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nce upon a time, 2015 seemed like the future; but now it’s here. In April,
our congregation will have its 196th birthday. This spring will also mark
Tom Moody’s 50th year as the church’s organist.
What’s the best thing you can say about our church, in 2015?
It’s got to be the music! We are blessed with a talented choir, which likes
to try interesting music, and a variety of music. An extraordinary choir director,
Wayne Pope, leads them. On the second Sunday of the month, we have a little
guitar and mandolin mixed in; and on the third Sundays of the month, our
Children’s Choir sings. It’s a program for all ages and musical tastes!
It’s got to be the people! We don’t come to church alone. We gather with
folks who are wise, and often funny. The people in our congregation are generous, and encouraging of each other. It’s pretty hard to get “lost” in our church,
because people care for each other.
Worship makes sense. We worship God, who is almighty, and we do so
with dignity and reverence. We employ some of the best creative forms of
music and speech to give thanks to God, and to praise God in the highest.
Reformed and Presbyterian Theology gets it right, mostly. We start with
the absolute sovereign freedom of God. God can will to do anything, and God
wills to rescue and deliver us. Our response is thankful service in the world
and among the people God loves.
Oh! It’s got to be our thorough-going democratic form of government!
Because the people of our congregation elect their officers and ministers,
everyone’s voice/vote counts. Committee structures preserve this idea that no
one person is more important than another. God calls us to ministry together.
It’s the way children are treated. Beginning with infant baptism, it is understood that each child is known and loved by God. Children are involved in
worship regularly. The Children’s Center is the brightest, most colorful place in
the church. During the year there are many enrichment programs, art extravaganza luncheons, crafting events, and the like.
The church’s staff is excellent. We’re fortunate to have people who know
their jobs, have been together for several years, and who care about the
church. Most of the time, the church runs like a top, thanks to Cheryl, Tom,
Richard, Wayne, David, Cedric, Dana, et al.
The New Year promises changes. We are eager for new opportunities. In
recent years, we have made ourselves into a church that connects to the Bowling Green community, and addresses human need with compassion. We need
to learn to express our faith to others more effectively. Others need to be invited to enjoy what we have discovered at the corner of 10th and State, and in
the presence of God here.
And know you are loved.
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Presbyterian Women
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ow can I help?
This is Susan Thomison.
She says, "I can do that," not,
"I'd like to help, but..."
Susan is a practical woman, an
organizer, a peacemaker, a friend.
At Warren Central High School,
her colleagues respect her as a
best teacher, one to observe for her
dedication, her skill and her care for
students.
As a deacon, she initially expressed reservations about how to
serve, yet she could be found at
HOTEL INC start-up meetings for
transitional housing and the bridge
ministry, at Habitat for Humanity
builds with high school volunteers
from the WCHS Habitat For Humanity group she founded and in the
church kitchen delivering a pot of
soup or running the dishwasher.
Often the reliable organizer behind the scenes, Susan fit the puz-

zle pieces together for Simple Gifts
and the missions annual fundraiser.
She has a knack for recognizing
steps for a project and providing
timelines and goals.
"For every fundraiser, I pull up
a file prepared by Susan three
years ago and work from that," a
fellow church officer said.
In Tuesday night circle, Susan's
stories reflect the nuance of challenge every working mother
experiences: Katie finishing her last
year at Centre College; Brad navigating University of Kentucky life;
the almost empty nest at home;
work stress; and finding balance
between devotion to husband, children, church and career while still
having something left for one’s self,
to rest and be well.
We could take a picture of
Susan. We could find her at session, as the elder; in the youth
room, as a teacher; in the congre-
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The Presbyterian Women above were
just a few of the dozens of ladies who
gathered for the PW Christmas Tea.
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gation, a faithful worshiper; at Room
in the Inn, as an innkeeper; at Saturday Meals, a volunteer.
We would appreciate her smiling
countenance, but we wouldn't know
her. You need to work beside her to
know her.
Those who have worked with her
know: she would have stepped in to
substitute for us if needed.

