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I hope you will indulge me in a personal matter here. I am sensing
a change in my approach to faith and ministry, and I’d like to try to
explain.
For many years, I have thought of faith in terms of service. We
reflect God’s love by the ways we love one another, and especially
in the ways we love the poor and needy. Many of the most important
moments in my faith life have come in soup kitchens and night
shelters. Our own Room in the Inn shelter ministry has been good
for me. The words of the early Christian leader, Tertullian, resonate:
“See how these Christians love one another.”
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Recently, my faith has deepened. I say that with some hesitation.
But God has surely been working on me. I continue to value service,
but I am more and more drawn to give value to the simple, quiet, and
personal aspects of the devotional life. The gospel message inspires
us to “go out and do,” but it also requires us to think and pray. In
particular, we are to think and pray about how Jesus death on the
cross and his resurrection is a pattern for our own lives.
Crucifixion was brutal. Thankfully, we do not have to bear the
same amount of pain and sorrow ourselves. But all of us face cruelty
and endure hurt. The important thing is that, with Christ, we are
undefeated! Our hope is secure, despite what we see of evil, since
we know that God’s goodness wins.
It is very important that we show our faith to be active. We must
continue to care for each other, and for the poor one in our midst.
But the strength of compassion and the joy of service comes from
trusting God for the rescue of our own souls.
God’s goodness is winning the church. God’s goodness is overcoming our uncertainties and our distress. Hope is flourishing.
The Lord is near.
And know you are loved.
Matthew
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Christian Education
Summer Sunday All-Together Continues. On August 7, Leslee Kirkconnell will
lead a presentation/discussion of communication and Social Media. Everyone needs
this information, as how and where we communicate information is important!
August 14 will be our annual Pig Pickin’ and we won’t have Sunday School at the
church that day. See you at 10:00am for worship, fellowship and feasting!
August 21, 28 and September 4 will be
All-Together Sunday School led by
Leslee Kirkconnell. We’ll study scripture,
enjoy fellowship, work on a mission project
together and more. All ages (nursery
provided for our youngest members).
And light breakfast as well!
Can you cut a reasonably straight line on fabric? Leslee Kirkconnell needs help
preparing some fabric for an upcoming Mission Project. Email her for details! This
is a very simple project
September 11 is RALLY DAY! We gather for breakfast around 9am with our program beginning at 9:30am. Come find out how The Presbyterian Church is active in
and out of the building. More details to come, but mark the date on your calendar and
join us!
Fall Bible Study: For six Mondays during the fall, Leslee Kirkconnell will lead the Being Reformed study The Church and Politics. This
will be an examination of our responsibility as Christians in the realm
of politics. It will not be a discussion of the current political/electoral
situation. The Bible does have guidance for us and indeed some
mandates. Presbyterians have a long history of involvement in political
and civic life, which springs from our Reformed theological heritage.
Come deepen your biblical knowledge as you explore how we are to
be involved. The class will meet 7:00-8:00pm, September 12, 19, 26;
October 10, 17 and November 7 in the Conference Room. There are study guides
available, but they are not required. However, your participation will be enhanced with
their use. They are $5 each and available from Leslee Kirkconnell. (And if you are
unable to join the class, feel free to purchase a study guide to use at home.)
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3-Cents-A-Meal: our collection during meals is helping, and we are about to make
a bigger impact. Currently we challenge the congregation to give 3 cents when here enjoying a meal together, in the special cans placed on the tables. Your coins and bills are
used to supplement our Food Pantry as well as support the national Presbyterian Hunger Program. Each time you give 3 cents, 1 penny goes to the Pantry and 2 pennies go
to our Presbytery, which then forwards that to the Presbyterian Hunger Program. And
those pennies add up quickly! Staring in October, we are going to involve our children
(and you) more directly. Every fifth Sunday (which happens 4 or 5 times each year) our
children will have large #10 cans in worship. They will come around and collect your
3-Cents-A-Meal offering. Ideally you will contribute $2.70 per person per month (30
days). So on October 30, bring your change, your bills, your checks as the children will
be coming to YOUR pew for your contribution.
(In case you wonder, your year-to-date contribution
to October 30 would be $27.36 per person. We only
ask you give what you can and consider setting
aside 3 cents per meal per person for our future
collections).
One of the actions taken by this last General Assembly was the
inclusion of The Belhar Confession to our Book of Confessions. We are
a confessional church and these documents have an important place in
our life and work together. Soon new books will be available for
purchase, and there are discounts available for bulk orders. If you
would be interested in getting a copy of the Confessions, please let
Leslee Kirkconnell know. You can email her and when they are ready,
she will place an order. Generally they cost around $10, plus a portion
of shipping. Likely estimated cost per person is $12, but the final cost
to be determined according to how many we are able to order (the more
we order, the less we pay per copy).
Fellowship in the Park: Join us through August
every Friday evening at Circus Square Park for their
Concert series. Wear your church tee shirts (you can
stop by the office on Sunday or during the week to get
yours, $10) and help us have a large “Presbyterian Corner.” Bring your lawn chair and picnic or enjoy the various food truck options.
Great way to enjoy some good music and fun fellowship. Invite a friend or neighbor!
Get your Tee-Shirt! We have wonderful new tee-shirts for our church-a great way to
say to the community you are a happy member of this church! $10 each available in the
office. We have a limited number, and will order more as needed (but we need a minimum number to get the best price). And they are a fun way to identify the other
‘Presbyterians’ out enjoying the Concerts in the Park!
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Church and Community
LIBRARY NEWS Over the past few years, various books were given to the
library, that are great books, but not the category fitting the Churchʼs Library. Many
were shared when we tried the share a book idea. It was to bring a book and take a
book. Many brought, but did not take in return. There are books on a variety of topics.
For the next three Sundays: July 17, 24 and 31 these books are on the credenza
between the doors of Fellowship Hall. Feel free to browse and take any you would
like. Those not taken will be given to the BG/WC Library book sale.

