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Issue 5

A few days ago, I was asked a
“tough” question. Someone
asked me, “If a person walked
into our church tomorrow and
said I want to do something for
someone for this community this
week, what would we have to suggest or to guide that person?”
The most immediate connection we have with the larger
community in need is our Food Pantry. We feed between 75
and 100 individuals and families each month. The people
coming in are treated with respect for their dignity. One of the
burdens of poverty is that the poor person becomes invisible
and insignificant in our society. We believe immediate attention and a kind word is as nourishing as the food we distribute. A person could help restock the Food Pantry, either
by buying canned foods and bringing them here, or by
arranging food on the shelves.
Another important connection with need in our community
is the Churches United In Christ Help Ministry (CUICHM)
which we share with other churches. Usually on the first and
third Tuesdays of the month, volunteers listen and learn from
needy people about their situations. Emergency assistance
money is given in the circumstances where we can be the
most help. A person could volunteer to take CUICHM
applications. A person could also volunteer to do light
“support” of the program by welcoming applicants,
showing them where to sit while they wait, bringing ice
water, or other acts of hospitality.
As an outgrowth of our assistance ministries, the Church
often finds persons (sometimes our own church members)
with whom we begin to work more closely and over a period
of time—to help with transportation or employment, or other
special needs. There are opportunities here for a variety of
support efforts.
Food Pantry and Emergency Assistance work is also
done by H.O.T.E.L., I.N.C. (Helping Others Through Extending
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The spring seems to be moving at light speed, but with this change in weather
and hurtling closer to summer we get to experience a few exciting events in the
month of May. On May 20th during worship we will confirm and welcome seven
youth into the full life of the church. Since January I have been teaching the confirmation class on Sunday mornings. We have studied topics from God, Jesus,
the Holy Spirit, being Presbyterian, the church, etc……. This has been a time of
learning, being challenged, and building community. The youth that have participated in this process are Leigh Ballard, Evan Kessler, Reese Polen, Matthew
Spencer, Michael Spencer, Paul (King) Spencer, and Ian White. If one is not sure
who these youth are I encourage everyone to meet them, to say hello to them, to
engage them in conversation and to pray for them. Each one is unique, energetic,
and curious about all that life holds.
In confirmation they are beginning to learn how church is part of their life presently and in the future. The questions that puzzle them are those that as adults
we still wrestle with and wonder about. The point of confirmation is not to offer
easy memorized answers but to create a space for them to safely think through
those questions. The confirmation class is not to paint the world in black and
white or to recite a catechism but to begin bringing the world that surrounds them
and God together so that there is no compartmentalization of their lives but
instead enabling them to live fully as a disciple in word and action.
Books
Flunking Sainthood: A Year of Breaking the Sabbath, Forgetting to Pray, and Still
Loving My Neighbor by Jana Riess
Faith No More: Why People Reject Religion by Phil Zuckerman
The Underground Church: Reclaiming the Subversive Way of Jesus by Robin
Meyers

Registration
Will begin
May 20th

June 3rd—6th
We are hosting this year!
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Please contact
Kara Hildebrandt to volunteer.

Youth News
Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship is from 5:00—6:30pm. We typically go to
Spencer’s or somewhere nearby for a meal. This is for youth grades 8-12.
Sunday Youth Group (grades 6-12) 6:00—8:00pm at the church. We have dinner together from 6-6:30pm the split into Junior & Senior High study groups. Come
join us!
Youth Sunday School at 9:45am, continues to be led by Kelly Goad & Mark
Schafer through the end of May.
Confirmation Sunday is May 20. This year’s class: Evan Kessler, Ian White,
Leigh Ballard, Reese Polen, King Spencer, Matthew Spencer, & Michael Spencer,
will be confirmed at the 11:00am worship service.
2012 High School Mission Trip June 23—30 This summer’s High School Mission
Trip will be to Booneville, Arkansas in the Ozark Mountains. We’ll join our fellow
Western Kentucky Presbytery High School Youth in a week of service. The cost will
be $400 per person. We hope to reduce the cost to $200 by fundraising. Registration deadline with a $60 deposit is January 9. This trip will be for rising 9th graders—graduated seniors. There is now a waiting list since the registration deadline
has passed.
An Additional High School Mission trip is also planned through the Presbytery, June 10-16. This trip will be in Birmingham, AL. The trip will be at a Presbyterian Disaster Assistance sight and will assist with cleanup/construction from Tornado damage. Cost is $145 with a deposit of $70 due by April 15. This trip is for
older youth and adults age 16 and up. There are still spots available even though
the deadline has passed.
Montreat Summer Youth
Conference will be July 14-21.
Total cost this year will be $350 per
person. First deposits of $50 are now
due. The initial deposit is nonrefundable. Subsequent deposits wil be
fully refundable until May 14. After
May 14 (60 days out), Montreat will
not make any refunds. Additional
$100 deposits will be due May 1,
June 1, & July 1. This year’s theme
is “Perfectly Imperfect”.
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Youth Ministry Team Meeting will be Sunday May 20 at 5:00pm.
We’ll have a short meeting to discuss upcoming events then have dinner with the
Youth Group at 6:00pm. Regular Youth Ministry Team Meetings typically will occur
every last Sunday of each month at 5:00pm. This month’s will be on May 20 since
the last Sunday of the month falls on Memorial Day weekend.
Wednesday Mission Workdays begin June 6. This annual mission project typically runs from 10:00am – 1:00pm during June. Our first stop will be cleaning the
basement of the Little Rock Church on Boatlanding Road.
Our Trip to Laser Quest in
Nashville was a blast! A total of
27 youth and adults made the
trip on April 15. We stopped at
DQ on the way for lunch and
had dinner at The Old Spaghetti
Factory in Nashville. Everyone
had a great time! Several guests
came with some saying they
wanted to start coming to Youth
Group!
For more info on our Youth Ministry, contact David Muffett at
david.muffett@bgpres.org

