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Is it time for a new hymnal? The book we are now
using, officially titled “The Presbyterian Hymnal,”
but popularly called “the Blue Book,” will be 24
years old this year. We have choir members who are younger than that!
Musical tastes change, and our understanding of the musical traditions of
“Reformed” or Presbyterian worship change. In the last 24 years, an enormous amount of music for worship has been composed, and we have gained
much greater access to the music of other people in other lands. The new
Presbyterian hymnal is called “Glory to God.” It is now being made available
for purchase.
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PLEASE NOTE:
There will be one
worship service on
Sunday March 9th,
at 10:00 am.

On Saturday and Sunday, March 8-9, our church will be hosting the Reverend Mary Margaret (Meg) Flannagan, the Hymnal Advocacy and Relations
Coordinator for the Presbyterian Publishing House. Meg is a wonderful advocate for the new hymnal. Tom Moody and I met Meg in June at the 2013
Montreat Worship and Music Conference and immediately invited her to
Bowling Green. See the schedule of activities for that weekend elsewhere in
this newsletter.
The Chair of the committee that has developed “Glory to God” for the
church, Mary Louise Bringle, quotes the Swiss theologian Karl Barth, in
describing the theology of the new hymnal. In his magisterial Church Dogmatics, Barth wrote: “Grace always demands the answer of gratitude. Grace
and gratitude belong together like heaven and earth. Grace evokes gratitude
like the voice of an echo.”
Gratitude follows grace like thunder follows lightning. Bringle notes that the
hymnal follows this pattern, with the first 380 hymns being related to the
glory of God and the last 250 being related to our grateful response to God’s
grace.
The first hymn in “Glory to God” is “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty.” A
full 65% of the hymns in the book are described as being familiar, and many
of these retain their page numbers from the Blue Book. Obviously, an enormous amount of thought has gone into the preparation of “Glory to God.”
It will be fun to learn more about the book when Meg Flannagan is here.
The Session of our church has authorized the purchase of 40 of the new
books, for use during the seminars and Sunday hymn fest that Meg Flannagan will lead. This purchase will also be sufficient to give the choir books
necessary for their use. Anyone wishing to help defray the cost of this purchase is welcome to do so. If you would like to purchase a book for the
church or for your own use, there will be this opportunity during the events of
March 8-9. The cost of each book is $20.
Know you are loved
Matthew
Page

Associate Pastor
February was a fun month with the fifth grade and down with the Valentine’s Party where we
painted canvases, made bookmarks, decorated cookies, made valentine boxes, and created an
assortment of valentines. In February we also had a Craft Ninjas session on a Saturday where all
ages could bring a craft to work on with most of the kids working on and showing us older ones how
to use a Rainbow Loom. On the last Sunday we had a special Children’s Church in Fellowship Hall,
which gave plenty of room to dance and sing while Bruce Kessler played guitar. We learned about
Jesus calming the sea and helping the disciples when they were scared. If you would like to see
some pictures they have been posted on Facebook.
Looking at March we have Ash Wednesday on March 5th with a special service kicking us off
into the season of Lent. During this season we can look forward to the Wednesday night meals and
worship, the children singing and playing in worship on Palm Sunday, and the Easter Egg Hunt.
Lent is an interesting time because it is one of contemplation and of challenging oneself to new
ways of living as people of God.
This year for the Lenten Devotional the focus is on the Art of Living and during the six weeks
it will focus on Searching for a Better Way, Gratitude, Around the Table, Finding Balance, Discovering Purpose, and Passing It On. The devotional has a short prayer, a scripture, a few questions to
ponder for adults and children, and quotes or lyrics. Each week there is an explanation and a
challenge. This devotional can be used individually or as a family. It is an opportunity to look at
oneself, others, and God differently during this season of Lent. The devotionals will be available
on Ash Wednesday.
In March the Monday Morning Education Program have three more sessions over the Middle
Ages where I will be covering the Crusades, Scholasticism, and Dante to name just a few things.
Please feel free to join us March 3rd, 10th, and 17th. Also, in March it is important to remember that
the Confimands are hard at work studying how Jesus is human and divine, what does it mean to
be chosen by God, how do we serve God, etc…. However, we are not all study and will enjoy a
Predators hockey game at the end of the month. During the month of March college students and
young adults are gathering at Spencer’s on Sunday nights to study world religions and how we
understand them.
A great deal is happening as we move in to this season of Lent. Please feel free to join us.
Books
The History of the Medieval World by Susan Wise Bauer
The First Three Thousand Years of Christianity by Diarmaid MacCulloch

Please look for the Children's Bulletin, which can be picked up with the
regular bulletins. The hope is to provide guidance on what is happening in
the service while leaving room for creative engagement.

