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Pastoral Note
In March, the Session reviewed some of the material we collected as part of our “Holy
Conversations” in 2011. One of the matters that seemed to matter the most was the ways
we welcome people, and include them in our fellowship and worship.
We’ve Got Some Good Things Going But…
In the “Holy Conversations,” it was frequently said that the church is involved in a lot of good
things, but that people may not necessarily know about these things. Many of us used
words such as communication, outreach, and publicity to describe what’s needed.
To the Lifeboats! Children and Families First!
It is clear that our children and their families are important. It has been especially inspiring to
see the children, under the direction of Marilyn Mason and Sarah Capito, singing and playing
chimes in worship. In the “Holy Conversations,” our commitments to families were expressed
consistently. We are blessed to have so many children in our church, and we are blessed
with leaders, such as Marilyn, Sarah, Margaret Stein, and others.
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Fellowship and Fun
The church has a vital role in people’s lives as a center for people to gather in a wholesome,
safe, and fun environment with people we care about and from whom we receive care. It’s a
pretty good deal. It would be an even better deal, if more people availed themselves of the
opportunities. Clearly, they don’t know what they’re missing.
Ideas About What You Can Do
The Session considered several things that they could do, to foster communication, fellowship, and participation. Here they are.
•Consider a brief “elevator speech” you could use to describe to others what you like about
our church. An elevator speech is a prepared statement that could be used any time you are
with someone else (in an elevator, on a street corner, at lunch). It has to be “punchy,” and
communicate your excitement.
•Invite your friends. Things such as the Gallery Hops, fellowship events such as Gordoneers, Women’s Circles, or the Men’s Square (April 20) are great opportunities to include
someone, and make them feel welcome. Youth and children’s activities are numerous, and
people with children will want to know about these.
•You could join the Elders and Deacons of our church in attending church activities and
worship more regularly, as an example to others; and because “numbers attract numbers.”
•Personal connections with visitors and possible new members are critically important. If you
see someone you know beginning to attend worship, you should welcome them, and follow
up with them about coming again.
•Remember the “Two Minute Rule,” which means you will take two minutes after worship
each week to be purposeful about meeting and greeting newcomers. If you’re not sure if
someone is new, you can use the foolproof question, “How long have you been coming to
the Presbyterian Church?” It’s fun, and easy.
•Remember to introduce any new person to someone else before you leave. That increases
the welcome! Sometimes this is called “picket fencing,” because it connects people (like
pickets).
Most likely, you get the idea. Nothing travels faster that word-of-mouth, and nothing is better
to pass along than good news.
And know you are loved.
Matthew
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In March the women’s Circle 4 asked me to speak about the shifts happening in the culture and
the church on a national and local level. Shifts are happening whether its in the culture or in the
church but to understand what’s happening in the church we must start with the culture. Recently
an article was written by Derek Penwell in the religion section of the Huffington Post entitled
What If the Kids Don’t Want Our Church? I recommend reading the article because it gives voice
to the values held by different generations. The article presents a good way for us to look at the
differences in values. As Penwell says, “For previous generations, stuff was what you spent the
bulk of your time working to acquire, then spent the leftover time working to maintain and repair,
so that you would have something to hand down to your children.” The older generation has valued and collected fine china, silver, and furniture, but the younger generation does not necessarily want any of that. I heard people in the circle say, “my children/grandchildren have said they
don’t want my stuff.” This has happened because the younger generation has placed value on
experience/adventure. So for most young people the number one thing they value is experience,
which often translates into travel. Again I heard people say, “my children/grandchildren have
gone all over the world.” The values systems at work here have created new priorities for
younger people. Penwell says,
“They love the outdoors, love to travel. They’re used to packing light. They
tend to have a different relationship to “stuff.” Oh, they like nice stuff, to be
sure. It’s just that they view stuff instrumentally. Stuff is a tool for the accomplishment of purposes. And to the extent that a nice tool helps accomplish its
purpose more efficiently than a lousy one, they value it.”
The shift that has happened in the culture is one that has moved from valuing stuff to valuing experience. Neither of these sets of values are wrong they are just different. When people walk
through the doors of the church they bring with them what they value. So for the younger generation it is about experiencing God. Now experiencing doesn’t mean contemporary worship. It’s
more along the lines of a wow factor. That something amazing just happened. Jim Kitchens a
Presbyterian pastor previously in Nashville and now in California and the author of The Postmodern Parish says,
“Unless we help people experience God’s presence or create a setting in
which they are able truly to offer thanks and praise to God, then it makes no
difference how finely we craft our sermons or how carefully we select our
anthems. Postmodern people are hungry to experience the divine. They’re
not particularly interested in how thoughtful a preacher you are. They’re not
even especially concerned about whether your church uses an organ or a
guitar as its primary musical instrument. They care far more about encountering the living God in your liturgy.”
When we think about the shifts happening in our culture and in the
church we must keep in mind the values systems that are at play and
how we are to engage them.

