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Anything But That
Before Christmas, I mentioned the importance of testimony a few times.
I said I wanted us to be able to talk freely about what we believe. Then, unable to leave well-enough alone, I tried to force the issue slightly. I asked
several people to plan to give testimonies in worship on December 23. One
by one, they considered my request carefully and turned me down flat!
Their turn-downs were models of kindness and respect. It was endearing,
how carefully and kindly I was rejected. Endearing, and a little funny.
Essentially, each person said the same thing. They said, “You know, I’d do
anything for you and the church. But I won’t do that.”

Testimonial No-Fly Zone
I read somewhere that wise people learn from their mistakes. What I think-Imight-have-learned from the good people who declared our sanctuary a
“testimonial no-fly zone,” is that we have an extremely high view of worship
and of God. The stunning mystery and power of God, and the serious way
our worship reaches out to God— is not easily translated into the limitations
of personal testimony. It’s not a matter of worthiness; it’s a matter of reverence. Words fail us for good reason, when we come to talk about the inexpressible goodness of God’s blessing in our lives. It is true that “words cannot express” a truly sublime experience; and God’s powerful presence is
sublime.

When Do the “Speaking in Tongues” Classes Start?
Probably because of our well-structured, democratic, form of church government, it is often said that Presbyterians do “all things decently and in
order.” The phrase comes from I Corinthians 14:40. Decency and orderliness are commendable. But, if we back up one verse (to I Corinthians
14:39) we read, “So, brothers (sic), earnestly desire to prophesy, and do
not forbid speaking in tongues...” Maybe there’s still room for testimony?

Is Interactivity Really a Word?
I continue to wonder if we might enjoy a richer worship experience if people
felt more free about participating. Everything else is becoming “interactive,”
why not our worship? Personal testimony allows people who have discovered God at work in their lives to give expression to that. Testimony is a
form of modeling faith, so that others can get an idea of what believing and
the depth of religious experience looks and feels like.
See “Help, If You Want It” Page
on page 2

Help, If You Want It
When I asked a few people to offer “Faith Reflections” on December 23, I gave them some guidelines. Call it an attempt to be decently in order. I am including the guidelines here. You might want
to run these through your head some time, as a quiet devotional exercise.

Guidelines for Offering a Faith Reflection
1. Your Reflection needs to be personal.
“My first thoughts about God were….”
“The person/people who most influenced my beliefs….”
“I joined church (or I attend regularly) because…”
“My most recent experience of God’s presence is…”
“I have often imagined God in this way…”
2. Your Reflection will be strengthened if you can talk about some practice of the faith. For
some people, this may related to stewardship or giving; to attending Sunday School or a
Bible study; to a regular practice of quiet time, reading, study, or meditation; to a volunteer
duty you have assumed; to conversations with a child or grandchild about what you believe; etc.
“The best thing I have done for my faith is…”
“These activities have shaped me…”
“If I could put it simply and in one sentence, I’d say…”
3. It may be helpful to reflect on something faith-related that you have changed your mind
about.
“I used to think _____ , but now I think…”
I believe …

4. It may help to try to think about how God has had a hand in some
important event in your life.
Beginning a career
The birth of children
Some grief or loss
Some piece of serendipity, or “good luck”

church …
faith ...

5. A simple faith reflection might be to consider a single word, and
what it means to you.
Peace
Hope
Love
Joy
Once again, I invite you to think about these things, and let me know if you want to talk further.
And know you are loved,
Matthew
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Usually at this time of year resolutions are all the rage. We resolve to do ___________. Fill in the
blank, however one may wish. In the back of our minds often those resolutions after a couple of
days or weeks fall on to the back burner as we get caught up in the busyness of living life. We
make resolutions that might make our lives better but they never seem to be compatible with our
lives. We separate out and divide our lives in such a manner that our expectations or the rules that
we place upon ourselves become unattainable and so every year we repeat the process. Google
the top resolutions for 2012 and for 2013 and one can see how this process is repeated every
year.
So what do we do? Throw up our hands and walk away? Maybe instead of trying to make resolutions that will never fly, that will so radically change the way we live that they will not stick, that we
instead walk away from this process and just attempt to be more mindful. Maybe we try to be more
mindful of those around us, of our own lives, of how we live. We attempt and we will fail but maybe
sometimes we will succeed. Not a resolve to be more mindful but just a pause to look around us,
to open our eyes to the experiences and the possibilities that lay before us. Maybe things will
change or maybe they won’t. What we do know is that the process of resolution making and
breaking won’t continue. Our resolve to do something will not be divided out of how we live life.
Consider this year walking away from resolutions and trying out just being aware of how you live.
Books
How Music Works by David Byrne
The Essential Rumi translated by Coleman Barks
Rome: An Empire’s Story by Greg Woolf
Muhammad: A Prophet for Our Time by Karen Armstrong

Take Up an Ancient
Practice in the New
Year
Rediscover an ancient practice
in the digital age. Get the
Presbyterian Daily Prayer app
to have psalms, Scripture readings
from the Daily Lectionary, and
prayers sent to your iPhone or
iPad each day.

