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The Session of our Church will
hold a Congregational Forum
Sunday, August 19, to discuss
the possibility of having a single
service of worship on Sunday
mornings. For some years, we have had only one service during the Summer months. The Session is considering how to
apply that schedule year-round.
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One might say that sensitivities abound on this subject! The
early service at 8:30AM began when the Westminster Presbyterian Church and the First Presbyterian Church merged,
more than sixty years ago. The existence of the early service
paid special respect to the importance of the Westminster
people in the life of the new church, The Presbyterian Church
of Bowling Green, which was created. Over the years, early
church attendees have had a special bond of fellowship.
Many, many of our church’s leaders have come from the congregation that worships at 8:30. Even though our Summer
schedule moves the hour of worship for both the 8:30AM and
the 11:00AM services, some of the early service people have
tended to feel that it was their service that was being eliminated. These feelings matter a great deal.
Presenting a different schedule for Sunday mornings going
forward creates some tension, but also gives us some new
opportunities. Organizations that depend on tradition need to,
occasionally, consider those traditions in light of changes. It is
important to think about all the things that matter to us, as
those things are reflected in our schedule, so to be sure that
our priorities are in order.
I believe that greeting and receiving the Sabbath is important.
The church does that with worship. The Christian Sabbath is a
gift, given at Easter, the first day of the week (Matthew 28:1;
Luke 24:1). My strongest argument for an early service is that
it begins the day in thanks and praise.
See “Opportunities to consider”Page
on page 9

When we look around us we can see that the culture changes at lightning speed.
Ten years ago we didn’t have iPhones, we didn’t have iPads, we didn’t have the
technology that makes everything on the screen seem so real, etc…. I am sure we
can think of many things that did not exist ten years ago. Not only has technology
moved quickly in new and unchartered directions but so has our culture, our everyday lives, how we function, what we value. The things that worked ten years ago do
not necessarily work today because things have changed. Some of this change has
been disconcerting while at other times it has been exciting. We are a people who
live in an ever-changing world.
Often I am struck with the questions of how does the church live into this new reality
of the world. One of the reasons I went to San Francisco was to see how other
churches are living, are doing this, what the church looks like as more and more
people do go to church, and how the church is being relevant in whatever time and
place they find themselves. An interesting aspect they discussed with me there was
that just because something worked ten years ago and had a great following didn’t
mean that it worked any longer. On the coast they were having to discover new
ways to interact with the community that surrounded them. They had to be open to
looking at things through completely different lenses.
A couple of the major themes that ran through all of my conversations was first that
churches had to be authentic, which means that they had to be real, honest about
who they are right now and then who they wanted to become. The second theme
that was prevalent was that nothing was off the table to examine in the church as to
whether or not something was working, not working, what needed to be changed,
what was more conducive to the congregation, etc…. Every aspect of the church
had to be examined if it was to meet the people where they were and to build a
community. One example of this was in a church where they were trying to have coffee hour but no one was coming. So they looked to see where the people congregated before and after worship and they moved the coffee to them. Now coffee hour
is a successful part of building community. The pastors in SF made it clear that the
smallest of changes could have the greatest of impacts but it was a matter of examining everything that they do to find what those changes needed to be.
My hope is to continue sharing from the conversations that I found to be enriching in
how we understand the church in this changing time.
Book
The Externally Focused Quest: Becoming the Best Church for the Community by Eric Swanson and Rick Rusaw
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The Arts and Education
Gallery TPC News
A new exhibit titled “Southern Scenes—Homestyle” will open on Friday, August
10th in Fellowship Hall.
This show will include photographs taken by twenty-two members of the Sunny
Sixteen Camera Club, including three church members (Julie Barrick. Richard
Bolton, Larry Burnham, Kenny Coots, Erin Denny, Cheree Federico, Rachel Fortson, Gretchen Gilkey, Tommy Hatcher, Jen Holman, Alison Houk, Sheila Lunty,
Howard Margolis, Hack McCauley, Donn Miertl, Jenny Morehead, Valerie Powell,
Alan Reeves, Sheila Reeves, Theresa Smith, Tony Wycihowski, and Janet
Young).
There will be an opening reception for the artists as part of the Bowling Green
Gallery Hop; so be sure to stop by Fellowship Hall on Friday August 10th between
5PM and 8PM. We are indeed privileged to participate in Bowling Green's support
of local artists.
For more information about the gallery hop, please visit
http://www.thebowlinggreengalleryhop.com/