Website for Children's Ministry is
http://bgpreschildrensministry.wordpress.com/
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Youth News
WINTER YOUTH RETREAT The Western Kentucky Presbytery Youth Council will hold it’s annual
Winter Youth Retreat at First Presbyterian Church in Owensboro, March 7-9. This year’s them is
“Surviving the Hunger Games”. This is for youth in grades 6-12. Cost is $35.
NASHVILLE PREDATORS HOCKEY GAME 15 tickets have been reserved for the March 30 game
against the Washington Capitals. The game begings at 7pm. We will leave from the church at 5pm.
Cost is $40 per person (includes game ticket and all you can eat & drink).
2014 MONTREAT YOUTH CONFERENCE will be July 12-19, 2014. Our group will once again be
staying at Linger Longer Lodge. This trip is for rising 8th graders through graduated seniors. There
are also opportunities for college students to participate in college work crew. Cost is $350. First deposits of $50 are due by February 1st. These will be refundable up to May 1st. Subsequent deposits
of $100 are due April 1, May 1, & June 1. Scholarships are available to help with the cost. The
theme is “Rooted & Reaching”.
2014 HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP TO THE JERSEY SHORE: The Western Kentucky Presbytery
is sponsoring this trip to Point Pleasant Beach, NJ. Point Pleasant Presbyterian Church will host our
volunteer village. We’ll be helping with Hurricane Sandy recovery. The dates are June 21-29, 2014.
The cost is $300 per person. We will fund raise to help with the cost and scholarship money is available. All rising 8th graders through graduated seniors are welcome. There are only 28 youth spots
available. Please encourage our youth to sign up! Non-refundable first deposits of $75 are due by
February 1.
David was away January 20 – February 3 on study leave. The first week he attended the Big
Ideas for Youth Ministry at Columbia Theological Seminary. Top youth ministry professionals in the
PC(USA), including Roger Nishioka & Michelle Thomas-Bush, will provide leadership. More info is
available here: http://www.ctsnet.edu/lifelong-courses-and-events . The second week he completed
his Princeton Theological Seminary - Certificate in Youth & Theology Program, at a Capstone Retreat in St. Simon’s Island, GA.
Sunday Youth Group meets every Sunday 5:30-8pm at the church. All youth in grades 6-12 are
welcome to join us! (Dinner 6-6:30, activities/study topics 6:30-8:00.) For the next few weeks we will
be discussing young people in the bible.
Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship (Grades 8-12, 5:30-6:30pm) meets at Spencer’s Coffeehouse.
Our Youth Ministry is built on the five intentions of the Presbyterian Youth Ministry:
To call young people to be disciples of Jesus Christ.
To respond to the needs and the interests of young people.
To work together, youth and adults, in partnership.
To be connected to the whole church, community, and the world.
To include all young people, reaching out and inviting them to belong to the community of faith.
For more information on our Youth Ministry, contact David Muffett (Director of Youth Ministries), at
david.muffett@bgpres.org
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Congregational Care & Fellowship
Presbyterian Women
Because of the new hymnal fest on 3/9, Sunday Circle will meet on the third Sunday, March 16th.
PW Spring Gathering will be April 10th in Henderson, Kentucky. Donna Meredith will be attending a
planning meeting on Monday and will provide the details when they are decided!
A group of 14 Presbyterian Ladies went to see "The Church Basement Ladies: A Mighty Fortress is
our Basement” on Saturday, February 22nd. And we had great fun!! We all related very well to the
nineteen sixties set of Lutheran ladies who support the church from the basement kitchen. An afternoon of laughter always makes for a great day.

Lenten Dinners
Our Ash Wednesday congregational supper will be held at 6:15 p.m. on Wednesday, March 5th.
Please bring a dish to share! The Ash Wednesday service will follow in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.
The following Wednesday evening dinners/services (March 12, 19, 26 and April 2) will be catered
and start with supper at 5:15 and the service at 6:05 p.m. Sign-up sheets will be available on
Wednesday evenings and between services on Sunday.

