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Maybe no one has ever had more reason to
break with his past than did Saul of Tarsus, a persecutor of Christians, who became the Apostle Paul,
the early church’s great missionary.
In Philippians 3:13b-14, Paul writes, … this one thing I do:
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly
call of God in Christ Jesus.
What do those verses say to you? Our church is certainly
pressing on toward its future! I am delighted that we will be welcoming Leslee Kirkconnell and her husband, Glenn, to Bowling
Green so that Leslee can become our new Director of Christian
Education. It was forward-looking for our Session to plan to fill
this position. We look forward to wonderful things. Leslee is experienced and knowledgeable. She joins a strong staff, and
makes us all better.
In Philippians, Paul writes about a “heavenly call of God in
Jesus Christ.” Our future is not merely the creation and presentation of a lot of new programs for the church. As much as we
love our busy church, we need to be aware that busyness isn’t
the point. The point is engagement with God. We are on a spiritual journey together. We are trying to open ourselves to hear
“the heavenly call.” God is good; so we will try to do good
things. The Lord is merciful and loving. The Lord is kind. God’s
Word is truth itself. And in God’s zeal for righteousness, God is
demanding. Our future is to pursue all of these characteristics in
our own lives. Will you help me do it? Can I help you?
I remain devoted to you, and committed to working together.
You may have ideas about how we can “press on for the prize”
in new and wonderful ways. I hope you will speak to me about
this, and about everything that is on your hearts.
Know you are loved.
Matthew
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Church and Community
DINNER AND WORSHIP Join us for Advent Meals on Wednesdays, December 2, 9, & 16 . Dinner is served from 5:15-6:00pm. You are welcome to come
anytime during those 45 minutes. Please make reservations by calling the church
office or marking the pew pad. An Advent worship service follows these meals at
6:05pm. All are welcome!
VESPER SERVICE Already, we see signs of preparation for the coming
Season… so it is also in the church, even though some say it is too early. The
Season of Advent in the church calendar encompasses the four Sundays before
Christmas Day. For a number of years, the organist and musicians of this church
have set aside 4:00pm on the first Sunday of Advent for a gathering of worshipers
around the Word, hymns, and composed music to set our minds toward the anticipated coming of our Savior. Again this year, the invitation is sent forth to mark November 29 on your calendar for the vesper service. Traditionally, the candle-lit
Sanctuary inspires the idea of WAITING…LONGING…PREPARING… in the
sense of “Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL

THE GORDONEERS Christmas party will be Sunday, December 13, at
6:30pm at the home of Betty Jo Beard, 1420 Euclid Ave. Please bring finger
food for the buffet and a Christmas story or memory to share if you wish. All
adults of the congregation and friends are welcome. Those who are not regular
Gordoneers members are asked to call Alicia or Joe McFarland at 270-842-4578
for reservations.
GALLERY HOP Join us on Friday, December 4th at 5pm in the Fellowship
Hall for the last Gallery Hop of the season when we'll be featuring our annual Artworks, Inc. exhibit! ArtWorks is committed to empowering visual artists through
exhibition, educational, and professional opportunities.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
Charles Runner in the death of his mother Wanda Runner
The family of Harold (Hank) Hanson
Mike Zeller and family for the death of his father Robert P. Zeller
Judy Whitson & Donna Wolbe for the death of their aunt Martha McKenzie
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Church and Community
The PLC had a visit from the BG Fire Dept. in October, as
well as a visit to Jackson’s Orchard. We will be visiting the
Jump Air Zone for a field trip in December. We will also be
sharing a Thanksgiving meal the week before the holiday.
We have so much fun at the PLC! Come by the hallway to
see all of our fun crafts. You can also follow us on Facebook
to keep up with our activities.

A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
- December 13 at 10:30am worship-

THE CHRISTMAS PARADE
is Saturday, December 5th.
Join us for a Pre-parade
breakfast that morning at
8:30am. A light breakfast will
be served, and we’ll have
crafts and fun activities in
store. Contact Margaret Stein
at 279-779-2579 or margaret_f_stein@hotmail.com for
more information.

