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The Decennial Slipped Up on Us; Thanks for the Party!
First of all, a word of deepest thanksgiving: Ann and I are grateful to
you, the members and friends of The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green,
for the extraordinary kindness and support you have given us over the last
ten years. One of the marks of our Christian fellowship is the mutual caring
and sharing that takes place here. We are more than just an organization of
people, we are determined to bear one another’s burdens and to be gladdened by each other’s joys. The Apostle Paul hints at the quality of the connection we feel, when he describes the church as the body of Christ. So we
are, collectively and individually, members of a shared ministry, with a
sacred bond.
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Ten years have past since Ann, Claire, Elizabeth, and I arrived on a
snowy afternoon at David and Jane Wilkinson’s home. One of the first things
I did was to scrape the snow off of the driveway. When I finished, huffing and
puffing, dripping perspiration, and leaning on the snow shovel, a neighbor
came out and told me that David had a tractor with a snowplow attachment
in his tool shed. So, my first experience of Bowling Green was one touched
by the beauty of a snowfall, and by the need to get to work.

Milestones

We’ve accomplished a lot since the winter of 2003; though it has been
(mostly) you, not me, that has accomplished. We have placed the Columbar5 ium in the Chapel. We have done a thorough repair and refurbishment of the
organ. Our lives have been enriched by a number of local and international
7 missions. We have opened our buildings to the Am Shalom congregation,
and the Victory Harvest Mission Church, and been enriched by them.
10 We have built and enjoyed the leadership of a particularly fine staff, which
11 now benefits from the continuity of having worked together for several years.
Our worship has remained traditional in many ways, but we have sought to
“freshen” that tradition, in order to make worship more engaging.

Going Forward: Knowing Who We Are
What’s next? At the very lovely reception held on February 24 celebrating Ann’s and my decennial , I went around and tried to get people to
take up the chant “Ten More Years!,” but it didn’t fly. Never mind. In the coming years, I think our congregation needs to think carefully about our role and
identity, and even our “brand,” in the community. There are particular reasons for people to want to attend The Presbyterian Church, and we should
understand and promote these. Presbyterians are uniquely positioned to
demonstrate the demanding (but colossally freeing) sovereign love of God.
(See “Going Forward” on page 9)
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Teaching the Monday Morning History Class on Rome and the church has been enjoyable and
a time to refresh my own memory on the events of the late Roman Empire and the early
church. During this time much division existed, the church and the empire were trying to figure
out their relationship, theology was hotly debated, and practices were being developed that can
still be found in the church today. The church made dramatic changes and at the same time
began to take on traditions that were part of the culture when they started but quickly the
culture left the church behind. One of these traditions can be seen in the attire of the clergy in
the Roman Catholic Church. The copes, the capes, the jewelry, etc… can actually be traced
back to the attire that Constantine made popular during his reign as emperor in the fourth
century. By the fifth century the culture was shifting to wearing Germanic trousers but the
church kept wearing the attire from the Constantine era. Now this isn’t necessarily a good or
bad thing but it does present interesting questions about the relationship between the culture
and the church.
How much should the culture influence the church and vice versa? How much should the
church be a part of the culture? How much should the church change as the culture changes?
These are important questions because if the church is not relevant to the culture than the impact on the world will be minimal and then one could make the case of what then is the point of
the church. However, if the church is completely dictated by the culture then the churches
integrity is at risk.
The church universal today is in a time of great transition and so the question of relevancy to
the culture is imperative as well as the church being authentic and honoring who it is. Change
is inevitable and is a part of life and it is most certainly part of the church. So the question is
how will or should the church change in these times? Where should the church go? These are
not questions for select individuals but are to all Christians. So I challenge you this month to
ponder the questions I have put forth and next month I will write more in-depth about the
national trends and how some are wrestling with these questions.
Books
Church History: From Christ to Pre-Reformation. Vol.1. by Everett Ferguson
Emergence Christianity: What it is, Where it is going, and why it matters by Phyllis Tickle
Drawn In: A Creative Process For Artists, Activists, and Jesus Followers by Troy Bronsink