Summer Sunday School Classes for Adults
Floyd Hays Ellis - Studies and discusses Feasting on the Word
Rm 201 - Contact is Charles Reid
Summer Class for adults – "God in the Everyday" in Fellowship Hall.
Topics are as follows:
August 5th - Derrick Mason - Sports/Activities and God
August 12th – No Sunday School – Pig Pickin’

Preschool Learning Center
Registration continues for the fall classes. We have a
MWF 3's class available and MWF or TTH 4's classes
available. Tuition is $125 per month with a one time $100
enrollment fee. We still have a few spots left, so hurry in
those registration forms and tell your friends. Open
House will be August 9th and classes begin on August
13th.
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Youth News
It’s been a full summer full of mission work, fun, & spiritual renewal for many of us.
I was part of a Western Kentucky Presbytery Mission Team that went to Birmingham, AL in June. We helped build a Habitat for Humanity house destroyed by the
April 27, 2011 tornado that ravaged much of Alabama.
Several of us worked small mission projects around town on Wednesdays in June.
We had a great trip to Holiday World and enjoyed the roller coasters and water
park on June 27th.
July 14-21, twelve of us traveled to Montreat, NC for week 4 of the Youth Conference. This year’s conference theme was “Perfectly Imperfect”. Recreation leaders,
Rodney Norris & Lindsay Layendeck got us going in the morning with Montreat
Energizers! It was an amazing week of insightful keynotes, led by Casey Thompson & Shelli Latham, in the morning followed by small groups that dug deeper in
the theme. During evening worship we were inspired by the sermons preached by
Rev. Dr. Cleophus LaRue. The highly talented Timothy Nanz led music in the
morning and evening. Our back home group shared all our meals together at our
house. We settled in each night and shared our highs and lows for the day. I think I
can safely say that all of us can’t wait to get back to Montreat next year. We also
were charged to take home what we experienced at Montreat. We’ll do that beginning with Montreat Sunday on August 12 in conjunction with the Pig Pickin’.
Worship will begin at 10:00am at the Beard Pavilion on Garvin Lane. You won’t
want to miss it!
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Our last trip of the summer was to Owensboro for City Sights/City Lights. This
annual middle school mission experience was hosted by First Presbyterian
Church - Owensboro. Over 30 students from churches across the Western
Kentucky Presbytery attended.
Upcoming Events:
Sunday Youth Group meets 6:00-8:00pm. (No Youth Group on Montreat Sunday)
Youth Group is for students in 6th – 12th grades. Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship will resume on August 8th – 5:00-6:30pm.
August 12 at 10:00am: Montreat Sunday at the Beard Pavilion (1061 Garvin Ln.)
September 2, 6:00-8:00pm: Pool Party at the Rabold’s (61 Talbott Dr.)
October 26: Fall Party & Lock-in beginning at 7:00pm.
November 9-11: Fall Retreat at Camp Loucon – Cost $50
It’s been a true blessing to serve as your Youth Director,
David B. Muffett

MORE MONTREAT PHOTOS
ON PAGES 12 & 13

Theology Pub
Thursdays for college students and young adults – The college group will be meeting at 7:00pm on Thursdays for a Theology Pub (food, fellowship and discussions),
led by Terry Shoemaker. The group now meets at Mellow Mushroom downtown at
7:00pm on Thursdays.
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Kids’ Page
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Congregational Care & Fellowship
The entire church will be convening for worship and a picnic on Sunday, August
12 at the Beards' Pavilion, 1061 Garvin Lane. (See map or call church office for
directions.)
Worship will begin at
10 a.m. and the picnic
will follow.
Please dress comfortably,
bring a lawn chair or blanket
to sit on, and a dish to share.
The roast pork, soft drinks
and water will be provided,
so please bring a vegetable,
salad or dessert. The day
will be filled with Montreat
memories and our youth will be assisting with the service. Let's make some
memories of our own — see you on August 12.
The Fellowship Ministry