Page 2

Youth News
Kelly Goad & Mark Shafer continue to lead Youth Sunday School.
Youth Group continues to meet on Sundays from 6-8pm. Dinner provided by youth families
and others runs from 6-6:30 followed by discussion groups or recreation events. (Grades 6-12)
Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship meets for dinner at Spencer’s Coffeehouse from 5:30 –
6:30pm. There will no Wednesday Night Fellowship on April 3rd due to Spring Break. (Grades
8-12)
First Montreat Deposits of $50 are now due. We will attend the Summer Youth Conference
July 13-20. Total cost is $350 per person. Scholarships are available to help with the cost.
Additional deposits of $100 will be due on April 1, May 1, & June 1. The theme for this year is
“Here and be Heard”.
Summer Mission Opportunities:
City Sights/City Lights Middle School Mission Experience (rising 6th graders – rising 9th
graders) will be held at First Presbyterian Hopkinsville June 26-28. Cost $50. This is a Western
Kentucky Presbytery event. We will participate as a group.
The Western Kentucky Presbytery has a High School Mission Trip planned to Philadelphia, PA July 7-14. We will not be participating as a group on this trip since it overlaps with our
Montreat trip. However, if any high school students are interested in going, please contact David.
Cost is $500. The group will be working with Broadstreet Ministry in Philly. Adults from other
churches will lead.
Birmingham Alabama is the site for a College Age Mission trip, June 10-15. Cost is $200.
Registration info is available through this link: http://preschurchky.org/wp-content/
uploads/2013/01/Birmingham-Mission-College.pdf
A trip to Climb Nashville is planned for Sunday, April 21. We’ll eat lunch
right after 11:00am worship then head down to Nashville. We’ll climb from
2-4pm then eat dinner in Nashville and head back to BG. Cost is $20 per
person.

The Youth Ministry Team met on Sunday, March 10th at 5:00pm. A calendar for the remainder
of 2013 was developed and is available on the youth page http://bgpres.org/#/welcome/youthministry. The next Youth Ministry Team meeting will be April 14th at 5:00pm prior to Youth
Group.
David Muffett will be away April 22 -26 to attend the Princeton Theological Seminary Institute for
Youth Ministry Forum.
For more information on our Youth Ministry, contact David Muffett at david.muffett@bgpres.org
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Kids’ Page
Over the next seven months, we will be learning The Lord’s Prayer
together, a little bit at a time. Color the picture and ask your mom
or dad save it for you. Then after you have all seven pages, you can
put them together into your own “Lord’s Prayer Book.”

Website for Children's Ministry is

http://bgpreschildrensministry.wordpress.com/
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Congregational Care & Fellowship

Friends
A friend of mine is a volunteer at an Adult Day Care for Alzheimer’s patients and she
shared some information with me about communication.
Did you know that only 10-15% of communication is the words we use, it is the tone,
gestures or voice that gets the message across. Therefore, consider the following
when listening or talking with a person with dementia.
Do Not argue, confront or correct, but do consider why a person might be upset. Is someone
around whom the person does not like? Are their glasses dirty and in need of cleaning? Is the person ill or uncomfortable or on new medication? Listen carefully and help the person fill in the blanks.
Do not ask questions that require too many facts, but do ask open-ended questions.
Do not try to explain or prepare too far in advance.
Do not offer a choice if it is not possible to choose, but do let the person choose from one thing or
another. Give your loved one as much control/choice as possible.
Give directions with a positive tone using with clear and simple instructions. Instead of saying “don’t
do this”, say something like “Please put the brush in the cup”.
Most of this information comes from articles by Virginia Bell and David Troxel.
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Presbyterian Women
2013 Birthday Offering: Love Your Neighbor
Since 1922, Presbyterian Women have collected money in the spring to glorify God
and meet the needs of a neighbor. New and innovative mission projects throughout
the world have received funds after turning in a proposal for a grant. This year the
goal of the Birthday Offering is $500,000, and all money will be sent to the Westminster Neighborhood Ministries in Indianapolis, Indiana.
The Westminster ministries help families in the Near Eastside of Indianapolis. About 34% of the
families there have incomes below the poverty level. Westminster plans to expand its basic educational services for preschool through adult; provide financial counseling to families; job training;
cooking, health and fitness training; and anger management classes.
Your gift to the Birthday Offering will enable our neighbors in Indianapolis to better cope with everyday stresses, understand educational options, and improve the lives of the children in the community. Please turn in your offering during your Circle Meeting or in the church office anytime before
June. Give online at www.presbyterianwomen.org/birthday.
The Presbytery-wide SPRING GATHERING will be held April 11th in Smiths Grove . Registration
begins at 9:30 and the meeting starts at 10am. Our speaker is Terry Long who is associated with
"Kidsight", a Rotary program that tests school children for possible eyesight problems with no
charge. The offering taken will benefit this program. Lunch will be served at a cost of $5.00. The
Smiths Grove Church is involved in the weekend Kids Backpack Program that provides food items
to be placed in backpacks for those in need. They are asking for donations of fruit juice, fruit
snacks, raisins, any kind of crackers (i.e. Nabs), individual soups, and granola bars. Please RSVP
to Sandy Franklin at 535-6637 or frank1740@aol.com. by April 7th. We will arrange either a car pool
or church van transportation.
The Hygiene Kits will be picked up on April 2nd. A collection box is located under the stairs at
church
Our own Spring Luncheon will be held May 6th at noon. Items for Newborns in Need will be
collected at that time. Our speaker is the dynamic Stormi Murtrie for the Center for Courageous Kids
in Scottsville Kentucky.
Gardeners and those who wish to be: Sandy Brown will be teaching a container garden class
April 14th at 2pm at the church. She will instruct us on how to make beautiful pots for our balconies
and patios in the sun and shade. Sandy works at Fern Runners and designed pots and gardens for
Olde Stone.

