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Are we laying bricks, building a wall, or raising a cathedral? In a recent
devotional, our Session thought about how all three activities might actually
describe the same work. The difference is in perspective. Laying bricks
describes a specific activity, but the perspective is limited. Building a wall
is an accurate description of what a builder might be doing but it, too, is
limited. The majestic claim, “I am raising a cathedral!” expresses energy,
excitement and vision. We’d all like a piece of that!
The Christian Education Ministry has developed an illustration for visioning. Imagine a pie (or a circle) cut into three pieces. The largest piece
is Mission. The other pieces are Celebration and Information. See, we’re
not just laying bricks!
Our mission, that is: whom we serve and why we serve them is the
major piece of any effort. The church is not here to exist as an institution,
but as a way to meet needs. But our mission must be accompanied by
information about “when, where, why, and how” so people can know details
of how to be involved. And people need to celebrate. Celebration is the
expression of joy in our ministry together. It is the theological element of
our work, since union and communion in Jesus Christ is the root of our
ministry and the joy of our hearts.
Churches everywhere need to think about purpose and process in
these days. Societal change and, especially, technological changes have
made it critical for churches to make creative adaptations.
You can help. You can pray. Prepare yourself, through prayer, to be
raising a magnificent cathedral instead of just plodding along and just
laying bricks.
Pray:
That the leaders of our church will be inspired, and that they will see
clearly how the Holy Spirit of God is directing us to Mission, Information,
and Celebration.
That our worship and ministry will personally engage each of us.
That, in our ministry, we will connect at depth with people instead of
just planning programs for them to attend.
That more people, and different people, will feel invited to join in
what we are doing together.
That our faith will show itself in the peace we feel, the hope we have,
the kindness we extend, and the generosity of our spirits, to the glory of
God in Christ.
And know you are loved.
Matthew
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Christian Education
Vacation Bible School is just a few weeks off! The time to
register is NOW! Click here for the registration form-one is
needed per child. All children who will be 3 years by July 31
through rising 5th grade are eligible.
We will gather 5:15-8:00pm June 19-22 at Christ Episcopal
Church. Living Waters for the World curriculum will help us explore different countries where clean water systems have been
installed. The Bible stories will guide our journey as well.

Volunteers are needed for VBS! Group leaders, crafts, recreation and
more! Click here for the link to see what is needed and to sign up. Even if
you are available only one evening, we can use you! Note that all volunteers
are required to attend a training session on Saturday June 18 beginning at
10:00am. This is to comply with our Child Protection Policies as well as working to set up some areas for our Sunday evening start! Nursery for children
under three is provided for volunteers while they work in VBS.
July 8 Game Night is also an Ice Cream Social! July is National Ice
Cream Month and we are going to CELEBRATE! Come to Fellowship Hall at
6:00pm with a finger food appetizer and your favorite Ice
cream topping. We’ll eat, play games and make our own
Ice cream treats! We’ll have homemade ice cream here,
just bring your favorite topping!
Children’s Church has concluded for the summer. We’ll begin again
after Rally Day. Loving nursery will be provided for children up to rising
Kindergarten, as needed. All children are welcome in worship and there are
Chidlren’s bulletins available in the Narthex.
Our summer Sunday morning schedule will be a bit different from July 3-August 7.
Come at 9:30 for fellowship and intergenerational Sunday School. Each week (July 3 will be
fellowship and light breakfast only) we will enjoy a time to visit and a speaker. Our schedule
is being finalized, but will include some topics such as
The Church and Social Media (led by Leslee Kirkconnell);
speakers from some of our local mission agencies and
one of our Presbytery’s commissioners to General
Assembly. These will be a great time to hear about
different topics in a relaxed setting. Have children?
Our nursery will be open for our youngest members
and we will have a special table with activities for older
children.
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Parents of youth in 8th grade and higher! Confirmation Classes
begin Sunday September 18, 9:30am. We have a calendar of events
prepared and if you did not get one at our recent meeting, please contact David Muffett or Leslee Kirkconnell. Youth in 8th grade, as well as
older youth who have not participated in Confirmation, or who wish to
join as a refresher/update are welcome. Please know that those who
participate must make attendance at class and other events a priority!
Confirmation will be on Easter Sunday 2017. Our curriculum will be an
excellent video series from the Synod of Mid-America, along with supplementary materials. All
participants will write a personal statement of faith to be presented to the Session next March
ahead of public affirmation of faith. If there are youth who have not been baptized, that can be
arranged as well.

