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One year at the Presbyterian Church (USA) General Assembly
meeting, the young people there were wearing buttons that said, “I’m
ENTHUSIASTIC about the Presbyterian Church.” I’ve had reason to recall
that mood recently.
I am enthusiastic about our church on 10th and State, because worship
is lively. The music has been varied and uplifting. The congregation is
singing. The responses are said with hearty conviction. We feel the Spirit
of God moving among us. Some of this new energy comes from our
having combined our worship services. It is nice to have the sanctuary full.
I am enthusiastic because our Missions ministry matches our generous hearts. Outreach to others is an expression of our thankfulness to
God, and is a way of extending God’s loving grace in specific ways. Later
this month, we will begin to host the homeless through the program called
Room in the Inn. We will host on Thursdays, which means we will host on
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve, and New Year’s Eve. The volunteer
support for this program is enormous. One hundred people helped with it
last year.
I am enthusiastic because the members of the church are pulling in
the same direction. Sunday, October 25, 2015 was a wild day! Some of
our staff was out of town, and some of our staff was ill. But Debbie and
Brianna Trickey read in worship, Linda Johnson had the children’s sermon, mike Kanan played the organ, and Jan Albert preached. It was an
excellent, cohesive service of worship; and something the congregation
did for itself seamlessly.
I am enthusiastic because we are having fun together again. The Arts
and Worship Retreat with Ann Laird Jones was wonderful. The Blessing of
the Pets on October 18 was a joyful expression of our affection for our
animals and for all creation. The trip to Keeneland on October 17 was fun.
We have good things happening, and people are enjoying being together.
I anticipate that the future will include more and more of these experiences of energetic worship, action, and ministry. The consultants from the
Center for Healthy Churches alerted us to some needs, the greatest need
being that we listen tone another more effectively. And what we hear, and
what we share, we like!
I’m enthusiastic.
Know you are loved.
Matthew
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Youth Ministry
SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP will meet every Sunday beginning with the Junior
High study 5-6pm, combined dinner and game time 6-7pm, High School Study 7-8pm.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH FELLOWSHIP meets every Wednesday at Spencer’s Coffeehouse (5-6:30pm).
UPCOMING EVENTS:
FALL YOUTH RETREAT AT CAMP LOUCON This
annual event is sponsored by the Presbytery of Western
Kentucky. It will be held November 6-8. Cost is $60.
For youth in grades 6-12. This year’s theme is “Runaway” based on the stories of Jonah in
the Bible. We will leave from the church at 5:00pm on Friday, November 6 and return around
3:00pm on Sunday, November 8.
2016 HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP will be to Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota.
The trip is for rising 9th graders – graduated 12th graders. It’s sponsored by the Presbytery of
Western Kentucky and will run from June 11-19. Cost is $425. Registration deadline is January 4 with first deposit of $125. Additional payments of $150 due February 15 and April 15.
MONTREAT YOUTH CONFERENCE 2016 - JULY 16-23. “ A World of Difference” is the
theme. Cost $350 with first deposits of $50 due on February 1. Subsequent payments of
$100 are due March 1, April, and May 1. From the Planning Team: The 2016 Montreat Planning Team hopes this conference, through the work of the Holy Spirit, will make a difference
in your life. This conference strives to create a community of safe space, where you can gain
a deeper understanding of God. It will allow you to explore differences and similarities together as well as make connections with neighbors near and far. As you prepare for this experience at Montreat, the team will be praying for you and your journey here.