College and Young Adult Fellowship
Theology Pub - Thursdays - 7pm - Good food, good drink, and good conversation. We will
meet at Mellow Mushroom unless otherwise specified.
Please email kara.hildebrandt@bgpres.org for more information or to be put on the weekly
email reminder.

Children's Activities
May 13 May 20 June 3 - 6
July 1 -
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Children's Day in Worship
End of Year Celebration following 11:00am service
Vacation Bible School
Bike Decorating Party following 10:00am Service

Kids’ Page

All children ages kindergarten—5th grade
are invited to participate in Children’s Choir
on Sunday mornings at 9:30 in room 203.
(Sarah Capito—Director; Marilyn Anderson—Accompanist)
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Congregational Care & Fellowship
And now a word from The Fellowship Ministry …
The Fellowship Ministry wishes to thank all who helped with the Maundy Thursday
Dinner. It certainly did take a village to put on a spectacular Middle Eastern dinner
on Maundy Thursday. Thanks to those who shopped (Bobby Rabold), those who
cooked (Marilyn Anderson, Ann Covington, Donna Meredith, Gretchen Bettersworth,
Herb and Diane Simmons, Peggy Carthrae, Donna Hill, and Blakey Hayes), those
who served (Arnie Petrus, Blakey and Duffy Hayes, Donna Hill), and those who
cleaned up (Arnie Petrus and Susan Thomison). Approximately 65 diners enjoyed
lamb, couscous, taboulleh, hummus, tahini, casik, olives, salad, fruits and nuts,
cookies and Apostle's pudding. It was a learning experience as well as a time of fellowship. See you there next year!

Volunteers Needed to Bring Breakfast Snacks on Sundays
If you would like to provide snacks one (or more) Sunday mornings this
spring and summer, please see the sign-up list by the kitchen door in Fellowship Hall. You can also call Nancy Carwell (781-8143) or email (nancy.carwell
@wku.edu) for more information.

Serving Others

(continued from page 1)

Love In the Name of Christ), which our church supports. HOTEL INC is always
glad for volunteers.
On May 19 (a Saturday) our church will begin framing work on a Habitat for
Humanity house. We will meet at the Habitat offices on West 11th Street. The house
we are framing will be built on Combs Street for a family of five, Jamarvin and Kenyatta Durham and their three children. Someone could help us with various
organizational activities prior to May 19, and/or drive nails with us on that day.
Our Peacemaking Committee sponsors the Equal Exchange (Fairly Traded)
Coffee and Teas project. There is a special initiative this year called “Holy Joe’s
Café,” to provide the warmth of coffee to U.S. service mean and women, serving in
Afghanistan and Kuwait. Support is needed.
The above is just a start. There are many small duties done here each day to assist others. Maybe you have some ideas we could use in building this part of our
ministry together.
There is a lot to be done. It all starts with our being blessed to be a blessing.
(Genesis 12:3).
Know You Are Loved,
Matthew
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Friends
When someone asks for our opinion about something it makes us
think people care about what we think. For people suffering with
dementia it can give them a sense of pride if you ask what they
think about nearly anything.
Ask them what they think of the latest hairstyles or what they
think about the weather. Consider the person’s life story- could
you ask about a recipe, or a favorite sports team, or to look at your golf swing and
offer an opinion. Listen to new music or look at different art and have a discussion,
whether it is critical or appreciative.
Ask for an opinion of how the food tasted or how a new body lotion smells. Talk
about your own wardrobe, “do you like this dress on me”, or ask about a future purchase, lawn mower, garden furniture, what to plant in a garden, “when is the best
time to fish?” Or have a conversation based on an opinion about how long people
should know each other before marriage, or when a coach should consider another
position.
Persons with early dementia need to have as much self-determination as possible.
It is important to ask their opinion often about clothing choices, food choices, or entertainment choices. In late dementia if a person cannot give verbal opinions look for
nonverbal clues signaling acceptance of food choices or how they want to be
bathed.
Most of this information is found on page 15 of The Best Friends Book of Alzheimer’s
Activities. Volume 1
Have a nice summer!
Donna Hill