The First Men’s Square

meeting
was a success! (Tweaking will be ongoing.)
Thanks to Blakey for a fine breakfast, Matthew for a
devotion, and David Muffett for program on Radical
Hospitality. And most of all, thanks to those who came
and are now the Founding Fathers of the group.
Join us as we grow!
Future meetings will be on or near the third Saturday of each month, (April 20, 8:00 AM) depending
on what is offered. Our goal is to remain flexible with meeting dates and times. For the next
meeting we need a kitchen crew (cooks, prep and clean up), a devotion leader and program giver or
finder.
Contact Arnie Petrus for more information: Arfranpe@ msn.com or 270-904-0393.
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Church and Community
The Property Ministry Report for April 2013
On Tuesday, 19 March 2013, The Property Ministry presented to the Session, the Simon Masonry,
Inc. proposal for performing the repair work on the brick exterior of The Presbyterian Church. Following the presentation and discussion, the Session approved the bid proposal with the caveat that the
document would have a legal review.
On Wednesday, 20 March 2013, Gilbert Calhoun met with Mr. Charles English, Sr. of the English,
Lucas, Priest, & Owsley law firm to request a review of the bid proposal.
On Thursday, 21 March 2013, Gilbert Calhoun again met with Mr. English and received the legal
document with attachments describing the work to be accomplished. This document will be signed by
the contractor, Mr. Terry Simon of Simon Masonry Inc., and Mr. John R. Grise, President of The
Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green, Inc. Trustee For And d/b/a The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green and as Clerk of Session/Secretary.
Mr. Terry Simon of Simon Masonry, Inc. will sign the contract on Tuesday, 26 March 2013, and work
will begin on the exterior of the church in early April, weather permitting.
David Muffett reports the following work:
♦

A new fan motor has been installed in the library, replacing an old inoperative one.

♦

The kitchen is scheduled to be cleaned by Master Clean sometime after Easter. There will
be a thorough cleaning from ceiling to floor. The tile grout will also be sealed.

♦

♦

The 10th St. foyer and Fellowship Hall is scheduled to be stripped and waxed shortly after
Easter.
All Sunday worship services are now being recorded on video and uploaded to You Tube.
They can be viewed on the church website.

Submitted by Gilbert T. Calhoun, Chairman

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
The family of Dr. John Moore
The family of Sonny Barr
The family of Nancy Parker
The family of Jay Pringle
The family of Daniel Lynn
Warren Campbell in the death of his mother
Kathy McCurdy in the death of her husband
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The Finance/Endowment Ministry Report for February 2013
Currently the church’s finances are behind our expectations. The receipts are behind schedule and
our expenses are over budget. Expenses are over budget due to some unexpected repair needed to
the Tenth Street Parlor area.
Your ministry is not alarmed that we are in the red since it is still early in the year. Usually after tax
season is over the revenues increase to the church’s coffers.
Hopefully, a more favorable report will occur next news bulletin.
Respectfully submitted by Denny Wedge
Finance/Endowment Ministry chair
March 19, 2013

Remember the Food Pantry!
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Our Clean Water Team
Direct donations for the Living Waters installation in Mt. Moriah offset costs by as much as
25%! Thanks to all of you for your support of this essential international mission.

