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This is an example of “counting chickens before they’re
hatched,” I know. But it appears that, when the month of
December is finished, we will have successfully balanced the
books financially at our church. Matching the income to the
expenses requires discipline and planning. It is a significant
accomplishment.
Two years ago, for the financial year 2010, our Session
approved a deficit budget. This is something we have done
before; it reflects the fact that the church has some limited
cash reserves, and it allows us to use those reserves in order
to continue the ministry we consider vital. Obviously, though,
spending reserves is not a recipe for future success.
The Session approved a budget for 2011 which we
believed we could balance. It necessitated some cuts. It was a
serious, and courageous, attempt to be sure we were “living
within our means.” It was also a necessary step, creating a
financial “threshold” or “floor” on which to build. Again, I
emphasize that this was a courageous move.
Coming down to the end of 2011, the wisdom of the Session and the generosity of the congregation have combined to
keep our church strong. This is a great blessing, which I do
not want to go unnoticed.
Please finish your pledge for 2011, and remember the
church in your year-end giving. And be glad we have a bright,
unencumbered future, set in place by the faithfulness of so
many.
We may paraphrase Genesis 12:3: We have been blessed
so that we may be a blessing!
And know you are loved.
Matthew
Page

The year has moved quickly and it is hard to believe we are in
Advent. During this season we are offering an opportunity to
enrich and learn through worship, adult Sunday school, youth
Sunday school, children’s church, and the Wednesday night
programming. All of these experiences are based around the
book The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem by Adam Hamilton.
In Adult Sunday School and in Youth Sunday School we will be reading, discussing,
and watching the DVD over the topics of Mary, Joseph, Mary’s visit to Elizabeth, and
from Nazareth to Bethlehem. In worship we will be examining the scriptures associated with each of these topics and their impact on our lives. On Wednesday nights we
will be looking closely at the places of Nazareth, Bethlehem, and Jerusalem and their
importance in shaping the events and lives of Mary, Joseph, Elizabeth, and Jesus.
Also, available during this season is an Advent Daily Devotional that will go through
the stories of the prophets, Jesus genealogy, Mary, and John the Baptist. This
resource can be used by adults and children and can be picked up outside of the
office.
Please join us during this Advent season on discovering the stories as we journey to
Bethlehem.
Books I am reading:
* Insurrection by Peter Rollins
* Community in the Inventive
by Doug Pagitt
* Steve Jobs by Walter Isaacson
Know you are always loved,
Kara
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The Arts
Artworks Exhibit Goes Up
The fourth annual Artworks Exhibit will show in our church gallery from December 2nd
to January 6th. A reception for the exhibitors will be held on December 2nd between 5
and 8 in conjunction with the Bowling Green Gallery Hop. Among the exhibiting artists
are Myra Dwyer, Claude Robertson, Lynn Robertson, Lynette Haggbloom, and Janet
Armstrong.
ArtWorks, a Visual Arts Coalition, is a non-profit organization of artists, patrons, and
supporters dedicated to creating a sustainable art community by increasing visibility,
vitality, and economic growth for the visual arts.

Come…worship…anticipate……..
Sunday, December 4, at Candlelight …4:00 P.M.
Second Sunday of Advent Vesper
Hymns, Scripture, Prayer, Organ and Vocal Music
Thomas, N. Moody, Organist

