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There is a natural connection
between Easter and the coming
of Spring. But, this doesn’t
explain weeds. Since weeds predominate in my yard, I need
to give this some thought.
The name Easter is derived from Germanic and Old English
root-words that mean Spring. The resurrection of Christ is
mirrored in nature, as the flowers and trees come back to life
after their winter dormancy. Easter is God’s decisive victory
over evil. So why has the chickweed spread so widely; and
why do I suddenly have more dandelions to pull every day?
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One day, a professional in a green truck with the name
Weeds-R-Done on it stopped by. He offered to give me a free
estimate for weed removal. The word “free” is like catnip to
me, and I agreed. For a few minutes, the Weeds-R-Done guy
was out in the yard, plucking things, jotting down notes on a
clipboard, and collecting samples in little baggies. Soon, it
appeared he ran out of baggies sufficient for the enormous
variety of my weeds. Then, his clipboard jottings began to run
to multiple pages. The furrows of his worried brow became
deep ravines. He began muttering to himself. He reached up
to try to massage the tension out of his own neck. Eventually,
he got back in his green truck and drove away. The estimate
never arrived. Apparently, the Weeds-R-Done guy was looking
for a short job and not for a long career. Eradicating weeds at
chez Covington could easily become a life-long occupation;
believe me, I know.
I’d like to have a lawn that looks like a carpet. But my yard
looks more like a tossed salad. Spring is associated with
Easter, so is there a message of redemption and deliverance
hidden in the henbit, stashed in the sorrel, or nestled in the
nut sedge and nettles? Is there grace in the goose grass, or
victory in the violets?
(See “Easter Weeds”, page 7)
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One thing we are assured of is that things change. Lives
change, circumstances change, dreams change, and the seasons change. Everything changes, with some changes being
much harder to handle than others. However, it happens in
every realm including the church. Whether it be the local church or the universal
church there seems to be change happening. The church doesn’t look the same
as it did in the 1950’s nor even as recently as the 1990’s. When looking back
through the years we can see where a change occurred and the reactions that
followed and maybe this causes us to happily reminisce about a time before
change happened or breath a sigh of relief that changes were made.
Change is everywhere but how do we handle it in the present? Looking back
doesn’t provide as much anxiety because it’s in the past and we know the results
but when we are currently living with it in our personal lives, our community, or in
the church, how do we handle it? This note is certainly not about what changes
need to be made or a call for change but more of a recognition that there will
always be change in our lives and how we live through it, how we handle it, how
we navigate through those times says a lot about who we are as God’s people,
who we are as a community, and who we are in our everyday actions with other
people.
When we think about all the changes in our lives and about those that cause us
the greatest anxiety do we sit and ask ourselves why, do we ask ourselves how
we move through a situation as a disciple of Christ, do we think through how we
might be a servant to others in those moments, and/or do we stop long enough to
sit in the silence and see what God has to say about the change?

Vacation Bible School
Mark your calendars for Sunday June 3 - Wednesday June 6th.
The focus this year will be Babylon: Daniel's Courage in Captivity.
We will begin registration on May 20th at the End of the Year Celebration.

Look on page 11 for a list of upcoming activities for children!
Books
Christianity After Religion: The End of Church and the Birth of a New Spiritual
Awakening by Diana Butler Bass
Jesus Insurgency: The Church Revolution from the Edge by Rudy Rasmus and
Dottie Excobedo-Frank
Still: Notes on a Mid-Faith Crisis by Lauren F. Winner
The Divine Commodity: Discovering a Faith Beyond Consumer Christianity by
Skye Jethani
Page 2

