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“People out there are hurting. They’re
carrying things around with them, and
it’s almost too much. Weary people
need some place where they can lay
their burdens down.” – Anonymous

Part of our belonging together as a Church is our mutual care
for one another. But very few of us explores this belonging as
fully as we could. It is very evident to me that we need each
other! As the Pastor of our Church (and your Pastor) I want to
tell you again how ready I am to sit with you, listen, pray with
you, and support you. Among the many things I do, my opportunities to care and to be cared-for in our congregation are the
richest experiences I have.
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Our models for being a community of care come from Jesus,
whose ministry was entirely directed outward to the hungry,
the sick, and the mis-used. Jesus talked about loving the
neighbor. His chief commandment was to “love one another.”
After Jesus’ ascension into heaven, when the Spirit of God
came upon the nascent Church at Pentecost, the character of
Christianity was seen in how Jesus’ followers loved one another.
If you are facing something difficult— Call me.
If you have especially good news, or bad news, please—
Call me.
If an occasion needs some special prayer—Call me.
If a decision weighs on you, or you want some additional
perspective—Call me.
If your concerns are confidential—Trust me.
I treasure the belief that God has given us each other, and
has ordained the time we have together, so that we may be a
help and a comfort to each other. I’ve never been more ready.
Know you are loved.
Matthew
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In June I was excited to be able to take a study leave to San
Francisco for numerous reasons. Often things happen in the
coastal areas of the country before they reach the interior so
I was intrigued to learn about what the San Francisco Presbytery was experiencing, how they were dealing with it, and
what could I learn to bring back to Kentucky. Each of the
meetings that I had were with four very different people in
four very different situations, however, each brought an interesting perspective to
how we re-imagine the church in this shifting time. Some of the words, ideas, and
actions in the conversations centered around authenticity, making sure what we do
is organic to the church, look at everything when it comes to re-imagining, innovation in tradition, moving forward, building community, making connections, etc…..
Each provided insight into the ways that these things could happen with their own
stories of what worked and didn’t work for them.
Speaking with each of these individuals was an experience that helped my own
creativity of how do we re-imagine the church in this uncertain time. If you would like
to know more about my trip and the things that I learned please feel free to ask,
email me, have coffee with me, or poke your head into the office.
Meetings:
• Theresa Cho – Moderator of the San Francisco Presbytery and Associate
Pastor at St. John’s Presbyterian Church
• Bruce Reyes-Chow – former moderator of the PC(USA) General Assembly
• Abigail King Kaiser – Pastor at Fruitvale Presbyterian Church
• Jim Kitchens – Pastor at Calvary Presbyterian Church
Books read during study leave:
• Evangelism in the Inventive Age by Dough Pagitt
• The Future of Religion: Traditions in Transition by Phillis Tickle, Elder Quentin
Cooke, etc.
• Imagine: How Creativity Works by Jonah Lehrer
• Missional Communities: The Rise of the Post-Congregational Church by
Reggie McNeal
• The Present Future: Six Tough Questions for the Church by Reggie McNeal
• Real Faith for Real Life by Michael W. Foss
• Steal Like an Artist by Austin Kleon
• Theology is Art by Landon Whitsitt
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The Arts and Education
Gallery TPC News
Exhibiting in our church gallery beginning June 29 until August 12 will be Myra
Dwyer, Melissa Paschal, Jack Lesiur, Lorraine Streckfus, and Emily Hawarah
Johnson of Pushin’s Studio. When you walk through the gallery, allow the art to
speak as if the picture were a poem without words.
The next Bowling Green gallery hop is August 10. For more information about the
Bowling Green gallery hops go to http://www.thebowlinggreengalleryhop.com/