ANGEL TREE Once again, our youth ministry will sponsor
McNeill Elementary families on our Angel Tree. The tree will go up on
the first day of Advent, November 29. Wrapped gifts with the Angel
name and number should be returned to the church by Friday,
December 18. The gifts will be delivered on Saturday, December 19.
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College Ministry
OUR UKIRK WORSHIP SERVICE, Sacred Space, begins
at 8:15pm every Wednesday in the Sanctuary or Chapel
emphasizing the beauty of our sacred worship spaces. The
service is contemplative in nature and lasts about 45
minutes. We utilize the UWorship resource developed by
the UKirk Collegiate network. It follows the lectionary and is
designed for a semester schedule. The students will use
Room 201 for their meeting/fellowship space.
WE WELCOME Abby Potter as one of our College Interns!
She has been a participant in our Theology Pub for the past
year which she is now facilitating. She'll be helping us grow our
UKirk-WKU college ministry and assisting with our junior high
youth ministry. Abby is a sophomore at WKU majoring in photojournalism.
THEOLOGY PUB continues to meet 7:00pm
every Thursday at Mellow Mushroom. Join us
for free pizza and great discussion.

MONTREAT COLLEGE CONFERENCE
JANUARY 2-5, 2016 We’ll join 1,000
college students from across the country for
this amazing conference. Keynote speakers,
Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber and former NFL
player Jason Brown are among the on-stage
leadership this year. This year’s theme is
Faith in 3:16. More info is available on the
Montreat website: http://www.montreat.org/
college/

For more information on our youth
and college ministries, contact
David Muffett at david.muffett@bgpres.org .
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Church and Community

THE GORDONEERS will be meeting

on Friday, November 13th at 6:30pm in the
Fellowship Hall. To move us toward the
holidays, the program is “Season’s Greetings
from the White House” and is being presented by Mary Lucas. AND, if anyone
has a Christmas Card they have received from the White House, please bring
it to share that night.

Page 4

Church and Community
Thursday, November 26—12:00pm

Thanksgiving
Dinner

On Thanksgiving Day, all are welcome to join us in
the Fellowship Hall for a potluck Thanksgiving meal.
Dinner will be served at 12:00pm. Bring a friend along!

PLC

The PLC has had a busy Fall already. We
had a great Family Potluck in September.
We have been learning about fire prevention in October.
We will be going to Jackson’s Orchard and having a visit
from the BG Fire Department. We have also had pictures
made by Ameroy Morgan and we are participating in Original Works, a fundraising program where parents get to
buy products made with their children’s art. We are having
so much fun! Come by the PLC hallway to see all the fun
artwork we have displayed.

VESPER SERVICE

Already, we see signs of preparation for the coming Season… so it
is also in the church, even though some say it is too early. The Season of Advent in the
church calendar encompasses the four Sundays before Christmas Day. For
a number of years, the organist and musicians of this church have set aside
4:00pm on the first Sunday of Advent for a gathering of worshipers around
the Word, hymns, and composed music to set our minds toward the anticipated coming of our Savior. Again this year, the invitation is sent forth to
mark November 29 on your calendar for the vesper service. Traditionally,
the candle-lit Sanctuary inspires the idea of WAITING…LONGING…
PREPARING… in the sense of “Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus.”