TPC Art Gallery News
Join us in the fellowship hall March 21st for the first gallery hop of the season where we will be
showcasing a collection of artwork in varying mediums by local female artists, all alumni of WKU.
This exhibit will continue through June 16th.
The current exhibit of our own church members will be displayed through March 20th.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
The Family of Dena Hill
Catherine Reber in the death of her grandfather
Allison Willian in the death of her brother
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Friends
At a recent Presbyterian Homes and Services Board meeting we were reminded
that
Aging is not a mistake.
Aging is not Youth gone wrong.
In the fullness of life that God has created us for, if we are lucky, it includes the process of aging.
Keep in mind how much experience and wisdom you’ve gained.
And if you are caring for someone whose memory is failing, remember that doing so is an act of
love, but it does require lots of adjustments and figuring out new strategies for care. Love yourself,
give yourself some respite and don’t forget to laugh. Consider watching some I Love Lucy episodes
(or another funny one) with the person you are caring for.
Here is some good information about stimulating your brain from
http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/releases/272813.php

 Challenge yourself. The satisfaction you get from doing things slightly beyond your comfort zone
actually changes your brain chemistry, making you feel more positive.

 Change yourself. Novelty helps your brain. So it's good to experience new things, take on new
situations and meet new people. Doing this will keep things fresh, with fewer dull moments.

 Learn something new. This encourages the growth of new brain cells and stimulates the connections between them.
And from the same site: When should you be concerned about your Memory?
Just because you have a memory problem doesn't mean you have a brain disease or even that it is
permanent. Forgetting where you put your keys for the third time in a week or immediately forgetting
the name of a person you've just been introduced to are normal memory lapses that you don't need
to worry about. However there are some forms of forgetfulness that do warrant a visit to your doctor:

 If you get disoriented about where you are, or what time of day it is.
 If you get lost in a place you've been familiar with for years.
 If you start repeating the same story every day, without realizing it.
Happy St Patrick’s Day, If you are Irish---Donna Hill
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Presbyterians Have a New Hymnal
Glory to God
You Are Invited to Join The Reverend Mary Margaret Flannagan, of the
Presbyterian Publishing House, in a series of informative events.
March 8-9
The Presbyterian Church/ Bowling Green
The Schedule
Saturday, March 8:
9:30am – Registration and coffee
10am – Morning prayer
10:20am – 11:50am – Hymnody 101:
A general introduction to congregational song
history, preparing Glory to God, and beginning the new song.
Noon – 12:45pm – lunch
12:45pm – 2pm – Hymn Sing! Join us for less talk and more singing. We will
look through old favorites, new possibilities, and take requests as time permits.
Sunday, March 9:
9:00 A.M.—Sunday School
10:00 A.M.—One Worship Service at 10:00 A.M. in which Rev. Flannagan and
our Ministers will lead a Hymn Festival for the beginning of Lent.
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Church and Community
Coffee Project Sale
Orders for fairly traded coffee, chocolate and tea will be taken in Fellowship
Hall on Sunday, March 9 from 9:00—10:00 A.M and from 11:00—Noon.
Thanks for your support of this ministry.

