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Special Money For a Special Purpose
This month, an anonymous person approached the leaders of our church and
said, “Some money was left to me, and I wasn’t expecting it. I just think I
should tithe what I’ve inherited.” The result was a nice contribution, a contribution large enough that we have set it aside for a special purpose.
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Does it seem reasonable that, if you find yourself able to give more generously, you should give more generously? As with most things, it depends…
It depends on the kind of good you want to do. The church’s work is pretty
clear: We are about representing Jesus Christ to a world in need of a savior.
It depends on your perception of the church’s integrity. Do you believe the
church is doing what it can and should?
It depends on your understanding of trying to “give back.” All of us have
benefitted from the kindness of God, and the care of others around us. For
some people, it is important to respond to kindness with kindness, and the
ministries of the church are a vehicle for that.
It depends on your willingness or desire to attach your name to a particular
ministry. The gift received this month was anonymous, but you may want to
help identify a need and meet it by connecting your name to something.
It depends on whether giving is a habit. The anonymous donor simply said,
“I just think I should tithe…”

Forward Looking
It stands to reason that any gift given to the church is a gift designed to
enhance the church’s future. This is especially true of gifts that may be given
to the Church’s Endowment Fund. From some rather humble beginnings, the
Endowment is now in excess of $400,000. As this investment grows, it will be
able to return monies annually to help “the mission and ministry of the Presbyterian Church.” Only 90% of any one year’s earnings can be used, and the
principal is not to be invaded, all so that the Endowment can serve the church
and continue to grow.

No Guileless Saint
The person who gave the church money from a windfall this month is not a
guileless saint, with no plan or purpose behind their giving. The donor has
said that s/he would like to encourage others to think about the church
first, when an opportunity to share arises. “If what I’ve been able to do encourages others to do the same, we’ll all benefit.”

Why Am I Telling You This?
I hope you will consider the ministry of the church, and the possibility you
have to greatly enhance that ministry with your giving, now and in the future.
And know that you are loved.
Matthew
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As the days are growing longer we are moving quickly towards Lent. It’s hard to believe that Lent
will begin with Ash Wednesday on the 13th of February. With this season we often think of the
things we can give up (like sugar or fried foods) or new initiatives that we can take on for six
weeks. We easily default into the usual things to give up or take on during Lent; but maybe this
year we can begin to think of these six weeks a little differently.
Part of Lent is closely examining our lives and seeing if there is anything that hampers us from a
better relationship with God. My guess is that eating a few French fries is not one of those things
that hampers us but maybe something else does. Often in today’s world we
are rushed from one activity to the next. We need electronic devices to notify
us of the next event, we are rushed to get to wherever we need to be. How
many times have we been running from one thing to another, late for something, and hoping that the police will not have their radar guns out to give
tickets? How often have we felt that we are in need of a reprieve or we have
overscheduled ourselves to the point that we need to be not in just one place
but three places at once? Our lives are hectic and we have obligations, demands upon us, and every day life that constantly requires us to do.
The question that presents itself is how can we build our relationship with
God while meeting all the obligations and demands of our every day life? For
each of us the answers will vary but we must begin to think of it. If we begin to think of this in
terms of our relationships with family, friends, and ourselves then maybe we have a concrete
place to start. How often do we feel rushed, unable to spend quality time, or leave self-care
completely out of our week? When we are unable to find time for Sabbath we are allowing time to
rule our lives instead of taking the freedom that God has offered to us. During this season of Lent
let us begin to think of how we take Sabbath during the week. By setting aside some time for Sabbath amidst our hectic lives we may begin to figure out the answer to the questions of how we
might build relationships with family, friends, ourselves, and God.
Books:
Sabbath in the Suburbs: A Family’s Experiment with Holy Time by Mary Ann McKibben Dana
Heaven on Earth: Realizing the Good Life Now by Chris Seidman & Joshua Graves
Christianity: The First Three Thousand Years by Diarmaid MacCulloch
Through The Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the
West, 350-550AD by Peter Brown