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/daily-prayer/
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The Arts and Education
Ensemble Members are honored
Two members of The College Ensemble at The Presbyterian Church have been named “Voice
Performers of the Semester” at WKU. Lauren French, alto in the College Ensemble, was named
Female Performer of the Semester in Voice, and Will Pope, tenor in the College Ensemble, was
named Male Performer of the Semester in Voice. The honor was conferred by vote from the WKU
Voice Faculty at the end of the fall semester juries. The winners participated in an honors recital of
performers from various instrumental/vocal areas from the Department of Music.
Congratulations Lauren and Will!

Spring Sunday School Beginning January 6th
Adult Class Schedule

 Parenting Class reading and discussing 10 Principles for Spiritual Parenting: Nurturing Your
Child's Soul in room 202

 Christian Thought Class is studying The Holy Land Revealed from the Great Courses in the

Conference Room
 Floyd Hays Ellis Class studies and discusses the weekly lectionary passages using Feasting
on the Word in room 201
Children's Sunday School






3yr - Preschool - Taught by Julia and Dick Roberts & Jim and Betsy Tyrie
K-1st - Taught by Ann Rudolph and Judy Whitson
2nd - 3rd Grade - Taught by Mary Evans and Nancy Keyser
4th - 5th Grade - Taught by Fred and John Kernohan

Children's Church

 3yrs - 2nd Grade - will be in room 20 studying - Worship
.
Youth Sunday School
 Is studying characters of the New Testament with Kelly Goad and Mark Schafer teaching.

Gallery News
The Exhibit by ArtWorks artists will be coming down on January 11th and a new show will go up. It
will feature the art work of Church Members and Church Affiliates. There will be pieces from a variety of artistic mediums. The deadline to enter this show is Tuesday, January 8th. Please refer to
the next page in this newsletter for all the pertinent information.
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A Call to All Creative Members and Church Affiliates
Announcing our 2013 In-Church Art Exhibit
Jan. 11 –Feb. 15
All ages 1 to 100 welcome!
Media: 2-D Drawing, Painting, Photography, Needlework – 3-D ONLY if wired and
ready to hang on wall.
Specifications:
1. No larger than 4’ by 4’, no smaller than 8” by 10”.
2. Must be framed or mounted with wire in back for hanging, NO sawtooth
hangers!
3. If entering more than 2 pieces, supply a list in order of preference in case there
is not room for all.
Requirements:
1. Submit the following information by Tues. Jan. 8, 2013:
a. Name, phone #, and/or e-mail address
b. Title of piece(s) and order of preference to be hung
c. Price of piece(s) or NFS (Not For Sale)
d. Medium used
You may email your information to pegeddy@bellsouth.net
or mail it to The Presbyterian Church
1003 State, Bowling Green, KY, 42101
Attn: Art Board
2. Attach a 3 x 5 card to the back of each piece entered and include:
a. Name (and age if under 18)
b. Phone # and/or e-mail address
c. Title of piece
d. Sale price or NFS
3. Deliver your work to the church Thursday, January 10, between 4-6 PM
Dates to remember:
Tues. Jan. 8, 2013 - Deadline to enter
Thurs. Jan 10, 2013 - Deliver work to church between 4 and 6 PM
Feb. 15, 2013 - Pick up works between 8:30 AM and 4 PM
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Youth News
Sunday Youth Group meets 6:00-8:00pm. Youth Group is for students in 6th – 12th grades.
We eat dinner from 6-6:30 then split into Junior/Senior High groups for study and activities.
Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship (grades 8-12) meets 5:30-6:30pm. We meet at Spencer’s
Coffeehouse. During Advent we met at the church for dinner and attended the Advent Services.
We’ll resume meeting at Spencer’s on January 2nd.
Sunday School Kelly Goad & Mark Schafer continue to lead a combined Jr/Sr High class.
They will resume the re:form Ancestors study on characters of the New Testament in January.