Joy to the world, the Lord has come!
Come worship the newborn king on Christmas Morning!
We will have a Service of Lessons and Carols
at 10:00 am in the Sanctuary
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Viewers Unlock the Gallery
The sculptor, painter, and architect Michelangelo said, “A beautiful
thing never gives so much pain as does failing to hear and see it.”
New to the art gallery experience, a visitor to a gallery admitted
not knowing what to look for or how. Was this visitor searching for a companion to interpret the paintings or for a key to unlock the experience? Perhaps you have had the fortunate experience of standing in the Sistine Chapel, with head tilted upward, neck straining,
eyes scanning the ceiling, and mind searching for the key to the experience.
Artists, driven to paint or draw, often at the expense of ordinary tasks and time, work to
translate a vision to a flat canvass. “Visiting an exhibit or museum makes my fingers itch
to work,” says Lynn Robertson. Myra Dwyer says when she paints, she forgets about
time and food. Janet Armstrong says painting involves her whole mind. “It really is therapeutic,” says Armstrong. Mary Seymore Neely says she doesn’t need to discipline herself
to paint but to attend to daily responsibilities. “I have to be careful to have barriers or else
I would paint and not cook supper or call my children,” says Neely.
Dwyer, Armstrong, Robertson, and Neely are not driven by what their audience might
want. “I'm more moved by what I see. I see things everywhere and think that would
make a great painting... it is such a visual thing... the joy comes in doing it,” says Neely.
Lynn Robertson wonders if painting might be intoxicating. “The entire visual world motivates me to play with color, shapes, lights and darks, hoping to produce a new way of
looking at something, drawing attention to something,” says Robertson.
Most of us are viewers. We have been given a talent to appreciate art, to hear and see.
Artists provide the experience, while viewers supply energy as witnesses, disciples, publicists, or buyers. The gallery visitor is not judgmental, envious, or apathetic.
We would not judge a walk along a forest stream. We would not wish we had made the
stream. We would not feel badly because we are unsure of the stream’s source or
purpose. Most likely, along that stream, we are Michelangelo’s disciples touched by the
celestial source from which we come.
Every beauty which is seen here by persons of perception resembles more than anything
else that celestial source from which we all are come.
Read more:
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/michelangelo.html#ixzz1e59BQyAl
A beautiful thing never gives so much pain as does failing to hear and see it.
Read more:
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/michelangelo.html#ixzz1e58o7K5B
Viewers might be drawn to a gallery because of a social invitation or because an exhibiting artist is a friend or because they just happened to be nearby and had some time to
kill. Or viewers might visit because of a deliberate and thoughtful appreciation for talents,
envy-free, curious and anticipatory.
Diane Simmons
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Youth News
Youth Sunday School at 9:45am has been combined with Junior/Senior
Highs. Kelly Goad will be leading during Advent. The curriculum is The Journeybeing studied by the entire church.

Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship is from 5:00—
6:30pm. We typically go to Spencer’s or somewhere nearby for
a meal. This is for youth grades 8-12. We will combine WNYF
with the Advent dinners & worship during the season of Advent.

Sunday Youth Group (grades 6-12) 6:00—8:00pm at the church.
Dinner will be served from 6:00—6:30pm. After dinner we will split into separate
Junior/Senior High study groups. David Muffett will lead the Junior Highs and Terry
Shoemaker will lead the Senior Highs. The Junior Highs will continue studying a
curriculum titled “Ancestors/Old Testament, Unlikely People—Extraordinary
Stories”. High School students are studying various topics by The Thoughful Christian . We put up the Fellowship Hall Christmas tree on November 27.

The Annual WKY Presbytery Youth Fall Retreat was November 11—
13 at Camp Loucon. Eight youth from our church and David attended the
retreat. 106 youth and adults from 11 churches attended. The theme for this year
was “Signs”. We discussed and explored what signs God gives us in our daily lives.

Angel Tree

– We will once again sponsor an Angel Tree
for McNeill Elementary families. The tree will go up on the
First Sunday of Advent (11/27). Gifts will be delivered on Saturday, December 17 at 10:00am. We will be helping 51 children/youth from 23 families this year. The Angel Tree is located in the Tenth Ave. Foyer. Please sign your name by the
angel you are adopting. Bring wrapped gifts with the Angel
number to the church no later that Friday, December 16.

A Montreat 2011 Reunion

will be at the Covingtons on Friday December
16 at 6:30pm. Bring a snack to share. All adults and youth who attended this past
summer’s youth conference are invited.
th

Continued on page 6
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More Youth News ...
Youth Group Christmas Party
will be December 11 during Youth Group.

2012 High School Mission Trip June 23—30
Next summer’s High School Mission Trip will be to Booneville, Arkansas in the Ozark Mountains. We’ll join our fellow
Western Kentucky Presbytery High School Youth in a week
of service. The cost will be $400 per person. We hope to
reduce the cost to $200 by fundraising. Registration deadline with a $60 deposit is January 9. This trip will be for
rising 9th graders—graduated seniors.

College Group continues to meet Wednesday nights at
7:00pm in the High School Room. Terry Shoemaker leads this group. They will
not meet during winter break.

Montreat College Conference:
We have reserved spots for 4 college students to attend the
Montreat College Conference January 2-5. Terry Shoemaker will lead this group. We will travel with the Murray
State University college group led by Rev. David Montgomery. Currently we have two spots still available. Please let
Terry or David know ASAP if you want to go!

For more information on our Youth Ministry, please contact David Muffett at
david.muffett@bgpres.org .