A Note of Thanks
We members of the church staff very much appreciate having
learning opportunities made possible through continuing education monies. Such was the case, once again for me as I attended
the Worship and Music Conference at Montreat.
The theme of this year’s conference was IN GOD’S ABUNDANCE: LIVING, MOVING, BEING. The preacher was Robert
Rimbo, bishop of (ELC) Lutheran Church; the organ recitalist was
Jonathan Dimmock (native of North Carolina and located in San Francisco); the
adult choir conductor was Jonathan Willcocks (son of Sir David Willcocks); one
clinician I enjoyed was Donna Giver Johnson (friend of Kara and once a preacher
for us).
Some considerable emphasis was global music---offered as service
music and as instruction in percussion background. In our daily lives, we realize
global economy and culture issues; in church, we can also be more aware of our
brothers and sisters throughout world….especially in their expressions of faith
through music.
I cannot begin to cover the totality of experience through conference attendance….I can say that oftentimes one receives affirmation of skills already realized
or practices that we have found to be useful; sometimes, we learn variations of
approach to what we do; often, we gain new skills; sometimes, we just need inspiration…a re-charging of batteries, as the expression goes.
Other Bowling Green folk at the conference were Sheila (and Alan) Reeves
(concentrating on hand bells), friends Dudley and Sue Bryant, Jan and Sue Allis.
Thomas N. Moody, Organist
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Youth News
Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship is from 5:00—6:30pm. We typically go to Spencer’s or
somewhere nearby for a meal. This is for youth grades 8-12. During the summer we will not
meet every Wednesday. Watch Facebook for updates.
Sunday Youth Group (grades 6-12) 6:00—8:00pm at the church. We have dinner together
from 6-6:30pm the split into Junior & Senior High study groups. There will be no Youth Group on
July 15 or 22.
Youth Sunday School will be led by Evan Bassett & Kara Hildebrandt. We will be discussing
how to find God in modern day media.

THEOLOGY PUB Thursdays for college
students and young adults – The college
group will be meeting at 7:00pm on
Thursdays for a Theology Pub (food,
fellowship and discussions), led by Terry
Shoemaker. The group now meets at
Mellow Mushroom downtown at 7:00pm
on Thursdays.
Montreat Summer Youth Conference will be July 14-21. We will leave from the church at
9:00am on the 14th.
There are still spots available! See David ASAP if you want to go! Total cost this year will be $350
per person. Final payments are now due. This year’s theme is “Perfectly Imperfect”.
Montreat Sunday will be on August 12 in conjunction with the Pig Pickin’.
City Sights/City Lights will be in Owensboro this year July 25-27. Cost is $40 for this Middle
School Mission Experience. First Presbyterian Owensboro will be hosting and housing us.
Memorial Funds Available For Youth Trips! Two memorials funds have been established in
memory of Echo Moore & Antonia Thomas Brooks. Funding is available to help youth with the
cost of youth trips such as Montreat, Youth Retreats, & Mission Trips. Please contact David for
more information. Echo Moore was the daughter of Russell & Nancy Moore. Antonia Thomas
Brooks was the grandaughter of Jim & Nancy Harris. We are very grateful to the families who
established these memorials in loving memory of Echo & Antonia.
Youth Ministry Team will not meet in June. The next meeting will be July 29 at 5:00pm prior to
Youth Group.
For more info on our Youth Ministry, contact David Muffett at david.muffett@bgpres.org or 270202-2776.
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Kids’ Page

Come decorate your bike!
On Sunday, July 1st, there will be a Bike Decorating event and
party for kids following the 10:00 am worship service. Please join us
for this fun activity!
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Congregational Care & Fellowship
Save the Dates—Notes from the Fellowship Ministry
Sunday—July 15—11:05 AM—
Meeting of the Pig Pickin’ Crew
Anyone who has helped in the past or would like to help
with this years Pig Pickin’ will meet in Fellowship Hall following church.
Sunday—August 12—
The Annual Pig Pickin’ at the Beard Pavillion
More to come about this event in the next newsletter!

Friends
The web site www.alzheimers.gov can help caregivers locate financial and emotional support as well as help them provide more assistance with the activities of daily living needed by their loved one.
This was in a 5-16-2012 article in McKnight’s long-term care news.
According to page 17 of The Best Friends Book of Alzheimer’s
Activities, Volume 1, the knack of caregiving requires an ability to
make something out of nothing.
Consider making the most out of view from the window. Talk about what birds, how
many squirrels, the color of the sky, sunshine, shadows, snow, or spring time flowers. Consider counting the number of trees you see, or people walking by or cars in
the next drive way. Place chairs in front of windows so the view is often available.
Ask for help cleaning the window. Use a water spray, paper towels or rags, even a
squeegee. Some times this can be done many times in a day.
Talk about how the glass feels, is it hot or cold from the weather. Talk about the season based on what can be seen; green grass, new flowers, dried grass, fall colors,
snow.
Perhaps the person could draw a picture of what is seen outside the window. That
could lead to further conversation.
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Church and Community
Position Available at The PLC
The PLC is currently searching for an aide for the 4 year old class.
It is a part time position which extends through all days that the PLC is in session.
If you or someone you know loves children and wants to make a difference in their
lives, this position is for you. The PLC seeks to share the love of Christ while helping
children explore the fundamentals of learning. We do lots of crafts and hands-on
activities. If you are interested, please contact Dana Patterson, Director, at
plcdirector@insightbb.com or call the church office. Classes begin in August and run
through May.
Registration continues for the Threes and Fours programs as well.