Look on page 6 for information about
a Kids’ Valentines Day Party!
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Arts and Education
THE MONDAY MORNING EDUCATION PROGRAM
announces the Spring 2013 program

The Demise of the Eagle
and the Rise of the Lamb
a study of Rome and church
Rev. Kara Hildebrandt
Rev. Hildebrandt has served as Associate Pastor of
The Presbyterian Church in Bowling Green for the past three years.
The histories of the Roman Empire and the church are closely
entangled. As senators disappeared, bishops appeared; as
emperors became weak, popes took the stage; as soldiers lost
wars, the bishops won fights over doctrine; and as the statues
of gods and emperors crumbled, magnificent churches were
erected.
During this study we will move from the time of Caesar Augustus
through the rise of Pope Gregory the Great in the sixth century.
The class meets over a period of seven weeks
from January 28 through March 11.

Classes meet in the Conference Room
on Monday mornings at 10:00
beginning January 28, 2013

All are welcomed. Please join us.
Page 3

Youth News
Sunday Youth Group meets 6:00-8:00pm. Youth Group is for students in 6th – 12th grades.
We eat dinner from 6-6:30 then split into Junior/Senior High groups for study and activities.
Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship (grades 8-12) meets 5:30-6:30pm. We meet at Spencer’s
Coffeehouse. During Advent we met at the church for dinner and attended the Advent Services.
We resumed meeting at Spencer’s on January 2nd.
Kelly Goad & Mark Schafer continue to lead a combined Jr/Sr High class.
Recent Events:

Brad Thomison led bread baking at Youth Group in December 9th. Everyone had a great time! The bread was sold on Sunday December 16th. $140
was raised to benefit our food pantry. Brad & Tanner Polen went shopping
and restocked the pantry.
Upcoming Events:

The Souper Bowl of Caring: The Souper Bowl of Caring will be on
Sunday, February 3rd. There will be a soup and chili lunch after the
11:00am service in Fellowship Hall. All money donated at this event
goes to feed the hungry in our community. All youth member families
will please bring a pot of soup or chili for the lunch.
Winter Get-A-Way: Our church will host February 22-24. This
annual WKY Presbytery Youth Event will include service work,
recreation, & worship activities by youth and leaders from
churches across our presbytery. We will stay overnight Friday &
Saturday at our church.
Montreat Summer Youth Conference: First deposits for $50 are due February 15. Total cost
this year will be $350. We will attend Week 4, July 13-20. This year’s theme is “Hear and be
Heard”. We’ll be staying in the same house as last year.
For more info go to www.montreat.org & www.lingerlongerlodgenc.com .

That’s Amore Valentine Dinner Mark your calendars for the
Third Annual Valentine’s Dinner date! Dinner reservations are
being taken for Saturday, February 9th with special dinners to
be served by the youth group. Ticket proceeds will help fund the
youth group activities for the coming year.
For more information on our Youth Ministry, contact David Muffett, Director of Youth Ministries
at david.muffett@bgpres.org .
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Kids’ Page
Over the next seven months, we will be learning The Lord’s Prayer
together, a little bit at a time. Color the picture and ask your mom
or dad save it for you. Then after you have all seven pages, you can
put them together into your own “Lord’s Prayer Book.”

Website for Children's Ministry is

http://bgpreschildrensministry.wordpress.com/
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Congregational Care & Fellowship
Gordoneers February Meeting
Gordoneers will meet February 8 at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall. Gilbert Calhoun and Mary Lucas
will present a preview of a book they are collaborating on concerning local Air Ace Victor Strahm.
Everyone is welcome. Please call Clark and Peggy Carthrae (842-1066 or 991-3377) if you plan
to attend and are not a regular at Gordoneers so we will have enough tables set up.

