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But Everybody’s Doing It!
No, They’re Not.
I came of age during the end of the cultural milestone called “the 1960’s.”
At a few points it seemed that, in fact, everybody really was “dropping out
and turning on.” It was a confusing time. But, of course, not everyone was
confused. Some people kept their aspirations alive and their dreams in place,
and did not give in to the excesses of the day.
Nobody Goes to Church Anymore!
Yes, They Do.
In a similar vein, nowadays there is a lot of talk about the demise of the
so-called “traditional church.” True enough: There are some troubling trends
at work right now. I suspect all of us know this list, and could add to this list.
Rising distrust of structures and organizations, including the church. This
effects commitment and participation.
A secularization of American society, to which the Church has responded by
a secularization of its own, emphasizing politics and the advocacy of social
causes, rather than spirituality.
A widening generational divide, partially related to the use of technological
devices and forms of communication.
A loss of denominational identity, so that the distinctives of a particular
Church are unknown or forgotten. This idea that “all churches are pretty
much the same” reduces commitment/loyalty to a particular church.
We could add to this list that Sunday mornings are a pleasant opportunity to
rest, stay at home, and be lazy. There are also the demands of sports, which
are powerful indeed.
Still, there are people who keep their personal and spiritual aspirations alive
and their hopeful dreams in place, and do not accept the many excuses
available for not attending or participating in worship.
Integrity: A Double-edged Sword or
A Two-way Street?
It is critically important that the church continue to be true to itself and to
its calling. Fundamentally, we are the Body of Jesus Christ at work and in
ministry in the world. We are meant to witness to the saving, forgiving love of
God in everything we say and do. In view of Jesus’ resurrection, we seek
to lift people up; restore and repair what, in peoples’ lives has becomes
broken; and to resist evil with the power of goodness. A church that does
these things creatively and well has integrity. Similarly, people who find
reason to worship their creator; to accept the care and forgiveness of God,
ministered through God’s people; and want to worship God; discover great
additional depth.
See you in church?
Know you are loved,
Matthew Covington
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This month I am continuing to discuss the shifts happening in the church and culture that were
talked about with Circle 4 in March. Last month I discussed how important experience is to the
younger generations and what that means. Experiences are what people are looking for in culture and in worship.
Over the last few years statistics have been gathered looking at church attendance, membership,
who goes, who doesn’t. The PEW Research Center is one of many groups that gather data. In
2012 they made a splash across headlines when they talked about how much the group that describes themselves to be unaffiliated grew in just five years. They went from just over 15% to just
under 20%. However, the really startling research was that of the 46 million adults that consider
themselves to be unaffiliated, “Two-thirds of them say they believe in God (68%). More than half
say they often feel a deep connection with nature and the earth (58%), while more than a third
classify themselves as ‘spiritual’ but not ‘religious’ (37%), and one-in-five (21%) say they pray
every day.” When I talk to college students and younger adults (ages 25-40) this seems to hold
true. They are fascinated by religion and talking about God but rarely do they attend church. The
author Diana Butler Bass in her book Christianity After Religion calls the decade from 2000-2010
“The Horrible Decade” with respect to the church and she lists the following reasons as to why
this is the case. “2001: The September 11 terrorist attacks, 2002: The Roman Catholic sex abuse
scandal, 2003: Protestant conflict over homosexuality, 2004: The religious Right wins the battle,
but loses the war, 2007: The Great Religious Recession.” She makes the case that all of these
things have impacted the image and understanding of church and is playing a role in why