Topics for Adult Sunday School
Please join us for some lively discussion over a variety of topics at 9:00 am each
summer Sunday morning. The topics to be explored include:
July 1
July 8

Kara Hildebrandt
Terry Shoemaker

July 15

Laura Isenberg

July 22 Arvin Vos
July 29 Kara Hildebrandt
August 5 Derrick Mason

God in the Movies
Religious Diversity in the United States:
An American Search for God
Virtual Survival-Guidelines for Safety on the
Internet for adults and children - Part 2
Health Care
A Newsworthy God
Sports/Activities and God

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members and
friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
The Johnson Family on the death of Tricia
The Family of Earlene Newman
The Family of John Deller
Karen and Stacy Kreuzer in their mother/grandmother, Lois Clark
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TPC Habitat Volunteers Erect Walls at Jobsite
“At first I thought I didn’t have the

skills needed to do this, but with
everyone working together, it’s
been easy,” said Kwabena
Boateng as he took a breather
from lifting and hammering. On
Saturday, June 23rd, more than
twenty volunteers met to erect
walls at the job site of the Durham
house on Coombs Drive. The
weather report for the day was
sunny and warm, a good day for
construction, sun burn, and thirst.
The walls arrived on a flat bed
trailer pulled by a red pickup truck.
Six or eight men and women off loaded the walls, one at a time, lifting each wall
onto the floor, aligning it to markings on the floor, and nailing it into place.
By lunchtime, all the exterior walls were in place and the interior walls were almost
completed. At 1:30 all walls were in place, and the day’s work finished.
Nailing walls together was not the only task of the day. Rod Goodman, Executive
Director of the Warren County/Bowling Green Habitat for Humanity, handed shovels to Liza Ahrendt, Ann Rudolph, and Nancy English. “You gals know what a
shovel is?” he asked. The trench around the foundation needed to be cleared of
soil and construction debris so the foundation could be painted with a sealer. The
temperature in the sun was ninety-three degrees, but the three gals gamely began
shoveling.
“I thought I’d come have a look,” said Pam Bratcher to Matthew Covington and
Diane Simmons, who were watching from under a shade tree prior to lunchtime.
Earlier in the day, Donna Hill went to Kroger to buy permanent markers. “Let’s
write prayers on the walls,” she encouraged. Soon words of blessing and encouragement skittered along the studs and plywood.
Lifting, nailing, witnessing, writing prayers -- indeed, everyone from age fifteen to
eighty working together -- it was easy.
The next and final BUILD day for our church volunteers this year will likely be at
the end of August or beginning of September and be a paint day.
Diane Simmons
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An announcement from Peacekeeping
Beginning Sunday, July 1st, the Presbyterian Church Peacekeeping committee will be handing out a light sack lunch meal to those
in need. These sack lunches may be picked up from 9:3010:00am on Sundays at the Tenth Street entrance to the church.
This is part of the church outreach for the community based on a
need, since other help organizations are closed on Sundays.

The Garden Exchange Returns
Beginning on Sunday, July 1st, bring in fruits or vegetables from your garden for sale
to members, and the proceeds will go to our food pantry. This is a great opportunity
to pick up some fresh produce from your neighbors and contribute to our food pantry.
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Property Ministry Report for July 2012
The Property Ministry has accomplished several important tasks during the
month of June 2012. They are:
1. On June 18, Mr. Baird Dixon, a renovation architect of Street, Dixon, Rick
Architecture, PLC, of Nashville, TN, visited the church and conducted a
comprehensive examination of the water/moisture problems within the
building. The firm that Mr. Dixon is associated with has been in existence
for 57 years and has conducted numerous renovations of churches and
schools in Tennessee as well as one in Ohio and one in Pennsylvania. Mr.
Dixon mentioned that he may want to have several staff members return
with him to further study the church building problems. He made a number
of recommendations to the Ministry, and said that he would prepare a written report on his findings and submit them for our consideration. When
queried if the Ministry could now begin making a few improvements, i.e.,
caulking, painting of windows and doors, etc., Mr. Dixon said that we
should wait to see what corrective work needs to be done to the external
brick as any chemical treatment could affect the caulk and paint.
However, he said that some action can now be taken. This would include
contracting with a roofing company to begin needed repairs on the building’s roof. Another is having a mechanical contractor examine the duct
wrapping of vents in the attic above the Sanctuary and, if necessary, adding
an additional layer of insulation to help keep the attic temperature stable.
These and other recommendations made in his report will be available in
the next Presbyterian Courier newsletter.
Property Ministry members present for the meeting with Mr. Dixon included Richard Barefoot, Douglas Humphrey, Joel Brown, David Faxon,
and Gilbert Calhoun.
2. On 27 June, the Property Ministry has a scheduled visit to the Little Rock
Church to learn of church building concerns from Donna Wolbe and staff.

