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One of the great things that has
come out of the conversations with
our consultants from The Center for
Healthy Churches (the “two Bills,”
Bill Wilson and Bill Owen) is that
our congregation has done some
“speaking out.” It is nice to be
heard, and it has been good for
people to feel that
their fellow church
members appreciate
and understand them.
I have not received
a report from our
consultants, and I
don’t know what
people discussed in
the meetings on May
8-9. But several
people have told me
they were glad to
have the opportunity
to “speak out.”
One of the next
items on our agenda
as a congregation must certainly be
to find ways to continue giving people opportunities to be heard. Our
Presbyterian system of church government works through officers
(deacons and elders) who are elected and ordained by the congregation
they serve. Individually, these officers are not required to represent any
particular group, mindset, or demographic within the congregation, but
together the officers are supposed to

be representative of
the whole
church, and
of course, to
make decisions based on their sense
of God’s direction. However, even
though our officers have specific
responsibilities, each
person in the congregation should know that
their ideas and desires
matter a great deal and
should be expressed.
The names of our
officers (deacons and
elders) are printed in
the order of service
each Sunday morning.
They can be approached
personally, and are
always glad to hear
from you. Similarly,
there’s someone in the
church office to answer
the phone every weekday. And
most important to me: As your
pastor, I am eager to hear from you.
I want to know your thoughts and
concerns, both personal and related
to the operation of the church and
the ministry we share.
Don’t hesitate to keep speaking
out.
And know you are loved.

Matthew
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Presbyterian Women

Kim Rabold Ferguson
By Nancy Moore

K

im Rabold Ferguson is the fourth generathe church.
tion of her family to belong to
Kim was married to William Lloyd Ferguson by
The Presbyterian Church in Bowling Green.
Rev. Phillip Bembower in that same garden at 942
Her great-grandparents, David J. and Georgia
Parkside Drive on July 7, 1973. Nephew Nick
Demuth Rabold, belonged in the mid-1800s — he as Rabold, also a member of TPC, now lives in that
an elder. Her grandparents
house and plans to return the garden
Earl D. and Ruth Rabold also
to its original beauty. Both of Kim’s
belonged and served, Earl as
brothers and their wives, Robert F.
both deacon and elder. Kim’s
(Bobby) and Lisa Rabold, who are
parents, David E. and
Nick’s parents, and David E. and
Frances (Skeebo) Rabold,
Charlene Rabold, belong to TPC.
were members together from
Kim’s daughter, Frances (Fran)
the time of their marriage in
Shields Ferguson, was married in the
1946 until their deaths in
sanctuary of TPC to William Cary
2010. David had been born
Bowen by Charlie Evans on Dec. 21,
into the church in 1924, and
2002. They and their daughters, Carduring his years as a member
lie Shaye and Cary Elizabeth (Beth),
served as deacon and elder.
are members and attend TPC.
A podium in a Sunday
Kim grew up in Bowling Green
School classroom at the
attending Sunday School, church and
church is dedicated to the
youth group at TPC. Her favorite
Kim Rabold Ferguson and her
memory of Kim’s grandfather,
summer activity during those years
granddaughters.
and the beautiful silverplate
was day camp at Ches Johnson’s farm.
that receives the offering each Sunday was given in
It was, she says, “the highlight of the summer.”
memory of her parents by a member of TPC. Also,
Kim graduated from Bowling Green High School
the two benches outside the youth Sunday School
and Western Kentucky University.
classroom and new tablecloths used for special occa“I worked in retail all my life, beginning with my
sions at TPC were purchased with Memorial Fund
family’s business on Fountain Square Park, Rabold’s
money given in memory of Kim’s parents. Grandpar- Men’s Wear,” she said.
ents Earl and Ruth Rabold taught Sunday School, and
After college, she also worked for Margaret Sloss
Ruth faithfully brought flowers from her garden to
and, most importantly, alongside her husband from
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Presbyterian Women
Continued from page 2