Let’s Celebrate a
100th Birthday!
Our church’s oldest member, Mabel
Simmons, will celebrate her 100th
birthday on August 15th with an open
house at Colonial Manor Care Center
on Nashville Road. The visitation time
is from 2 to 3 p.m.
Mabel loves to get
cards and would
enjoy a visit at that
time.

The Reverend Doctor
and Mrs. Matthew West Covington
request the pleasure of your company
at a reception celebrating
the marriage of their daughter
Elizabeth Armstrong
to
Mr. Marlowe McCann Leverette
Sunday, the Second of September
Two Thousand Twelve
The Presbyterian Church
following the worship service
at ten o’clock
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Presbyterian Women News
Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday is set aside to honor women who contribute
their gifts and talents to the church and community We will celebrate this event on
Sunday, August 26th during the worship service and afterward with a light lunch in the
fellowship hall. The Presbyterian will also award the Honorary Life Membership to a
very deserving woman of our congregation.
Rev. Kara Hildebrandt will lead a presentation regarding the 2012-13 Presbyterian
Women study book of the Epistles on September 9th at 3pm in the Conference
Room. All are invited to attend.
A gift certificate was given to Cheryl Gregory to show appreciation for all she does
to help our PW organization. Thank you Cheryl for all your help.

The Garden Exchange Continues
The Garden Exchange continues in Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings. Bring in fruits or vegetables from your garden for sale to church
members. Proceeds will go to our food pantry. This is a great opportunity to pick up
some fresh produce from your neighbors and contribute to our pantry!

Friends
I thought this information from a publication of the Presbyterian Older
Adult Ministries would be of interest to us all. “America is aging! The
population shift is astounding as we move from a predominately young to
an aging culture. During the 20th century, the number of Americans aged
65 and older increased eleven-fold, from 3 million to 33 million.” Wow!
Whether we are included, certainly your parents are moving quickly in that direction.
Here is a website developed for older people and their families and caregivers
www.livewellagewell.info
It is good for all of us to remember that people have value, regardless of their condition, as long as life exists; and support from a faith community is an opportunity to
demonstrate that.
This is from page 18 of the Best Friends Book of Alzheimer’s Activities, Vol 1.
One of the ways to do that for people who have dementia is to ask them to teach you
something that you know is one of their accomplishments. A coach could teach you
how to throw a football, or swing a golf club. Ask to be shown how to tie a scarf or do
a dance, or count to 10 in a foreign language. Many skills or talents may survive
dementia much longer than more intellectual material like history or literature.
To be respected as a teacher gives purpose and meaning to one’s life.
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Church and Community
Opportunities to consider

(continued from page 1)

Another priority is to engage in worship that demonstrates the
strength and energy of our church. A sanctuary that is full is a
powerful witness to the energy and life we share as a congregation. The hymns and responses are stronger, when more voices
join in. This is the strongest argument for having a single service,
as it brings us all together.
Our fellowship matters. We need to see one another, and to
share in common experiences. Any schedule for Sunday morning
will have to pay attention to creating opportunity for gathering, conversation, and
fellowship.
Our Christian Education and Sunday School are important. Any schedule we adopt for
Sunday mornings must allow us to keep our commitments to excellence in teaching
and learning. Many of us feel that family and children’s participation falls off in the
Summer, because our Sunday School (at 9:00AM) is too early. As we consider our
Sunday morning schedule, we will need to provide Sunday School at a time that is convenient and accessible.
Rising to greet the Day of Resurrection, having dynamic worship, observing the great
need for fellowship in our church, achieving our goals for excellence in education: our
Sunday schedule touches in many critical matters. Please express yourself to me as
you wish; and let your voice be heard at the forum on August 19.
And know you are loved.