younger generations have turned away from the institution. She goes on to say, “This I suspect,
is the root of many people’s anxiety about church - that religion is the purveyor of a sort of salvation that does not address their lived struggles. So those who once ‘believed’ in this sort of salvation migrate away from church, seeking instead something they call spirituality.”
The migration away from the church has not only affected the mainline protestant groups but ALL
denominations. Even the non-denominational groups are experiencing this trend. So nationally in
all churches there is a decline of about two percentage points from 2003 – 2012 in religious attendance. When thinking about national trends it is important to look at what is happening in our
own denomination. In the PCUSA in 2011 the average attendance was 58% of membership. This
number is the average attendance of the year divided by the number of members. In our Presbytery the Western Kentucky Presbytery average for 2012 was 51%. Our church in 2012 had an
average attendance of 37%. Numbers aren’t the end game but it does help us in thinking about
the shifts nationally and locally and how we might think about what it means for us to be church.
The author Reggie McNeal helps us sum up some things we might consider thinking about in
these shifts in the culture and the church. He says, “A post-congregational culture requires a
strategy of engaging people right where they already live, work, play, go to school, and pursue
their hobbies and passions. It’s incarnational. It lets them live more intentionally, learning to love
God and their neighbors more, making a contribution to their community, all with people they
know and are known by. This is the recipe for a new church life form.”
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Youth News
Kelly Goad & Mark Shafer continue to lead Youth Sunday School.
Youth Group continues to meet on Sundays from 6-8pm. Dinner provided by youth families
and others runs from 6-6:30 followed by discussion groups or recreation events. (Grades 6-12)
We will not meet on May 26 (Memorial Day weekend).
Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship meets for dinner at Spencer’s Coffeehouse from 5:30 –
6:30pm. (Grades 8-12) WNF will not meet in June & July.
Youth Sunday will be on Pentecost, May 19th. The youth will be leading the worship service
and our graduating high school seniors will be recognized. Please email senior bios (with a
photo) to david.muffett@bgpres.org. Deadline for bios is Thursday, May 16. Youth Group that
evening will be a cookout at Kereiakes Park 6-8pm. Bring friends!
Third Montreat Deposits of $100 are now due. We will attend the Summer Youth Conference
July 13-20. Total cost is $350 per person. Scholarships are available to help with the cost. Additional deposits of $100 will be due on April 1, May 1, & June 1. The theme for this year is “Here
and be Heard”. We now have 18 signed up for the trip but there is room for more. Contact David
for more info! Montreat Sunday is scheduled for August 11th at the Pig Pickin’.
A trip to Holiday World is scheduled for Wednesday, June 12th. Cost: $30.
Summer Mission Opportunities:
Wednesday Mission Workdays in June from 10:00am-2:00pm. We’ll do various mission projects in the BG community.
City Sights/City Lights Middle School Mission Experience (rising 6th graders – rising 9th
graders) will be held at First Presbyterian Hopkinsville June 26-28. Cost $50. This is a Western
Kentucky Presbytery event. We will participate as a group.
The Western Kentucky Presbytery has a High School Mission Trip planned to Philadelphia, PA July 7-14. We will not be participating as a group on this trip since it overlaps with our
Montreat trip. However, if any high school students are interested in going, please contact David.
Cost is $500. The group will be working with Broadstreet Ministry in Philly. Adults from other
churches will lead.
The Youth Ministry Team met on Sunday, April 14th at 5:00pm. A calendar for the remainder
of 2013 has been developed and is available on the youth page http://bgpres.org/#/welcome/
youth-ministry. Summer Youth Group format will be dinner & a movie at various members’
homes beginning in June. The next Youth Ministry Team meeting will be May 12 at 5:00pm
prior to Youth Group.
For more information on our Youth Ministry, contact David Muffett at david.muffett@bgpres.org
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Kids’ Page