Children's Valentines Day Party
Please join us for a Valentine's Day Party on Sunday, February 10th, following the eleven
o'clock service. We'll enjoy lunch for all children and parents/grandparents and then move
on to some fun activities! There will be our ongoing mission project (cards for shutins), crafts, cookie decorating, art canvases and more!
We would LOVE to see you there! Any questions? Margaret Stein 270-779-2579 or
margaret_f_stein@hotmail.com
Thanks,
Margaret

Congratulations extended to Mary Lucas
Congratulations are extended to Mary Lucas on the publishing of her novel
titled “A Shelter in a Time of Storm.” Mary will present a book review and sign
copies of her novel at the Bowling Green / Warren County Library on State
Street on February 5, 2013 at 6:00 pm. All are invited to attend this event.
The book was released by the publishers on December 11, 2012 under the
pen name M.M. Merritt. You can find it locally at Barnes and Noble and at the
Public Library, or you can order it on-line from BarnesandNoble.com or
Amazon.com. It is available in paperback and electronic form.
The book is a fictionalized version of Mary’s Arkansas family’s participation in the wars of the
20th century, and it has two tie-ins to The Presbyterian Church:
1. What Presbyterians did in bringing Christianity to Korea and how that affected one of the
book’s characters during the Korean War
2. Our own Nick Rabold (Bobby’s son) is pictured in the photo section of the book, as a Presbyterian minister!
A quote from the back cover of the book says: "A Shelter in a Time of Storm" chronicles how an
ordinary American family survived the Great Depression of the 1930's and the great challenges of
World War II, only to send the sons of those veterans into the Korean and Viet Nam wars. Author
M.M. Merritt (pen name for Mary M. Lucas) mixes love and war in a manner that teaches American history and American character, as well as underscores how important families are to American's integrity as a leading world power."
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Friends
Here is some information from Chris Mautner (cmautner@pennlive.com). He
writes for the Patriot-News in Central PA. It was posted in December 2012. It is
positive information about aging that I think it is good for us to remember. I’m
paraphrasing, but all of this information came from his article and could be in
quotation marks.
There is normal aging and successful aging. Being successful is being vibrant
well into your 80’s and this is possible even when your health is in decline.
Start taking care of yourself long before you are in your 70’s but if you are 70 start now—
Doing something physical.
Doing something mental — read, puzzles.
Eat right. Poor nutrition leads to diabetes, obesity and joint issues.
Plan for the future. Think about where you are going to be in 10 years and what is going to be next.
Ask your self tough questions about how long you can stay in your home or when can you do the
things you always wanted to do but didn’t.
Stay active in your community to keep your mind sharp. Volunteer, take a class, play bridge with
friends.
Anticipate your health care needs. Have a plan in place. The more research and digging you do the
better prepared you will be.
Maintain a positive attitude. The benefit of growing older is having a better understanding of yourself
and being comfortable in your own skin.
Don’t fight getting older. The only way to live a long life is to get older and if you ignore encroaching
age, you are going to have difficulty adjusting to it.
Donna Hill

Remember the Food Pantry!
February is a cold and hungry month for many in our community!
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members and
friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
The Coverdale family of the death of Dr. Keith Coverdale
Rev. Ed Hurley on the death of his father
The family of Richard Owen (Matt Keyser’s father-in law)
The family of Jane Parker
The family of Myrtle Hepler
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YOU ARE INVITED TO A
CELEBRATORY LUNCHEON HONORING
MATTHEW AND ANN COVINGTON
AND THEIR 10 YEARS OF SERVICE
TO OUR CHURCH
FEBRUARY 24, 2013
FOLLOWING A SINGLE
10:00AM WORSHIP SERVICE

Are you looking for a Circle of friends?
All women in the church are encouraged to participate in Presbyterian Women
through membership in a Circle. Special bonds of friendship, support and love are
forged through the sharing of Bible study, prayer, food, and fun. If you are not in a
Circle, why not find one that works with your schedule and give it a try?
The Sunday Morning Circle meets on the second Sunday at 9:45am in the Ladies’ Parlor.
The Tuesday Evening Circle meet on the third Tuesday at 7:00pm in the Senior High Room.
The Wednesday Morning Circle for young mothers and not-so-young mothers meets at 9:15am on the
second Wednesday in the Senior High room. Babysitting is provided.
Circle 3 meets on the first Monday at 11:00am, usually at Chandler Park or Village Manor.
Circle 4 meets on the third Wednesday at 11:00am.
Circle 6 meets on the second Wednesday at 9:30am in members’ homes. Contact the church for location
info.
Circle 9 meets on the second Monday at 11:30am in members’ homes. Contact the church for location
info.
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Men’s group set to restart
MEN'S SQUARE "to the second power" (Get it,
Women's Circles?) Be watching the 60-second
updates and the newsletter for the reformation
of the Men's Fellowship Organization(s). Right
now, ideas and input of all kind are appreciated
for the rebirth of Men's Fellowship. Arnie Petrus,
Librarian, has agreed to be the temporary
contact for this endeavor. So far, main input is
meals with MANLY food. Kindly contact Arnie
with any ideas and watch for future input
meetings. You can reach Arnie at
arfranpe@msn.com and/or 270 904 0393
or leave a note in the library.