Matthew

The Property Ministry’s Report for August 2012
On 27 June 2012, the Property Ministry visited the Little Rock Church in Delafield to
learn about the church’s building needs and problem areas. Attending the meeting
from the Ministry were: Richard Barefoot, Tom Moody, Joel Brown, Bob Hunt, and
Gilbert Calhoun. Also, Dr. Matthew Covington, pastor of The Presbyterian Church, was
in attendance.
The meeting was held in the Sanctuary of the Little Rock Church and was hosted by
Donna Wolbe. Also present from the church was Marty Deputy. Representing Hotel Inc.
was Rhondell Miller.
Donna opened the meeting by announcing that the Little Rock Church will be holding
an open house on September 18, 2012, marking its 110 year anniversary.
See “Repairs being made” on page 11
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Victory Harvest Mission Church

(submitted by Marty Deputy)

Victory Harvest Mission meets in the sanctuary and basement of the "Little Rock
Church" on Boatlanding Road. We share the building with HOTEL, INC. which is housed
in the addition to "Little Rock".
Many of our congregation may not have visited HOTEL, INC or
Victory Harvest. Drive out Highway 185 toward Jackson's
Orchard and turn right on Boatlanding Road opposite Sugar
Maple Square. Drive two blocks and you'll find us on the
left. HOTEL is open Tuesday - Friday. Victory Harvest Sunday
Services are 11:00 - 12:00 every Sunday morning.
Bernard Dormoh has been our pastor since we started in July,
2009 - 5 years ago this month! He was ordained at Ghana
Christian University and is working on his Masters at
WKU. Although we have a piano and an organ, much of our
music is accompanied by words and music on Pastor Bernard's
computer. Someone usually plays drums.
During the summer we take the children outside for Nature
strolls. The fountains downtown are great fun as well.
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Repairs being made

(continued from page 9)

The Presbyterian Church is invited and she hopes some of the congregation will attend.
Donna gave a review of the recent accomplishments that have been made at the
church. They include: the removal of several trees, tree trimming, ground cleaning by a
youth group, repair to a number of windows, some painting, and roof repair.
Donna Wolbe and Rhondell Miller moved the discussion to the activities of Hotel Inc.
They mentioned several items:
•

assistance provided by Richard Barefoot on obtaining a new water heater, arrangement for termite treatment to the buildings, and needed plumbing repairs, all of which
were provided with funds from The Presbyterian Church.

•

a grant provided by BB&T for interior repairs to the Hotel Inc. building

•

a donation from the Craig Richardson family in honor of Skebo Rabold for the installation of several new windows, vinyl floors, new lights, new carpeting, painting for the
lounge, window treatment, and new cabinetry.

•

arrangements made by Kevin Brooks for several new computers, and a new heating
and air conditioning system for Hotel Inc.

Following these discussions, we were taken on a tour of the church building beginning
in the basement where we discovered that a series of power strips had been linked
together and plugged into one electrical outlet to provide power to several appliances.
We recommended that an electrician be called to place a junction box and several outlets to handle their electrical needs for the basement.
Problem areas:
•

Donna, Marty, and Hotel Inc. staff raised concerns about how to limit further erosion
to the church and Hotel Inc. property. They would like to see a long-range planning
program be established for improvements to the building.

•

The temperature varies throughout the Hotel Inc. building. They feel the problem
may be with the air ducts.

•

Hotel Inc. would like to have an outside water source installed in order to provide water to the garden and grounds.

•

Donna said that they plan to obtain funds to restore the original Bell Tower in the
Little Rock Church through grants, donations, and fundraising events.