Youth News
Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship is from 5:00—6:30pm. We typically go to Spencer’s or somewhere nearby for a meal. This is for youth grades 8-12.
Sunday Youth Group (grades 6-12) 6:00—8:00pm at the church.
Youth Sunday School at 9:45am is being led by Kelly Goad & Mark Schafer.
Confirmation Class began Sunday January 22 during the Sunday School hour. The class will run
through May ending with Confirmation Sunday on May 20. Kara Hildebrandt is leading the class.
2012 High School Mission Trip June 23—30 This summer’s High School Mission Trip will be to Booneville, Arkansas in the Ozark Mountains. We’ll join our fellow Western Kentucky Presbytery High School
Youth in a week of service. The cost will be $400 per person. We hope to reduce the cost to $200 by
fundraising. Registration deadline with a $60 deposit is January 9. This trip will be for rising 9th graders—
graduated seniors. There is now a waiting list since the registration deadline has passed.
An Additional High School Mission trip is also planned through the Presbytery, June 10-16. This
trip will be in Birmingham, AL. The trip will be at a Presbyterian Disaster Assistance sight and will assist
with cleanup/construction from Tornado damage. Cost is $145 with a deposit of $70 due by April 15. This
trip is for older youth and adults age 16 and up.
Montreat Summer Youth Conference will be July 14-21. Total Cost this year will be $350 per person.
First deposits of $50 are now due. The initial deposit is nonrefundable. Subsequent deposits will be fully
refundable until May 14. After May 14 (60 days out), Montreat will not make any refunds. Additional $100
deposits will be due May 1, June 1, & July 1.
Twenty Loaves Project. The next baking session is planned for April 22 at Youth Group. The bread will
be sold on April 29. Anyone can participate in this project.
A Trip to Laser Quest in Nashville will be Sunday April 15 after the 11:00am worship service. Bring
$30 for lunch, laser games, & dinner on the way back. This will replace regular the regular Youth Group
meeting from 6-8:00pm that day.
David will be away on study leave at Princeton Theological Seminary (Institute for Youth Ministry
Forum) April 22-27. This is part of the requirements of the Certificate in
Youth and Theology program he is enrolled in.
Youth Sunday will be April 29th. The students and their leaders will lead both worship services. Come
an join us as we worship our God! The youth will also be assisting in the Habitat for
Humanity BUILD auction.
For more information on our Youth Ministry, contact David Muffett at (270) 202-2776 or
david.muffett@bgpres.org .

College and Young Adult Fellowship
Theology Pub - Thursdays - 7pm - Good food, good drink, and good conversation. We will
meet at Mellow Mushroom unless otherwise specified.
Please email kara.hildebrandt@bgpres.org for more information or to be put on the weekly
email reminder.
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Kids’ Page

All children ages kindergarten—5th grade
are invited to participate in Children’s Choir
on Sunday mornings at 9:30 in room 203.
(Sarah Capito—Director; Marilyn Anderson—Accompanist)
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Congregational Care & Fellowship
Be a part of BUILD! Join your church family for an afternoon of fun, fellowship and
food. On April 29 the Mission Committee will host an auction to raise funds for our
Habitat for Humanity builds. In early Summer The Presbyterian Church will be participating in house framing events! Come and fellowship and help BUILD this mission
initiative!
Fellowship Opportunities:
Come and bid on a basket
Bid on a dessert to share with your table
Lunch with friends: Soup and Sandwiches
Admission Price: bring a household item to donate
to the occupants of the house we are building.
(tool, mop, paper towels, bucket, dish soap,
wash cloth, towel, broom)
Volunteer Opportunities:
Set up
Clean Up
Bring a dessert to auction
Bring a basket to auction
Want to volunteer to help or have questions? Call Susan Thomison @ 782-5294
Watch the bulletin for more information!