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES:
Floyd Hays Ellis Bible Study - Conference Room - The Floyd Hays Ellis Bible
Study - Contact Charles Reid
Parenting Class – in Room 202
Christian Thought Class – Room 207– led by Dr. Wayne Hendrix
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
Wanda Rosdeutscher in the death of her husband David Rosdeutscher
Elizabeth Nade in the death of her grandmother Catherine Wysong
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Presbyterian Women
PW Profile - Jody Johnson
Jody Allen Johnson was born in Louisville, KY in 1931 at the height of
the great depression. Her family did not escape poverty, hardship, and
grief. An only child at the time, she and her parents lived most of her
developing years with her maternal grandparents, a truth she considers
one of her life’s blessings. In Louisville, she entered kindergarten at age
5 and was skipped forward through first and second grades that same
school year. In the summer of 1937, the family moved to Campbellsville,
KY where she entered the third grade at age 6. They lived in Campbellsville for 4 years.
When Jody was 9, tragedy struck the family, leaving them without a
provider, and Jody was separated from her mother for a year and from
the presence of her father for a lengthy time. Jody did, however, continue to be surrounded by love, and she credits her maternal grandmother for teaching her many valuable life lessons. One such lesson: “ No matter how angry you may feel with another person, never
speak words that will hurt so much that they cannot heal.” Both Jody’s mother and grandmother were
very positive Christian role models. Raised a Southern Baptist, Jody and her grandmother “attended
church twice on Sunday and again on Wednesday night." Laughing, Jody added, “ AND every Billy
Graham Revival that came to Louisville, KY during those years. I didn’t mind at all because I especially
loved the music.”
When Jody was 14, she learned of an opening on staff at Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly. Although
Jody was actually too young, she was hired and worked two summers. At age 16, Jody was
approaching high school graduation and hoping to go to college even though her family could not
afford it. While working at Ridgecrest, she was told about William Jewell College, a Baptist-funded
college in Liberty, Missouri. Jody applied and attended with the help of scholarships and 2 jobs. She
was fully involved in college activities: 3 years as cheerleader, involvement in the ADPi sorority, and
President of the Panaegis Honor Society.
“ What a wonderful blessing, “ Jody exclaims. “ I had never heard of William Jewell, and my whole
life was changed. “ Jody not only received an excellent education that prepared her for a career—
make that at least two careers—but she met fellow-student Gordon L. Johnson, a 3-year Navy veteran
who was also in the Reserves. Their first date was in February of 1950 to a college session at The
Presbyterian Church in Liberty. Gordon was called to duty in Korea in July of that year where he
served as a Hospital Corpsman. He was attached to the Marine Corps as a surgical assistant. His
tour of duty included the tragic Chosin Reservoir event. Those 18 months delayed his graduation
from William Jewell as well as from law school. Jody and Gordon were married on June 2, 1952, the
same day that she graduated from William Jewell with majors in both English and Education.
Before the Johnsons’ first child was born in 1955, Jody taught at Liberty High School: English,
Spanish, and Journalism. Some of her students were 18 and she was 20! Gordon was finishing his
undergraduate degree and obtaining a law degree from the University of Missouri at Kansas City Law
School.
The Johnsons moved to Bowling Green in 1964 after several months of searching for “ the perfect
place to raise our family.” By this time they had 5 children: Gordon, Jr., Jeanette, Greg, Jody, and
Gage. Jody states: “ Not only did the move provide for a return to my home state of Kentucky, but the
ensuing years brought great opportunities for all of us.” The children received excellent public school
educations that led to college and on to successful careers. Gordon not only served in private practice
Continued next page
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as an attorney, but he also served as Public Defender, 2 terms as District Judge, and 2 terms as Circuit
Judge. Jody taught Language Arts at Dishman-McGinnis; fellow Presbyterian Church member Arnie
Petrus and she were co-teachers. Jody also began to build a unique career in journalism in the Registered
Livestock Industry. A part-time job grew to the extent that she left teaching and worked from her home
office to help promote herds of registered cattle throughout the United States and Canada.
After all of the children were grown and off to college and beyond, Jody moved the business from her
home to a 5000-foot square space on Scottsville Road which is now occupied by LuLu’s. Her company,
named HUB Publications, also owned and published nationally-distributed magazines in both the Polled
Hereford and Angus industries. Jody traveled to sales at farms and ranches throughout the United States
and Canada. She often flew to many of these sites to interview owners of the cattle featured. Jody is
effusive in her praise of and appreciation for the integrity and remarkable work ethic of the people with
whom she worked.
The Presbyterian Church in Bowling Green was “ another blessing that can’t be measured.” While
the children were engaged in Sunday School and other youth activities, Gordon and Jody taught Sunday
School at various levels and both served as Elders and Deacons. Gordon had been a life-long Presbyterian, and Jody embraced Presbyterianism then as now.
Gordon died in 1986, a sad, sudden death of a loving husband and devoted father. “ It was devastating,” Jody says, “ but he lived to have a happy marriage of 34 years, to see his children graduate from
college, and to enjoy several years practicing law, a career he loved. “ Jody also reflected: “ Gordon and
I both believed in God’s plan for our lives. Our favorite Bible verse - Romans 8:28 - assures us that ' all
things work together for those who love God and are called according to His purpose.’ Believing that
makes it much easier to accept life as it happens - even those sad things we can’t understand. “
Jody’s thankfulness is encompassed in this quote: “ I am blessed to have been born with a happy heart
and to have been raised in the United States of America in a family who honored God and praised Him
every day. Life is good!"
submitted by Nancy Moore