That’s Amoré
Valentine’s Dinner
Mark your calendars for
this year’s Valentine’s
Dinner date! Dinner
reservations are being
taken now for Saturday,
February 9th for special
dinners to be served by
the youth group. Live
entertainment included!
Ticket proceeds will
help fund the youth
group activities for the coming year.

PLC Registration
Registration begins for the existing students
and church members at the PLC on Wednesday, February 20th. Registration will open to all
on Wednesday, February 27th. Packets can be
picked up beginning in February in the PLC
hallway. Tell your friends and family! Class
offerings are a little different this year. We will
only offer two-day options. Three-year olds will
go on Mon/Wed OR Tues/Thurs from
9-12. Four-year olds will go on Mon/Wed OR
Tues/Thurs from 9-1:30.
You can call the church office or email
plcdirector@insightbb.com for more information.

A Prayer for Peace
Father, Mother, God,
Thank you for your presence
during the hard and mean days.
For then we have you to lean
upon.
Thank you for your presence
during the bright and sunny
days, for then we can share
that which we have with those
who have less.
And thank you for your
presence during the Holy Days,
for then we are able to
celebrate you and our families
and our friends.
For those who have no voice,
we ask you to speak.
For those who feel unworthy,
we ask you to pour your love
out in waterfalls of tenderness.
For those who live in pain, we
ask you to bathe them in the
river of your healing.
For those who are lonely, we
ask you to keep them company.
For those who are depressed,
we ask you to shower upon
them the light of hope.
Dear Creator, You, the borderless sea of substance, we ask
you to give to all the world
that which we need most—Peace.
prayer - maya angelou
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Church and Community
Report from Churches United in Christ Help Ministry
IN 2012, Churches United in Christ Help Ministry helped 766 applicants and dispersed $65,684. That
is an average of $85 per client. The significant assistance was provided made a difference for so
many families. The monthly breakdown of the help given is shown in the chart below.
Now, let's look forward into 2013. We have the fund-balance to support expenditure of $1,500 per
church in January. With the cold weather and the Christmas bills, I suspect we will need it. Our schedule from January is listed below. We will have meetings again in February.
Jan. 8 first Christian Church 10-12 AM
Jan. 9 State Street United Methodist Church 1-3 PM
Jan. 21 Christ Episcopal Church 1-3 PM
Jan. 22 The Presbyterian Church 1-3 PM
Jan. 23 The First Baptist Church 10-12 AM
Thank you again for all that you
do through our ministry to help our
neighbors. Our work is in His name.



2013 Budget
The Finance/Endowment Ministry presented a budget to the session for 2013 at
their January meeting that has a balanced budget. This will be the second year in a
row that our congregation has committed a financial support that will allow the
church to provide it's ministries with a full staff. Thanks to everyone for making 2012
a great year. Hopefully 2013 will be another tremendous year. The session has
approved the budget proposal and it will be presented to the congregation for your
information at a regular church service.
Page 10

Coffee Project and Holy Joe’s Café
The peacemaking committee will be taking orders for fairly
traded coffee, tea, and chocolate bars on Sunday, March
17, in fellowship hall from 9:30-11:00 a.m. Once again
donations are being accepted, along with sales proceeds,
for Holy Joe's Cafe. As you may know, due to your
generosity we have previously sent 10 cases of coffee to
chaplains in Iraq and Afghanistan for use in church
services, baptisms, and in counseling with our service
women and men. Chaplains ministering to our troops is a
tradition tracing its roots to the Revolutionary War. We
may take coffee for granted, but a good cup of coffee for
our deployed soldiers during fellowship with their comrades is a ministry we can help promote.