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
The Family of Russell Goddard
Dick and Molly Lord in the death of their daughter, Wendy
Alan Baker and family in the death of Jean
The Family of Alison Orendorf Walters
The Family of Lynda Caudill
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Friends
This month’s “Friends” article contains excerpts from the 2/16/12
NY Times blog site written by Robert Leleux about his grandmother,
JoAnne. Mr. Leleux is the author of “The Living End: A Memoir of
Forgetting and Forgiving”, published by St Martin’s press.
The wonderful thing about Alzheimer’s is that you always live in the
moment. Losing your memories means losing your grudges, hurt
feelings, worries and regrets.
We are more than our memories. Sometimes it is only our commitment to remembering that prevents us from accepting the love and peace around us.
A great deal of pain and hardship can accompany life’s third act. But what I
learned through my grandmother’s journey through Alzheimer’s was that my
grief regarding her condition largely had to do with my failure to accept the
change she was undergoing.
Regardless how I felt JoAnne’s change was the truth. What was gone was not
missing. The more I understood that, the more present I was able to be during
her final years.
If your loved one is not anxious and combative it is perhaps a little easier to walk
with them through this “third act”. But that is not always the case. Some of the
newer Alzheimer’s research concerns being able to understand what is causing the
anxiousness with the goal of reducing the drug sedation. Is something medical undiagnosed, is the environment too stimulating or not stimulating enough, is there fear
associated with a particular action?

Easter Weeds

(continued from page 1)

Uniformity is, apparently, not nature’s way. And God is surely given to blessing and
embracing all kinds of people. John 3:16 is so encouraging because it is so expansive: God so loved the [whole] world… The sunnier days of Spring and the warmer
air gives new life to the straight-laced and honorable grassy-green lawns in our
neighborhoods, and to the seedier and less-presentable ones too, without discrimination. The hope represented in spore, seed and bud is a hope offered as far as
any wind-borne germ can fly. The spark of life in Spring, and the promise of new life
at Easter takes root among us. God’s goodness, which we celebrate on Easter, is
alive and well.
Know you are loved,
Matthew
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Presbyterian Women
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING CHANGES
FOR APRIL CIRCLE MEETINGS:
CIRCLE 3 WILL MEET ON APRIL 2ND AT 11:00
AT CHANDLER PARK (2643 CHANDLER DRIVE).
THE SUNDAY MORNING CIRCLE WILL MEET ON APRIL 15TH.
THE WEDNESDAY MORNING CIRCLE WILL MEET ON APRIL 18TH.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN AT WORK

PW received heartfelt thanks from Newborns in Need for our continued support of
the newborns in Warren County.
PW also received a letter from Jerry Cantrell, President and CEO of Bellewood.
He said,
“Through your care, your gifts and your prayers, we can continue transforming
more than 600 youth annually in Kentucky”

2012 Churchwide Gathering - July 18-22 - Orlando, FL
RIVER OF HOPE
Register online
www.presbyterianwomen.org/Gathering
Phone: 502/429-5825
Register by May 15 to save $40.00.

If you would be interested
in going & serving as
a delegate, contact
Betty Shepperson,
bltes28@att.net
Phone 270767-0190.
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PW Presbytery Spring Gathering
Where: FPC Murray
When: Thursday, April 12
Theme: Laughter and Joy
Speaker: Prof. Robert Valentine
Registration: 9:30 a.m.
Program: 10:00 a.m.
$5.00 for lunch
Dismissed after lunch.
Contact Shirley Schoen by
Monday, April 9 (270-622-2576)
Please Bring Hygiene Kits Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.