COFFEE Let us help you with your holiday gifts and parties. Fair
Trade Coffee sales will take place on November 15. The order will be
made and received in time for your Holiday gatherings. Need
chocolate? Need coffee? Need tea? Sales will take place on the landing outside the chapel before and after worship service on Sunday,
November 15.
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Session Report
Session Report -- October 20, 2015
Significant business was accomplished at the October session meeting. Elders approved three
motions, heard of recent progress by committees, and acknowledged productive fellowship and
communication activities.
Motions Approved
Abby Potter was approved as a college intern. Her pay is set at $10/hr. for twelve hours of work per
week, i.e. $120 per week.
Because some of David Muffett's administrative work has been shifted to Tom Moody, elders approved
a recommendation from Personnel Committee to move $2000 from David Muffett's salary to Tom
Moody.
A proposed sign for UKirk was approved unanimously. The sign will be placed along State Street inside the fence.
Committee Work
The Leadership Team reported on actions accomplished and in progress. The actions accomplished
primarily focus on improved communications and fellowship: the recent Keeneland trip, an improved
format for email conversation, summaries of session and diaconal activity, the posting on the church
website of a video of the congregational meeting of the consultant report, the updating of a manual of
operations, the establishment of UKirk, and improved outreach efforts.
Six requested actions are in progress: the search for a DCE, a final review of the manual of operations, lead teams for the Fellowship Committee, the sharing of budget lines during the Stewardship
Campaign, a more organized process of visitation, and shawls for chilled congregants on Sunday.
The Discernment Team, which meets weekly, reported positive energy and discussions.
The Education Committee has outlined Advent programs including an intergenerational Sunday School
and Advent publication. Two DCE candidates have been interviewed via Skype.
The Fellowship Committee is focusing on the November 1st Stewardship lunch, Sunday Fellowship,
and Advent events.
Finance again reported a positive variance between expenses and receipts.
Diaconal Committees
Kyda West of the Membership Committee wrote short biographies of new members for the October
newsletter.
The Outreach Committee continues fine tuning its visitation program.
The Mission Committee submitted a proposed budget for 2016 to Finance, has approved a December
Living Waters Mission trip to St. Margaret's School in Guatemala, and established shift captains for
Room in the Inn which begins November 19.

Celebrations
The Keeneland trip was great fun! As everyone recognizes, praying, playing, and working together
knits folks into a tighter weave.
Rev. Jim Johnson of the Presbytery's Commission on Ministries happily announced that the commission has removed from its agenda concerns about our church's leadership.
That we care for one another, can work and play together, plan positive activities, engage in community ministries, and look to strengthen our church family and Christian purpose -- these are our
celebrations. Praise be!
The next session meeting will be November 17th.
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Financial Report