A service of Lessons and Carols was first done in the
late 19th century but later made popular by King's
College, Cambridge, who held their first service in
1918. Readings and music are paired as we recall God's
historic willingness to bless, and the fulfillment of blessing
in the coming of Jesus Christ the Lord.
Music in this year's Lessons and Carols will feature the
Chancel Choir, Children's Choir and Chimes and the Rainbow Ringers along with organ, brass quartet and percussion in a variety of Christmas anthems ranging from traditional carols and solos to a Tanzanian folk song sung in
Swahili. (Halleluiah to the God of Israel. There is no other
god like you.) The brass quartet will join as the congregation raises its voice in worship.

All Saints Day Luncheon (Stewardship)
I would like to thank a group of women who so generously provided
a wonderful lunch for our church family on November 1st…
∙ Gretchen Bettersworth & her lovely Circle 4 for the table arrangements & set up!
∙ Denise Carter, Rachel Crocker, Teri Polen, Beth Pope, Susan Thomison, Diane Simmons,
Karen Kreuzer & Debbie Trickey for the delicious chicken casseroles!
∙ Ann Covington, Carol Wedge, Barbara Grider, Ginger Van Ness, Sandy Franklin, Kim Ferguson & Catherine Reber for the wonderful cranberry congealed salads!
∙ Nancy Moore, Kyda West, Bettye Brown, Nancy Carwell, Charlotte Prow, Marilyn Mattingly &
Janet Schwarzkopf for the delicious cakes!
∙ Mary Evans, Carol Wedge, Cathey Green, Wanda Rosdeutcher & Sandy Franklin for help
serving the food, clean up & keeping the kitchen lively and Fred Kernohan & Kim Ferguson
who stepped in to help with set up!
∙ We also had some nice young men who helped as well...Michael Spencer & Stewart Kernohan
for serving coffee, bringing dishes into the kitchen & just being so kind!
∙ Last, but not least, Gary Ahrendt for running the dishwasher & keeping us in great spirits!
We are truly blessed with a loving & thoughtful church family!
—-Thank you, Donna Meredith
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Missions
FROM LIVING WATERS FOR THE WORLD — Embodying the Gospel in a tangible way. This is indeed
why we are grateful. Because churches like The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green have chosen to
become a part of this unified fabric of diverse people seeking to follow where God leads, emphasizing our
common bond in seeking clean water for all of God’s children. With more than 750 million people still without
access to clean water, there is much work to be done. Ensuring that our water systems (and the relationships that made them possible) are sustainable has become our major focus, even as we seek to answer
the call to help more communities take ownership of their health and well-being. Thank you Presbyterian
Church of Bowling Green for your many years of partnership!
Living Waters for the World (LWW), the clean water ministry of the Synod of Living Waters, PC(USA), has
entered its second 20 years with a deep sense of hope, excitement and gratitude. Utilizing a ‘train the trainer’ model of volunteer empowerment, LWW has now trained and equipped over 1750 volunteers, the great
majority from PC(USA) churches, to work with community partners in 25 nations to install over 650 clean
water systems, impacting the lives of thousands. Former General Assembly Moderator Neil Presa, who has
often lifted up LWW as an example of what is working in the mission field, recently had this to say: “At their
training academy, there were folks not only PC(USA), but also Methodists, United Church of Christ, Mennonite, non-denomination, and Evangelical Presbyterian Church. Theologically and politically diverse, but
united in evangelism and justice, offering spiritual food and embodying the Gospel in a tangible way.”