Recent Events:
Brad Thomison led bread baking at Youth Group in December 9th. Everyone had a great time!
The bread was sold on Sunday December 16th. $140 was raised to benefit our food pantry. Brad
and some of the youth will go shopping to restock the pantry.
The Youth Ministry delivered gifts to our Angel Tree adoptees on Saturday December 15th. 73
children had a brighter Christmas because of our church’s generosity. Thanks to all who participated!
We held our Youth Group Christmas Party on December 16th. We began with dinner at Mellow
Mushroom then walked to the church for fun and games.
Sixteen of us had a great time at Climb Nashville on December 19.
Afterward we had dinner at The Local Taco.

Upcoming Events:

A ski trip to Perfect North Slopes is in the planned for January 25-27.
We will leave from the church at 5:00pm on Friday. We’ll spend the night
Friday in northern Kentucky, ski all day on Saturday, and spend a second
night before returning to BG Sunday morning. Cost is $125 per person.
(Includes all meals, transportation, lift ticket & equipment rental, and lodging.)
Winter Get-A-Way: Our church will host February 22-24. This annual WKY Presbytery Youth
Event will include service work, recreation, & worship activities by youth and leaders from
churches across our presbytery. We will stay overnight Friday & Saturday at our church.
Montreat Summer Youth Conference: First deposits for $50 are due February 15. Total cost
this year will be $350. We will attend Week 4, July 13-20. This year’s theme is “Hear and be
Heard”. We’ll be staying in the same house as last year.
For more info go to www.montreat.org & www.lingerlongerlodgenc.com .
For more information on our Youth Ministry, contact David Muffett, Director of Youth Ministries at
david.muffett@bgpres.org .
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Kids’ Page
Over the next seven months, we will be learning The Lord’s Prayer
together, a little bit at a time. Color the picture and ask your mom or
dad save it for you. Then after you have all seven pages, you can
put them together into your own “Lord’s Prayer Book.”

Website for Children's Ministry is

http://bgpreschildrensministry.wordpress.com/
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Congregational Care & Fellowship
Congratulations extended to Mary Lucas
Congratulations are extended to Mary Lucas on the publishing of her
novel titled “A Shelter in a Time of Storm.” Mary will present a book
review and sign copies of her novel at the Bowling Green / Warren
County Library on State Street on February 5, 2013 at 6:00 pm. All are
invited to attend this event.
The book was released by the publishers on December 11, 2012 under
the pen name M. M. Merritt. You can find it locally at Barnes and Noble
and at the Public Library, or you can order it online from Barnesand
Noble.com or Amazon.com. It is available in paperback and electronic
form.
The book is a fictionalized version of Mary’s Arkansas family’s participation in the wars of the
20th century, and it has two tie-ins to The Presbyterian Church:
1. What Presbyterians did in bringing Christianity to Korea and how that affected one of the
book’s characters during the Korean War
2. Our own Nick Rabold (Bobby’s son) is pictured in the photo section of the book, as a
Presbyterian minister!
A quote from the back cover of the book says: "A Shelter in a Time of Storm" chronicles how an
ordinary American family survived the Great Depression of the 1930's and the great challenges of
World War II, only to send the sons of those veterans into the Korean and Viet Nam wars. Author
M.M. Merritt (pen name for Mary M. Lucas) mixes love and war in a manner that teaches American history and American character, as well as underscores how important families are to American's integrity as a leading world power."

