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After an exhaustive climb to the top of a mysterious mountain, we met the legendary master of unselfish giving, known
as the Stewardship Guru.

Pastor’s Corner
Associate Pastor
The Arts
Youth & College News
Kids’ Page
Congregational Care &
Fellowship
Sympathy
Church & Community
November Birthdays
November Calendar

1
2
3
5
6
7
7
10
14
15

DEDICATION
SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13TH

He told us that we could call him Stu Gu. In his wizened and
beatific face, we saw an expression of great understanding.
The Stu Gu seemed to know our questions before we asked
them, and he was ready with perfect answers.
Isn’t stewardship just a fancy word for fund-raising?
Possibly. Are you just giving money to the
church, or are you making an offering of
your life and livelihood to support God’s
work in a particular time and place?
We were amazed at the Stu Gu’s wisdom.
How much should I give; should I give until it hurts?
If you believe in what you are doing, why
not give until it feels good?
Again, we were amazed! Such awareness! Such clarity! We
dared to ask another question.
What is the Church’s budget for 2012?
The Church can be run on $650,000. But don’t
you want to see the Church do more than
“run?”
With this, the exalted Stu Gu began to levitate, and he
pointed to the sea. For 2012, the Church especially wants to
See “Stu Gu” on page 2
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During the first full day at the Unstuck Conference at Montreat this quote came to my attention. This particular quote comes from John Burke and the church where he is the pastor in
Austin, TX. Every week this quote is printed in their bulletin.
“Come as you are……
You don’t have to dress up. You don’t have to be any particular age. We couldn’t care less
who you voted for in the last election. And please, don’t feel the need to pretend about anything. ------ _______________Church is a place where God meets seeking people who are far
from perfect. That means anyone is welcome, no matter where you are on your spiritual journey. So learn at your own pace. Ask questions. Seek. We believe you’ll find what you’re looking for. You’ll learn how to relate to God. You’ll experience Christian community. And here’s
the big thing- you will change. Join us as we seek God together. Just come as you.”
This quote is intriguing and all encompassing but it begs to be questioned. How does this
work, what do these words look like in action? What is the practicality of this? And this is
where I leave the quote with you, with questions. What does this quote mean to you? I would
enjoy knowing your thoughts.
Book
God is Not One: The Eight Rival Religions That Run the World by Stephen R. Prothero
This is a good read for giving the good, bad, strengths, and weaknesses of the different
religions.
Looking forward to reading:
Year of Plenty by Craig Goodwin
Mashup Religion: Pop Music and Theological Invention by John S. McClure

Stu Gu

(Continued from page 1)

balance the work we do locally and internationally. This will require that we engage in
more international mission.
As we feared, the Stu Gu began to fade from our sight. We knew we could ask one
more question.
Stu Gu! What is the sound of one pledge card falling?
If it is the sound of your own pledge card, falling into the
offering plate on Dedication Sunday, November 13, then the
sound is very, very pleasant, indeed.
Know you are loved,
Matthew
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The Arts
Mary Neely Exhibition in church gallery
Be sure to stop by The Presbyterian Church art gallery
in Fellowship Hall this month to view a wonderful exhibit
titled “One Foot in Kentucky, The Other in France” featuring the art work of Mary Seymour Neely. Mary paints and
teaches in downtown Lexington in her studio located in the
Artist’s Attic of Victorian Square across from Rupp Arena.
This exhibit will end on December 2nd.

30 Years of Handbells at TPC
The handbell choir at The Presbyterian Church made its debut on April 26, 1981,
playing a piece called “Fanfare for Bells”. The guest director was Elizabeth Berg from
The First Presbyterian Church, Bessamer, Alabama.
The adult handbell choir (now known as “The Rainbow Ringers”) was directed by Bob
Crosby from 1981 – 1992, and by Wanda Hunt since 1992. The “Junior Handbell Ringers” was led by Wanda Hunt, and a senior adult choir known as “The Offbeats” was
directed by Joyce Ann Crosby.
The Rainbow Ringers have played for worship services, weddings, funerals, special
community events, concerts, nursing homes, and festivals.
Over 80 people have played in the choirs. A list of participants can be found on the
next page. I’m sure I’ve missed some, and I apologize for that!
Currently the handbell choir is under staffed. Without a few more ringers, the music we
can play is very limited. If you have played in the past, why not consider coming
back? And if you haven’t played before, give it a try! It’s fun!
Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings from 5:45—6:45 in
the bell room on the top floor of the building (right across from
the elevator). If you want to learn more about participating in this
group, please contact Sheila Reeves at 842-7157 or
sheilareeves@reevesfirst.com).
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Here is a list of people who have participated in the Handbell
Program of our church since its inception in 1981. This list
was made from listings in worship bulletins and programs in
the choir’s scrapbook. There may well have been others whose
names were missed. If so, we apologize for the omission!