Merry Christmas!
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Kids’ Page
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At that time, Augustus Caesar sent an order that all people in the countries under Roman rule must list their
names in a register. This was the first registration; it was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. And
all went to their own towns to be registered.
So Joseph left Nazareth, a town in Galilee, and went to the town of Bethlehem in Judea, known as the town
of David. Joseph registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was now pregnant. While they
were in Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to have the baby, and she gave birth to her first son. Because
there were no rooms left in the inn, she wrapped the baby with pieces of cloth and laid him in a box where
animals are fed.
Luke 2:1-7 (New Century Version)
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Congregational Care & Fellowship
Gordoneers to Gather for Christmas Party
The Gordoneers annual Christmas gathering will be Sunday, December 11, 6:30pm
at the home of Betty Jo Beard, 1420 Euclid Ave.
Please bring finger food for the buffet and a Christmas story or
memory to share if you wish. All adults of the congregation and
friends are welcome.
All who are not regular Gordoneer members are asked to telephone Alicia or Joe McFarland @ 842-4578 for reservations.”
Peace and blessings, Joe McFarland

Gordoneers had fun in November
And it came to pass, Bob fed the 50,000. Okay make that fifty, which included quite
a few newcomers. Bob Hunt made a delicious chili and many tossed their bags of
salads into one large bowl for the Gordoneers’ November meeting. Nancy and Patty
helped in many ways, especially turning the tables into Fall Fantasies, while Bobbie
Strickler made several pans of cornbread. Herb Simmons helped Arnie get the tables
and chairs in place and Jody Johnson gave a nice blessing.
During the meeting portion, it was decided The Annual gift will go to Bellewood
toward gifts for the boys.
Mike Kanan played a medley of Armed Forces song recognizing those who had
served. The Sing Along consisted of Patriotic and the Golden Oldies which were by
request. It was a "Grand Night for Singing..."

Let’s go caroling!
All are invited to enjoy a light lunch after church on December 18th
and then go sing Christmas Carols to our shut-in members. Take
this opportunity to bring some of the joy of the season to folks who
cannot get out much. It will warm your heart too!

The Tuesday Night Circle will meet on
Monday night, December 19th.
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I want to thank my church family for all the prayers and kindnesses extended
to me during my recent surgery and recuperation. I am deeply touched and
truly grateful for you all.
In Christ's love,
Peggy Truman

Best Friends—Information for Caregivers
Here's a bit of advice from researchers at the University of Colorado.
For the elderly (and I will let you define this yourself) recovering from
illnesses, even a limited amount of physical exercise can help offset
long term memory loss.
Advice from The Best Friends book of Alzheimer's Activities page 11
suggest that moods can change when one is outside on a beautiful
day. If your friend with dementia spends a lot of time indoors a walk outside is
particularly valued. If you are visiting, and the day is nice, invite the person to join
you outdoors to pull a few weeds, talk to the neighbors dog or watch children play at
a near by playground. We in KY are fortunate to have nice days even in the middle
of winter so take advantage of them. Don't be afraid to take someone outside even if
the weather is not perfect if that person is adequately covered. Standing or sitting on
a porch listening to it rain can be soothing.
Think about the person's life story and talk about their work outdoors, window shopping walks or recreational hobbies or activities that included camping, hiking, etc.
Songs that spark good memories could be "In the Good Old Summertime" or
"Walking in a Winter Wonderland".
Talking while outside can reference the smell of the grass, dirt, flowers or trees. Call
attention to the sound and feel of the wind, or birds singing. Look at the sky and
notice the clouds and the colors. Feeling connected to nature is very spiritual for a
lot of people. But if you are only close to a parking lot, look at the different cars, ask
about preferences regarding convertibles, colors of car; notice the license plates
names. Reminisce about a trip they might have taken to an outdoor place. Perhaps
the person could still tell you what it was like to take a hike in a particular park or to
shop — walking from store to store in a particular city.
I always try to reference the book or article where I get the information to share. FYII noticed that The Best Friends Book of Alzheimer's Activities, Volume two is no
longer in the library, so please return that if you borrowed it. Since it has gone on its
own hike I have removed Volume One. Neither book actually belongs to the church.
I apologize if you've been looking for either book.
Donna Hill
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Church and Community
Worship Opportunities for Advent and Christmas
November 30, December 7 and December 14
Please join us on the Wednesday evenings of Advent for a light
supper at 5:15 in Fellowship Hall, followed by a service of worship
at 6:05 in the sanctuary.
Let us prepare our hearts for the coming of the Messiah!