PW May
Luncheon
Bowling Green Presbyterian Women will hold their annual luncheon on May 1,
in the Fellowship Hall at 12:00 noon.
Contact Cheryl 843-4707 by Friday, April 27.
Childcare will only be provided if requested with a reservation.
All women of the church are invited. (Circle membership is not required.)
Speaker: Sally Pendelton, VP of Development and Community Engagement,
Bellewood Presbyterian Homes for Children
HOW DO YOU REBUILD A BROKEN FAMILY?
BRICK BY BRICK!
Menu: Chicken Salad, Pasta Salad, Fruit Salad, Rolls,
Cupcakes, Lemonade and Iced Tea.
We will be accepting any of the following items:
NIN baby gowns or diapers
Canned food items (or money) for our church food pantry
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Church and Community
Habitat for Humanity – Community Challenge!
We are excited to announce that The Presbyterian Church will be participating
in Habitat for Humanity’s “Community Challenge”, offering us a unique and
rewarding opportunity for fellowship while “Helping to Build a Stronger Bowling Green, One Nail at a Time.”
We will have 3 “build days”, each a Saturday, projected to begin in mid to
late April.
Do you have the uncontrollable urge to swing a hammer or operate a power tool? Has the
whole construction process always been a huge mystery to you? Have you always wanted to
don a tool belt and wear a hard hat? There’s something for everyone on a Habitat build and
we’re looking for willing hands to get down and dirty while bettering the quality of life for
some of our deserving Bowling Green neighbors. Men, women, and youth ages 15 and up are
encouraged to participate! Volunteers DO NOT have to be members of The Presbyterian
Church to join us so bring your neighbors, friends, hairdresser, and your mother-in-law!
Dates will be announced just as soon as they are available. The prize? Volunteers will
receive their very own Habitat for Humanity T-Shirt as well as take pride in knowing that
they had a hand in putting a family in much needed affordable housing.
Our challenge is to recruit a minimum of 20 volunteers for each build date.
We know it’s hard to commit since the exact dates are up in the air. However…if you are interested in participating in any of the 3 build dates (pending availability once dates are announced, of course), please contact Liza Ahrendt, lizaahrendt@yahoo.com or 270-904-2191.

Jane Kehrt to exhibit at TPC
Jane Kehrt, a well-known water color artist, is exhibiting at The
Presbyterian Church Gallery through April 26th.
Jane is a native of Kentucky who currently resides in Glasgow.
She has studied with nationally known artists including Tony
Couch, Judy Waggoner, and a colleague of Grant Wood.
Her work is in numerous private and corporate collections across
the United States as well as Russia, Argentina, Ireland, and
Guatemala.

You won’t want to miss this exhibit!
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The Need Persists

The man had never needed assistance before. Out of work
and unable to pay his utility bill and rent, he applied for help at HOTEL INC. He was
apprehensive and discouraged.
Every applicant at HOTEL INC participates in an interview where he or she learns about
reciprocal giving. For every $10 given in value, clients reciprocate with one hour of
volunteer service either at HOTEL INC or at a partner agency like Habitat for Humanity
or The International Center. “You got help and you got to help them,” said one recipient.
This man, the anxious applicant, secured assistance, left the offices of HOTEL INC,
approached his car, then turned around, and re-entered the building. “I have been to
other agencies and asked for help. This is the first place I’ve been where I’ve been
treated with respect, as if I had offered you something.”
HOTEL INC is a Christian Care Network. Its acronym means “Helping Others Through
Extending Love In the Name of Christ.” Clients may receive financial assistance with
utilities and rent, financial counseling, bedding, and food.
In 1982 HOTEL INC began as a transitional housing ministry when an abandoned hotel
was donated by the city of Bowling Green. After a fire destroyed the hotel, The Presbyterian Church donated office space at The Little Rock Church. The original housing
ministry shifted to clothing with a thrift store, Solomon’s Cellar; food assistance, Manna
Mart; bedding, Peacemakers; and reciprocal financial aid. Although Solomon’s Cellar
closed when an affordable space downtown could not be obtained, Manna Mart, Peacemakers, and the financial assistance ministry have thrived.
Recently HOTEL INC has been promoting transitional housing. At a presentation in
January to our church’s Missions Committee, the director of HOTEL INC spoke of
hopes to purchase a four-plex where families could be temporarily housed for six
months.
Presbyterian Church volunteers at HOTEL INC prefer to go unrecognized since they
give in “the name of Christ.” If you show up at HOTEL INC on Boatlanding Road on a
Tuesday morning, you will likely recognize someone you know. Someone in the next
pew or at the Sunday coffee time may be a volunteer. For thirty years HOTEL INC has
been helping people in the name of Christ.
Of the Mission Budget for 2012, 30% or $20,550 is allocated to HOTEL INC. The
needs persist. Include HOTEL INC in your prayers, in your financial contributions, or in
your personal schedule as a volunteer.
“If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,’ and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what
is the good of that?” James 2.15-16
(continued on next page)
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For an inside view of HOTEL INC, see the Promotional Video on YouTube: http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=jyp2l_5Y9vQ
Diane Simmons
Three ways: prayers, contribute financially, volunteer at....