Our church elders: Gary Ahrendt, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Julia
Roberts, Nancy English, Steve Todd, John Grise, John Fitts, Bobby Rabold, Michael Spencer, Margaret
Stein, Susan Thomison and Larry Warden.
Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Megan Algie, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Shannon Dyche,
Kim Ferguson, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Anna Sue Heller, Todd Hudson, Frederica Kernohan, Donna
Meredith, Charlotte Prow, Nick Rabold, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse, Diane Simmons, Debbie Trickey, Ginger
Van Ness, Kyda West and Judy Whitson.
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November Birthdays
November 1
Sharon Hendrix
Curtiss Long
November 3
Gary Hanks
Taliaferro Wiatt
November 4
Trudy Burkeen
November 5
William Rabold, Jr.
November 6
Hayward Beliles
Stuart Kernohan
November 7
Claire Duren
November 8
Melinda Fry
November 9
Rosamond Beard
November 10
Brad Thomison
November 11
Haley Carter
Hunter Murphy
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November 12
Lloyd Ferguson
Ron Shrewsbury
November 13
Denny Wedge
Julie Wedge
November 14
Lola Baker
November 15
Carter Clemons
November 17
Grant Clemons
November 18
Emily Kessler
Sarah Kessler
Peg Truman
November 20
David Muffett
November 21
Mike Cobb
November 22
David Coverdale
Sarah Jackson
Cindy Tanner

November 23
Sandy Franklin
Rob Hale
November 24
Bob Bueker
Paul Clark
November 25
Jean Harris
Charles Reid
George Watson
November 26
Norma Johnson
David Stites
November 27
Basil Jones
November 28
Miguel Castro
Robert Haynes
November 29
Susan Daniel
November 30
Trevor Webb
David Yusk

November Calendar
Sun

Mon

1

Tue

Wed

Thu

Sat

Time Changes
2
9:00am Children’s
11:00am
Chimes
Circle 3
9:30am Children’s Choir
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Fellowship /
Stewardship luncheon
11:30am R Ringers
5:00pm Youth Group

3

4

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm
Deacons

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel 7:00pm
Choir
Theology
8:15pm UKirk
Pub
worship

10:30am
Morning Prayer

8

13

9

5

Fri

6

7

Youth
Camp
Loucon trip

Election Day

10

11

9:00am Children’s
11:30am
Chimes
Circle 9
9:30am Children’s Choir
9:30am Sunday School
9:45am Sunday Circle
10:30am Worship
11:30am Fellowship
11:30am R Ringers

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm
Staff Mtg.
4:30pm
Peacemaking
7:00pm Evening
Circle
7:00pm Camera
Club

9:15am Wed
Morn Circle
7:00pm
9:30am Circle 6 Theology
5:00pm Youth
Pub
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir
8:15pm UKirk
worship

10:30am
Morning Prayer
6:30pm
Gordoneers

15

17

18

20

11:00am Special
Care
11:00am
Finance Min.
2:00pm
Staff Mtg.
6:00pm Comm.
Chairs
7:00pm Session

11:00am Circle 4
5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir
8:15pm UKirk
worship

6:00pm RITI
7:00pm
Theology
Pub

24

25

26

16

9:00am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s Choir
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Fellowship
11:30am R Ringers
5:00pm Youth Group

22

23

9:00am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s Choir
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Fellowship
11:30am R Ringers
5:00pm Youth Group

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm
Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Missions

29

30

1st Sunday of Advent
9:00am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s Choir
9:30am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Fellowship
11:30am R Ringers
4:00pm Vesper Svc.
5:00pm Youth Group

4:00pm Youth
Orch.

12

19

14

21

10:30am
Morning Prayer

27

28

Thanksgiving
12:00pm Dinner
6:00pm RITI
Office closed

Office Closed

Circle 9
decorates
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
November 15 is the deadline for the November 2015
newsletter. Please send your information to the church
office at info@bgpres.org
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The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270) 843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff
Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Thomas N. Moody
Rev. Jim Johnson
Wayne Pope
David Muffett

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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Richard Barefoot
Steve Moore
Cheryl Gregory
John Grise
Dana Patterson
Cedric Whitney
Michael Spencer

Pastor
Organist, Pastoral Assistant
Parish Associate
Choir Director
Director of Youth Ministries
Property Administration
Financial Administrator
Treasurer
Secretary
Clerk of Session
Director, Preschool Learning Center
Custodian
Sunday Sexton