Website for Children's Ministry is
http://bgpreschildrensministry.wordpress.com/
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Congregational Care & Fellowship
New art exhibit is in
Fellowship Hall

The Reverend Dr. and Mrs. Matthew West Covington
request the honor of your presence
at the marriage of their daughter

Please note that there is a new art
exhibit in the gallery, featuring the
work of Owensboro artists Carol
Colburn (mother of church member
Linda Seagle), Carol Riley, and Deanie
Johnson.
They have some really beautiful pieces,
so don't forget to stop by Fellowship
Hall to view them!

Claire Hewitt
to Grant Ellis Duren
Saturday, the eighteenth of May
Two thousand thirteen
at five o’clock
The Presbyterian Church
1003 State Street
Bowling Green, Kentucky
Reception to follow in the fellowship hall

Please call the church office by May 3rd
to let us know you are attending

I would like to
thank my wonderful Church Family
for
al l
yo u r
thoughts,
prayers
and support.
With your help
and the wonderful care of my
beloved Georgeanna, I believe
we have turned the corner to
getting better. May God Bless
each and every one of you!
Charlie Capito

Thank you to the church staff for making my Mother’s memorial service
such a sweet tribute to her one hundred years plus years of life. The
service was beautiful and having a video that family and friends far
away could view was an unexpected gift. The luncheon prepared by the
Special Care Committee was a lovely time of fellowship for our family.
My church friends have blessed us in so many ways during my Mother’s
final days, and we are truly grateful.
Sincerely,
Sally Calkins and Family
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Children’s Sunday set for May 12
Children's Sunday will be May 12th (also Mother's Day). We are planning to
have the children bring the scriptures to life, like we did last year. We are telling
the stories of praising God, God calling Samuel, Jesus at the Temple, and Jesus
blessing the children. We have lots of "roles" to fill and would LOVE to have
your children participate. We will hold one rehearsal the week prior to get costumes worked out and "staging" done.
Also, if you child currently plays an instrument, we would like for them to share a piece during the
prelude. The chimes, choir, and Orff ensembles will be participating in worship as well.
So . . . what do I need from you? Please respond and let me know if your child is interested and if
they wish to play an instrument. margaret_f_stein@hotmail.com or 270-779-2579.

Friends
When someone you care about is diagnosed with Alzheimer’s or another dementia
there is one thing that is guaranteed: mental function will decrease. Therefore having a plan in place could relieve some stress in the long term. If it is early enough,
the person diagnosed could be part of that planning. If it is later, consider asking for
an opinion on either this or that.
As soon as possible consider the financial implications and what is the best plan based on your resources to assure care. There is a possibility that the person with dementia will outlive the caregiver. If financial planning doesn’t happen to be your strong suit ask your friends for references for a
certified financial counselor who could help you put in place a trust or just a plan that will protect the
resources that would be available.
Medically speaking, as health declines there are more decisions to make. The web site choosingwisely.com “encourages physician, patients and other stakeholders to think and talk about medical
tests and procedures that may be unnecessary, and in some instances cause harm”. Earlier, rather
than later, talk with all the family members involved about directions you think best fit your family’s
values.

Holy Joe’s Café
Thanks to our recent coffee, tea,
and chocolate sale and generous
donations to Holy Joe's Cafe, the
Peacemaking Committee has sent
four cases of Fellowship Blend
coffee to Afghanistan for use by
Chaplains in church
services and counseling
with
our
troops. Thanks for
your continued support of this important
ministry.

Financial Summary
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Budget
Actual

Year to Date March
2013

Expenses

Girls’ Night Out 2 !
Brought back by popular demand! Good friends, good food and lots of
laughs … for girls only. Whether you’re young or young at heart, come join
us May 29th, at 5:30 pm. TPC’s Got Talent!
Paid reservations are required. Tickets will be available for purchase
between and after services on May 5th, 12th, and 19th OR you may
mail your check to: Gretchen Bettersworth, 2293 Richpond Rd., 42104.
$12 for adults; $6 for girls 4-10; girls under 4 are free. Nursery provided.
Seating is limited, so be sure to reserve your space soon! Deadline May 22.

Presbyterian Women
Circle 3 will meet on Monday, May 6 at 10:30 at the church.
Sunday Morning Circle will meet on May 5th this month.
Our church’s spring luncheon will be held May 6th at noon in the fellowship hall.
Donations for the Newborns in Need program and the Birthday Offering will be
accepted. Our speaker is Stormie Murtie from the Camp for Courageous Kids in
Scottsville, KY. Please RSVP to the church office by Friday, May 3rd.
Hygiene Kits—Judy Persons reported that 1,000 hygiene kits and 25 baby kits were delivered to
the Brethan Service Center in Maryland. Thanks to all of you who participated in this very worthwhile project for the Presbyterian Disaster Relief program.
The Spring Gathering at Smiths Grove was a great success despite the rain. We had 5 ladies from
Cecelia and 7 from o8ur church that attended. David Muffett was kind enough to drive the church
van that provided additional fellowship and fun. New officers were installed a Lions’ Club program
called Kidsight explained. Quilts for the Uspiritus Bellewood program were dedicated. Betty Shepperson, outgoing PW Moderator, conducted a very meaningful worship and communion service.