the church that has been a mainstay for her and her
1985 until 2008 when they sold their business. It was family for generations.
“Well,” she said, “it’s love. I love being here. I
at this time that Kim, a working mother, was able to
become more involved in the work of TPC, beginning find comfort and peace as soon as I walk through the
with joining Circle 9. She has also served as a deacon door. I grew up here. I wouldn't be who I am today
without the love and spirituality of this church.”
and as both secretary of PWCT and a member of its
Kim added, “I was fortunate enough to have a
search committee.
Kim is one of the original members of The Girls’ Christian family that encouraged me — sometimes
made me — attend church. I was blessed with the
Night Out Committee, which has put together three
entertaining, well-attended socials for the women of very best role models, including grandparents parents
TPC beginning over the past few years. Just this year and teachers. I was brought up hearing, ‘this is the
day the Lord ha made, let us rejoice and be glad in it,’
she has been an integral part of planning and implefrom my grandfather, Earl, and each year it becomes
menting the Tom Moody Celebration, the Lenten
more meaningful. I love this church as an extended
Luncheon, Girls Night Out and the PW Spring
family given to me by God.”
Luncheon.
Kim believes that TPC gave her the background
Ask Kim what she loves about The Presbyterian
Church and she will pause for a few moments as she and tools to grow in faith at her own pace.
“The days I start by being thankful, whether it be
tries to sort through the many emotions she has about
for one or several things, are the best days,” she said.”

Sunday School

June 7 through Aug. 16
9 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.
Children’s Summer Sunday School
Children will gather in Room 20 with adult leaders to enjoy a varied program of activities. Bible stories, crafts and lots of fun is promised! It will
be like VBS EVERY Sunday! High school and middle school youth are
invited to assist the leaders.

Adult Summer Sunday School
Adults will gather throughout the summer in the fellowship hall for a variety of programs on topics such as
Habitat for Humanity, HOTEL INC, Living Waters for the World, and other programs at work in our church.
Watch the bulletin, newsletter and emails for updates.
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Presbyterian Women
Presentation by Uspiritus president and CEO was a highlight
of May 13 event at our church

T

he Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team held its annual
Spring Luncheon and Installation and
Rededication of Officers at noon on
Wednesday, May 13, at TPC. Thirtythree women attended. Peg Truman
gave the blessing before lunch.
After lunch, PW member Diane
Simmons, also a member of the Uspiritus Board, introduced the speaker.
Abby Drane, CPA, MBA, president
and chief executive officer of Uspiritus, spoke about her experiences as a
“lost child “ from a broken home,
shuttled from foster home to foster
home beginning at age five.
“ It was,” she said, “only through
determination and grit -- and faith, always faith”
that she survived, obtained an education, had two
wonderful daughters, and became a successful,
highly sought-after executive.
After a career with several multi-million dollar
agencies, Abby retired. She then decided it was time
to follow her heart and go where she was needed.
Abby became the CEO/President of Uspiritus,
a newly-established union of Bellewood Home for
Children and Brooklawn Child & Family Services
in 2013, and “returned to her roots.”
“ I’ve been there,” she said. “I know what it’s
like to lose your home, to be alone with no one
who really cares. I can relate to these kids.”
This “lost child” kept her faith and has a vision.
Abby’s message in her report to the Uspiritus Board
says, in part, “ Last year, almost 2,600 volunteers
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devoted more than 8,000 hours to Uspiritus. They,
along with our generous donors, wrapped our children in a virtual hug, showing them that they are worthy of love, respect and kindness. Our donors provided what can’t be obtained through state funding. Children received clothing, bedding, opportunities to see
art, listen to music, attend ballgames, … and many
other experiences. We couldn’t do it without you.”
Following Abby’s talk, she was presented a $500
honorarium from PW which she had made payable to
Uspiritus. She stayed for the rest of the program and
talked with a number of women after. Her message
resonated with everyone.
Nancy Moore spoke briefly about
activities of PW during the year and
expressed appreciation for the many,
many women who are always willing
to help with functions involving TPC.
Notable were the Christmas Tea at the
Covington home that raised over $800
for the church pantry and HOTEL
INC; the Tom Moody Celebration,
which was well-attended by both members of TPC
and other well-wishers who share TPC’s love and
appreciation of Tom’s 50 years of service as our
church organist; and the PW-hosted Lenten Luncheon, which was held at TPC and fed more than 100
worshipers from several churches. Several PW members are also members of The Girls’ Night Out Committee that put together a fun-filled evening for women at TPC in April.
The final activity of the afternoon was the installation and rededication of the officers of the
Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team.
Business meetings will resume in August.
Peggy Truman dismissed everyone
with prayer.

