) 843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff
Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Thomas N. Moody
Leslee Kirkconnell
Wayne Pope
David Muffett

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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Richard Barefoot
Steve Moore
Cheryl Gregory
Jim Harris
Dana Patterson
Cedric Whitney
Stuart Kernohan
Ellie Osborne
Michael Spencer

Pastor
Organist, Pastoral Assistant
Director of Christian Education
Choir Director
Director of Youth Ministries
Property Administration
Financial Administrator
Treasurer
Secretary
Clerk of Session
Director, Preschool Learning Center
Custodian
S unday Sexton
Children’s Music
College Intern