News from the library
The library would like to note, that another generous donation of books has come in, this time from the
collection of Lee and Peggy Truman.
If you have not visited the library in the last twelve months, you are in for a surprise.
Contact Arnie at arfranpe@msn.com if you would like a PDF download of what is in the library.

The Souper Bowl of Caring
The Souper Bowl of Caring will be on Sunday, February 3rd.
There will be a soup and chili lunch after the 11:00am service
in Fellowship Hall. All money donated at this event goes to
feed the hungry in our community.

Missions and Peacemaking Opportunity
On the fourth Tuesday of each month you have the opportunity to interact with volunteers from other
churches helping to feed, clothe, talk and pray with members of Bowling Green's homeless community. The time commitment is approximately 2 hours at the walking bridge at College Street and the
by-pass. So far Ginger and John Van Ness, Cindy Tanner, Ann Rudolph, Bob Rabold, David Muffett,
Tucker Carmichael, Bud Schlinker, Tom Moody, Diane Simmons, Matthew Covington, and Steve
Todd have spent time at "the bridge". If you are interested, please talk with them about this rewarding opportunity.
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Mission Update—Transitional Housing Program
Did You Know?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

31% of all households in this state are renters
28% of renter households are extremely low income
There is a shortage of 96,824 housing units of affordable extremely low income renters
A household renter to afford a 2 bedroom apartment, at the fair market rate, would need to
earn $11.85 per hour to afford a 2 bedroom unit
A minimum wage earner would have to work 65 hours a week, 52 weeks a year to afford 2
bedroom housing unit
Bowling Green Section 8 housing has a waiting list
Bowling Green Housing Authority has a waiting list
Bowling Green does not have a homeless shelter

What HOTEL INC Is Doing?
_________________________________________________________________________

After three years of praying, planning, revising, and much patience, the HOTEL INC Transitional
Housing program is beginning! In February the first client will begin the 90 day program aimed to
aid in self-sufficiency. The Bowling Green Christian Church has donated a house for 2 years to
begin the program. The house has been renovated and is in the final stages of preparation.
The Transitional Housing Program is based on the Hillcrest model from Kansas City, MO. A working homeless individual or family approved for the program will live in either a house or apartment
for 90 days. During this time they work with several volunteers from the faith community to help
build the tools needed for self-sufficiency. They are required to work full-time and must abide by all
of the rules and requirements in order to stay in the program. The Bowling Green Presbyterian
Church is one of many churches throughout Bowling Green/Warren County participating in this
program.

What the Presbyterian Church Is Doing?
__________________________________________________________________________

HOTEL INC Transitional Housing program will begin in February. The Presbyterian Church will be
providing kitchen items each time a new client moves in (every 90-120 days).
Contact Liza Ahrendt to find out what items are needed to stock the kitchen. We also would like to
provide meal planning and cooking lessons to the clients. If you are interested in helping or donating, contact Liza Ahrendt at lizaahrendt@yahoo.com or 904-2191.
Pots and Pans
Plates
Glasses
Mugs and glasses
Mixing bowls
Utensils
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Garbage Can
Measuring cup/spoons
Oven mitts
Coffee maker
Toaster
Colander