Pentecost was a fun day of celebration! We rededicated ourselves to our Pastor and to
each other, and we offered prayers for the church. Thanks to all who wrote prayers and wove
them onto our looms. Some of the prayers include: “May our love expand. Weave the spirit
through us every hour! That all peoples will know God’s love. May we be more Christ-like day by
day. May we grow in faith and faithfulness. May we learn to love you more and serve you better.
May we love the Lord our God with all our soul, body, and mind. Prayers for spiritual and physical health for all. Prayers for a spirit of peace in our church, community, nation and world. Prayers for unity and peace to focus on God. Energy, love, joy. For our children and youth.” With
one heart, let us continue to lift prayers for each other, for our church leaders, our congregation,
our nation and more.
We continue to collect items for Vacation Bible School!
Here is an updated list:

Also needed are decor items.
(Will be lovingly cared for!)
If you have visited any of these
countries and have items you
would be willing to lend us for
VBS, please bring to the church
by June 10:
Haiti, Ghana, Honduras, Cuba.
Please mark with your name
and plan to pick up from the
church following VBS. If you
have pictures from these countries, consider selecting some
we can print and hang - just
bring Leslee Kirkconnell a
thumb drive!

-Empty, dry 16 oz water bottles with lid, label removed
-1/4 inch width ribbon spools in bright colors
-bags of whole bean coffee
-Rolls of colorful craft tape (duct tape/washi tape)
-chenille stems (pipe cleaners)
-roll of sticky-back magnetic tape
-slick, colorful wrapping paper (any-Christmas, birthday, etc)
-black elastic string rolls
-Goldfish
-Animal Crackers
-Dixie Cups
-coffee filters
-Newspaper
-Clean paper grocery bags (folded)
-Sharpie markers in many colors
-rolls of 12” foil tape (looks like shiny duct tape)
-1/4 dowel rods cut into 6 inch lengths
-water balloons
-Empty, dry 1 gallon (approx) water jugs (Deerpark)
(small versions of the big 5 gallon jugs)

Page 3

Church and Community
Vacation Bible School 2016: Water All Around the World
Sunday–Wednesday, June 19-22
Dinner for participants and volunteers 5:15-5:45pm
VBS for children 3 years of age-5th grade 5:45-8:00pm
The theme for this year is Water All Around the World. We will be learning about
the ways in which access to clean water (or lack of access!) affects the lives of
children in many parts of the world. We'll also learn about the ministry of Living
Waters for the World, the water purification project that is providing safe water for
many people in places where the water supplies are contaminated. Each day,
we'll look at a bible story that tells of God's use of water, and hear stories of
children in other countries who struggle to have clean water each day. We'll also
learn about a new country each night including Honduras, Ghana, Cuba, and
Haiti. Though we do not charge a fee for VBS, we will be
collecting money throughout to be donated to Living
Waters for the World mission projects.
Visit http://cecbg.com/form.php?pageID=120
for the children's registration link
(must be 3 years by July 31).
To make our plans adequately, please register
by June 10.
-Sunday School classes will continue through the end of
June. Coffee and fellowship time will still be set up in Fellowship
Hall before worship at 10:30am.
-Children’s Church is on break until the Fall.
-In July and August we will have a fellowship hour with guest
speakers at 9:30am, before worship at 10:30am.
-Mark your calendars for the Pig Pickin’, scheduled for
August 14th.
-The church office will be closing on Fridays at noon during
the summer months.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
Robert Haynes in the death of his wife Martha Haynes
To Jim and Lynda Johnson in the death of Jim’s mother
Opal Johnson
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SUPPORT FOR KATIE THOMISON
Katie Thomison, daughter of David and Susan
Thomison and sister of Brad Thomison, sends greetings to her home church. Currently, she
is working at her beloved space: Montreat Conference Center. There, she is employed as
Program Office Assistant and summer clubs camp registrar. This summer’s close will be the
conclusion of those appointments.
Katie has been accepted at Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Fall term, where she
will pursue a Master of Divinity degree. The goal she sees just now for the future is, in her
words: “I love to analyze our church’s place in public policy and current events and to find
ways of adapting it to our new, constantly changing world.” Whether that current goal leads to
National Presbyterian offices or to an individual congregation in youth-oriented work is yet to
be realized.
This congregation is humbly proud that one of its own is pursuing a call to seminary
training. One can think only of a few others: David Alexander, Ryan Sills, Rick Upchurch,
Shannon Perske, Erin Kobs, Trey Meredith.
Prayers abound for Katie’s decision.