KROGER COMMUNITY AWARDS
Kroger has a wonderful Community
Rewards program in which they donate
1% of total purchase to a charity of your
choice. Our pantry is a beneficiary of this
program. Please sign up and assist our
pantry. The winter months are upon us
and the people needing assistance will
increase. On an average month, our pantry provides assistance to 125 people.
The following are instructions to help you
sign up for the Community Rewards
Program.
• Go to Krogercommunityrewards.com
• Click on sign in/register
• Most people are new online customers,
so they must click sign up today, in the
new customer box.
• Sign up for a Kroger's Rewards
account, by entering your zip code, clicking on favorite store, entering your
e-mail address and creating a password
and agreeing to the terms and conditions.
• You will then get and e-mail. Click on
the link provided.
• Click on edit Kroger Community
Rewards. You will need your Kroger's
Plus card and the church pantry number.
The church’s pantry number is 56333.
—Thank you for signing up and helping
the pantry out. If you need any further
assistance, please contact Debbie Trickey.
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Presbyterian Women
PW Profile - Debbie Trickey
The Hospitality Lady
It's 8:30 on Sunday morning. A woman is unloading canned goods from her
car onto a kitchen cart. She wheels the cart across the parking
lot and onto the street, across to and over the curb, and into the church. She is
Debbie Trickey, once more, restocking pantry shelves with
canned goods purchased from the church food pantry budget, a yearly benevolence supplemented by individual monthly contributions.
As a dietitian Debbie has built her life around hospitality to
strangers, working first in restaurants in California, and later shifting
to her current career as a dietitian in nursing homes. Debbie doesn't preach "Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.*" She lives it.
When Debbie was twenty-one, her mother died of cancer at age forty-nine. At the time the family was
living in Palo Alto, California. Life was yet young; her twins, Brianna and Stefan would not enter the world
until 1990. Debbie wanted to do something to honor her mother, but the time wasn't right. Not until after
Deb's family had moved to the family farm in Auburn, Kentucky in 1996 did this desire to honor her mother
happen.
One day, in conversation with two friends, she mentioned an idea to serve Thanksgiving
dinner
to strangers, because her mother had always loved Thanksgiving for its delicious hospit-ality. Imagine their
reaction in 1998. "That's a great idea! Let's do it." Little did they know then, how this ministry would grow.
With the help of her two friends, the first Logan County community Thanksgiving dinner opened its
doors at First Presbyterian in Russellville to about 100 guests. Today that ministry
anticipates serving
1000 people, with a sit down dinner at First Presbyterian and a take out center at Stevenson Elementary
School. The two friends, now gone, have been replaced by a community board that oversees fundraising,
publicity, food purchases, set up, service, and clean up.
With a grand-father as a Presbyterian minister, Debbie is solidly Presbyterian, which she sees as a
thoughtful and inclusive denomination waiting on God's will to present itself. She credits her dad for living
a life of faith and instilling it in her.
In spite of a few curve balls from life, Debbie has maintained a steady course, especially
during
the frightening cancer diagnosis for Brianna in 2006 until Brianna was declared free of cancer. Everyday,
Debbie rises early on the farm and prepares for her drive to Pembrook Nursing home. "I see to people's
health through nutrition. It's serious chemistry." But she does it because she enjoys caring for people and
sees food as a gift.
It's her life's work, this taking care of others. Just ask her family which now includes two grandchildren,
Stefan's son Grayson (4) and his daughter Layla (1). Brianna may have inherited the hospitality gene, as
well; she is our church liaison for Saturday Meals as of 2015 and often helps load the church food pantry
shelves. And then there's Parker, the dog, that iron-ically was found in a grocery parking lot. Debbie
brought Parker home to the family, where Parker learned that dogs matter too because Parker is allowed a
whole bed to herself when lights go out in spite of all
efforts to convince Parker of the joys of sleeping in a proper dog bed. Indeed, Debbie has a soft spot for life, for strangers, for friends, for family, and apparently for lost puppies.
*Hebrews 13:2