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following
members and friends of this church who have recently
lost loved ones:
 Teddy Lou Bryant and family in the death of her brother,
George Johnson
 Beth Walden-Fisher in the death of her husband, Andrew
Fisher
 Jim and Julia Wall in the death of his mother
 Trudy Burkeen (and Trudy Fleenor) in the death of her father, Creedmore
Fleenor
 Dot Koven and Cameron Pauquette in the death of their sister/aunt, Annie
Laurie Tillery
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Friends
I’ve been reading lately about how important it is to get a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s
as early as possible. One lady wrote that her husband’s co-workers suspected a
problem much earlier than she did and she regretted that she had not had time to
plan better for long-term care, both financially and providing care.
Drugs started earlier seem to have a more beneficial effect and just recently there
is this information from John Hopkins Hospital:
In an effort that is hoped to boost memory and reverse the mental slide of Alzheimer's sufferers, surgeons placed a pacemaker-like device into the brain of a patient in the early stages of
the disease. The November operation was the first of its kind in the United States. The federally funded surgery could ultimately instigate a change of course for Alzheimer's treatments,
especially after some recent drug trial failures, observers believe.
The implanted device provides deep brain stimulation via low voltage electrical charges and
has been used in patients with Parkinson's disease. A second patient is scheduled for the
procedure this month, according to reports. The surgeries are being performed by neurosurgeon William S. Anderson, M.D.
Approximately 40 patients are expected to receive the deep brain stimulation implant at Johns
Hopkins and other North American facilities.
I have previously listed signs and symptoms of Alzheimer’s. Here are 10 typical age-related
changes from the alz.org web site.
Sometimes forgetting names or appointments, but remembering them later.
Making occasional errors balancing a checkbook
Occasionally needing help to use the settings on a microwave or DVD players
Getting confused about the day of the week but remembering it later
Vision changes related to cataracts
Sometimes having trouble finding the right word.
Misplacing things from time to time and retracing steps to find them.
Making a bad decision once in awhile.
Sometimes feeling weary of work, family and social obligations
Developing very specific ways of doing things and becoming irritable when a routine is disrupted.

Donna Hill
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Church and Community
Churches United
The following note was received in the church office from Churches United in Christ Help Ministry.
Through this ministry, our church, in coordination and cooperation with State Street United Methodist,
Christ Episcopal, First Baptist, and First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), help meet financial
needs of many in our community. You can learn more about how to help by going to the following link:
http://storage.cloversites.com/thepresbyterianchurch/documents/CUICHM10PhotosText.pdf
Good Morning and Merry Christmas!
We hope that you and your families are having a wonderful Christmas Day and that the
coming year is filled with joy for you and yours. Our ministry has continued to make things
a little better for our neighbors. In December, we assisted 100 families while dispersing
$7,701.20. The overwhelming generosity of our churches has made it possible for the ministry to help all who came and to enter the new year with a balance of $10,335.23. Please extend a thanks to your congregations for their support. We hope that your lives are blessed
as you continue to help the needy through our ministry.
Our work is in His name,
Keith and Sally Skiles

News from the Church Library
The Share A Book Club has come to an end, as we need the shelf space. If you
enjoy light reading, come up and browse the cabinet in the hallway by the library
and take what you will read. Books that are left will go to Hotel Inc, Delafield, etc.
The library is continuing to have books added. A generous contribution came
from John and Vera Gramling. Remember you can access PDF files from
church's web page under resources, and from the FB page under files at the top.
Or contact the librarian, Arnie Petrus, and he will send you the catalog files.
Email Arnie at arfranpe@msn.com
or phone him at 270 904 0393

New Exterior Plaque Installed
A newly installed exterior plaque may be viewed to the left of the Tenth Avenue entryway. It is one of
the Heritage Walk markers which Historic Preservation Planner, Miranda Clements, has encouraged
on downtown buildings. Passersby and members will be reminded of the church’s proud heritage. The purchase was accomplished through memorial gifts for Jerre Nelson Fitts.
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Property Ministry Report for January 2013
The Property Ministry welcomed Bobby Rabold, new Session member, to the Property Ministry at its
meeting on 12 December 2012.
The Property Ministry is continuing to review bids from contractors for work on the brick exterior of
the older part of the church. We hope to identify a contractor to begin masonry work in March 2013
or perhaps earlier.
In February 2013, the Property Ministry will enter into a contract with a bidder for work on the interior
of the church, soon after the exterior brick work has been completed.
David Muffett has been active in addressing other property issues taking place in the church. These
include:
•

Repair of a leaking faucet located outside the lower State Street entrance.

•

Installation of a new camera system in the balcony of the sanctuary.

•

Reconfiguration of the media center, located in the balcony of the sanctuary, which includes the
audio and video control systems. This should allow for easier operation of the system.