Preschool Learning Center
Registration is currently underway at the PLC. Tuition is $135 per month for 4's and $110 per
month for 3's.
We have two options: Monday-Wednesday OR Tuesday-Thursday.
Call the church office (843-4707) or email Dana at plcdirector@insightbb.com for more information.

New Art Exhibit in TPC Gallery
The artwork of Kim and David Jones and Jacqui Lubbers will be featured in the gallery beginning
with the Gallery Hop on March 22, and will be on display through April 26.
Kim and David are both well known award winning artists here in Bowling Green and Jacqui is an
expert fabric artist, a professor at Western in the Art Dept., and well known for her award winning
weavings.
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April Birthdays
April 1
Elinor Kline
April 2
Cathey Green
April 3
Rocky Cooper
Beverly Graham
Leah Watson
April 4
Jamie Embry
Charlie Evans
April 5
Rosemary Henry
April 6
Tina Coates
April 7
Tanner Polen
April 8
Logan Akterson
Ryan Clemons
John Fitts
Cameron Lebedinsky
April 11
John Grise
Lillian Simpson
Eric Todd
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April 13
Jenna Begley
April 16
Cameron Pauquette
April 17
Megan Algie
Kate Bigler
Elizabeth Leverette
Ron Lucas
April 18
Pat Moore
April 19
Stephen Ivie
Susan Webb
April 21
Carlie Bowen
April 22
Meg Webb
Judith Whitson
April 23
Shannon Dyche
Jimmy Hines
April 25
Shug Jefferies
Paul Just II

April 26
Tim Whitaker
April 27
Marty Deputy
Alice Englebright
Robert Franklin
Susan Thomison
April 28
Rebecca Gentry
April 29
Jim Tyrie, Jr.
April 30
Nick Rabold

April Calendar of Events
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am LIFE prog. 9:30am TaiChi
11:00am Special
6:00pm Rainbow
Care
Ringers
7:00pm
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
Theology Pub
7:00pm Deacons
At Habitat ReStore

10:30am
Contemplative
Prayers

7

8

9

10

11

12

8:30am Worship
9:30am
Children’s Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship

11:00am LIFE prog. 9:30am TaiChi
11:30am Circle 9 11:00am Special
Care
4:00pm Youth
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
Orch.
4:30pm Pcmaking
5:30pm Worship
7:00pm Phoenix
Min.
Gp.
6:30pm Missions
7:00pm Camera
Club

9:15am Wed.
Morn. Circle
9:30am Circle 6
11:00am LIFE prog.
5:30pm Youth
Fwshp
6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

9:30am TaiChi
6:00pm Girl
Scouts
7:00pm
Theology Pub

10:30am
Contemplative
Prayers
6:30 Gordoneers

14

15

17

18

19

20

8:30am Worship
9:30am
Children’s Choir
9:45am Sun.
Morning Circle
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth
Group

11:00am LIFE prog. 9:30am TaiChi
4:00pm Youth
11:00am Special
Orch.
Care
11:00am Finance
7:00pm Phoenix
Min.
Gp.
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Eve. Circle
7:00pm Session

11:00am Circle 4
9:30am TaiChi
11:00am LIFE prog.
5:30pm Youth
7:00pm
Fwshp
Theology Pub
6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

10:30am
Contemplative
Prayers

8:00am Mens’
Square

21

22

24

26

27

8:30am Worship
9:30am
Children’s Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth
Group

11:00am LIFE prog. 9:30am TaiChi
11:00am Special
Care
4:00pm Youth
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
Orch.

28

29

30

8:30am Worship
9:30am
Children’s Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
12:00pm Art
reception
6:00pm Youth
Group

4:00pm Youth
Orch.

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

23

7:00pm Phoenix
Gp.

7:00pm Phoenix
Gp

25

11:00am LIFE prog. 9:30am TaiChi
5:30pm Youth
Fwshp
7:00pm
6:00pm Rainbow
Theology Pub
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

5

Sat

Office Closed
11:00am Circle 3
11:00am LIFE prog.
4:00pm Youth
Orch.
7:00pm Phoenix
Gp.

16

4

Fri

2

6:00pm Youth
Group

3

Thu

1

6

13

10:30am
Contemplative
Prayers
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Monday, April 15th, is the deadline
for the May 2013 newsletter.
Send your information to
sheilareeves@reevesfirst.com
Full Color Newsletters are available online at
www.bgpres.org

April 2013

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270)843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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