CUICHM: Churches United in Christ Help Ministry
What I Should Know
Six years ago, five downtown churches developed a support ministry to serve people
in need: Churches United in Christ Help Ministry (CUICHM). Christ Episcopal
Church, First Baptist Church, First Christian Church, State Street United Methodist
Church, and The Presbyterian Church united in a mission to provide emergency
assistance to persons and families in need.
The types of needs met include: automobile fuel, bus transportation, emergency shelter, Goodwill voucher, food, medical prescription voucher, and utilities payment. The
amount of monetary assistance per applicant is based on the CUICHM bank balance,
guidance from the board of directors, and the discretion of the interviewing team. An
application process is used to verify identification and needs requested. Applicants
are able to receive assistance once a year.
The 3rd Tuesday of each month you will find Sandy Franklin, Kyda West, Susan Webb,
and Marty Deputy facilitating the CUICHM program at 10th and State. Recently the
group welcomed Steve Todd to the committee.
What Can I Do?
Although each church contributes monthly to a unified CUICHM fund, donations,
memorials, tithes, are all welcomed.
Volunteer on the 3rd Tuesday and welcome our guests, make them comfortable
while waiting on their interview, and prepare copies for the interviewing team.
When donating to Goodwill indicate CUICHM as the beneficiary.
Pray for the continued work of the CUICHM team.
Pray for the clients of the CUICHM program.

Children's Activities
April 1 May 13 May 20 June 3 - 6
July 1 -

Singing and Chimes during Worship
Children's Day in Worship
End of Year Celebration following 11:00am service
Vacation Bible School
Bike Decorating Party following 10:00am Service
Page 11

Coffee Project supports our troops
The Peacemaking Committee is pleased to report that due to the
generosity of those who participate in our Equal Exchange coffee
project, we have made a small profit which enables our church to
ship five cases of Fellowship Blend coffee to Chaplains in Afghanistan and Kuwait to share with our troops. This ministry, known as
Holy Joe's Cafe, was started by the First Congregational United
Church of Christ in Wallingford, Connecticut. These Chaplains, 137
in Afghanistan and 22 in Kuwait, will use our coffee in ministering to
our troops on the battlefield, in prayer groups and bible study, and
while assisting with recovery from physical and psychological wounds. We will next
take orders for coffee, tea, and chocolate in April and even if you do not order for
yourself, you can make a donation directly to Holy Joe's Cafe. Thanks for your continuing support. Peace.

Can you help?
Bellewood needs gently used or new furniture for residents
coming into their Transitional and Independent Living
programs. They need beds, couches, chairs and tables.
If you are able to help, please call 796-2012 and they will
pick up your items.

Financial Summary
Budget
Actual

Year to Date February
2012
180000

166,320

169,687

160000
140000
120000
96,184

100000

92,457

80000
60000
40000
20000
0

Receipts
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Expenses

Community Holy Week Services
Please join with Christians from several downtown
churches as we remember the events leading up
to Christ’s death and resurrection. The schedule
for these noontime worship services (followed by a
light lunch) is:
Monday—April 2—Christ Episcopal Church
Tuesday—April 3—First Baptist Church
Wednesday—April 4—First Christian Church
Thursday—April 5—State Street Methodist Church

Middle Eastern Dinner
Be sure to make your reservation for the Middle Eastern Dinner scheduled for Thursday, April 5th at 6:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. Some of the best cooks in our congregation will prepare the feast, so come and partake!