2013 Birthday Offering: Love Your Neighbor
Since 1922, Presbyterian Women have collected money in the spring to glorify God and meet the
needs of a neighbor. New and innovative mission projects throughout the world have received
funds after turning in a proposal for a grant. This year the goal of the Birthday Offering is $500,000,
and all money will be sent to the Westminster Neighborhood Ministries in Indianapolis, Indiana.
The Westminster ministries help families in the Near Eastside of Indianapolis. About 34% of the
families there have incomes below the poverty level. Westminster plans to expand its basic educational services for preschool through adult; provide financial counseling to families; job training; cooking, health and fitness training; and anger management classes.
Your gift to the Birthday Offering will enable our neighbors in Indianapolis to better cope with everyday stresses, understand educational options, and improve the lives of the children in the community. Please turn in your offering during your Circle Meeting or in the church office anytime before June. Give online at www.presbyterianwomen.org/birthday.

END OF THE YEAR CELEBRATION On Sunday May 19th following
the 11:00am worship, we will have a celebration in Fellowship Hall. Lunch
will be served and we will have painting and activities for kids. Join us!
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Church and Community
The Property Ministry Report for May 2013
In the April Issue of the Presbyterian Courier, the Property Ministry reported that The
Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green, Inc. as Trustee for and d/b/a The Presbyterian
Church of Bowling Green was in the process of signing a contract with Simon Masonry
for work on the exterior brick of the church building. On Tuesday, March 26, 2013, a
contract was signed by Mr. Terry Simon of Simon Masonry to begin the brick work.
On Friday, April 5, 2013, Simon Masonry began preliminary work on the church exterior, and on April 8, the contractor moved a super lift to the church grounds and began
grinding out the old mortar and installing and tuck pointing new lime-based mortar.
This work will probably continue for the next several weeks, weather permitting. Following this activity, the exterior walls will be cleaned with a restoration cleaner, using
minimal water pressure. Afterwards, a breathable exterior masonry sealer/water repellant will be applied to the exterior brick. We anticipate that all work will be accomplished on the exterior of the church building by the first or second week in May,
weather permitting.
Parishioners have been alerted that the State St. entrances will be inaccessible until
work on the front of the church building has been completed as well as equipment and
barriers removed from in front of the church.
The Property Ministry is currently investigating several contractors to conduct restoration of the oak doors for both State St. entrances. When a contractor has been identified and a contract issued, both sets of doors will be removed and, once again, the entrance to the church building will be only through the 10th Street entrance.
The Property Ministry is in the process of identifying a contractor to clean the interior of
the Bell Tower which has considerable dirt, dust, and trash scattered about, and is considered a source for unclean air escaping into the Sanctuary. Also, a storage room adjacent to one of the pre-school rooms in the basement is extremely dirty with plaster
falling off the walls, and is another source for unclean air infiltrating into the Sanctuary.
David Muffett, reports on other work:
1. Lyons service has completed the wrapping of the air vents in the attic above the
Sanctuary.
2. Additional insulation will be added to the attic which will increase the effectiveness of
the existing insulation and provide a level degree of both heating and cooling.
3. The floors of the kitchen have been power cleaned by Master Clean and the tile
grout has been sealed. Ceiling tiles and cabinets have also been cleaned.
(continued next page)
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Building maintenance
proceeding (cont from page 8)
4. One of the air condition chiller
fans needs replacing.
The estimated costs to replace
the unit is as follows:
- Motor - $645.00
- Labor - $480.00
Total: $1,135.00
5. The sewer line at HOTEL INC.
has needed clearing twice in the
past two months and requires
further investigation as to the
source of the blockage. The line
from HOTEL INC. runs at right
angles out to the main sewer line
which suggests, at least, one
cause of the blockage.
6. The renovation of the interior is
now scheduled to begin on May
26, 2013. Worship service on
June 2, 2013 will be held in the
Fellowship Hall due to the painting of the Sanctuary and adjacent hallways, and etc. Parishioners will be notified if
there is a change in the schedule.
Submitted by: Gilbert T. Calhoun, Chairman, Property Ministry

