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At the end of the Gospel of Luke, Jesus appears to his disciples after he has
been raised from the dead. He “opens their minds to understand the scriptures” (Luke 24:45) and tells them to “witness” to others about his suffering, his
death, and his resurrection. You can almost hear the disciples swallowing hard
as they consider the demands of this role. Jesus also tells them “that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed to all the nations.” It’s a tall
order, so Jesus also promises them that they will be “clothed with power from
on high.”
Yes, Clothed with Power from on High
The power from on high is the Holy Spirit of God. We celebrate the gift of the
Spirit to the church on Pentecost. Fifty days after Easter, and ten days after
Jesus’ ascension into heaven, it seems that the Holy Spirit of God really broke
loose in Jerusalem. The disciples and believers were endowed with a special
courage. It was as if the disciples’ tongues were on fire to tell the gospel story.
This first Pentecost is sometimes called the “birthday of the Christian Church,”
because the Spirit inaugurated the church’s ministry and mission that day in the
Holy City. The Spirit is inspirational. If we in the modern church are a little
weary, or don’t feel very strong, we might well say to ourselves, “Hey! I’d like a
piece of that!”
May 15, 2016
A Good Day to Break All Attendance Records
We are planning a big celebration for Pentecost this year, on May 15.
Worship hits a high mark on that day. The service will include opportunities for
re-commitment. Our own Joe Survant, a former poet laureate of Kentucky, is
preparing a special prayer for the occasion. And following worship, we will have
a joyful time of fellowship. We do all of this not merely to observe a date on the
calendar, but to assert and affirm that we feel God’s Spirit at work among us
and we welcome it.
Things You Can Do
We do not necessarily prepare for the Spirit. God’s holiness and power are
unpredictable, and are liable to break out upon us at any time. So, the essential
thing for Pentecost is not to get ready, but rather, to be ready.
Be ready to work for the common good. The Spirit brings “unity in the bond
of peace.” (Ephesians 4:3; I Corinthians 12:7)
Be ready to embrace new ideas.
Be ready to pray for one another and for the church.
Be ready to look for the best in each other, and expect to benefit from each
other since “… there are varieties of service, and of activity, but it is the
same God who activates them in everyone.” (I Corinthians 12:4-6)
And know you are loved.
Matthew
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Christian Education
Vacation Bible School is June 19-22! It is time to register. All
children who will be age 3 by July 31 through rising 5th grade are
welcome to participate. Adult and youth volunteers will also be
needed.
We gather each evening at 5:15 for dinner and then enjoy our program until 8:00pm at Christ Episcopal Church.
Volunteer sign up for Vacation Bible School is now live! Go to
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F094AA9AB2CA7F49-water or visit our website. Questions?
See Leslee Kirkconnell.
Water All Around the World is our curriculum from Living Waters for the World. We will learn
about water and mission as we study the Bible. Great fellowship for all!
Adult Sunday School All-Together will be Sunday May 15 in Fellowship Hall. Our Living
Waters for the World Mission team will be doing a special presentation about their trip and
about the program that is so important to us and to those they help. Come gather at 8:30 for
fellowship and light breakfast and then stay for our special time together.
May 15 is PENTECOST when we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit to the Disciples and recognize the beginning of the Christian Church! We will be having a
special birthday celebration following worship in our Fellowship Hall, complete with
food and fun. This will not be a meal, but a time of light refreshments and some celebratory activities for all ages. Wear your best red and join us!
Pentecost is also when we collect the Pentecost Offering, one of four
special offerings of the PC(U.S.A.). A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the
church encourage, develop, and support its young people, and also address
the needs of at-risk children. 40% of the Pentecost offering will stay in our
congregation to address the needs of children-at-risk. The remaining 60% is
used to support ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. Our 40% has in
the past provided needed funding to USpiritus and Buckhorn. The graphic
illustrates where our Pentecost dollars go. We appreciate your generous gifts
to this important offering. Envelopes will be in your bulletin on the15th or you
may simply mark your check ‘Pentecost Offering.’
Plan to join us for Game Night! Friday May 20, 6:00 until…. Bring a
finger-food appetizer and your favorite board game (although there will be
fun options available, along with someone to teach you!). This is an all
church event - all ages together. Come when you can, leave when you
must. Food, fun, fellowship-invite a neighbor or friend to join us! Leslee
and Glenn Kirkconnell are hosting this and we want YOU to join us!
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See Leslee with any questions.
Children’s Church will break on May 1 and May 8, so our children can participate in
Communion (May 1) and be present for Graduate Sunday (May 8). May 29 will be the last
Children’s Church until fall, and we welcome and encourage children of all ages to participate
in worship. Loving nursery care is available for children up to rising Kindergarten when children’s church is not available.
Your Christian Education Ministry is currently working on
evaluating, dreaming, planning for the future. We have a strong
foundation here and are working to make sure it stays strong and
grows even stronger! Please pray for our church and all its ministries. God is breathing new life here and your prayers will help us
discern where God may be calling.