— Diane Simmons

Page 5

Session Report
SUMMARY OF SESSION BUSINESS
November 17, 2015
Your session unanimously approved a salary and benefit package of $64,868 to offer
candidate or DCE, Leslee Kirkconnell. Elders and members of the search committee
spoke highly of her credentials. The offer will be presented to Mrs. Kirkconnell as
soon as necessary personnel procedures are completed.
Elders received the resignations of Dr. John Fitts and Rev. Jim Johnson. Due to the
resignation of Dr. John Fitts from session and chair of finance, Jim Harris has agreed
to chair the finance committee. John Grise, Jim Harris, and Dr. Matthew Covington
commended Dr. Fitts' service and devotion to the church, each having spoken to Dr.
Fitts personally. Dr. Fitts noted disappointments with leadership while emphasizing his
deep historical roots within the church family and desire to remain a church member.
Rev. Johnson expressed a desire to sit with his wife Donna during worship, to see
more of his family, and play more golf. Elders applauded his service to the church
during the year.
The Christian Education report listed many advent initiatives which will appear in the
church calendar: caroling Dec. 13, Christmas parade breakfast, intergenerational
Sunday School, Advent devotionals, youth and college events, children singing in
Lessons and Carols worship Dec. 13. The Fellowship Ministry is organizing Advent
dinners. The catered meals will cost $8 per adult, $5 per child, and $20 per family.
Prior to the intergenerational Sunday School hour, Blakey Hayes will provide breakfasts (pancakes, french toast, breakfast casserole, and hot biscuits). A sign up list for
fellowship activities can be found in the lobby beginning November 22nd.
The Property Ministry is working with Hale Roofing to repair leaks in the roof, work
that cannot proceed until the roof dries out. Tom Cooper repointed some brick and
replaced some rotting wood and sealed some joints near a gutter. Tom Moody has
instituted a check list of daily and weekly maintenance and janitorial tasks, which is
proving to be helpful. The finance ministry recommended payment of $9000 as the
church's United Giving contribution to the Presbytery, a recommendation approved
unanimously.
New officers will give their faith statements at the next session meeting, December
15. The meeting will be at the Covington's home.
Lost: Square, woven wooden basket. Hinged lid, with handles, two tier divider
inside. Was lost at the Habitat for humanity desert auction. Please call Frederica
Kernohan 270-991-7904 if found.
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Financial Report
Financial Summary

Budget
Actual
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Our church elders: Gary Ahrendt, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Julia
Roberts, Nancy English, Steve Todd, John Grise, John Fitts, Bobby Rabold, Michael Spencer, Margaret
Stein, Susan Thomison and Larry Warden.
Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Megan Algie, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Shannon Dyche,
Kim Ferguson, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Anna Sue Heller, Todd Hudson, Frederica Kernohan, Donna
Meredith, Charlotte Prow, Nick Rabold, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse, Diane Simmons, Debbie Trickey, Ginger
Van Ness, Kyda West and Judy Whitson.
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Youth Ministry
SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP will meet every Sunday beginning with the
Junior High study 5-6pm, combined dinner and game time 6-7pm, High School Study
7-8pm.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH FELLOWSHIP meets every Wednesday
at Spencer’s Coffeehouse (5-6:30pm). This is a casual discussion group.
PAST EVENTS:
FALL YOUTH RETREAT AT CAMP LOUCON This annual event is sponsored by
the Presbytery of Western Kentucky. It was held November 6-8. For youth in grades
6-12. This year’s theme was “Runaway” based on the stories of Jonah in the Bible. We
had a total of 16 attend from our church 11 youth/5 adults. We had the largest contingent in the total group of 52 (5 churches).
UPCOMING EVENTS:
ANGEL TREE Once again, our youth ministry will sponsor
McNeill Elementary families on our Angel Tree. The tree will go up on
the first day of Advent, November 29. Wrapped gifts with the Angel
name and number should be returned to the church by Friday, December 18. The gifts will be delivered on Saturday, December 19.
2016 HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP will be to Pine Ridge Reservation in South
Dakota. The trip is for rising 9th graders – graduated 12th graders. It’s sponsored by the
Presbytery of Western Kentucky and will run from June 11-19. Cost is $425. Registration deadline is January 4 with first deposit of $125. Additional payments of $150 due
February 15 and April 15.
MONTREAT YOUTH CONFERENCE 2016 - JULY 16-23. “ A World of Difference”
is the theme. Cost $350 with first deposits of $50 due on February 1. Subsequent payments of $100 are due March 1, April, and May 1. From the Planning Team: The 2016
Montreat Planning Team hopes this conference, through the work of the Holy Spirit,
will make a difference in your life. This conference strives to create a community of
safe space, where you can gain a deeper understanding of God. It will allow you to
explore differences and similarities together as well as make connections with neighbors near and far. As you prepare for this experience at Montreat, the team will be
praying for you and your journey here. David Muffett will be serving on the Theta
Planning Team for weeks 3 & 4.
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College Ministry
Our UKirk Worship Service, Sacred Space, begins at
8:15pm every Wednesday in the Sanctuary or Chapel
emphasizing the beauty of our sacred worship spaces.
The service is contemplative in nature and lasts about 45
minutes. We utilize the UWorship resource developed by
the UKirk Collegiate network. It follows the lectionary and
is designed for a semester schedule. The students will
use Room 201 for their meeting/fellowship space.
Attendance averages around 6.
THEOLOGY PUB continues to meet 7pm every Thursday
at Mellow Mushroom. Join us for free pizza and great
discussion. Attendance averages around 12-15.