Sunday December 4th at 4:00 PM
Second Sunday of Advent Vespers
Hymns, Scripture, Prayer, Organ and Vocal Music
Come … Worship … Anticipate

Saturday December 24th
4:30 PM
5:00 PM

30 minutes of Music of the Season
Worship for the Young, the Young at Heart, and
their Families

9:30 PM
10:00 PM

30 minutes of Music of the Season
Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion

Sunday December 25th
10:00 AM

On Christmas Morning we will gather together for a
single worship service. Come listen and participate in
a Service of Lessons and Carols.
There will not be any Sunday School Classes on
Christmas morning.

There will be one service at 10:00 am on December 25th and on January 1st.
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A Report from the Worship Ministry
In response to the desire to have a report for yearly
activities, I have to state that many of the activities of
Worship Ministry are considered routine—arranging for
ushers at all services, contacting lay readers for all
services, supplying Communion servers each time we
have the sacrament. That said, of course the duties are
very important for the well-ordered services, not just routine. Able chairpersons dutifully attend to those needs.
The topic that most seriously impacted several monthly
meetings was the matter of ONE service or TWO
services, once the summer schedule had ceased. Congregants filled in answers to a questionnaire or called to
give their opinions. Many felt one service at 10:00 would
be desirable at this time in the life of The Presbyterian
Church. On the other hand, a number of responses had
to do with retaining the two-service pattern. Some very
passionate responses had to do with the retaining of two services.
The committee understood how the two services had come about historically
(beginning in the 1950’s). Significant was the fact that identical services would be
mandated---music (even a choir) would be the same at both services, as would
scripture, sermon and prayer. In light of the division these days in some churches—
traditional and contemporary styles of worship---it was forward-thinking in our
congregation that half century ago to have identical services.
So, after much deliberation, this committee deemed it most important at this time,
NOT to change the worship pattern that had long been established. It was agreed
that the issue would be studied next year.
It should be noted that the clergy and musicians have made a number of alterations
to our standard 4-part order of service: a dedication to preaching sermons that at
the end offer calls for commitment and for choices modeled on Biblical standards;
music that is well-selected and presented for spiritual enhancement to the scriptural
passages of the day; more lay-person involvement in the liturgy; a slightly lessformal approach to worship services. All of these changes were in response to the
congregation-wide questionnaire.
The committee takes seriously its job, and it works diligently to offer worship services
that are rich in opportunities for meaningful spiritual growth.
Larry Warden, Chair
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Come watch the parade!
Bowling Green’s Christmas Parade will take place on
Saturday, December 4th. The church will offer a breakfast in
Fellowship Hall at 8:00am. All are welcome, so come enjoy
the parade and fellowship. Bring the whole family with you
to share in the festivities.

New Strategic Plan at Louisville Presbyterian Seminary
In what many are calling an historic decision, the Board of Trustees of Louisville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary has approved a new strategic plan that has as its
core the provision of full scholarships for all students in the school’s master’s degree
programs. Louisville Seminary’s master’s degrees include Master of Divinity, Master
of Arts in Marriage and Family Therapy, and Master of Arts (Religion).
“Liberated from additional educational debt, our graduates will be enabled to serve
wherever God calls them,” said Jinkins. “They will be free to take greater risks as
new pastors, to try new and innovative forms of ministry, to plant new churches, and
to work in church revitalization. We believe that such ministries represent the future
for the Presbyterian Church, and this new plan takes a bold step in meeting the
needs of the larger church as well.”