— LET THE CELEBRATION BEGIN —
This congregation is going to be 200 years old! Can you believe it?
Yes, Rev. Joseph B. Lapsley and a small band of Presbyterians, principally from Rockbridge County, Virginia, gathered on April 9, 1819 to form
a Presbyterian congregation in Bowling Green, Kentucky. That is a date
worth remembering, thus the reason for starting the celebration early.
A group of interested church members gathered this past month to begin thinking
about the birthday.* Of all the possibilities for celebrating the anniversary was the idea
of oral history. Some are familiar with NPR’s Story Corps, a recording of events or
personal relationships or impacts affecting their lives. That is what is proposed for our
congregation.
We will set up a recording station in the church library on the top floor; we will have
an assistant present; we will ask members to sign up for a time slot; we will invite
members to reflect on various topics of which they were a participant. There may be
some who prefer to write the recollection. All will be gathered into a memory book
for the keeping in our archives.
Summer is a good time to start. Maybe you are a youth, or a fairly new member, or
a bit shy in putting memories on record. We encourage the forgetting of shyness or
hesitation; each person has something to contribute.
Here are some topics to spark participation: impacts of certain pastors and/or
their wives; women’s fundraisers to support missions; certain educational programs;
spiritual growth through services or programs; building projects or renovations;
recollections of weddings; Delafield or Little Rock remembrances; why I became a
Presbyterian; recognition of changes in worship style; stories from Westminster Church;
celebrations of anniversaries in Pioneer Cemetery.
These are suggestions of beginnings for a very important milestone in Bowling Green
history.
*Ann Dickey, Mary Lucas, Sandy Franklin, Marilyn Mattingly,
Peggy Carthrae, Dr. Robert Haynes, Tom Moody
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Session Report
The Session met for its regular meeting on May 17, 2016 in the Church
conference room. These items highlighted the meeting:
-After Matthew Covington opened the meeting and gave the devotion the
minutes of the last regular meeting were approved and the business agenda
was taken up.
-The Clerk reported that the Pastoral Care Committee would have its organization meeting this month. The Buck in a Basket offering for the remainder of May
would be used to assist with the upgrade of the Church security systems. In
June the offering would be dedicated to Clean Water Missions. The Rededication Sunday occurred on Sunday, May 15 with a meaningful reaffirmation of
Matthew’s call to the Church; the call of the Church to Matthew; and our mutual
call and dedication of the congregation to each other.
-Leslie Kirkconnell, Director of Christian Education, advised of the planning
sessions being conducted for Summer Sunday School and that registration for
Vacation Bible School should be completed by June 10. The Living Waters for
the World team leaves on May 23 for Belize.
-Director of Youth Ministries, David Muffett reported that currently there were 10
youth and 6 adults signed up for Montreat. The Theology Pub and UKirk are
recessed for the summer months while most of the college students are away
from Bowling Green.
-The Session was advised that renovation of the Narthex had been completed;
the upgrade of the security system was underway; and the renovation of the
parlor would begin shortly. All renovation was to be paid for by memorial gifts.
-The Session was further advised that certain funds were being shifted to
American Bank and Trust in order to gain a more favorable interest rate and a
resolution was passed requiring the Treasurer and Chairman of Finance to be
signatories on any checks written from that account.
-Business having been completed, the Session was adjourned with prayer.