THE PROPERTY MINISTRY reports that they are reviewing the three bids for our
air-conditioner system replacement, and hope to be able to present a recommendation to the Session at the next meeting.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the
following members and friends of this church
who have recently lost loved ones:
Nancy Carwell in the death of her brother Cordell Hart
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PIG PICKIN' Mark your calendars
to join the congregation for our annual
Pig Pickin'! Sunday, August 14th,
at 10am at the Beard Pavilion.
Please bring a vegetable/salad (A-M)
or a dessert (N-Z) to share. Want to
help out with the event? Want to learn
why the fellowship committee=FUN?
Please contact Margaret Stein
at 270-779-2579 or
margaret_f_stein@hotmail.com.
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Youth Ministry
YOUTH & COLLEGE MINISTRY NEWS
SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP will resume on August 21. We’ll meet every
Sunday evening starting with Jr Highs 5-6pm, combined dinner & games 6-7pm,
and High School 7-8pm.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH FELLOWSHIP meets every Wednesday at Spencer’s
Coffeehouse (5-6:30pm). This is a casual discussion group.
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL will resume after Labor Day.
PIG PICKIN’/MONTREAT SUNDAY AUGUST 14. We’ll celebrate our annual
Pig Pickin’ at the Beard Pavilion (1061 Garvin Lane) at 10am. Our youth will lead
the worship service themed from this year’s Montreat Youth Conference.
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College and Youth Ministry
UKirk – WKU will be gearing up for the
Fall Semester in August!
Theology Pub will resume at Mellow Mushroom
on August 25 at 7:00pm and will continue throughout
the semester every Thursday at 7pm at Mellow.
Wednesday Night Worship will resume at 8:15pm on August 24 and will meet
every Wednesday in the sanctuary.