he women of The Presbyterian Church had a very productive fall
and are looking forward to spring activities.
In the fall they provided food for and participated in the Mission Auction, the Stewardship Luncheon, the New Members Greeting and the new
Room In The Inn homeless shelter program at our church on Thursday
nights. They also contributed hundreds of cookies
for "Cookies and Caroling" for shut-ins on December 14 and the Uspiritus
Christmas party on December 21.
Elinor Kline and Donna Meredith attended the area Presbyterian
Women's Fall Retreat at Lake Barkley on Oct. 24 and 25. There were
about 50 women at the conference, themed Mind, Body, and Spirit.
In early December, Circle 9 continued its tradition of decorating the
sanctuary Christmas tree, which has brought delight to worshipers for
many years.
The annual PW Christmas Tea was held at the home of the Covingtons
on Dec. 7. Many thanks to Ann Covington for her graciousness in opening
her
home to around 50 Presbyterian Women who came together for two hours
of food and fellowship. The Tea also served as a fund-raiser. A large basket of food and just over $800 were collected to be shared by TPC's food
pantry and HOTEL INC’s Manna Mart.
Continued on page 3...

Presbyterian Women
...Continued from page 2
Betty Jo Beard, moderator of Circle 6 and member of The PW Coordinating Team, welcomed the Gordoneers
to her home on Dec. 14 for the annual Christmas gathering.
The Church-wide Gathering of Presbyterian Women will be in Minneapolis on June 18-21. PW member
Jan Albert has suggested that someone from our church attend and that perhaps PW could provide
financial assistance in the form of scholarships for a young woman in our congregation who might be interested. Anyone who might be interested in this trip should contact Jan Albert or Nancy Moore for more information.
The "GIRLS' NIGHT OUT" Committee is searching for a spring date on which to have its semi-annual funfilled evening for all the women of TPC. Previous GNO events have been beautifully done and well attended.
Many PW bring guests. Please disregard the previously published February date for GNO.
The next meeting of the PW Coordinating Team will be on Jan. 6 at 2 p.m. in the conference room of TPC.

Church and Community
Media Information

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the
following church members and friends who
have recently lost loved ones:
Megan Algie in the death of her uncle,
Jim Harting
The family of James Flynn
The family of Jean Lockhart
Cheryl Drake in the death of her husband,
Cliff Dixon

Headsets for the hearing impaired
are available on Sundays and may
be obtained from an usher prior to
worship. If, on Sunday, you have a
fussy baby or are coughing, etc., the
worship service may be viewed from
the parlor via television (across the
hall from the sanctuary).
If you would like to see the
worship service online, please visit
www.bgpres.org and go to the
Sermons page.

Watch for the library window in

Fellowship Hall. It will contain
the following materials that go with current
art exhibits: Title Guides, Subject Guides
and other information concerning the library.
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Church and Community
The current ArtWorks exhibit, Dually Exposed,
which features photos and works of art hung side by
side and displaying interpretations of the same subject,
will continue through Jan. 15.
Beginning Jan. 16, and running through March 19,
the highly popular and eagerly anticipated exhibit by
our church members begins.

Daily devotions and lectionary are available

at the presbytery website at
www.pcusa.org/lectionary/. You may use the next day/previous day links near the top of the page
to change the date of the lectionary.

Please don’t forget our church food pantry.
With the cold temperatures dropping, cans of
soup, fruit and beef stew will make a difference
for someone who is trying to navigate
out-of-control circumstances.

Financial Summary
Year to Date November
2014

Budget
Actual

700000
600000

587,139

572,582
539,678

565,006

500000
400000
300000
200000
100000
0

Receipts
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Expenses

Youth and College Ministry

♦ Sunday Night Youth Group (6 p.m. to 8 p.m. for grades 6-12) meets at the church.
♦ Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship (5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. for grades 6-12) meets at
Spencer’s Coffeehouse.
♦ Theology Pub (college age and young adults) meets every Thursday at 7 p.m. at Mellow Mushroom. Join us for great conversation and free pizza!

H.S. Mission Trip Planned
Our 2015 mission trip for rising 9th
graders through graduated seniors will be
to Bayou La Batre, Ala., June 26-July 4.
The Presbytery of Western Kentucky
sponsors this trip. The cost is $400, with
the first deposit of $100 due Jan. 10, and
the remaining $300 due by March 10.