James D. Harris, Jr.
Clerk of Session

Our church elders: Gary Ahrendt, Pam Bratcher, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Fred
Higgins, Brad Howard, Julia Roberts, Nancy English, Bobby Rabold, Diane Simmons, Margaret Stein, Larry Warden,
Denny Wedge. Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Shannon Dyche, Kim
Ferguson, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Larry Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Wayne Hendrix, Frederica Kernohan,
Nathan Love, Marilyn Mattingly, Donna Meredith, Charlotte Prow, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse, Ann Rudolph, Janet
Schwarzkopf, Diane Simmons, Debbie Trickey, and Judy Whitson.
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Presbyterian Women
PW Spring Luncheon
The Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team held its annual Spring Luncheon at Noon on Wednesday,
May 18, in the Fellowship Hall of TPC. Following lunch, Jana Sublett, Director of the Bowling Green branch of
CASA Kentucky, spoke about the goals of CASA and the need for and responsibilities of volunteers who
serve as court advocates for the most vulnerable youth of Bowling Green. CASA volunteers go through a
lengthy training process that prepares them to interact with students of all ages and economic backgrounds. As Ms. Sublett explained: "CASA is a nonprofit agency that works to prevent child victims of
abuse by providing trained community volunteers to advocate for them in the foster care and family court systems.” Unfortunately, only about 10% of the students who need this help are able to receive it due to a severe lack of volunteers.
Following Ms. Sublett’s presentation, Nancy Moore, Moderator, conducted a Dedication Service for the
2016 Birthday Offering of Presbyterian Women. This year’s Birthday Offering, collected from Presbyterian
Women all around the world, will go to four projects, each designed to “ improve the lives of women and
children around the world today.”
1. Habitat for Humanity East Bay/Silicon Valley to repair manufactured homes for those individuals with
extremely limited incomes
2. High-risk youth involved in the juvenile justice system in Kansas City, Kansas
3.
4. Increasing access to education for girls in the South Sudan by funding the construction of a girls’ school
in Warrap State
Clearly, the Birthday Offering for 2016 does much what CASA attempts to do: "advocate for the most
vulnerable in our world today.” The Dedication Service for the Birthday Offering concluded with PW
members repeating the Prayer of Dedication.
The final activity of the meeting was the Installation and Rededication of PW Officers for the 2016-2017
year, listed below, and the unison reading of the PW purpose: “Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ,
and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to NURTURE our faith through prayer and Bible
study, to SUPPORT the mission of the church worldwide, to WORK for justice and peace, and to BUILD an
inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church and witnesses to the promise
of God’s kingdom."
Nancy Moore announced that Carol Wedge will receive the Lifelong Achievement Award during church
services on Sunday, May 29. Carol joins 45 other women who have been honored with this recognition since
TPC gave the first award in 1948.
PW COORDINATING TEAM FOR 2016-17
MODERATOR:
Donna Meredith
SECRETARY:
Janet Schwarzkopf
TREASURER:
Liza Ahrendt
HISTORIAN:
Marilyn Mattingly
PEACE & JUSTICE/MISSIONS:
Shannon Dyche
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT
& DEVOTIONS:
Peggy Truman
LIFE MEMBERSHIP: Faye Patton
Nancy Moore
Melissa Johnson
SEARCH COMMITTEE: Susan Thomison
Kim Ferguson
Diane Simmons
Moderators of each circle also serve
on the Coordinating Team.
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Youth Ministry
SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP will not meet during the summer. We’ll begin again
after the Pig Pickin’ in August.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH FELLOWSHIP meets every Wednesday
at Spencer’s Coffeehouse (5-6:30pm). This is a casual discussion group.
We will continue to meet during the summer months.
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL will not meet during the summer months.
UPCOMING EVENTS
CITY SIGHTS/CITY LIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION EXPERIENCE. The host church
and date have yet to be determined. This event is sponsored by the WKY Presbytery. A date
should be determined in the next two – three weeks.
HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP TO SOUTH DAKOTA JUNE 11-19 We’ll join over 30
other youth and leaders from WKY Presbytery churches in a mission trip to Pine Ridge
Reservation in South Dakota. Cost is $425 and there’s still room for a few more youth. We’ll
leave from The Presbyterian Church of Henderson on June 11. There’s an overnight stay at a
Presbyterian Church in Nebraska on the way. We’ll be working with a group called Youth
Works, helping out with various duties on the reservation. The return trip will included a trip to
Mt. Rushmore.
MONTREAT YOUTH CONFERENCE 2016 - JULY 16-23.
“A World of Difference” is the theme. Cost $350 with first
deposits of $50 due on February 1. Subsequent payments
of $100 are due March 1, April, and May 1. From the
Planning Team:
The 2016 Montreat Planning Team hopes this conference,
through the work of the Holy Spirit, will make a difference
in your life. This conference strives to create a community
of safe space, where you can gain a deeper understanding
of God. It will allow you to explore differences and similarities together as well as make
connections with neighbors near and far. As you prepare for this experience at Montreat,
the team will be praying for you and your journey here.
David Muffett will be serving on the Theta Planning Team for weeks 3 & 4.
PIG PICKIN’/MONTREAT SUNDAY AUGUST 14. We’ll celebrate our annual Pig Pickin’
at the Beard Pavilion (1061 Garvin Lane) at 10am. Our youth will lead the worship service
themed from this year’s Montreat Youth Conference.
SEPTEMBER 11:
CONFIRMATION PARENT/STUDENT MEETING (8TH GRD & UP)
SEPTEMBER 18: CONFIRMATION BEGINS
NOVEMBER 4-6: FALL YOUTH RETREAT AT CAMP LOUCON
(GRADES 6-12)
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College Ministry
UKirk Worship and Theology Pub will take a break during the
summer months. We’ll resume at the beginning of WKU’s fall
semester.
For more information on our youth and college ministries,
contact David Muffett at david.muffett@bgpres.org .