Spring is a great time to clean house! If you have household items (clothing/shoes too)
to donate, consider giving them to Cecelia Memorial Presbyterian Church. On May 21 they are
holding a FREE RUMMAGE GIVEAWAY to the needy of our community. They would love to
have what we no longer need (but is still usable!). Smaller items/clothes may come to our
church and will be picked up. If you have larger items (furniture/appliances) please call
Lovelyn, 619-368-2103, to find out about pick up/drop off options. Please donate only items in
good working/wearing order!
DATES FOR THE CALENDAR (some are mentioned above, but repetition is good):
Christian Education Ministry - Sunday May 1, 11:30; CE Ministry Planning, Sunday May 15,
2:00pm; Leslee gone to Montreat, May 2-7; Youth/Adult together Sunday School, 9:30 May
2016 Vacation Bible School Donation List - please bring these items to the office by June 10.
-Empty, dry 16 oz water bottles with lid, label removed
-Newspaper
-1/4 inch width ribbon spools in bright colors
-coffee filters
-bags of whole bean coffee
-Goldfish
-Rolls of colorful craft tape (duct tape/washi tape)
-Animal Crackers
-chenille stems (pipe cleaners)
-Dixie Cups
-roll of sticky-back magnetic tape
-water balloons
-slick, colorful wrapping paper (any-Christmas, birthday, etc)
-black elastic string rolls
-Clean paper grocery bags (folded)
-Sharpie markers in many colors
-Rolls of 12” foil tape (looks like shiny duct tape)
-1/4 dowel rods cut into 6 inch lengths
-Empty, dry 1 gallon (approx) water jugs (Deerpark) (small versions of the big 5 gallon jugs)
-Empty, clean 1 gallon milk or water jugs
Also needed are decor items (will be lovingly cared for!). If you have visited any of these countries
and have items you would be willing to lend us for VBS, please bring to the church by June 10:
Haiti, Ghana, Honduras, Cuba. Please mark with your name and plan to pick up from the church
following VBS. If you have pictures from these countries, consider selecting some we can print
and hang - just bring Leslee Kirkconnell a thumb drive!
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Church and Community
PENTECOST is May 15 and it will be a big day! Wear red or yellow or orange and come
join us for a special presentation by our Living Waters for the World team at 9:30 (all adult/
youth meet together). Immediately following worship we will have a special Pentecost celebration in Fellowship Hall. Come celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the 'birthday' of the
church!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: On May 20, the church will host a Game Night, from 6:00pm
until…. Bring finger food and a game to share. All ages are welcome!
ART EXHIBIT Our current exhibit features artwork by Hayley Young. A portion of any
sale proceeds will be given by the artist to our Food Pantry and the International Center. This
show will run through June 3rd.
SUMMER SCHEDULE Our Summer Schedule begins on Sunday, June 5 and will continue through ‘til Pig Pickin’ on August 14. Worship will be at 10:30am, and a fellowship time will
be available at 9:30 prior to worship. Children will continue with Sunday School through June.
The Christian Thought class will also run through June at it’s usual time. Other Sunday School
classes will be suspended until after the Pig PIckin’.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is coming (June 19-22). Registration and
volunteer information is up and running! Visit our website and click the
links! Leslee Kirkconnell can also answer any questions. All children age
3 (by July 31) through 5th grade should plan to join us!
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY There will be a Habitat for Humanity build date on Saturday,
May 14th. We are seeking 10-15 volunteers to help on that day. Those interested in volunteering can contact Kevin Reber for more information or to sign up: 270-320-2604 or
kevin.reber@fotlinc.com .