Financial Summary
Year to Date October 2011
Budget

Actual

600000
531840

520909
500000

482346.68

487937.59

400000

300000

200000

100000

0

Receipts
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Expenses

The Great Pretender
I knew if I lived long enough I would attend a conference, a retreat, or committee
meeting where the theme and focal point would be “my neighbor”. It occurred at
the 64th Annual Assembly of the Kentucky Council of Churches.
For spiritual foundation ....And behold a lawyer stood up to put him to the test,
saying "Teacher, What shall I do to inherit eternal life?" He said to him, "What is
written in the law? How do read?" And he answered, "You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all you strength, and with
all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”
The neighbor under consideration at this conference was the undocumented
migrant worker.
As the clamor on the border states continues to grow in volume, the tension
grows as the struggle between economic issues and the question of the law becomes more volatile. The KCC has said in the past "Our goal is comprehensive
immigration policy reform that helps unite families faster, provides for more temporary visas to be given, and sets out a path of requirements that people who already here can meet on their way to staying with proper documents. We would
also like to see congregations creating a climate of hospitality”. Marilyn S. Daniel,
a lawyer from the Lexington area was the keynote speaker. She addressed a
number of conditions that the immigrant worker could find himself in……working
with a green card; being a temporary worker; wife is a citizen but he is not; child a
citizen but parents are not…. etc. She also related that often discussion with local
natives about migrants the conversation was ended when they announced the migrant was breaking the law. She went on to say sometimes the moral law and the
legal law are in conflict…..giving George Washington as an example….he broke
the legal law.
The case for the undocumented worker is only the tip of the iceberg when we
begin to examine the expectations of God from us in our relationship with Him
and our love of neighbor……all our neighbors. The bar is set high….all our love,
all our soul, all of our strength, all of our mind ….this is what God expects. The
task does not get any easier when the light is shifted to our neighbor. We are expected to love them as we would love ourselves…..not possible for me. I am too
focused on my own being. To care for neighbor as myself means sacrificing,
means sharing. I am forced to join the great circle of pretenders.
Respectively submitted,
John Gramling
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December Birthdays
December 1
Mary Lucas
Bobby Rabold
Charlene Rabold
December 2
Mary Belle Ballance
Jody Johnson
Stacy Kreuzer
Wanda Rosdeutscher
December 3
Margaret Bush
Kara Hildebrandt
Donna Meredith
December 4
Jack Cowan
Kate Cowan
Emily Gaither
December 5
Mae Etta Hines
Emily Mason
December 6
Katherine Meredith
December 7
Bob Jordan
Bruce Kessler
Susan Maurer
Marty Jo Watson
Alice Winkenhofer
December 9
Heather Higgins
Bill Oldham
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December 10
Ticket McGown
Erin Whitaker
December 11
Fred Kernohan
Evan Kessler
December 13
Michael Spencer, Jr.
December 14
John Cowan
Alexander Yusk
December 15
Ginger Van Ness
December 16
Ted Schoen
December 17
Turner Siddens
Susan Todd
December 18
Mary Hext
Robert Johnston
December 19
Emily Sharp
December 20
Melissa Bailey
Woods Mason
December 21
Jennifer Baker
Martha Haynes

December 22
Deborah Flynn
Mallory Hudson
December 23
Shirley Schoen
December 24
Wes Green
Gary Hext
December 25
Angie Alexieff
December 29
Greg Faulkner
December 30
Stephen Alexieff
Evelyn Fitts
Abbey Oldham
December 31
David Rosdeutscher
Evan Rudolph

December Calendar of Events
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

Sat

2

3

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

8:30am
Parade
Breakfast

5:00pm
Gallery Hop

4

5

8:30am Worship
9:30am Children’s Choir
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship.
4:00pm Vesper service
5:00pm Bible Study
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High Youth

11:00am Circle 3 11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
4:30pm
Peacemaking
7:00pm Deacons

4:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
5:15pm Dinner
6:05pm Advent
Worship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir
7:00pm College
Min.

11

12

14

8:30am Worship
9:30am Children’s Choir
9:45am Sunday School
9:45am Sunday Morn.
Circle
11:00am Worship.
5:00pm Bible Study
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High Youth
Christmas Party
6:30pm Gordoneers at
Betty Jo Beard’s house

6

13

7

8

15

11:00am Special 9:15am Wed.
Care
Morning Circle
2:00pm Staff Mtg. 9:30am Circle 6
3:00pm Property
5:00pm Worship
Ministry
Min
4:00pm Rainbow
6:30pm Missions
Ringers
7:00pm Camera 5:15pm Dinner
Club
6:05pm Advent
Worship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir
7:00pm College
Min.

18

19

8:30am Worship
9:30am Children’s Choir
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship.
12:00pm Lunch and
Christmas caroling
4:00pm Rainbow Ringers
5:00pm Bible Study

7:00pm Eve.
Circle –date
change

20

21

16
10:00am
Morning
Prayer

6:30pm
Montreat
Reunion

22

11:00am Circle 4
11:00am Special
Care
11:00am
Finance Min.
2:00pm Staff Mtg.

9

10

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

4:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

17
Angel
Tree
deliveries

23

24

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

Christmas
Eve
5:00pm
Worship
10:00pm
Worship

7:00pm Session

Circle 9 Christmas Party

25

Christmas Day

10:00am Lessons and
Carols

26

27

Office Closed

11:00am Special 4:00pm Rainbow
Care
Ringers
2:00pm Staff mtg.
7:00pm Christian
Ed. Ministry

28

29

30

31

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

New
Year’s
Eve
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Thursday, December 15th is the deadline for the
January 2012 newsletter.
Send your information to sheilareeves@reevesfirst.com

December 2011

Newsletters are available on-line at www.bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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