By Nancy Moore

Church and Community

Missions Clean Up The Closets

H

elp stock the food pantry when
stocking up on groceries. Both
Meijer and Kroger provide a community
rewards program.
Here’s how to link your grocery shopping to our food pantry shopping. Go
online to the grocery chain’s website or
go to the store’s customer service counter. Provide the ID number for our church
food pantry to link your expenditures to
our food pantry rewards program.
Kroger’s ID# is 563356333
Meijer’s ID# is 709218

June 6 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Put on your gloves. Let’s purge! Make room for the new!

Habitat for Humanity Builds
Saturdays, June 20 and Aug. 15
Watch for sign-ups in the Tenth Street lobby.

Don't miss the next Gallery Hop in the fellowship hall
on Friday, June 5, from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.! Our new
exhibit will feature the intricate drawings of Cindy
Schott and mixed media designs of Alice Gatewood
Waddell. If you haven't seen the current exhibit of
quilts by Colleen Hathaway, time is running out!

Our church elders: Gary Ahrendt, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Julia Roberts,
Nancy English, Steve Todd, John Grise, John Fitts, Bobby Rabold, Michael Spencer, Margaret Stein, Susan
Thomison and Larry Warden.
Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Megan Algie, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Shannon Dyche, Kim
Ferguson, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Anna Sue Heller, Todd Hudson, Frederica Kernohan, Donna Meredith,
Charlotte Prow, Nick Rabold, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse, Diane Simmons, Debbie Trickey, Ginger Van Ness,
Kyda West and Judy Whitson.
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Youth Ministry

Kathryn Anne Bigler gr aduated fr om Bowling Gr een High School on May 31.
Kate is the daughter of Kathryn and Mark Bigler. She is involved in school as BETA
Club vice president, Science National Honor Society treasurer, and a National Honor
Society member. Kate enjoys dance and takes ballet, tap, jazz and pointe classes at
Dance Images. She also plays clarinet in the school band. At church she has enjoyed
helping with Bible School, bake sales and the food pantry. Kate is looking forward to
attending Rhodes College in Memphis in the fall.

Jack Grise, son of J ohn and Sar ah Gr ise, also gr aduated fr om Bowling Gr een
High. Jack played for both the golf and tennis teams at BGHS. His senior season, Jack
helped to win the KHSAA Region 3 Golf Tournament team title, as well as a team 5th
place in the state tournament. Jack is a National Merit Finalist, and is involved in the
BETA Club and National Honor Society at Bowling Green High, leading the BGHS
National Honor Society as president during the 2014 - 2015 school year. Additionally,
Jack co-founded the BGHS Ping-Pong Club, and took runner-up after a hard-fought
final match in the inaugural BGHS Pong Invitational. He also writes for the BGHS school newspaper, The
Purple Gem. He will be attending Centre College in the fall.

Samuel Grise, son of J ohn and Sar ah Gr ise, also gr aduated fr om Bowling Gr een
High School this spring. Over the past four years Sam was involved in soccer, tennis,
and bowling at BGHS. In soccer, he helped his team to a final four appearance his junior year and a state championship his senior year. Sam was also involved in Beta Club
and National Honor Society. In his free time he enjoys going to the gym, throwing lacrosse and being outside. He will be attending the University of Alabama and majoring
in American studies in the fall.
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Youth Ministry
Robert McAllister is 17, attended Greenwood High School and graduated from Lighthouse Academy in November 2014. He is the son of Eleanor Short. Involved in Future
Business Leaders of America, Student Technology Leadership Program and the Sierra
Club, Rob is also very involved with youth group activities such as Montreat and a Mission trip to Philadelphia in 2012. He volunteered with the Room In The Inn program at
the church. He plans to attend college to major in computer science. Rob enjoys graphic
design, doing artwork and programming.