Financial Report
Financial Summary

Budget
Actual

Year to Date April
2016
300000
261,216
250000

218,321
204,242
200000

195,336

150000

100000

50000

0

Receipts

Expenses
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June Birthdays
June 2
Heather Murphy
Linda Stewart
June 3
Connie DeVries
June 5
Timothy Mauldin
June 6
Marcheta White
June 7
Martha Sue Williams
June 8
Ruben Flynn
June 9
John Gramling
June 10
Julie Barrick
Bettye Brown
June 12
Lilly Fry
Rett English
Beulah Hunt
June 14
Patti Mauldin
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June 15
Lisa Evans
June 16
Marie Mauldin
JAK Njoku
June 18
Lucy English
June 19
Vivien Seidler
June 20
Melissa Johnson
June 22
Eli Algie
Nancy Carwell
Paul Robinson
June 23
Nancy Moore
June 24
Grant Burkeen
Abbey Jefferies
June 25
Ashley Christopher
Marleen Flynn
Connor Moore

June 26
Adam Watson
June 27
Leslee Kirkconnell
Jim Skaggs
June 29
Liza Ahrendt
Franklin Berry
Henry Hulan
Nate Stein
Margaret Watkins
June 30
Laura Mullins

June Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

5

6

7

8

11:00am
Special Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Deacons

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

14

15

11:00am
Special Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Camera
Club

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

20

21

22
5:00pm Youth
Fellowship

5:15pm VBS

5:15pm VBS

11:00am
Special Care
11:00am Finance
Min
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
5:15pm VBS
7:00pm Session

26

27

28

29

11:00am
Special Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Missions

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

9:30am Fellowship
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship

12

13

9:30am Fellowship
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship

19
9:30am Fellowship
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship

9:30am Fellowship
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship

Fri

3

Sat

4

5:00pm Gallery
Hop

9

10

11

High School
Mission Trip to
South Dakota

16

17

18
Habitat build
date

23

24

25

5:15pm VBS
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

30

Page 11

The Presbyterian Church
1003 State Street
Bowling Green, KY 42101
(270) 843-4707

Non-Profit Organization
Permit No. 202
U.S. Postage Paid
Bowling Green, KY

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
June 15 is the deadline for the July 2016 newsletter.
Please send your information to the church office at
info@bgpres.org
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The Presbyterian Church Staff
Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Thomas N. Moody
Leslee Kirkconnell
Wayne Pope
David Muffett

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to Page
the glory
12 of God.”

Richard Barefoot
Steve Moore
Cheryl Gregory
Jim Harris
Dana Patterson
Cedric Whitney
Michael Spencer
Ellie Osborne

Pastor
Organist, Pastoral Assistant
Director of Christian Education
Choir Director
Director of Youth Ministries
Property Administration
Financial Administrator
Treasurer
Secretary
Clerk of Session
Director, Preschool Learning Center
Custodian
Sunday Sexton
Children’s Music