Submitted by Gilbert T. Calhoun
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Report from the Missions Committee
But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him,
how does God's love abide in him? 1 John 3:17-18
The Homeless Mission
When we first joined the conversation
about a local homeless initiative this
year, we could see the need and we
could visualize the organization, but we
hardly imagined how quietly this ministry would bloom. In November our
church volunteers provided communion
to approximately fifteen people, and on
Christmas Day, David Muffett, John Van
Ness, Stephen Todd, and Cindy Tanner
served Christmas dinner to approximately twenty people. Cindy Tanner
suggested singing Christmas carols and
we did so, with David and Rhondell
Miller and her husband leading the singing. Numerous people from many Photograph by Keith Bridgman.
churches participate in this ministry.
Thanks to everyone who donated sleeping bags, gloves, socks, and hats for distribution. Our
discarded items are precious commodities to those who work part-time jobs and are precariously
housed and fed.
Living Waters
The offerings received on Christmas Eve are earmarked for our clean water ministry planned in
March in Guatemala.
Bellewood (children at risk)
On December 13 the directors of Bellewood and Brooklawn signed a merger agreement to form
Uspiritus, now the largest non-profit children's agency in Kentucky. Uspiritus provides foster care,
family intervention, psychiatric therapy, transitional housing, and residential care for children and at
risk youth. In Louisville, the Brooklawn and Bellewood campuses will continue their familiar roles.
In Bowling Green, foster care, family services, and transitional housing will not only continue but
be strengthen by the financial health of the merged organization. As a non-profit agency committed to exceptional physical and emotional health for children, Uspiritus supplements the everdecreasing contributions from the state for child social services with grants from corporations and
donations. Donations to Bellewood can be addressed to Uspiritus or Bellewood.
For more information see http://www.bellewood.org/archives 2807#sthash.QlNknwFM.dpbs
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January Birthdays
January 1
Nathan Moore
Nolan Moore
Allison Willian
January 4
Robert Dickey, Jr.
Harvey Johnston
Mark Schafer
January 5
Christine Burkeen
Emily Perkins
January 6
Brittany Maslowski
January 7
Debbie Trickey
January 8
Les Pfahl
Margaret Stein
John Whitaker
Jane Wilkinson
January 11
D. A. Faxon
Jennie Lou Hagans
Tom Moody
Ann Rudolph
Corrie Vos
January 12
Jim Stites

Page 14

January 13
Tricia Just
Julia Roberts
Miles Small
January 14
Benjamin Crocker
Mary Lee Kelley
January 15
Page Beard
Paul Clark
Judy Gerhardt
January 16
Duffy Hayes
Sarah Maurer
January 17
Madalene Chandler
Chris Davenport
Ralph Maxson
January 18
Mame Stone
Verna Williams
January 19
Callen Christopher
David Rabold
Calvin Small
January 20
Margaret Bruner
William Moore

January 22
Jim Stickles
January 25
Kay Schell
January 26
Keith Coverdale
January 27
Charlotte Garvin
January 28
Benjamin Davenport
January 30
Evan Goad
Joe McFarland
Katie Thomison
January 31
Stone Begley
Nick Johnson
John Van Ness

January Calendar of Events
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

3

4

New Year’s Day
Closed

5:30pm Youth
Fwshp
6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir
PLC resumes

9:30am TaiChi Contempla7:00pm Dea- tive Prayers
cons
(date
change)
8:00pm
Theology Pub
(time change)

10

6

7

8

9

8:30am Worship
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth
Group

11:00am Circle 3

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
4:30pm Peacemaking
5:30pm Worship
Min
6:30pm Missions
7:00pm Camera
Club

9:15am Wed. Morn. 9:30am TaiChi ContemplaCircle
tive Prayers

9:30am Circle 6
5:30pm Youth
Fwshp
6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

7:00pm
Theology Pub 6:30pm
Gordoneers

13

14

15

16

17

8:30am Worship
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
Morning Circle
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth
Group

11:30 Circle 9

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
Min.
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Evening
Circle
7:00pm Session

11:00am Circle 4
5:30pm Youth
Fwshp
6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

9:30am TaiChi Contemplative Prayers
7:00pm
Theology Pub

20

21

22

23

24

8:30am Worship
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
2:00pm Recital
(Randy O.)
6:00pm Youth
Group

MLK Day - closed
7:00pm Phoenix
Gp.

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

5:30pm Youth
Fwshp
6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

9:30am TaiChi Contemplative Prayers
7:00pm
Theology Pub Youth Ski Trip

27

28

29

30

31

8:30am Worship
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Youth
Group

1:00pm Monday
Morning Educ.

9:30am TaiChi
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

5:30pm Youth
Fwshp
6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

9:30am TaiChi
7:00pm Theology Pub

6:30pm Phoenix
Gp. at June Rose
Garrott’s

7:00pm Phoenix
Gp.

7:00pm Phoenix
Gp.

11

18

25

Sat

5

12

19

26
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Tuesday, January 15th , is the deadline
for the February 2013 newsletter.
Send your information to
sheilareeves@reevesfirst.com
Newsletters are available on-line at www.bgpres.org

January 2013

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270)843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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