Easter Egg Hunt
The annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held at Bob and Sandy Franklin’s home on
Saturday, March 23rd. Activities for the children will begin at 2:00pm with the egg
hunt at 3:00pm. (In the event of inclement weather, come to the church fellowship
hall instead.)
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Youth News
YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
February was a busy month in the Youth Ministry!
The Souper Bowl of Caring on February 3rd raised $846.53 for HOTEL INC and 228 food items
for our church pantry.
This year’s “That’s Amore’” Valentine Fundraiser Dinner yielded net proceeds of $691.00 for
our Youth Ministry. We are grateful to all who participated!
Our church hosted the “Winter Get-A-Way” the weekend of February 22-24. This annual youth
retreat sponsored by the Presbytery of Western Kentucky, included a service project (see community breakfast below), small group discussions, recreation time at WKU’s Preston Center, &
leading of the 8:30am Sunday worship service. The theme for the retreat was “Radical Hospitality”. We had a total of 44 participants (32 youth & 12 adults) from six churches in our presbytery.
It was a fantastic weekend! Video of the worship service can be viewed on You Tube:
http://youtu.be/qd_rS0Mq9nE
On Saturday, February 23rd, the youth participating in the Winter Get-A-Way hosted a “Pay What
U Can” Community Breakfast from 8:00 – 11:00am in Fellowship Hall. This was an outreach to
the homeless and needy in our community. Suggested donation was $0 - $3.00. We raised
$267.50 to be donated to HOTEL INC and fed around 65 people. Thanks to all who came out an
supported us!
Kelly Goad & Mark Shafer continue to lead Youth Sunday School. During Lent they will be studying “The Way” by Adam Hamilton.
Youth Group continues to meet on Sundays from 6-8pm. Dinner provided by youth families and
others runs from 6-6:30 followed by discussion groups or recreation events.
Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship meets for dinner at Spencer’s Coffeehouse from 5:30 –
6:30pm. During Lent we will eat at Spencer’s then go to the church for the Worship Service at
6:05pm.
First Montreat deposits of $50
are now due. We will attend the
Summer Youth Conference July
13-20. Total cost is $350 per
person. Scholarships are available to help with the cost.
We will have a Youth Ministry
Team meeting on Sunday,
March 10th at 5:00pm prior to
Youth Group that night. We’ll
talk about upcoming events and
share ideas.
For more information on our
Youth Ministry, please contact
David B. Muffett, Director of
Youth Ministries, at
david.muffett@bgpres.org .

Group Photo from the Winter Get-a Way
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Kids’ Page
Over the next seven months, we will be learning The Lord’s Prayer
together, a little bit at a time. Color the picture and ask your mom
or dad save it for you. Then after you have all seven pages, you can
put them together into your own “Lord’s Prayer Book.”

Website for Children's Ministry is

http://bgpreschildrensministry.wordpress.com/
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Congregational Care & Fellowship
Gordoneers will meet March 8th
Gordoneers will meet on March 8 at 6:30pm. Our annual "stuff the eggs"
event will be held. These eggs are used for the Children's Easter Egg
Hunt that will be held closer to Easter. PLEASE bring WRAPPED
candy (but not Hersey's kisses!!! which tends to melt and draw ants)
to fill the plastic eggs. The plastic eggs are provided.
If you are not a regular member of Gordoneers but would like to join us for
this evening just call Donna Hill (846-9973) or Charles and Pat Reid (842-1303)
so we have enough meat. We will serve spiral cut ham. Please bring a vegetable,
salad or dessert and your wrapped candy if you plan to attend. All are welcome.

Please join us
for a reception
to welcome
our newer members
on Sunday, March 3
immediately following
the 11:00 service.

Attention:
All girls 4 to 104

Girls Night Out
Save the date!
Wednesday, May 29th
Details in next month's
Courier.