Submitted by Gilbert T. Calhoun, Chairman of the Property Ministry
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Lectionary Readings for July Sundays
Are you going to be on vacation during July? If you are away on Sunday, and unable
to attend a worship service, perhaps you would still like to spend some time with
scripture and prayer. Slip this page in to your Bible, and bring your Bible with you!
Sunday, July 1, 2012:
Morning Psalm:
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Gospel Reading:
Evening Psalm

Psalms 67; 150
Numbers 21:4-9, 21-35
Acts 17:12-21, 23-24
Luke 13:10-17
Psalms 46; 93

Sunday July 8, 2012:
Morning Psalm:
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Gospel Reading:
Evening Psalm

Psalms 108; 150
Numbers 27:12-23
Acts 19:11-20
Mark 1:14-20
Psalms 66;23

Sunday, July 15, 2012:
Morning Psalm:
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Gospel Reading:
Evening Psalm

Psalms 103; 150
Joshua 1:1-18
Acts 21:3-15
Mark 1:21-27
Psalms 117; 139

Sunday July 22, 2012:
Morning Psalm:
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Gospel Reading:
Evening Psalm

Psalms 19; 150
Joshua 6:15-27
Acts 22:30—23:11
Mark 2:1-12
Psalms 81; 113

Sunday July 29 2012:
Morning Psalm:
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Gospel Reading:
Evening Psalm

Psalms 67; 150
Joshua 24:1-15
Acts 28:23-31
Mark 2:23-28
Psalms 46; 93

Psalm 150
Hallelujah! Praise God in his holy
house of worship,
praise him under the open skies;
Praise him for his acts of power,
praise him for his magnificent
greatness;
Praise with a blast on the trumpet,
praise by strumming soft strings;
Praise him with castanets and
dance,
praise him with banjo and flute;
Praise him with cymbals and a
big bass drum,
praise him with fiddles and
mandolin.
Let every living, breathing creature praise GOD!
Hallelujah!
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Our Church has a long history in Bowling Green
Our church has a long and interesting presence in Bowling Green. The following
history is taken from the church’s web page. If you haven’t perused the web page,
you might be surprised by how much information it contains. Check it out at
www.bgpres.org.