A big “Thank You” to all who participated in our Angel Tree adoption.
You helped brighten the Christmas of
28 families with 57 children from
McNeill Elementary School. We also
give thanks to our deacons, who provided food baskets for the families.
The Souper Bowl of Caring will be Sunday, Feb. 1. Join us after the 11
a.m. worship for a soup and chili luncheon sponsored by the Youth Ministry.
All youth families are asked to bring a pot of soup or chili. We’ll also have
sandwiches. Donations will go to a local food charity.
2015 Montreat Youth Conference (For rising 9th graders – graduated seniors) will be July 18-25.
The cost will be $350, with the first deposit of $50 due Feb. 1, and the remaining fees of $100 due
per month, March 1, April 1 and May 1.
For more information about any of our youth and college activities, contact David Muffett, director of
youth ministries, at david.muffett@bgpres.org.
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Children’s Ministry
Children’s Chimes meets on the third floor across from the elevator,
each Sunday at 9:10 a.m. Anyone ages 5 through 5th grade can join!
Chimes, for the same ages, is each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in room 203.
The Orff ensemble, for fourth- and fifth-graders, meets at 10:30 a.m. in room 203. Don’t worry.
You can leave Sunday School a little early to participate.
If you’re not part of these groups and would like to join in, please come and make a joyful noise
with us!

Christian Education

g

hank you to everyone who
participated in the intergenerational Sunday School class during Advent.
Thank you to members of the
Christian Education Ministry who
planned and implemented the four
special mornings of singing carols,
telling the story from the Gospel,
sharing art related to Advent, and
making Advent wreaths and other

crafts.
Regular Sunday School will pick
back up this month with classes
for all age groups.
The adult Christian Thought
class continues on Jan. 4 with the
Luke Timothy Johnson series on
the early Christian church.
Then, from Jan. 25 through
Feb. 15, Dr. Paul Fischer will lead
a discussion on “The (other) Mean-

We have a class for you!
We meet at 9:45 a.m.
Preschool — for ages 3-5
(In the hall across from the nursery)
Primary — for Grades K-3
(In the hall at the end of the ramp)
Intermediate — for Grades 4 and 5
(In the hall across from the nursery)

ings of Life,” based on his recent
work in Western Kentucky University's Department of Philosophy
and Religion.

cÄxtáx }É|Ç çÉâÜ v{âÜv{
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Join Us Sunday
9:45 a.m.
Floyd Hayes Ellis Class
(Room 201)
Christian Thought
(Conference Room)
Parenting Class
(Room 202)

Please don’t forget our church food pantry.
With the cold temperatures dropping, cans of
soup, fruit and beef stew will make a difference
for someone who is trying to navigate out-ofcontrol circumstances.
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Property Ministry
Things have been going smoothly at the church the past month, with only a couple of issues that
needed to be addressed.
We had to replace the main food disposal in the kitchen, which had been malfunctioning and
finally broke down. We are in good shape now. Regarding the kitchen, our maintenance man,
Cedrick Whitney, thoroughly cleaned it.
The hot water air separator associated with the HVAC system, which is located in the boiler
room, is weeping water due to rusting and needs to be replaced. It is a critical component of the
HVAC system, will take four days to fix and costs $6,500. We are putting off the repair until spring.
Lastly, Saturday, January 24th we need volunteers to assist with a church-wide deep cleaning,
which we have done in the past. Please let us know if you are available to participate by calling the
church or by emailing me at bobbyrabold@twc.com.
The Property Ministry members are Nancy English, David Faxon, Doug Humphrey, Tom Moody,
Bob Hunt, Larry Warden, David Muffett, Richard Barefoot and Bobby Rabold. We would like to
express our appreciation to the church congregation for their support.
Submitted by: Bobby Rabold, chairman, Property Ministry Committee.

Missions
In 1989, when our minister, Matthew Covington, was
serving as an associate pastor on the staff of a large church, White Memorial
Presbyterian Church in Raleigh, N.C., he was
able to get that congregation to begin a transitional housing ministry for working families who
needed help becoming self-sufficient.
They started with three apartments and three

families. They taught basic life skills, such as
budgeting, inexpensive meal preparation and job
readiness. The ministry was called Step Up.
Now, 25 years later, Step Up is a much larger
enterprise and focuses on preparing people to
find and keep jobs. In October, Matthew was invited back to Raleigh for Step Up's 25th anniversary, and to be honored as the founder.
Congratulations to Step Up and Matthew!

SOME VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES TO CONSIDER
There are many ways to volunteer at church! Please call the office if you would be
willing to assist in any of the following:
♦ Answer the phones during staff meetings once or twice a month
(Tuesdays from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.)
♦ Act as an usher during worship services or funerals
♦ Be a lay reader on Sunday
♦ Serve as member of the Wedding Guild
♦ Assist with Service of Witness to the Resurrection
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Missions
Fred Higgins, above left,
of TPC, pumps water suitable
for washing hands, but not
for drinking, while volunteering in Belize through Living
Waters for the World. In
the photo above on the right,
The wife of Amlicar, vicemayor of Arenal, welcomes
the water team to her kitchen.