An Update on Transitional Housing
by Brook Schreiner
Our current client is Tony. Tony worked for 20 years as a theater janitor. He calls it his dream job
because he had routine and he could be isolated. He's always had anxiety about crowds and being
around people. He dropped out of high school due to anxiety, so he's always been restricted to janitor
jobs, yet he enjoys them. While he worked, he always lived in the Housing Authority. He had wonderful credit, and he had few relationships; however, about 7 years ago his theater closed, and he lost
his job. He then went to work as a mall janitor for a few years, but his company lost the contract and
he was again unemployed.
About 5 years ago, he was unemployed and he had no support system, so he just isolated himself in
his home and lived off of his savings and credit cards. He built up massive amounts of debt and was
faced with eviction. He became so overwhelmed with his situation that he abandoned his home, car,
all possessions, and went to live in the woods. He lived in the woods for one year, and he would stay
with a friend off and on during the winter. He came to HOTEL INC last summer, and he was starving.
He hadn't eaten in almost 3 weeks, so Rhondell gave him bags of food; however, we didn't know his
situation and that he couldn't cook. He almost got salmonella from not cooking his food.
I met Tony in September when he came to the office to do laundry. He wouldn't speak to anyone,
wouldn't look anyone in the eye, and he was very depressed about his situation. He did tell me that
he had faith and that he used to love listening to Rev. Charles Stanley on TV. Over the next few
weeks, he came to Homeless Outreach, which was terrifying for him with the crowds, and he also
used our laundry facility. Tony began to tell me about his past and his debt. He wanted a cell phone
so that he could job search and be called by an employer. We worked on getting him food stamps,
then we got him a government cell phone.
As we worked with him, he began to open up more and gain hope that his situation would change. He
was constantly conflicted. He wanted a job and to re-enter society, but he felt like he had significant
mental issues that were preventing him from being around others. His dream was to see a psychiatrist and receive medication that might make him "normal."
Around October, God opened a door at ServiceMaster Cleaning Company and we approached them
about offering Tony a job on their disaster recovery team. They met with Tony and it seemed like the
job was promising. It took a few weeks to hear back, and during that time, Tony became fearful and
discouraged. He disappeared and I couldn't contact him. Two weeks later, ServiceMaster called
wanting to offer him full-time employment. I had no idea where he was, but I said I'd find him by the
end of the day.
(see “Confidence, Trust and Independence” on page 9)
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March 2014 Property Ministry Report
Things have been going smoothly at the church this month. The following issues are being
addressed.
1. The biggest issue still being addressed is moisture seeping through the outside brick wall
and window frames of the 3rd floor classrooms and stairway. This week Keith Hatler from
Terry Hatler Construction will begin caulking around the windows and in all visible cracks
in the outside brick wall. After the caulk has sealed Mr. Hatler will spray high-grade sealant
on the entire outside brick wall, which combined with the caulking should prevent the
moisture from seeping inside the building. Regarding the sealant, I met with Mike Batson
from Classic Paints and reviewed the 2012 E. Baird Dixon report (architect consulted for
2013 church restoration project) to determine sealant to be used.
2. Regarding installation of a handicapped ramp outside the 10th street entrance, I submitted a
Request for Change of Traffic Control Conditions form with the city after talking with Mark
Absher. There is a decent chance the city will pay for the ramp being that it would be considered a loading/unloading zone for public use. We give up one parking space and there
will be a loading/unloading only sign installed. I hope to hear back from Mark in the near
future regarding the city paying for the ramp.
3. Regarding fixing the cracks in the sidewalk caused by the heavy equipment used during the
2013 brick restoration project, I spoke with A-1 Concrete Services LLC again and requested
another bid. I asked that they consider lowering the price if we combine the handicapped
ramp and sidewalk repair jobs. They agreed to lower the price by $300, from $3500 to $3200.
After I hear back from the city regarding its willingness to fund the ramp project I will get
back with A-1 Concrete to schedule the job.
4. I met with Kyle Hunt from the Bowling Green Public Works Department a couple of weeks
ago regarding its plan to build a sidewalk on the Pearl Street side of HOTEL Inc. (The Little
Rock Church) located 1006 Boatlanding Road. I suggested they place automobile entry and
exit ramps in the sidewalk leading to the back yard, which is currently used for parking. I
spoke with Mark today and he told me that it would not be a problem to include the ramps
in the design of the sidewalk.

The Property Ministry members, Nancy English, David Faxon, Doug Humphrey, Tom Moody,
Bob Hunt, Larry Warden, David Muffett, Richard Barefoot, and Bobby Rabold would like to
express their appreciation to the church congregation for their support. Submitted by: Bobby
Rabold, Chairman, Property Ministry Committee.
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Financial Summary
Bud
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Receipts
Confidence, Trust and Independence

Expenses
(from page 7)