MONTREAT COLLEGE CONFERENCE
JANUARY 2-5, 2016
We’ll join 1,000 college students from across
the country for this amazing conference.
Keynote speakers, Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber
and former NFL player Jason Brown are
among the on-stage leadership this year. This
year’s theme is Faith in 3:16. More info is
available on the Montreat website: http://
www.montreat.org/college/. David Muffett will
be serving as a Discussion Group Facilitator
during the conference. David will also be
attending The Blaze Conference at Montreat
that immediately follows. This is a conference
for youth ministry leaders.
For more information on our youth and college ministries, contact David Muffett
at david.muffett@bgpres.org .
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December Birthdays
December 1
Mary Lucas
Bobby Rabold
Charlene Rabold
December 2
Mary Belle Ballance
Jody Johnson
Stacy Kreuzer
Wanda Rosdeutscher
December 3
Margaret Bush
Donna Meredith
December 4
Emily Gaither
December 5
Mae Etta Hines
Emily Mason
December 7
Bruce Kessler

December 11
Frederica Kernohan
Evan Kessler
December 13
Michael Spencer, Jr.
December 14
Alex Yusk
December 15
Ginger Van Ness
December 16
Amelia Seidler
December 17
Susan Todd
Claire Watson
December 18
Mary Hext
Robert Johnston
December 19
Emily Sharp
Alexander Lebedinsky December 20
Ruth Meredith
Woods Mason
Marty Jo Watson
December 21
December 9
Jennifer Baker
Heather Higgins
Martha Haynes
December 10
December 22
Ticket McGown
Deborah Flynn
Erin Whitaker
Mallory Hudson
Grayson Trickey
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December 24
Wes Green
Gary Hext
December 25
Angie Alexieff
December 28
Amelia Davenport
December 29
Greg Faulkner
December 30
Stephen Alexieff
Evelyn Fitts
December 31
Evan Rudolph

December Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2

Thu

Fri

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
5:15pm Advent
Dinner
6:05pm Worship
6:45pm Chancel
Choir

3

4

5

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Deacons

6:00pm RITI
7:00pm
Theology
Pub

10:30am
Morning
Prayer
5:00pm
Gallery Hop

8:30am
Pre-parade
breakfast/
coffee

12

6

7

8

9

10

11

9:00am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Fellowship
11:30am R Ringers
5:00pm Youth Group

11:00am
Circle 3

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
4:30pm
Peacemaking
7:00pm Evening
Circle
7:00pm Camera
Club

9:15am Wed Morn
Circle
10:30am Circle 6
5:15pm Advent
Dinner
6:05pm Worship
6:45pm Chancel
Choir

6:00pm RITI
7:00pm
Theology
Pub

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

13

14

15

16

17

18

11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
Min
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Session

11:00am Circle 4
5:15pm Advent
Dinner
6:05pm Worship
6:45pm Chancel
Choir

6:00pm RITI
7:00pm
Theology
Pub

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

22

23

24

25

9:00am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship/
Lessons & Carols
11:30am Fellowship,
Lunch and Caroling
to follow
5:00pm Youth Group
6:30pm Gordoneers

20

21

9:00am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Fellowship
11:30am R Ringers
5:00pm Youth Group

27
10:30am Worship

Sat

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting

Christmas Eve Office closed
Office closed
5:00pm
Worship
10:00pm
Worship

11:00am
Uspiritus
Party

19

26

6:00pm RITI

28

29
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting

30

31
New Year’s
Eve
6:00pm RITI
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
December 15 is the deadline for the January 2015
newsletter. Please send your information to the church
office at info@bgpres.org
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The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270) 843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff
Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Thomas N. Moody
Rev. Jim Johnson
Wayne Pope
David Muffett

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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Richard Barefoot
Steve Moore
Cheryl Gregory
John Grise
Dana Patterson
Cedric Whitney
Michael Spencer

Pastor
Organist, Pastoral Assistant
Parish Associate
Choir Director
Director of Youth Ministries
Property Administration
Financial Administrator
Treasurer
Secretary
Clerk of Session
Director, Preschool Learning Center
Custodian
Sunday Sexton