Alanna Valery gr aduated fr om Bowling Gr een High School, wher e she has been
actively involved in the Student Technology Leadership Program, and belongs to the
Bowling Green High School Purple Gem newspaper staff and Bowling Green High
School Orchestra. She has been awarded third place as an editorial cartoonist by
KSJA, a Gold Key award by Scholastic, and has had her work displayed at the annual STLP digital art showcase. She plays in the Bowling Green Youth Orchestra and
enjoys riding horses. She plans on pursuing a BFA at either Western Kentucky University or Eastern Kentucky University. Her parents are Rand and Donna Valery, and
her siblings are Christiana, Kalei and Sean Valery.

Christiana Valery is also a Bowling Gr een High School gr aduate. Her par ents
are Rand and Donna Valery. Her siblings are Alanna, Kalei and Sean. She has been
playing violin for 12 years and is in the Bowling Green High School Orchestra and
Bowling Green Youth Orchestra. She is an avid artist. Christiana will go
to Western Kentucky University and major in art.

“For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future. “
— Jeremiah 29:11
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College and Youth Ministry
Sunday Night Youth Group
We won’t meet this summer, but will resume on Sundays after Labor Day.

Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship
We will continue during the summer from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at
Spencer’s Coffeehouse.

Our Youth/Graduate Sunday was full of
music and spirit on May 10!
Our youth did an outstanding job leading the service, during which we
recognized the six graduating seniors shown on pages 6 and 7: Kate Bigler, Jack Grise, Sam Grise, Rob
McAllister, Alanna Valery and Christiana Valery. Video of the service is available on the church website or
through this link: https://youtu.be/DB46_uQvsbc

Canoe/Camping trip on the Elkhorn Creek in Frankfort, June 8 and 9. We’ll be wor king with
Canoe Kentucky. Christian Croxton, one of our former youth leaders, will be our guide. The cost will be
$50 per person.
Montreat Youth Conference, July 18-25. We cur r ently have 18 people signed up (12 youth and 6 adults).
The remainder of the cost ($350) is now due. This year’s theme is “This is our Story.” Check it out at
http://www.montreat.org/event/2015-youth-4/
Holiday World/Splashin’ Safari, Aug. 22. This year we’ll wait until school’s back
in session so more people are around to go. This will also be during the Rock the
World-Christian Music Fest. Cost is $60 per person. Check it out here:
http://www.holidayworld.com/shows-events/rock-world/
COLLEGE MINISTRY: Theology Pub will continue to meet dur ing the
Summer on Thursdays at 7 p.m. at Mellow Mushroom. Come join us for free pizza
and good conversation!

David’s Summer Events

D

avid will be away this summer for two events.
He’ll be participating in a pilgrimage hike with other PC(USA) college ministry leaders June 1220. The group will hike for five days, experiencing a different prayer practice each day on the Mountains to
the Sea trail in N.C. Afterward, the group will participate in Week 2 of the Montreat Youth Conference, sharing our experience.
From July 11-17, David will be a small group leader during Week 3 of the Montreat Youth Conference.
This is one of the requirements to be on the 2016 Theta Planning Team. Other adult leaders will be driving our
youth group up for the following week.
For more info on our Youth/College Ministries, contact David Muffett at david.muffett@bgpres.org
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Vacation Bible School

June 14-17, 2015
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Dinner at 5 p.m.
Contact our church office to
volunteer.
We need help in the kitchen,
small group leaders, activity
leaders and people to help with
setup and cleanup.