Financial Report
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Presbyterian Women
PW Profile—Carol Haskins Wedge
Carol Wedge was awarded an Honorary Life
Membership by the Presbyterian Women of The Presbyterian Church in Bowling Green on June 12, 2016.
The Honorary Life Membership ( HLM ) program was
established nationwide in 1912 to honor faithful service to
women’s groups and to the church. The first award given
by the Bowling Green Church PW was presented in 1948.
Carol is the 45th woman from the BGPC to be honored. Carol received a personalized HLM certificate and
a gold membership pin that symbolizes values held dear
by PW: “hands” that build an inclusive community of
PW, a “leaf” for growth and faith in Jesus Christ, a “dove”
that indicates PW’s work for personal and world peace,
the “cross” that represents Christ at the center of our
lives, and the “butterfly,” a symbol of newness in
Christ. Carol also received a special diamond and seed
pearls “traveling” pin donated to PW by Tom Moody. The
pin belonged to Tom’s grandmother and his mother.
Carol grew up in Gallipolis, Ohio, just across the river from Point Pleasant, W. Virginia, Denny’s
hometown. As Carol tells it, in high school “a good girl could never cross the river to date one of the Point
Pleasant boys.” So she didn’t, but that didn’t keep the two from meeting. The summer after Carol graduated
from high school, she met Denny, a junior at Western Kentucky University, at a Bob Evans drive-in in
Gallipolis. They were introduced by mutual friends. Denny was the one who had crossed the river! This
meeting began a courtship that culminated in their marriage on July 4, 1964. Between their initial meeting and
marriage, Carol spent two years at Marshall University and then transferred to Alabama, graduating in
1962. Denny, two years older, played football at WKU and graduated in 1961 with both a Bachelor’s degree
and a Master’s.
After their marriage, Carol and Denny headed to Miami Springs, Florida, to teach, she third grade and he
high school. Denny also coached both football and basketball. “I loved those little ones,” Carol says. “Children
of that age have settled into the school routine and are such a joy to work with. I couldn’t have chosen a better
age.” Son Paul was born in November of 1966, and Carol quit teaching. By February of 1967, Denny was in
the insurance business and both he and Carol were ready to re-locate. They chose Bowling Green, KY, and
moved north. Unfortunately, they had a great deal of trouble finding a place to live, so Carol and Paul stayed in
Gallipolis with her parents while Denny began work in BG. He finally found an apartment for them in Knox
Manor, and they moved there temporarily. Carol remembers the frustration of finding a home: “Bowling Green
was small then, and there were very few apartments or rental homes.” Eventually, they found a lot in Shawnee
and built a house across the street from Joel and Betty Brown. “That,” she says, “was the beginning of a friendship that still exists.”
During both the time they lived in Florida and their first year in Bowling Green, the Wedges were looking
for a church home. They had been raised Baptist, married in a Baptist Church, and sought out Baptist churches in both Miami Springs and Bowling Green. “We just never made the right match,” Carol sighs. They had
tried the Presbyterian Church in Florida and found the minister to be “wonderful.” So it was natural for them,
not finding a match with Bowling Green Baptist churches, to try The Presbyterian Church. They joined TPC in
1967, a few months after moving to town, and they have been here ever since.
(cont. next page)
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Carol immediately began teaching Sunday School, first with the three and four-year olds. “What energy
that took,” she laughs. During those early years in the church, she and Denny taught and worked with about
every level of young people at TPC: elementary, junior high, high school, and college. Carol remembers those
years fondly: “We had so many children and young adults then, and they were fun and energizing. Denny and
I spent many weekends with college kids for several years. I remember working with Julia and Dick Roberts
and the enthusiasm they brought to the college kids.” During this busy time in their lives, Denny, who has
served as both deacon and elder several times, established himself in the insurance business and daughter
Julie was born in November, 1968 — on her daddy’s birthday! Son David (now deceased ) was born in
1973. The Wedges also have 6 grandchildren, 4 in Bowling Green and 2 in Louisville.
Carol directed Vacation Bible School, served as interim Director of Christian Education, and Moderator of
Circle 9. “Liz Steen,” Carol remembers, “started Circle 9 for young mothers who would bring their children to
the nursery at the church and then meet, mostly for fellowship during those early years.” Circle 9 is still an
active circle with many dedicated members, but for years now its members have met in their homes for lunch,
Bible study, and fellowship. One Circle 9 tradition of many years is the decoration of the Christmon tree in the
sanctuary. Carol has also been a Deacon and an Elder, both several times, and a member of the Special Care
Committee that meets weekly at the church to discuss the needs of and to pray for members and friends of the
church who are ill or have experienced a death in the family. The committee prepares an after funeral lunch in
the fellowship hall for any grieving family who wishes to participate.
One of the major undertakings Carol helped lead was the Stewardship Program that raised money to tear
down the old Cook building adjacent to TPC and to build the new fellowship hall, Sunday School rooms, and
office area for administrators. The church had previously bought the Cook building and used portions of it for
the church while renting out the bottom floor. Although the original idea had been to continue to incorporate it
into the church and use it, architects determined that it was not feasible to do so. They advised to “tear down
the Cook Building and start fresh.”