We will gather in the sanctuary on Thursday, April 5th at
6:00 pm for the Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service.
Tenebrae comes from the Latin for “shadows or darkness”.

The Good Friday service will take place at noon, April 6, 2012,
in the Sanctuary.

Easter Sunday
7:00 am

Sunrise Easter Worship Service

8:30 am

Easter Sunday Worship Service

11:00 am Easter Sunday Worship Service
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April Birthdays

April 2
Cathey Green
April 3
Rocky Cooper
Beverly Graham
Leah Watson
April 4
Charlie Evans
April 5
Rosemary Henry
April 6
Tina Coates
April 7
Robert Paul
Tanner Polen
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April 8
Logan Atkerson
Ryan Clemons
John Fitts
Cameron Lebedinsky
April 10
Dorothy Krepps
April 11
John Grise
Lillian Simpson
April 13
Jenna Begley
April 16
Cameron Pauquette
April 17
Megan Algie
Kate Bigler
Elizabeth Covington
Ron Lucas
April 18
Pat Moore
April 19
Stephen Ivie
Susan Webb

April 21
Carlie Bowen
April 22
Meg Webb
Judy Whitson
April 23
Jimmy Hines
April 25
Shug Jefferies
Paul Just II
April 26
Timothy Whitaker
April 27
Marty Deputy
Alice Englebright
Bob Franklin
Susan Thomison
April 28
Rebecca Gentry
April 29
Jim Tyrie
April 30
Nick Rabold

April Calendar of Events
Sun

1

Palm Sunday
8:30am Worship
9:10am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sun. School
11:00am Worship.
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

Mon

2

Tue

3

11:00am Circle 3 11:00am Special
at Chandler Park Care
12:00 pm Worship
12:00 pm Worship @ 1st Bapt.
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
@ Chr. Epis.

Wed

6

12:00 pm Worship @
1st Christian
5:00pm Youth
Fwshp.
6:30pm Chancel
Choir

12:00 pm
Worship @
SSUMC
Maundy
Thursday
6:00pm
Dinner
7:00pm
Worship

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

12

Easter Sunday
9
7:00am Sunrise Service 11:30am Circle 9
7:30am Breakfast
8:30am Worship
Church Office
9:10am Children’s
Closed
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sun. School
11:00am Worship
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

10

11

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

9:30 a.m. Circle 6
2:00pm Property Min.
5:00pm Youth Fwshp 7:00pm
6:00pm Rainbow
Theology
Ringers
Pub
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

15 8:30am Worship
9:10am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday Morn.
Circle
9:45am Peacemaking
guest Speaker
9:45am Sun. School
11:00am Worship.
12:00pm Youth Nashville trip

16

17

18

11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
Min.
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Session
7:00pm Evening
Circle

9:15am Wed. Morn.
Circle (date change)
11:00am Circle 4
5:00pm Youth
Fwshp.
6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

22

8:30am Worship
9:10am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship.
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

23

24

25

29

30

Youth Sunday

4:30pm Peacemaking
5:00pm Worship
Min
6:30pm Missions
7:00pm Camera
Club

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

7:00pm Christian
Education Ministry

Fri

5

7:00pm Deacons

8

Thu

4

5:00pm Youth
Fwshp.
6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

19
7:00pm
Theology
Pub

26

Sat

7

Good
Friday
12:00
Worship

13

14

10:30am
Morning
Prayer
6:30pm
Gordoneers

20

21

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

27

28

10:30am
Morning
Prayer
7:00pm
Theology
Pub

8:30am Worship
9:10am Children’s
Chimes
9:30am Children’s
Choir
9:45am Sun. School
11:00am Worship.
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth
12:00pm BUILD Auction
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Monday, April 16th is the deadline for the
May 2012 newsletter. Send your information
to sheilareeves@reevesfirst.com

April 2012

Newsletters are available on-line at www.bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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