FRIDAY PRAYER MEETING

Attention! Anyone interested in participating
in the Friday Prayer group - you are most welcome to be with us. We meet at
10:30am on Fridays at the church.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following
members and friends of this church who have recently
lost loved ones:
Tricia Just in the death of her cousin, Sharon Lohden
The Jordan family in the death of Bobby Jordan
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Presbyterian Women
2012 Birthday Offering —

Presbyterian Women

The Creative Ministries Offering Committee met in Louisville, KY in August 2011 and
approved three recipients for the 2012 Birthday Offering of Presbyterian Women. The committee selected only three of the 32 proposals so each grant could be larger and make
more of an impact in each community. The three organizations chosen are described
below:
Circle of Friends: Celebrating Life, Inc., Peachtree City, Georgia
This organization serves, empowers, and equips women to help other women and
youth. Its newest program, Living Water for Girls, will rescue, rehabilitate, and provide safe
refuge for young American girls who are victims of human sex trafficking and exploitation.
They offer therapy, education, counseling, vocational training, and spiritual development to
young girls who have been lured or forced into commercial sexual exploitation. A grant
from the Birthday Offering will allow them to address the needs of more girls and to offer
their service on a self-contained campus which will ensure the safety of the girls.
New Opportunities for Romanian Orphaned Children (NOROC)
Gymnasium and Activity Center, Tolcea, Romania
NOROC is a program that shares God’s love and blessings with children who have
been orphaned. They facilitate the spiritual, social, physical, and emotional development of
these vulnerable children. After the state-owned gym, used by NOROC was taken away,
they had no facility for team activities or physical play. A Birthday Offering grant will enable
them to purchase land and construct a gymnasium/activity center for the roughly 400
children served by them.
Synod of the Sun, Solar Under the Sun (SUTS), Irving, Texas
SUTS is a new program of the Synod of the Sun which trains people to lead teams in
the installation of solar powered energy systems. The systems provide clean, inexpensive
and long-lasting power in low-income communities. Priority uses of the energy are health
and education, but the systems also power lighting, communication, and other services.
Half of the Birthday Offering grant will be used to install a variety of solar panel equipment at Ferncliff Camp in Arkansas, where church mission teams can be trained on installation techniques. The other half of the grant will match funds for the purchase of solar
panels and related hardware for projects in Haiti, where SUTS currently focuses its mission
efforts.

The 2012 Birthday Offering goal is $900,000, and we are asked to thoughtfully
consider our gift and give as we are blessed. Envelopes have been given to all
Circles, and more envelopes will be available on the table in front of the office.
Your gift should be returned to the Circle Moderator or put in the Offering Plate at
any church service by May 27, 2012.
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2012 CHURCHWIDE
GATHERING
JULY 18-22
ORLANDO, FLORIDA
RIVER OF HOPE
Register online
www.presbyterianwomen.org/Gathering
phone: 502/429-5825
Register by May 15 to save $40.00.
If you would be interested in going and serving as a
delegate, contact Betty Shepperson, bltes28@att.net
Phone 270-767-0190.
May 13-Mothers’ Day