Rev. Allen McSween and Dave Kivett were ministers at the time. Carol worked with them and with Jim
Parish, the overall chair of the project. She was instrumental in putting together a “kickoff” dinner/gala/
fundraiser at the Garrett Ballroom on the campus of Western Kentucky University. Carol’s efforts at “getting
everyone involved” were successful. “Everyone came, “she says, “and they were eager to help get the project
off the ground. “ By the end of the campaign to raise funds, which she coordinated in TPC, enough money had
been pledged and construction could begin. “It was a wonderful time to be involved in the church as we
watched everyone pull together in building, not just for the present, but for the future, “Carol concludes.
When asked what The Presbyterian Church means to her, personally, Carol is firm in her response.
“Why, “she says, “ it’s family! Denny and I moved away from both of our families and for nearly 50 years the
members of TPC have been like family to us. These wonderful people have been with us through many
defining events in our lives, some wonderful, some tragic. I can’t imagine being anywhere else.”

Our church elders: Gary Ahrendt, Pam Bratcher, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Fred
Higgins, Brad Howard, Julia Roberts, Nancy English, Bobby Rabold, Diane Simmons, Margaret Stein, Larry Warden,
Denny Wedge. Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Shannon Dyche, Kim
Ferguson, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Larry Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Wayne Hendrix, Frederica Kernohan,
Nathan Love, Marilyn Mattingly, Donna Meredith, Charlotte Prow, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse, Ann Rudolph, Janet
Schwarzkopf, Diane Simmons, Debbie Trickey, and Judy Whitson.
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August Birthdays
August 1
Lauren Glasser
McClaine Hudson
Ella May
August 3
Dan Brown
Fred Higgins
August 4
Denise Carter
Chuck Coates
King Spencer
Matthew Spencer
August 5
Mike Alexieff
Tucker Carmichael
Myong MacMillin
Susan Murphy
Dan Stelling
Linda Yeoman
August 6
Claire Boggess
Robert Cash
Neil Howell
Wanda Hunt
Bill Krepps
Steve Todd
August 7
Beth Durbin
Terry Flynn
Kalu Njoku
August 10
Charlie Reber
Rebecca Simpson
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Betsy Tyrie
August 12
Maya Lebedinsky
August 13
Reese Polen
August 14
Susan Begley
Sonya Moran
Ryan Kirkconnell
August 15
Ashley Long
Kevin Reber
August 16
Chase Embry
Heather Kessler
Nan Moore
August 17
Annette Ballard
Heather Webb
August 19
Laura Phillips
Brenna Murphy
Dick Roberts
August 20
Andee Rudloff
Ian White
August 21
Janet Strode
August 22
Madeline Davenport
Brad Howard
Sally Wysong
August 23
Ann Covington

Deborah Raymer
August 24
Will Bowen
Matthew Crocker
August 25
Mac Reynolds
August 26
Erin Elliott
August 27
Nathan Love
Lee Truman, Jr.
August 28
Ron Ramsing
August 29
John Stone
August 30
Wayne Hendrix
Heather Higgins
Heather Zeller
Michael Zeller
August 31
Della Bruch
Judy Clark
Landen White

August Calendar
Sun

Mon

1

7

8

9:30am
Enhanced
Fellowship
10:30am Worship

Tue

Wed
5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

9

10

11

12

13

10:00am Staff
planning mtg.
11:00am
Special Care
7:00pm Camera
Club
7:00pm Evening
Circle

PLC Open House
5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

PLC Open
House
City/Warren
Co. Schools
start

10:30am
Morning
Prayers

Presbytery in
Henderson

18

19

20

15

16

17

PLC starts
classes

11:00am
Special Care
11:00am
Finance Min.
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Session

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

21

22

23

24

11:00am
Special Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Missions

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

30

31

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

28
8:30am Fellowship
9:30am Combo
Sunday School
10:30am Worship

29

5

Sat

11:00am
Special Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Deacons

10:00am
Pig Pickin’

4

Fri

3

14

8:30am Fellowship
9:30am Combo
Sunday School
10:30am Worship

Thu

2

6

10:30am
Morning
Prayers
5:00pm Gallery
Hop

10:30am
Morning
Prayers

25

26

27

10:30am
Morning
Prayers
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The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
August 15 is the deadline for the September 2016
newsletter. Please send your information to the church
office at info@bgpres.org
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www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff
Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Thomas N. Moody
Leslee Kirkconnell
Wayne Pope
David Muffett

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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Richard Barefoot
Steve Moore
Cheryl Gregory
Jim Harris
Dana Patterson
Cedric Whitney
Stuart Kernohan
Ellie Osborne

Pastor
Organist, Pastoral Assistant
Director of Christian Education
Choir Director
Director of Youth Ministries
Property Administration
Financial Administrator
Treasurer
Secretary
Clerk of Session
Director, Preschool Learning Center
Custodian
S unday Sexton
Children’s Music