MEN’S “SQUARES” Organizational Meeting
Saturday, March 16, 8:00 AM
What kind of Men’s Fellowship(s) would you like to have? How often?
Where and When?
All ideas are welcomed. “MANLY” Breakfast by Chef Blakey.
RSVP: Arnie Petrus, 270 904 0393, arfranpe@msn.com or call Church Office.
BE THERE, OR BE "OOPS"!
How often have you wanted to be in on designing a fellowship group?
Here is your big chance— The meeting on March 16, will be for that purpose.
THE SQUARES may be made up of several smaller functions, with all
coming back together every so often.
We will discuss, all of the above and more. Your input is desired and we hope
within 60-90 minutes to have a format to build on.
RSVP appreciated. Kindly let us know if you will be attending, or can not attend March 16,
but are interested, or not interested at this time. This will help us on future contacting.
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Friends
USA Today article from January 7, 2013 recommends getting your high blood
pressure under control as that may reduce your risk of dementia.
And, I have mentioned before how hearing loss can act like dementia when really
some good hearing aids may be a perfect solution. Get routine hearing checks.
A January 9th article in Huffington Post reported a Utah State University study that
found that a decline in brain functioning in Alzheimer’s patients may be dramatically slowed based
on Caregivers who use “positive” coping strategies such as:
Seeking social support
Finding a stimulating activity to engage the care recipient (Even if its repeated, sing the songs
they know)
♦ Ensuring appropriate follow up for changes in symptoms. Nothing causes confusion in older folks
like a bladder infection. And check hearing and vision.
♦ Being nice to yourself--use positive self talk.
♦
♦

My favorite blog site had two nice articles and those links are listed below:
http://newoldage.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/30for-some-caregivers-the-trauma-lingers
http://newoldage.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/02/01caregiving-laced-with-humor.

Remember the Food Pantry!
Presbyterian Women
The Spring Gathering will be held in Smiths Grove on April 11th. The speaker is Terri Long who is
a Rotary member and has examined school children’s eyes in Western Kentucky for years. We will
also have election and installation of officers. Hygiene kits will be collected for distribution to those
in need. We will arrange transportation and hope to have a large group going to support our fellow
Presbyterian Women in Smiths Grove.
Save the date-- Our own Spring Luncheon will be held May 6th, more information to come.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members and
friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
The Fitts and Stein families in the death of Margaret Geraldine Hay Nelson
Hayward Beliles in the death of his brother David Beliles
Doug Humphrey in the death of his brother Darrell Humphrey
Dan Botula in the death of his mother Catherine Botula
Friends and family of Marvin Bond
Friends and family of Jo Rodgers
Friends and family of Don Meredith
Friends and family of Seth Browning
Friends and family of Hazel Sennsing
Friends and family of Cindy Ezell
Bill Krepps in the death of his wife Dorothy Krepps
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Church and Community
Preschool Learning Center
The PLC is now open for fall registration!
You have the option of two classes for 3-year-olds: M/W or T/Th from 9-12.
You can also choose from two classes for 4-year-olds: M/W or T/Th from 9-1:30pm.
Tuition is $110 for the 3's program and $135 for the 4's program. There is an enrollment fee of $100
to hold your spot for the fall class you want. Packets are available in the church office. You can visit
the PLC to get more information. Or you can email plcdirector@insightbb.com
If you or anyone you know has a 3 or 4 year old, consider one of the best preschool programs
in Bowling Green!

Coffee Project and Holy Joe’s Café
The peacemaking committee will be taking orders for fairly traded coffee, tea, and chocolate bars on Sunday, March 17, in fellowship hall
from 9:30-11:00 a.m. Once again donations are being accepted, along
with sales proceeds, for Holy Joe's Cafe. As you may know, due to
your generosity we have previously sent 10 cases of coffee to chaplains in Iraq and Afghanistan for use in church services, baptisms, and
in counseling with our service women and men. Chaplains ministering
to our troops is a tradition tracing its roots to the Revolutionary
War. We may take coffee for granted, but a good cup of coffee for our
deployed soldiers during fellowship with their comrades is a ministry we
can help promote.

Volunteers Stock Raye's Kitchen
Raye is the guest of HOTEL's transitional housing program for the months of
February, March, and April. On Monday, February 11, volunteers unloaded
kitchen items from Gary Ahrendt's truck into the house provided by Bowling Green
Christian Church where Raye will live. A huge thanks to all those who donated
items for Raye's kitchen, especially the Circles!
Our church is using the $100 solution approach to this transitional housing
mission. Every three months we provide a fully stocked kitchen for the housing
guest plus a relationship around nutrition, shopping, cooking -- and the best part -dining.