May 27-Pentecost
May 20-Confirmation

May 28-Memorial Day

POSTAL CARRIER FOOD DRIVE MAY 12TH Letter carriers will collect food donations
left at the mailboxes of generous Americans in more than 10,000 communities and deliver them to
food banks and other hunger-relief organizations. Helping Stamp Out Hunger is as easy as checking your mailbox. Just leave a bag of nonperishable food where your letter carrier normally delivers your mail on May 12. Your letter carrier will then pick up and deliver the food to a local food
bank. Our church Food Pantry receives a portion of these food donations each year.
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Church and Community
PLC Registration
Registration for the Preschool Learning Center is underway. We are now registering 3
and 4 year olds for the 2012-13 school year. If your child turns the age of the class by
October 1st he/she is eligible. We have a wonderful program to offer. There are
several options. The three's classes meet on Tues/Thurs from 9-12 (tuition: $100) OR
Mon/Wed/Fri from 9-12 (tuition: $125). The four's classes meet on Tues/Thurs from 91:30 OR Mon/Wed/Fri from 9-12 (tuition for either: $125). The class
sizes are small and the program is excellent by reputation. If you or
someone you know would like to register or visit us, please contact
the church office (843-4707) or email the director at plcdirector@insightbb.com. You can also visit the church website for more
information.

ART EXHIBIT APRIL 27 TO JUNE 8 (Hop June 1)
Melanie Hildebrandt Opens New Exhibit April 26
Melanie Hildebrandt, mother of Rev. Kara Hildebrandt, is displaying her work in our gallery April 26 to June 8. It is a privilege to offer space to artists at Gallery TPC and an
important ministry. To cobble together any word collage of the importance of visual arts,
we might conclude with Artists express manifestations of the silence within our hearts
and touch the core of what cannot be expressed by the art of philosophy or logic. It is
impossible to attribute this conclusion to any other than our gracious God. The church
gallery is open Monday to Friday from 8:30am to 4pm. Don’t miss the gallery hop and
reception Friday, June 1, 5pm to 8pm.

A Report from The Property Ministry
The Property Ministry has been actively engaged in coordinating major improvements
and repairs, as well as scheduling new work on the church’s physical plant. Major accomplishments to date are as follows:
1. Over the past several months the Property Ministry has conducted a number of
walk-throughs to assess the building’s physical needs, i.e., the extent of water damage
to both the building’s exterior and interior walls. It is thought that rain water may have
penetrated the exterior brick and mortar which has caused damage to the building’s interior walls. However, the moisture and ensuing damage may also have come from
other sources such as: leaks in the roof and windows, faulty gutters, or bad flashing
detail. The building’s interior problems are extensive, ranging from flaking and blistering of paint to the erosion of wall plaster. In addition, most of the wood trim in the building needs scraping, sanding, and painting.
(continued on next page)
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2. The Property Ministry has taken steps to hire a consultant who has architectural
expertise in 19th Century masonry walls and can, hopefully, recommend a solution to the
problem with the building’s exterior brick. This action is critical before any corrective
work can be performed to any of the interior walls. In addition, the Property Ministry has
arranged to have the Hale Roofing Company in Bowling Green inspect the building’s
roofs and gutters for damage from water and/or wind.
3. In February of 2011, the church’s boiler became inoperative and ultimately became beyond repair. Over a period of several months, the Ministry interviewed six
HVAC companies who submitted bids to replace the boiler. After careful evaluation of
the bids from interested companies, Lyons Service was selected to install a new boiler in
the church. Following the break-down and removal of the old system, a new LAARs
boiler was installed in October 2011. The new boiler enjoys an outstanding reputation
as being versatile, environmentally friendly, extremely well constructed, and is backed
by a warranty of 10 years on the heat exchanger and one year on the parts. One of its
key features is that the system is expected to run 90% of the time @ 500,000 BTU, while
the old system operated @ 1,200,000 BTU.
4. The relationship of the Furnishings Committee to the Property Ministry was redefined in August 2011. The purpose of this committee is to report observations, and
make recommendations to the Property Ministry on ways to improve the church’s interior
appearance.
5. In November of 2011, The Little Rock Presbyterian Church reported the discovery of
termites in some parts of their building. The church administrator arranged for the building
to be inspected and treated for termites by Nick’s Termite Pest Control Company.
6. In November 2011, water damage was observed in the ceiling of the first floor hallway, just above the stairway leading from the ground floor. The source of the water was
from a leak in the roof. Both the roof leak and ceiling were repaired. Also in November,
water damage to one of the tiles in the ceiling of the second floor ladies restroom was
reported. The source of this water leak came from the roof. Action
was taken to seal the break in the roof and replace the damaged ceiling tile.
7. A new electrical circuit was installed in the Fellowship Hall in
February 2012. Previously, there were reports of electrical failure in
some of the electrical outlets along the walls of the Hall.
The Property Ministry will continue, through the newsletter, to keep the
church congregation informed of actions taken by the ministry.
Property Ministry members are: Gilbert Calhoun, chairperson; Richard
Barefoot, co-chairperson; Joel Brown, David Faxon, Bob Hunt, Doug Humphrey, Tom
Moody, and Larry Warden.