Living Waters Volunteers from TPC Make Progress in Belize

g

he 2014 Living Waters team from our church —
Fred and Kathy Higgins, Donna Houston (Franklin
Presbyterian), Ken Royse and Kelly Goad — landed in
Belize City on Nov. 13 with two other teams, one from St.
Louis, and another led by Dan Terpstra of the Oak
Ridge, Tenn., Presbyterian Church.
Our team planned to visit an existing water system in
the village of Arenal, to establish contacts in other jungle
villages, and visit a previous installation at St. Margaret's
Primary School in Peten, Guatemala. The team hoped to
take over the Arenal covenant from the Cody, Wyo.
Presbyterian Church, which could no longer afford their
water mission trips to Arenal. However, in Arenal, The
Presbyterian Church water team discovered a nonoperational water system.
Finding their purpose adjusted somewhat, our water
team focused on building relationships to strengthen support systems in Arenal and adjacent jungle communities.
Because Dan Terpstra had visited Belize several
times trying to establish a Living Waters network, he accompanied the team from village to village, helping to
make important contacts
West of Belize City in the district of Cayo, the geography of Arenal meanders along the fluid border of
Belize and Guatemala, its disputed jungle border
determined by a river and politics.
Arenal is in both Belize and Guatemala, approximately 20 miles from the city of San Ignacio, where the
Team slept at a resort established for visiting
missionaries.
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Driving on good roads, like the Hummingbird Highway from the Belize City airport to San Ignacio, and on
bad roads, like the gravel road to St. Margaret's Primary School near Jaguar Creek beyond the Blue Hole
National Park Visitor's Center, Kelly, Ken, Kathy, Fred
and Donna moved ever deeper into areas marked by
thatched roofs, outdoor kitchens, and water unsuitable
for cleaning a toothbrush.
Undeterred when a mayor and other potential leaders of Arenal, Guatemala, failed to show up for a meeting, team members met with vice-mayor Amlicar, who
proudly showed them Arenal's non-operational water
system, which sat between the soccer field and Amlicar's home near the river. Although the system appeared to be in excellent condition, it had recently
fallen out of use due to disputes in local politics and
among families — disputes caused by superstitious
talk.
Encouraged by support from Ingrid, the director of
the community cultural office for the government, the
team learned that the local Rotary, with help from Rotary International, had funded the digging of the well
and construction of the water building for the Arenal
system.
"The local Rotary wishes to get the system back up
and running again," Kelly said.
In Flores, Lili, the president of the Rotary Club of
Flores, said she had visited the site of our church's
2013 water installation at St. Margaret's Primary School
in Peten.
...Continued on Page 9

Missions
Continued from Page 8
"They even provided the money to build a
large cistern for use during the dry season," Kelly said.
The Flores Rotary Club wishes to help establish
more systems in jungle villages near Peten, a venture
supported by the principal of St. Margaret's, the
school's parent/teacher association, the mayor of the
community, its teachers and a Peace Corps worker.
However, one hurdle must be overcome. There is
no Living Waters for the World coordinator in Belize
because there are not enough systems installed to
justify the expense of hiring a coordinator. Thus, the
way to organize clean water in Belize is to install more
systems.
This is not a problem for our team.
"We are always ready to provide clean water to
God's children," assured Kelly.

A dirt lane, above, ends along the river
border of Belize and Guatemala.

Jesus Christ is the living water for our bodies and souls—
www.livingwatersfortheworld.org