VBS
Registration Form
Child’s Name

Name of Parents/Guardians

Home Telephone

Parent/Guardian Cell Phone

Age

Gender

Date of Birth

Last Grade Completed

Street Address

City, State, Zip

Home Email Address

Home Church

Allergies or medical Conditions

Emergency Contact Name:
Emergency Contact Number:
Relationship To Child:
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Preschool Learning Center

The PLC visited the WKU Ag Farm
as part of our Spring field trips.
Mooo….
Check out this other news from the

P

LC had its Closing Celebration on Sunday, May 17. We said goodbye to our 4year-olds and sent them off to Kindergarten
with bittersweet hearts.
Registration is ongoing for the PLC. We
have only a few openings for the 3’s program. But we have several openings in our
4’s program. Contact the church office or
Dana Patterson by email if you are interested, at plcdirector@bgpres.org
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T

he church website has recently been set up to accept
online donations. Just go to this link
and fill out the simple form: https://
bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/
online-donations/
Donations can also be made from
your smart phone. You can also scan
a special code to make a donation.
Call the church office for more information.
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Missions

By Diane Simmons

A

t 9:30 in the morning on
Saturday, April 25th, Margaret Stein wasn't waiting for me. If we had been in a race to see who could get
to the church first, she had won and was already pulling out dusty, forgotten
materials from the third floor storage area.
Cleaning out closets or garages follows the same basic process: pull everything out and sort the good from the "why did we save this!?” Then, fill a truck
with items worthy of repurpose and deliver them to Habitat ReStore. Fill a
dumpster with broken, moldy and outdated remnants of the past, from street
fairs, VBS and Sunday School. Out with the old, make space for the new.
Margaret Stein, Ann and Matthew Covington, Peggy Truman, Peggy Carthrae, Jan Albert, Diane and
Herb Simmons and David Muffett -- these were our Clean Up Angels. Shannon Dyche arrived at noon.
"You had already finished when I got there,” she said.
Yes, that's true. We were on a mission, the kind that needs garbage bags and a broom and a dust pan.
Missions are like that sometimes.

More Missions Information
 Victims of Nepal's earthquakes are in dire need of assistance. To see how YOU can help go to
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/global/nepal/

 TPC Habitat for Humanity Builds 2 and 3: Saturday, June 20 and August 15.
 The NEXT opportunity to purge a cluttered church closet is Saturday, June 6.

 $200 from Living Waters funds have been sent to St Margaret's School in Guatemala as seed money for
purchasing materials to construct a building to house their clean water system.

 Completed Gifts of the Heart school bags will be delivered in June by Jan Albert.
 The Missions budget pays the monthly utility bills of HOTEL INC.
 Abby Drane of Uspiritus gave an inspiring talk at the PW luncheon May 13.
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An Historical Note

By Thomas N. Moody

M

any folk travel past “that stone
church” on State Street to notice a
FOR SALE sign. Unless they read the cornerstone, they will have no ideas it was a Presbyterian Church. Built as Presbyterian and
affiliated with the Northern branch of Presbyterianism. Its name was Westminster. Many
mainline churches split during and after the
Civil War. The church in which Bowling
Green Presbyterians worship today on State
Street was called First Presbyterian, and its
affiliation was with the Southern branch of
Presbyterianism.
After the Civil War in Bowling Green, as
in many Kentucky towns, there were two
Presbyterian churches, often small and struggling. In a wider sense, nearly one hundred
years later, Presbyteries and individual ministers began supporting the idea of joining those
small churches to strengthen the cause of
Christ. It was called the Harrodsburg Plan of
Union. In Franklin, for example, the Northern
and Southern churches adopted the plan in
1944. It was 1949, in Bowling Green, when the
Westminster Presbyterians and First Presbyterians united. A stipulation of the plan called for
equal distribution of giving; thus, the benevolences of the whole congregation, including
women’s organization, were divided equally
to Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly
levels. Moving on in time, it was not until
1983 that the Northern and Southern branches
merged in the United States. After that merger,