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
Sally Calkins in the death of her mother, Mabel Simmons
Liz Cates in the death of her father Thomas G. Cates
Wayne Pope in the death of his mother, Lena Mae Pope
Brian Bodenhamer in the death of his father Jim Bodenhamer
Family of Cindy Ezell
Family of Don Meredith
Family of Bob Adams
Family of Effie Forte
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May Birthdays
May 1
John Tower
May 2
Sarah Beth Capito
Matthew Gentry
Mark Patton
May 3
Ted Gray
Jamie Whitaker
May 4
Ramona Bobbitt
May 5
Christian Croxton
Emma Elliott
Vera Gramling
Barbara Howell
May 6
June Rose Garrott
Fred Trickey
May 7
David Sears
May 8
Lynne Atkerson
Gilbert Calhoun
May 9
Ryan Gott
Lee McMichael
Lester Reeves
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May 12
Addisyn Jackson
May 13
Dot Deloteus
Randy Elliott
Caroline Hudson
B. J. Jordan
May 14
Steve Moore
May 16
John Perkins, Jr.
May 18
John Kernohan
Alicia McFarland
Cathy Reynolds
May 19
Mandane Ennis
May 20
Robert Byrd
Alicia Carmichael
May 22
Caleb Johnson
Emma Simpson
May 24
Eric Bigler
Peggy Pack

May 25
Caroline Atkerson
Hart Carwell
May 26
Pamela Napier
May 27
Mary Clemons
Peyton White
May 28
Matthew Byrd
Willie Byrd
Paula McMahan
Alex Oldham
May 29
Sheena Burkeen
May 30
Jean Lush
Karen Watson
May 31
Kelley Purpus

May Calendar of Events
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

Sat

3

4

11:00am LIFE prog. 9:30am TaiChi 10:30am
5:30pm Youth Fshp
Contemplative
6:00pm Rainbow
Prayers
Ringers
7:00pm
7:00pm Chancel Theology Pub
Choir

5
8:30am Worship
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
9:45am Sun. Morn.
Circle
11:00am Worship
1:00pm Student
Recital
6:00pm Youth
Group

12

Mother’s Day
Children’s Sunday

6

7

8

10:30am Circle 3
11:00am LIFE prog.
12:00pm PWomen
Luncheon

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Deacons

9:15am Wed.
9:30am TaiChi
Morn. Circle
9:30am Circle 6
11:00am LIFE prog.
5:30pm Youth Fshp
6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir
7:00pm
Theology Pub

10:30am
Contemplative
Prayers
6:30pm
Gordoneers

14

15

17

7:00pm Phoenix Gp

13

9

16

10

11

18

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am LIFE prog. 11:00am Special
Care
11:30am Circle 9
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
4:30pm
Peacemaking
5:30pm Worship
Min.
7:00pm Phoenix Gp 6:30pm Missions
7:00pm Camera
Club

9:30am TaiChi 10:30am
Contemplative
11:00am Circle 4
Prayers
11:00am LIFE prog.

Pentecost
Youth Sunday
8:30am Worship
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
12:00pm End of
Year Celebration
6:00pm Youth
Group

20

22

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am LIFE prog. 11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
Min.
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Evening
Circle
7:00pm Phoenix Gp 7:00pm Session

9:30am TaiChi 10:30am
Contemplative
11:00am LIFE prog.
Prayers

26

27

29

8:30am Worship
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth
Group

11:00am LIFE prog.

8:30am Worship
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth
Group

19

21

28

5:00pm
Covington
Wedding

5:30pm Youth Fshp
6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm
7:00pm Chancel Theology Pub
Choir

23

24

25

5:30pm Youth Fshp
6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel 7:00pm
Choir
Theology Pub

30

31

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am LIFE prog. 9:30am TaiChi 10:30am
11:00am Special
Contemplative
5:30pm Youth Fshp
Care
Prayers
5:30pm Girls’ Night
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
Out
6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm
7:00pm Phoenix Gp
7:00pm Chancel
Theology Pub
Choir
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Wednesday, May 15th, is the deadline
for the June 2013 newsletter.
Send your information to
sheilareeves@reevesfirst.com
Full Color Newsletters are available online at
www.bgpres.org
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The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
12 of God.”
toPage
the glory
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Thomas N. Moody
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Richard Barefoot
Steve Moore
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Cedric Whitney
Michael Spencer
Sheila Reeves

Pastor
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Organist, Pastoral Assistant
Choir Director
Director of Youth Ministries /
Property Administration
Financial Administrator
Treasurer
Secretary
Director, Preschool Learning Center
Custodian
Sunday Sexton
Newsletter Editor