CHURCH LIBRARY The Share A Book Club is now located in the big glass bookcase just outside the library. Contributions of books are still welcomed.
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HABITAT BUILD -- Building Unity In Local Development
Our church is partnering with Habitat for Humanity in three framing dates. The
first date is Saturday, May 19. Anyone over the age of sixteen who can hold a
hammer and aim for a nail qualifies as a “builder”! The framing takes place
indoors at a Habitat warehouse under the guidance of experienced construction supervisors. If you can hang pictures, you can build a wall frame. Guaranteed! Snag a friend or relative and join the BUILD party. If you can’t hold a
hammer, you can make lunch for builders. Each Sunday, beginning April 29, a
sign up list will be available in the lobby at the Tenth Street entrance. You may
also email the church about your interest in the May 19 framing event. Include
the names of your volunteers and contact information. (info@bgpres.org)
For more information, contact Diane Simmons: dsimmonsbg1@mac.com.
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This postcard was sent to the “Bowling Green
Presby Church” from Kwabena Boateng, a
WKU student who has been worshipping here
since arriving on the Hill. Kwabena is studying
abroad this semester in Ghana.

Financial Summary
Budget
Actual

Year to Date March
2012

250000

210,007

217,994

200000

162,502

148,671

150000
100000
50000
0

Receipts

Expenses
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May Birthdays
May 1
John Tower
May 2
Sarah Beth Capito
Mark Patton
Matthew Gentry
May 3
Ted Gray
Jamie Whitaker
May 4
Ramona Bobbitt
May 5
Christian Croxton
Emma Elliott
Vera Gramling
Barbara Howell
May 6
June Rose Garrott
Fred Trickey
May 7
David Sears
May 8
Lynne Atkerson
Gilbert Calhoun
May 9
Lee McMichael
Lester Reeves
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May 12
Addisyn Jackson
May 13
Dot Deloteus
Randy Elliott
Caroline Hudson
B. J. Jordan
May 14
Steve Moore
May 16
John Perkins, Jr.
May 18
John Kernohan
Alicia McFarland
Cathy Reynolds
May 19
Mandane Ennis
May 20
Robert Byrd
May 22
Caleb Johnson
Emma Simpson
May 24
Eric Bigler
Peggy Pack
May 25
Caroline Atkerson
Hart Carwell

May 26
Pamela Napier
May 27
Mary Clemons
Peyton White
May 28
Matthew Byrd
Willie Byrd
Paula McMahan
Alex Oldham
May 29
Sheena Burkeen
May 30
Jean Lush
Karen Watson
May 31
Kelley Purpus

May Calendar of Events
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

3

11:00am Special
Care
12:00pm Presb.
Women Luncheon
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

7:00pm
10:30am
Theology Pub Morning
Prayer

4

8

9

10

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

9:15am Wed. Morn.
Circle
9:30 am Circle 6

7:00pm
10:30am
Theology Pub Morning
Prayer
6:30pm
Gordoneers

Sat

5

6:00pm Christian Ed
7:00pm Deacons

6

8:30am Worship
9:10am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship

7
11:00am
Circle 3 at
Village
Manor

6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

13

3:00pm Property
Min.

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
4:30pm Peace7:00pm Chancel
making
5:00pm Worship Min Choir
6:30pm Missions
7:00pm Camera Club

11

8:30am Worship
14
9:10am Children’s
Chimes
11:30am
9:30am Children’s
Circle 9
Choir
9:45am Sunday School
9:45am Sunday Morn.
Circle
11:00am Worship.
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

15

16

17

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

11:00am Circle 4

7:00pm
10:30am
Theology Pub Morning
Prayer

7:00pm Session
7:00pm Evening
Circle

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

20

22

23

24

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

7:00pm
10:30am
Theology Pub Morning
Prayer

29

30

31

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

7:00pm
Theology Pub

8:30am Worship
9:10am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship
12:00pm End of Year
celebration
5:00pm Youth Ministry
Team
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

21

27

28

Pentecost

Memorial
8:30am Worship
Day - Office
9:10am Children’s
Closed
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship.
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

18

25

12

19

26

7:00pm Christian
Education Ministry
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Tuesday, May 15th, is the deadline
for the June 2012 newsletter.
Send your information to sheilareeves@reevesfirst.com

May 2012

Newsletters are available on-line at www.bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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