WKU Opera Stars College Ensemble Members
Will Pope, Eric Bigler, and Lauren French will be featured in WKU’s production of Gilbert and Sullivan’s most treasured and hilarious opera “The Pirates of Penzance.” Performances in Van Meter
Auditorium will run March 1st and 2nd at 8:00pm and March 3rd at 3:00pm. Tickets may be ordered
online at wku.showare.com or by calling 745-3121.
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Living Waters Prepares for Take Off
Our March living water expedition
is almost set for take off. Kelly
Goad has ordered plane tickets
and secured ground transportation. At the remote site -- Mt.
Moriah in Guatemala-- workers
have completed the
facility to
house the installation. Our
mission team -- Kelly Goad, Greg
Johnson, and Donna Huston of
Franklin Presbyterian -- is finalizing details: equipment, educational materials, and money.
Be a sponsor of our church's
amazing living water mission,
March 19 to 25. In our church
fellowship hall is a board with a
mock up of the water system. The
parts displayed in the fellowship
hall total $2694. Transportation
costs for three volunteers are estimated at $2500.
You can be a living water partner
by making a donation. Find the
POST-ITS attached to images on
the Mt. Moriah Water Mission
poster in the fellowship hall or
outside the narthex at the front
entrance. Pull a POST-IT from the
poster and write your name on the
POST-IT. Then deposit it in the
collection box with your donation.
You may also send a donation to
the church office.

Meals Inc. Volunteers Serve Saturday Meals
One of the most satisfying local opportunities of service is feeding others. On Saturday February 9th
volunteers from our congregation distributed food to over 190 people.
Every three months our church members take a turn picking up bread from Panera Bread, sorting and
labeling food, and delivering it. Contact person: Pam Bratcher.
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The Property Ministry Report for March 2013
On Tuesday, 19 February, The Property Ministry met with Mr. Terry Simon of Simon Masonry to
review the status of their proposal for work on the exterior brick of the church building. In addition, the Ministry asked Mr. Simon to review all additional requirements and provide us with a
new cost breakdown for the project. When asked about an estimated start date for work on the
exterior brick, Mr. Simon said that his company would be ready to start sometime in the first
week of April. He thought the completion date would be sometime around the first or second
week in May, the date depending on weather.
The Ministry has made a first reading of proposals received from contractors for work on the
interior of the church. There will be further study of the proposals and discussions with one or
more contractors.
The Landmark Association has just announced the grant eligibility requirements for 2013. The
Property Ministry feels that the church is eligible for a grant as preference will be given to buildings that have a Local Historic Designation, and are listed in the National Register of Historic
Places. Bobby Rabold will take the lead in submitting the grant application.
David Muffett reports that Lyons Service has recently completed its quarterly inspection of the
church’s boiler and HVAC systems. The inspection found all systems performing well. In addition, Lyons has replaced a fan motor in the elevator and has ordered one for the library.
For your information, the Property Ministry consists of the following members: David Muffett,
David Faxon, Joel Brown, Douglas Humphrey, Larry Warden, Tom Moody, Bob Hunt, Bobby
Rabold, and Gilbert Calhoun.
Submitted by Gilbert Calhoun

Going forward

(continued from page 1)