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
The family of Sally Ann Strickler
Bill Beard and family in the death of Rosamond Beard
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Missions
ROOM IN THE INN The certificate below was
presented to The Presbyterian Church—David
Coverdale accepting—at a reception for volunteers of the Fall/Winter Room in the Inn program
given at Christ Episcopal Church on Sunday,
April 3rd.
In review, Dawn Maxwell gave recognition to
some 17 churches and leaders/workers who did
such needed service to our community and at
least 119 guests who had shelter and food when
otherwise there would have been stark homelessness.
Some very touching stories were shared:
two of the guests are now in permanent housing;
one guest is now enrolled at WKU; a bonding
spirit among many guests led to a social networking (the sadness of the one death affected
all guests); one guest has now had open heart
surgery in Louisville, having received medical
help through the RITI association. A great
benefit of giving and sharing occurred within
the churches who participated.
Here, heartfelt thanks goes out to all in this
congregation who lent any kind of support to
this much-needed program.

SATURDAY MEALS Our next
Saturday meals is on May 14th.
Volunteers will need to contact
Brianna Trickey through e-mail,
bet_222@yahoo.com or by phone
at 270-847-8582.
CECELIA MEMORIAL
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH is
collecting gently used household
goods, clothes and shoes for a
community assistance event for low
income families, to take place on
May 21st. If you have small items to
donate, you may take them to Cecelia
Memorial (716 College Street) or
leave them at the church office.
VOLUNTEERING AT HOTEL INC.
HOTEL INC, with which we have been
involved for many years, is one of
the most dynamic ministries in the area.
There are a number of volunteer opportunities. Help staff the Drop In Center,
providing job and housing counseling,
showers and laundry, and hygiene
products. Help with the Community
Gardens, teaching people to raise their
own food. Assist with Homeless
Outreach, which we have sometimes
called "the Bridge Ministry." Staff the
Food Pantry, called Manna Mart. Teach
Life Support Programs on budgeting,
GED preparation, cooking, nutrition,
and more. Do Piecemakers quilting.
Assist with the Transitional Housing
Ministry. Details and a volunteer application at: www.hotelincbg.com .
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Session Report

Our church elders: Gary Ahrendt, Pam Bratcher, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Fred
Higgins, Brad Howard, Julia Roberts, Nancy English, Bobby Rabold, Diane Simmons, Margaret Stein, Larry Warden,
Denny Wedge. Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Shannon Dyche, Kim
Ferguson, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Larry Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Wayne Hendrix, Frederica Kernohan,
Nathan Love, Marilyn Mattingly, Donna Meredith, Charlotte Prow, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse, Ann Rudolph, Janet
Schwarzkopf, Diane Simmons, Debbie Trickey, and Judy Whitson.
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Presbyterian Women
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Youth Ministry
SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP will meet every Sunday beginning with the Junior
High study 5-6pm, combined dinner and game time 6-7pm, High School Study 7-8pm. May
22nd will be our last meeting before the summer break. We’ll begin again after the Pig Pickin’
in August.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH FELLOWSHIP meets every Wednesday at
Spencer’s Coffeehouse (5-6:30pm). This is a casual discussion group. We will
continue to meet during the summer months.

UPCOMING EVENTS
YOUTH/GRADUATE SUNDAY MAY 8 On Sunday May 8, we’ll
recognize our 2016 high school graduates in a youth-led service
at 10:30am. This year’s graduates are Francesca Bruni, Samuel
Kernohan, Bryce Phillips, Michael Spencer, and Kalei Valery.
You won’t want to miss this special service! All graduates,
please submit your picture and bio to Cheryl at info@bgpres.org
by Wednesday, May 4th.
PARENT MEETING MAY 8 AFTER WORSHIP. This meeting is for parents of youth in
grades 5 through graduating seniors. We’ll discuss upcoming events for the rest of year.
Please bring any ideas you’d like to have implemented in our youth ministry. Parents of 5 th
graders are especially encouraged to attend. We’d like for your children to be involved in our
summer activities. We promise it will be short since it’s Mother’s Day!
MONTREAT YOUTH CONFERENCE 2016 - JULY 16-23. “ A World of Difference” is the
theme. Cost $350 with first deposits of $50 due on February 1. Subsequent payments of
$100 are due March 1, April, and May 1. From the Planning Team: The 2016 Montreat Planning Team hopes this conference, through the work of the Holy Spirit, will make a difference
in your life. This conference strives to create a community of safe space, where you can gain
a deeper understanding of God. It will allow you to explore differences and similarities together as well as make connections with neighbors near and far. As you prepare for this experience at Montreat, the team will be praying for you and your journey here. David Muffett
will be serving on the Theta Planning Team for weeks 3 & 4.