National Presbyterian offices were moved to
Louisville.
So, we Presbyterians are part of that building
and it is a part of us. There are memories there,
still, by folk who transferred membership to
form The Presbyterian Church of Bowling
Green. Recently, David Faxon wanted to recall
facts about the selling of the property; he
brought copies of the deed, executed Dec. 1,
1960: “...by and between Lawrence B. Graham, George A. Collett, Leslie H. Ennis, Roy
T. Phillips, Henry W. Bradley, Sr., and M.M.
Roberts, Trustees of The Presbyterian Church
of Bowling Green, Kentucky, Grantors, and
H.G. Lowe, Thomas Denham and Irvin V. Jaggers, Trustees of the State Street General Baptist Church, of Bowling Green, Kentucky. The
sale arrangement: “$25,300.00 bearing interest
at five percent per annum, with interest from
November 1, 1960, until paid and payable at the
rate of $200.00 per month, plus the accrued
interest thereon, and which payments are due
on the first day of each month hereafter beginning with the month of December, 1960, and
continuing until paid…”
Now, those, even of our congregation, who
pass will by will have a better idea of the love
that went into the building of that lovely Bowling Green limestone building, including handsome stained glass windows, pipe organ and a
spacious place to worship and experience the
love of Christ. For firsthand accounts, you may
want to talk with D.A. Faxon, Ann Huskey
and Betty Jo Beard.
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June Birthdays

June 2
Heather Murphy
Linda Stewart
June 3
Connie DeVries
June 4
Virginia Clifford
June 5
Timothy Mauldin
June 6
Hope Richards
Marcheta White
June 7
Martha Sue Williams
June 8
Ruben Flynn
June 9
John Gramling
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June 10
Julie Barrick
Bettye Brown
June 12
Lilly Fry
Rett English
Beulah Hunt
June 14
Patti Mauldin
June 15
Lisa Evans
June 16
Marie Mauldin
JAK Njoku
June 18
Lucy English
June 19
Vivien Seidler
June 20
Melissa Johnson
June 22
Eli Algie
Nancy Carwell
June 23
Brian Gramling
Nancy Moore
June 24
Grant Burkeen
Abbey Jefferies

June 25
Ashley Christopher
Marleen Flynn
Connor Moore
June 26
Adam Watson
June 27
Jim Skaggs
June 29
Liza Ahrendt
Franklin Berry
Henry Hulan
Nate Stein
Margaret Watkins
June 30
Laura Mullins

June Calendar of Events
Sun

Mon

1

7

21

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

8

9

10

11

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir
7:00pm
Boys’ Choir
concert

7:00pm
Missions

Youth
canoe trip

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
4:30pm
Peacemaking
7:00pm Camera
Club
Youth canoe trip

15

16

17

18

5:00pm VBS

22

8:30am Breakfast
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship

28
8:30am Breakfast
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship
Tom away

Thu

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Deacons

8:30am Breakfast
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship
5:00pm VBS

Wed

3

8:30am Breakfast
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship

14

Tue

2

29

11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
Min.
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
5:00pm VBS
7:00pm Session

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
5:00pm VBS
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

23

24

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

4

Fri

5

Sat

6

5:00pm Gallery Church clean
Hop
up date
5:00pm Cong.
Conversation
makeup date

12

13

19

20
Habitat
Build date

25

26

27

30
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
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The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
June 15 is the deadline for the July 2015 newsletter.
Please send your information to Alicia Carmichael at
deatoncarmichael@aol.com.

June 2015

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270) 843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff
Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Thomas N. Moody
Wayne Pope
David Muffett

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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Richard Barefoot
Steve Moore
Cheryl Gregory
John Grise
Dana Patterson
Cedric Whitney
Michael Spencer
Ellie Osborne

Pastor
Organist, Pastoral Assistant
Choir Director
Director of Youth Ministries
Property Administration
Financial Administrator
Treasurer
Secretary
Clerk of Session
Director, Preschool Learning Center
Custodian
Sunday Sexton
Children’s Music