We are people with a well-conceived theological perspective, able to fill
in the gaps for people who want to bring substance to the wonder and
hope of believing. We are among the most willing among all Christians
to entertain fresh ideas and ancient questions, thereby making us especially able to welcome the perspectives of others. “Radical Hospitality” is
right for us, I think. Diversity is our strength. I cannot imagine a more
loving congregation. Job one for us is to “keep up the good work,” and to
tell others.
So, thanks for the blessings you have given my family and each other.
And thanks for the prospect of more good things to come.
Know you are loved.
Matthew
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March Birthdays
March 1
Betty Jo Beard
David Gentry
Anna Heller
Drew Mauldin
March 2
Ann Botula
Lia Schafer
Jeane Smith
March 3
Mary Kirkwood
March 4
Jonathan Hendrix
March 5
Marilyn Anderson
March 7
Patty Greninger
Rita Rudloff
March 8
Peggy Carthrae
Buzz English
March 12
Jeffrey Johnson
Luke Johnson
Todd Kessler
March 13
Steve Downey
Ahmad Gilliam
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Alex Maulding
Virginia Neel
Katie Wyrick
March 14
Kate Grise
March 15
Karol Ahmed
Ann Botula
Chuck Webb
March 16
Eleanor Short
March 18
Beth Tyrie
March 19
Sarah Johnston
Daniel Zeller
March 20
Will Barrick
March 21
Bob Hunt
March 22
Leigh Ballard
March 23
Earlene Chelf
Nina Njoku
March 24
Lynn Reeves

March 25
Bud Schlinker
Jamie Simpson
March 28
Clark Carthrae
Dorothy Reeves
March 29
Sarah Ellis
Mike Kanan
Jennifer Del Pozo
March 30
Katrina Barnhill
Phillip Burkeen
March 31
Toni Stahl

March Calendar of Events
Sun

3 8:30am Worship
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
12:00pm Member
Reception
6:00pm Youth
Group

Mon

Tue

4

5

6

10:00am MM
Educ.
11:00am Circle 3

9:30am TaiChi
10:30pm Bellewood
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Deacons

5:15pm Dinner
6:05pm Worship

12

13

7:00pm Phoenix
Gp.

10

11

8:30am Worship
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
Morning Circle
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth Gp.

10:00am MM
Educ.
11:30am Circle 9

7:00pm Phoenix
Gp

6:30pm Missions
7:00pm Camera
Club

17

18

19

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
4:30pm Pcmaking

8:30am Worship
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth Gp.

7:00pm Phoenix
Gp.

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
Min.
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Eve. Circle
7:00pm Session

24

25

26

Palm Sunday

8:30am Worship
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth
Group

31

Wed

Noon services
downtown

7:00pm Phoenix
Gp.

Thu

7

Fri

Sat

1

10:30am
Contemplative
Prayers
6:00pm Grown
Ups’ Night Out,
Ahrendts

2

8

9

9:30am TaiChi Chili Cookoff
7:00pm
10:30am
Theology Pub Contemplative
6:45pm Chancel
Prayers
Choir
6:30pm
Gordoneers

14

15

16

9:15am Wed.
9:30am TaiChi 10:30am
Morn. Circle
7:00pm
Contemplative
9:30am Circle 6 Theology Pub Prayers
5:15pm Dinner
6:05pm Worship
6:45pm Chancel
Choir

20

21

22

23

11:00am Circle 4 9:30am TaiChi 10:30am
7:00pm
Contemplative
Theology Pub Prayers
5:15pm Dinner
6:05pm Worship
6:45pm Chancel
Choir

9:30am TaiChi 27
11:00am Special
Noon services
Care
downtown
Noon services
downtown
6:45pm Chancel
Choir
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

5:00pm Gallery
Hop

28

Maundy
Thursday

29

30

Good Friday

10:30am
9:30am TaiChi Contemplative
Noon services Prayers
downtown
12:00pm
Good Friday
6:00pm
Worship
Maundy Thurs.
dinner

Easter

8:30am Worship
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth
Group
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Friday, March 15th, is the deadline
for the April 2013 newsletter.
Send your information to
sheilareeves@reevesfirst.com
Full Color Newsletters are available online at
www.bgpres.org
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“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
Schwarz
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
12 of God.”
toPage
the glory

Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Rev. Kara Hildebrandt
Thomas N. Moody
Wayne Pope
David Muffett
Richard Barefoot
Steve Moore
Cheryl Gregory
Dana Patterson
Cedric Whitney
Michael Spencer
Sheila Reeves

Pastor
Associate Pastor
Organist, Pastoral Assistant
Choir Director
Director of Youth Ministries /
Property Administration
Financial Administrator
Treasurer
Secretary
Director, Preschool Learning Center
Custodian
Sunday Sexton
Newsletter Editor