Volunteers Are Still Needed to Help with the Program

V

an you believe it? We have now hosted homeless guests each Thursday night in Fellowship Hall for
several weeks.
Perhaps most exciting is that on Thursday, Dec. 11 we had a number of people observe AND help,
reported Steve Todd, our church coordinator for the Room In the Inn program.
Helen Karrick, a nurse and member of Bowling Green Christian Church who regularly helps at the bridge
ministry to the homeless, has sent a list of members who want to help us and work different shifts.
Claudia Hanes, a former member of our congregation, spent time with us and wants to help.
Pat Margolis, who attends State Street Methodist Church, and Howard Margolis, who attends Jewish
services at our church, observed and signed up to help.
Our church also welcomed visitors from Franklin who would like to establish a Room In The Inn ministry in
their community.
You can help, too. Make a Room In The Inn Travel Pack for our Thursday night guests! Toothbrushes,
toothpaste, soap, shampoo, lotion, deodorant, individually packed snack items like peanut butter crackers,
protein bars, peanuts and fruit snacks are needed. Several children from our congregation have already created some of these special packs for our guests, who expressed their thanks and were moved by the gesture,
according to Steve.
Travel pack items may be dropped off at the church office.
Please consider helping with Room In The Inn. It provides overnight rest and sustenance for those who
would otherwise sleep in cars and tents on these icy winter nights.
Sign up sheets are located in the Tenth Street Lobby. The greatest need is for hosts and innkeepers.
Update: At the end of week four of Bowling Green’s Room In the Inn program, 35 people had been served. In
fact, more people have signed up than there are beds to hold them. You can help! Please pray for this ministry,
and spread the word of your personal experience.

Page 9

January Birthdays
January 1
Nathan Moore
Nolan Moore
Allison Willian
January 4
Robert Dickey, Jr.
Harvey Johnston
Mark Schafer
January 5
Christine Burkeen
Emily Perkins
January 6
Brittany Maslowski
January 7
Debbie Trickey
January 8
Les Pfahl
Margaret Stein
Jane Wilkinson

Page 10

January 11
D. A. Faxon
Jennie Lou Hagans
Tom Moody
Ann Rudolph
January 12
Jim Stites
January 13
Tricia Just
Julia Roberts
January 14
Benjamin Crocker
Mary Lee Kelley
January 15
Page Beard
Paul Clark
Judy Gerhardt
Tony Wycihowski
January 16
Duffy Hayes
Sarah Maurer

January 17
Madalene Chandler
Chris Davenport
Ralph Maxson
January 18
Mame Stone
Verna Williams
January 19
David Rabold
Calvin Small
January 20
Margaret Bruner
William Moore
January 22
Jim Stickles
January 27
Charlotte Garvin
January 28
Benjamin Davenport
January 30
Evan Goad
Joe McFarland
Katie Thomison
January 31
Stone Begley
Nick Johnson
John Van Ness

January Calendar of Events
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri

New Year’s
Day—closed
6:00pm Room
in the Inn
7:00pm
Theology
Pub

2

9

Sat

3

closed

4

5

6

7

8

8:30am Worship
9:10am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship

11:00am
Circle 3

11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
meeting
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
2:00pm PW coord.
team meeting
7:00pm Deacons

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
6:00pm R Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

6:00pm
10:30am
Room in the Inn Morning
7:00pm
Prayer
Theology
Pub
7:00pm
Missions

10:00am
Room in the
Inn training

11

12

17

13

14

15

8:30am Worship
11:30am
9:10am Children’s
Circle 9
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
9:45am Sunday Circle
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth Group

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
4:30pm Peacemaking
7:00pm Evening
Circle
7:00pm Camera
Club

9:15am Wed
Morn Circle
9:30am Circle 6
5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
6:00pm R Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

6:00pm
10:30am
Room in the Inn Morning
7:00pm
Prayer
Theology
Pub

18

20

21

22

8:30am Worship
MLK Day
9:10am Children’s
Office closed
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth Group

11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
Min
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Session

11:00am Circle 4
5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
6:00pm R Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

6:00pm
10:30am
Room in the Inn Morning
7:00pm
Prayer
Theology
Pub

25

27

28

29

30

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
6:00pm R Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

6:00pm Room
in the Inn
7:00pm
Theology
Pub

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

8:30am Worship
9:10am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth Group

19

16

26

23

10

24

31

Page 11

The Presbyterian Church
1003 State Street
Bowling Green, KY 42101
(270) 843-4707

Non-Profit Organization
Permit No. 202
U.S. Postage Paid
Bowling Green, KY

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Full-color newsletters are available online at
www.bgpres.org.
Jan. 15 is the deadline for the Feb. 2015 newsletter.
Please send your information to Alicia Carmichael at
deatoncarmichael@aol.com.
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www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff
Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Thomas N. Moody
Wayne Pope
David Muffett

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to
the glory
Page
12 of God.”

Richard Barefoot
Steve Moore
Cheryl Gregory
John Grise
Dana Patterson
Cedric Whitney
Michael Spencer

Pastor
Organist, Pastoral Assistant
Choir Director
Director of Youth Ministries
Property Administration
Financial Administrator
Treasurer
Secretary
Clerk of Session
Director, Preschool Learning Center
Custodian
Sunday Sexton