The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green
A Brief History
When Reverend Joseph B. Lapsley founded the Bowling Green Presbyterian
Church in 1819, the nearest established church was Caney Fork in Butler County.
Ordained ministers of the denomination had visited the Three Springs area to
conduct services, but none had remained. Several rural Cumberland Presbyterian
congregations had formed following the fervor of the Second Great Awakening in
the early 1800s, but none existed in the village of Bowling Green. Lapsley gathered
the local Presbyterians (many of whom were relatives and friends from Rockbridge
County, Virginia) and soon built a church in the public burying ground [now called
Pioneer Cemetery and located in the block bounded by College, Center, Fifth, and
Sixth Streets.] Lapsley also taught school there but unfortunately lived only four
years after the founding. Session records of the early years are sparse, giving no
hint of how the church came to be in the cemetery and no indication of what
happened to it. By the time the congregation's next full-time pastor arrived in 1831,
the building was gone. Reverend Samuel Wilson Calvert (grandfather of popular
Aunt Jane of Kentucky author Eliza Calvert Oberchain) immediately pulled together
the fifty-odd members and managed to build a structure far ahead of its time architecturally and substantial enough to have survived occupation as a Union hospital
during the Civil War, an 1895 fire in the steeple, two splits, three reunions, and
multiple remodelings. In addition to raising the nearly $7,000 necessary to construct
their sanctuary, Bowling Green Presbyterians supported an excellent female
academy in the structure's basement until 1862.
Shortly after completion of the building, the congregation split into Old School and
New School factions. Nationally, the disruptive issues were in the areas of polity
and theology; locally the dividing points were sectional difficulties and personalities.
Between 1849 and 1858, the two "schools" had separate ministers and met on
alternate Sundays in the church sanctuary. The breach was healed in 1858, just in
time for the disruption of the Civil War. Although nationally the Presbyterian Church
split along Union and Confederate lines, the local church did not divide until 1868.
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This division was not as amicable as the former, and the courts had to intervene in
splitting the church's property. Former Old School supporters formed First Presbyterian Church, U.S. (Southern) and retained the building. Prominent Unionist families, mostly New Schoolers, formed Second Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.
(Northern) and moved to the corner of Eighth and Center Streets. This schism
ended in 1888 with the reunion of the congregations as First Presbyterian Church,
U.S.
After many years of worshiping in rural churches, Cumberland Presbyterians
established a town church in 1866 under the leadership of Reverend Jesse Grider.
They prospered in a substantial structure on Eleventh Street, near the corner of
Center, until the 1906 national union of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. The local congregation had mixed feelings about
the reunion. The majority retained the building and became Eleventh Street Presbyterian Church U.S.A. (After 1912, they relocated to the corner of Twelfth and
State Streets and took the name Westminster Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.). Those
who desired to remain Cumberland built a new house of worship at the corner of
College and Eleventh Streets, where they remained until their 1970 move to
Campbell Lane.
Bowling Green Presbyterians proved once again to be in the forefront of the union
movement when the First and Westminster Presbyterian Churches combined in
1949 to become The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green--exactly thirty-four
years ahead of the national reunion. Significant additions and alterations to the
physical plant have occurred in the almost half-century since that reuniting, but the
landmark sanctuary and steeple still stand as symbols of the Reformed tradition in
Warren County. 2004 was the 185th Anniversary of the Church. The Congregation
marked this milestone with much celebration including a march to the original
building site in the Pioneer Cemetery.
2012 began our
193rd year of worship
in Bowling Green.
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July Birthdays
July 1
David Wilkinson
July 3
Larry Graham
Larry Warden
July 4
Joel Brown
Tom Maurer
July 5
Robert McAllister
July 7
Andrew McLaren
July 8
Nancy Keyser
Pat Reid
Donna Wolbe
July 10
Dot Koven
July 12
Jack Glasser
July 13
Lou Mary Carwell
July 14
Hank Hanson
Minda Schafer
July 16
Alan Reeves
July 17
Matthew Covington
Chloe Johnson
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Zoe Lebedinsky
Bobbie Strickler
July 18
Fran Bowen
Mary Evans
Jack Grise
Samuel Grise
Allison Webb
Sarah Webb
July 19
Nathan Algie
Kyle Barrick
Pam Bratcher
Nancy English
Donald Nuerge
July 20
Robert Byrd
Bette Jo Miller
Sheryl Goad
July 21
Gary Ahrendt
Jack Atkerson
Susan Howard
Trey Just
July 24
Gretchen Bettersworth
David Thomison
July 25
Ann Dickey
Helen Hatchett

July 26
Judith Rabold
July 27
Charles Runner
Austen Seidler
Owen Seider
July 28
Leslie Embry
Martha Schell
Arvin Vos
July 29
Bill Beard
Janice Glasser
July 30
Patrick Bryant
Katie Maurer
July 31
Sandy Brown
Herb Simmons

July Calendar of Events
Sun

1

Mon

2

8:30 Breakfast
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Worship.
11:00am Bike
decorating party

8

Tue

Wed

3

4

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

Office closed
Independence
Day

9

10

16

7

11

12

13

14
Youth go to
Montreat

17

18

19

20

21

27

28

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm
Theology Pub

23

8:30 Breakfast
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship.

8:30 Breakfast
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship.

Sat

7:00pm
Theology Pub

8:30 Breakfast
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship.

29

6

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

22

5

Fri

7:00pm
Theology Pub

8:30 Breakfast
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship.

15

Thu

24

25

26 ‘

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm
Theology Pub

30

31
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Monday, July 16th, is the deadline
for the August 2012 newsletter.
Send your information to sheilareeves@reevesfirst.com

July 2012

Newsletters are available on-line at www.bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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