For more information on our youth and college ministries,
contact David Muffett at david.muffett@bgpres.org .
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College Ministry
Our UKirk Worship Service, Sacred Space, begins at 8:15pm
every Wednesday in the Sanctuary or Chapel emphasizing the beauty
of our sacred worship spaces. The service is contemplative in nature
and lasts about 45 minutes. We utilize the UWorship resource developed by the UKirk Collegiate network. It follows the lectionary and is designed for a semester schedule. The students will use Room 201 for their meeting/fellowship space. The last
UKirk worship for this semester will be May 4. We’ll have study space available for all
college students during finals week with coffee, tea, soft drinks, and snacks.
Theology Pub continues to meet 7pm every Thursday at Mellow
Mushroom. Join us for free pizza and great discussion. Theology Pub will
not meet regularly during the summer. We plan to meet all during May.
Stay tuned for an updated schedule.

For more information on our youth and college ministries,
contact David Muffett at david.muffett@bgpres.org .

Financial Report
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May Birthdays
May 1
John Tower
May 2
Sarah Beth Capito
Matthew Gentry
Mark Patton
May 3
Jamie Whitaker
May 5
Emma Elliott
Vera Gramling
Barbara Howell
May 6
June Rose Garrott
Fred Trickey
May 7
David Sears
May 8
Lynne Atkerson
Gilbert Calhoun
May 9
Kenneth Crocker
Lester Reeves
May 11
Lynda Johnson
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May 12
Addisyn Jackson
May 13
Dot Deloteus
Randy Elliott
Caroline Hudson
B.J. Jordan
May 14
Steve Moore
May 16
John Perkins, Jr.
May 18
John Kernohan
Alicia McFarland
Cathy Reynolds
May 19
Mandane Ennis
Drew Ellington
May 20
Robert Byrd
Alicia Carmichael
Gemma Webb

May 22
Caleb Johnson
Emma Simpson
May 24
Eric Bigler
May 25
Caroline Atkerson
Hart Carwell
May 26
Kathleen Gildersleeve
Pamela Napier
May 27
Mary Clemons
Peyton White
May 28
Matthew Byrd
Willie Byrd
May 29
Sheena Burkeen
May 30
Karen Watson

May Calendar
Sun

1

Mon

2

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

9:00am Children’s
11:00am
Chimes
Circle 3
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Youth Group

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Deacons

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir
8:15pm UKirk

7:00pm
Theology
Pub

10:30am
Morning Prayer

7

8

12

13

Grad. Sunday
9:00am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:30am Sunday
School
9:45am Sunday
Circle
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Youth Group

9

10

11

11:30am
Circle 9

11:00am Special
Care

9:15am Wed Morn 7:00pm
Circle
Theology
9:30am Circle 6
Pub
5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
6:00pm Chancel
Choir at Covingtons

10:30am
Morning Prayer Habitat for
6:00pm
Humanity
Gordoneers
build date

15

16

20

7:00pm
7:00pm Evening
Kerygma class Circle
7:00pm Camera
Club

14

Meals, Inc.

Presbytery mtg.

17

18

9:00am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
7:00pm
Choir
Kerygma class
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Pentecost
Celeb. & Fellowship
5:00pm Youth Group

9:00am Staff Retreat
11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
Min
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Session

11:00am Circle 4
5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

22

24

25

9:00am Children’s
7:00pm
Chimes
Kerygma class
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
2:00pm PLC event/
F Hall
5:00pm Youth Group

23

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Missions

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

29

31

30

Memorial Day
9:00am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Office
Choir
Closed
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Youth Group

19

21

10:30am
Morning Prayer
6:00pm Game
Night

26

27

28

10:30am
Morning Prayer

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
May 15 is the deadline for the June 2016 newsletter.
Please send your information to the church office at
info@bgpres.org

2016

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270) 843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff
Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Thomas N. Moody
Leslee Kirkconnell
Wayne Pope
David Muffett

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to Page
the glory
12 of God.”

Richard Barefoot
Steve Moore
Cheryl Gregory
Jim Harris
Dana Patterson
Cedric Whitney
Michael Spencer
Ellie Osborne
Abby Potter

Pastor
Organist, Pastoral Assistant
Director of Christian Education
Choir Director
Director of Youth Ministries
Property Administration
Financial Administrator
Treasurer
Secretary
Clerk of Session
Director, Preschool Learning Center
Custodian
Sunday Sexton
Children’s Music
College Intern