I prayed that God would help me find him, so I called an elderly woman who he sometimes
contacted. She was going to a doctor appointment at the hospital, and Tony was supposed to meet
her there. It might have been stalking, hah, but I went with her to the appointment and met Tony.
He was very nervous about the job, but he felt like this was his opportunity for change. He called
the job and accepted.
Transportation was then a huge issue. For several weeks, I took Tony to work and picked him up
every day; however, his bosses were wonderful and soon offered for Tony to live at their shop until
he could save up for permanent housing. This was a great transition for Tony. He was able to
become stable in his job, move indoors, and get ready for his own housing. Since November, Tony
has been gaining so much confidence, trust, and independence. His anxiety is a daily battle; but by
January, I knew he was the right person for the Transitional House. He is very responsible, hardworking, and committed to moving forward.
He loves the Transitional House, and is excited to work with his budgeting, cooking, and faith
mentors during the 90 days. This past week he went to his first psychiatrist appointment, and he's
pursuing debt management so he can recover financially. It is a blessing to serve Tony, and I can't
wait to see how he transforms during these 90 days.
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March Birthdays
March 1
Betty Jo Beard
David Gentry
Anna Sue Heller
Drew Mauldin
March 2
Lia Schafer
Jeane Smith
March 3
Mary Catherine
Kirkwood
March 4
Jonathan Hendrix
March 7
Patty Greninger
Rita Rudloff
March 8
Peggy Carthrae
Audrey Cook
Eva Cook
Buzz English
March 10
Lucinda Anderson
John Franklin
March 12
Jeffrey Johnson
Luke Johnson
Todd Kessler
March 13
Steve Downey
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Ahmad Gilliam
Alex Mauldin
Virginia Neel
Katie Wyrick
March 14
Kate Grise
March 15
Karol Kirby Ahmed
Chuck Webb
March 16
Eleanor Short
March 18
Beth Tyrie
March 19
Sarah Johnston
Kelly Wyrick
Daniel Zeller
March 20
Will Barrick
March 21
Bob Hunt
March 22
Leigh Ballard
March 23
Earlene Chelf
Nina Njoku
March 24
Lynn Reeves
March 25
Bud Schlinker

Jamie Simpson
March 27
Henry Heller
March 28
Clark Carthrae
Dorothy Reeves
March 29
Jennifer Del Pozo
Sarah Ellis
Mike Kanan
March 30
Phillip Cardwell
Katrina Barnhill
March 31
Toni Stahl

March Calendar of Events
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2

3

4

8:30am Worship
9:10am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth Group

10:00am Mon.
Morning Educ.
11:00am
Circle 3 at
Village Manor

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Deacons

9

10

Hymnal Event Wknd
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship

10:00am Mon.
Morning Educ.
11:30am
Circle 9

5

Ash
Wednesday

6

7

8

6:15pm Youth
Fellowship
6:15pm Dinner
7:00pm Worship

10:30am
Hymnal
Morning Prayer Event
7:00pm Theology
Weekend
Pub
Youth Retreat 9:30 Coffee
and
Registration

11

12

13

14

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
4:30pm Peacemaking
7:00pm Eve. Circle
7:00pm Camera
Club

9:15am Wed.
Morning Circle
9:30am Circle 6
5:15pm Dinner
5:30pm Youth
Fellowship
6:05pm Worship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

9:30am TaiChi

10:30am
Morning Prayer

8:30am Worship 17
St. Patrick's Day
9:10am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday Circle (date chg)
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth Group

18

19

20

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
Min.
1:00pm CUICHM
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Session

11:00am Circle 4 9:30am TaiChi
10:30am
5:15pm Dinner
Morning Prayer
7:00pm Theology
5:30pm Youth
Pub
Fellowship
6:05pm Worship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

23

25

26

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

5:15pm Dinner
9:30am TaiChi
10:30am
5:30pm Youth
Morning Prayer
7:00pm Theology
Fellowship
6:05pm Worship Pub
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

Daylight Savings
Time begins

16

24

8:30am Worship
9:10am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth Group

30

8:30am Worship
9:10am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
5:00pm Youth to
hockey game

9:30am TaiChi

7:00pm Theology
Pub
7:00pm Missions

27

15

21

22

28

29

31
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Saturday, March 15th, is the deadline
for the April 2014 newsletter.
Send your information to
sheilareeves@reevesfirst.com
Full Color Newsletters are available online at
www.bgpres.org

March 2014

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270)843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Rev. Kara Hildebrandt
Thomas N. Moody
Wayne Pope
David Muffett
Richard Barefoot
Steve Moore
Cheryl Gregory
Dana Patterson
Cedric Whitney
Michael Spencer
Sheila Reeves

Pastor
Associate Pastor
Organist, Pastoral Assistant
Choir Director
Director of Youth Ministries /
Property Administration
Financial Administrator
Treasurer
Secretary
Director, Preschool Learning Center
Custodian
Sunday Sexton
Newsletter Editor