Frying Pans
Cookie sheets
Knives
Microwave
Containers for Left Overs
Dish Towels

The Property Ministry Report for February 2013
On 16 January, the Property Ministry met with a masonry contractor who had submitted a bid to
perform work on the exterior brick of the church. It was determined that additional details were
required as to means, methods, and materials to be used by the contractor on the exterior brick
of the church. The Property Ministry requested the contractor to follow the recommendations
made in the Baird Dixon report if he wanted his bid for work on the church’s brick exterior to be
considered by the Property Ministry.
Earlier in January, on behalf of the Property Ministry, Bobby Rabold extended an invitation to
WASCO Inc., a construction company from Nashville, TN, with an office in Bowling Green, employing local workers, to determine their interest in submitting a bid for exterior brick work on
the church. Currently, WASCO is making masonry and other repairs to the Pushin building on
the Square. In January, WASCO visited the church to inspect the building’s exterior brick.
Attending from the Property Ministry were Bobby Rabold, David Muffett, Doug Humphrey, and
Joel Brown. Following the visit, WASCO accepted the invitation to submit a bid for the work on
the church.
David Muffett reports on other work:
Lyons Service has completed the replacement of a rusted pipe above the 10th Street parlor/
classroom that leads to the church’s HVAC system. Also, Lyons has installed a heating and
cooling vent in both the small bathroom and room 102.
Submitted by Gilbert T. Calhoun
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February Birthdays
February 2
Patricia Mercer
February 3
Sarah Glenn Grise
February 4
Linda Flynn
Nelson Rue, Jr.
Janet Schwarzkopf
February 5
Lisa Murphy
February 7
Ava Elliott
Walter Ivie
Todd Willian
February 8
Jayne Freeman
Lisa Ramsing
February 9
Glen Williams
February 10
Roy Beard
Teddy Lou Bryant
Ken Meredith
February 12
Georgeanna Capito
Jim Harris
Larry Pack
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February 13
Jim Croxton
February 14
Joan Pearson
February 15
Kenneth Royse
Hoye Stewart
Dorothy Willoughby
February 16
Ward Begley
Barbara English
Ann Whitaker
February 19
Caroline Spencer
February 20
Mark Bigler
February 21
Inyang Njoku
February 22
David Gardvin
Stefan Trickey
February 23
Arnie Petrus

February 24
Heather DeVries
Winkie Huddleston
Eagan Webb
February 26
Craig Heller
February 27
Kelly Goad
February 28
Sally Calkins
Merrilyn Calhoun
February 29
Carol Wedge

February Calendar of Events
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2

10:30am
Contemplative
Prayers

3 Souper Bowl 4
8:30am Worship
10:00am MMEdu
9:30am Children’s 11:00am Circle 3
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship

10

5

6

7

8

9

10:30am
Contemplative
Prayers

6:30pm
Gordoneers

Valentine
Dinners

7:00pm Phoenix
Gp.

9:30am TaiChi
9:30am TaiChi
11:00am Special
Care
5:30pm Youth
2:00pm Staff Mtg. Fwshp
6:00pm Rainbow
7:00pm Deacons Ringers
7:00pm
7:00pm
Mix Theology
7:00pm Chancel Theology Pub
Choir

11

16

12

13

14

15

8:30am Worship
10:00am MMEdu
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sun.day
Morning Circle
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
12:00pm Kids’
Valentine Party
7:00pm Phoenix
Gp
6:00pm Youth
Group

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
4:30pm
Peacemaking
6:30pm Missions
7:00pm Camera
Club

Ash Wednesday

9:30am TaiChi

10:30am
Contemplative
Prayers

17

19

20

5:15pm Dinner
9:30am TaiChi
6:05pm Worship
6:45pm Chancel
Choir

27

18

8:30am Worship
10:00am MMEdu
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth
Group

7:00pm Phoenix
Gp.

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
Min.
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Evening
Circle
7:00pm Session

24

25

26

10:00am Worship 10:00am MMEdu
service by Youth
11:00am Congregational Meeting 7:00pm Phoenix
Gp.
10th-Year
Reception for
Covingtons

6:00pm Dinner
6:35pm Worship
7:30pm Chancel
Choir
7:00pm
Theology Pub

21

7:00pm
Theology Pub

22

23

10:30am
Contemplative
Prayers
Youth Winter
Getaway
(hosted here)

28

Lion’s Club Pancake
Day

5:15pm Dinner
9:30am TaiChi
6:05pm Worship
9:30am TaiChi
6:45pm Chancel
11:00am Special Choir
Care
7:00pm
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
Theology Pub
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“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
Patricia
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
16 of God.”
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