At the conclusion of the visit, the Property Ministry thanked the Little Rock Church and
Hotel Inc. staff for the orientation and discussion of their respective problem areas.
See “Arrangements to be made” on page 12
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Arrangements to be made

(continued from page 11)

Action:
Richard Barefoot will be making arrangements with an electrical company to visit
the Little Rock church to provide the Property Ministry with a cost estimate to correct
the electrical problems. In addition, a plumbing company will look into placing an
outside water outlet to the building, and provide a cost estimate for the necessary
work.
Other Activities:
The Property Ministry has received approval from Mr. Baird Dixon, church renovation specialist, to proceed with repairing The Presbyterian Church’s roof. On Friday,
13 July, Mr. Terry Hale of Hale Roofing Company visited the church to inspect the
roof and finalize his estimate for making necessary repairs.
Submitted by Gilbert T. Calhoun, Chairperson of the Property Ministry.

Congregational Forum set for August 19th
In both the congregational Worship Survey completed in October, 2010, and in
“Holy Conversations” comments (Fall, 2011) a majority preference for having a single Sunday morning service of worship was expressed. In response, the Session, at
its June meeting (June 19) approved a plan to extend the practice of having a single
(10 A.M.) service of worship each Sunday through Labor Day Weekend (Sunday,
September 2). The Session will invite the congregation to comment further on the
question of continuing with one service at a Congregational Forum, immediately
following worship at 11:00AM August 19. The Session will then consider the congregation’s requests at its next stated meeting, August 21.
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Picture above is from mymontreats photo stream.
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August Birthdays
August 1
McLaine Hudson
Ella May
August 3
Dan Brown
Fred Higgins
August 4
Denise Carter
Chuck Coates
Garrett Evans
Olivia Henderson
King Spencer
Paul Spencer
August 5
Dan Stelling
Linda Yeoman
August 6
Robert Cash
Neil Howell
Wanda Hunt
Bill Krepps
Steve Todd
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August 7
Terry Flynn
Kalu Njoku
August 10
Charlie Reber
Rebecca Simpson
Betsy Tyrie
August 11
Thomas Prow
August 12
Maya Lebedinsky
August 13
Reese Polen
August 14
Susan Begley
August 15
Lucia Maxson
Kevin Reber
Mabel Simmons (100)
August 16
Chase Embry
Heather Kessler
Nan Moore
August 17
Annette Ballard
Heather Webb
August 19
Laura Isenberg
Brenna Murphy
Dick Roberts
August 20
Andee Rudloff

August 21
Margaret Winkenhofer
August 22
Madeleine Davenport
Brad Howard
August 23
Ann Covington
Deborah Matthews
August 24
Will Bowen
Hannah Schafer
August 25
Mac Reynolds
August 26
Erin Elliott
August 27
Nathan Love
Lee Truman
August 28
Ron Ramsing
August 29
John Stone
August 30
Wayne Hendrix
Kathy Higgins
Heather Zeller
Michael Zeller
August 31
Della Bruch
Linda Oldham
Emily Purpus
Landen White

August Calendar of Events
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1
6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

5

6

8:30 Breakfast
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

12

7:00pm Deacons

13

14

PLC classes
begin

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
3:00pm Property
Min.
4:30pm Peacemaking
5:00pm Worship
Min
6:30pm Missions
7:00pm Camera
Club

10:00am
Pig Pickin’ and
Montreat Sunday

19

20

8:30 Breakfast
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship

Gifts of Women
Sunday

8:30 Breakfast
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship.
5:00pm Youth Min.
Team
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

21
11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
Min.
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

26

7

7:00pm Session

27

28
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Christian
Ed

8

Thu

2

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

7:00pm
Theology Pub

9
PLC Open
House

6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers / Chancel
Choir at Tom’s
house

7:00pm
Theology Pub

15

16

Meals Inc.
deliveries
5:00pm
Gallery Hop

17

18

24

25

6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir
7:00pm
Theology Pub

22
6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

29
6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

23

7:00pm
Theology Pub

30

31

7:00pm
Theology Pub
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Wednesday, August 15th, is the deadline
for the September 2012 newsletter.
Send your information to sheilareeves@reevesfirst.com

August 2012

Newsletters are available on-line at www.bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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