Jenny Almy
Jay Arnn
Linda Barefoot
Joanna Begley
Kihm Betz
James Blatchford
Barbara Brindle ###
Carey Brooks
Sue Bryant
Bob Bueker *** ###
Helen Bueker ***
Julie Bunch
Chris Burford
Sarah Beth Capito ###
Mark Carwell †
Susan Cash
Shane Chapman
Annie Cielinski
Claire Covington
Bob Crosby † ***
Jon Crosby
Joyce Ann Crosby ***
Lynn Faxon Croxton ***
Caroly Derks
Darolyn Downing
Marleen Flynn
Selena Greenwell
Forrest Halford
Valerie Hale

*** original choir members
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Laura Haley
Steve Hansen ***
Trish Hansen ***
Dawnafer Harvey
Sue Nancy Herbert
Mary Ann Hext
Daniel Hill
Tim Holy
Bob Hunt *** ###
Wanda Hunt *** ###
Mike Kanan
Jack Keyser † ***
Nancy Keyser
Shanna Lee
Carol Lloyd
Nathan Love
Byron Lucas
Gregory McCord
Ruth Meredith
Pat Mercer
Jan Modesitt
Ken Modesitt
Tom Moody
Melissa Morrissett
David Muffett
Pamela Napier
Richi Njoku
Anne Payne
Amy Peer

### current choir members

Debbie Pfahl
Jon Pryor
Sheila Reeves *** ###
Hope Richards
Julia Roberts ***
Stacy Roberts
Mark Robinson
Glenda Roche
Heather Rosdeutscher
Brian Royse
Ann Rudolph ###
Susan Scherffius
Sandy Schock
Eleanor Short ###
Jeane Roark Smith ###
Annette Spiceland
Heather Stickley
Dick Streeter †
Mark Tanner
Kevin Thornton
Ginger Van Ness
Jolene Vos
Miriam Vos
Nancy Wakeland
Karen Watson ###
Carol Wedge ***
Julie Wedge
Mandy West
Heather Zeller ###

† deceased

Youth News
Youth Sunday School at 9:45am has been combined with Junior/Senior Highs. Mark Schafer
leads the current study of four Nooma videos. The videos feature dramatic discussion topics
narrated by Rob Bell. A new study will begin during Advent.
Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship 5:00-6:30pm. We typically go to Spencer’s or somewhere
nearby for a meal. This is for youth grades 8-12.
Sunday Youth Group (grades 6-12) has returned to 6:00—8:00pm at the church. Dinner will
be served from 6:00—6:30pm. After dinner we will split into separate Junior/Senior High study
groups. David Muffett will lead the Junior Highs and Terry Shoemaker will lead the Senior Highs.
The Junior Highs will be studying a curriculum titled “Ancestors/Old Testament, Unlikely
People—Extraordinary Stories”. High School students are studying a curriculum titled “Economy
of Love” which is a study on social justice with a DVD featuring Shane Clairborne.
The Annual WKY Presbytery Youth Fall Retreat will be November 11—13 at Camp Loucon.
We’ll join other Presbyterian Youth & Adults from churches in the Western Kentucky Presbytery.
This will be for all youth grades 6—12. Cost: $50. Registration deadline (to get a t-shirt): October
30.
Angel Tree – We will once again sponsor an Angel Tree for McNeill Elementary families.
The tree will go up on the First Sunday of Advent (11/27). Gifts will be delivered by the youth on
Saturday, December 17 at 10:00am.
A Montreat 2011 Reunion will be hosted by the Covingtons sometime over Christmas break.
We are working on a date to fit everyone’s schedule.
Youth Group Christmas Party will be during Youth Group on December 11.
2012 High School Mission Trip June 23—30 Next summer’s High School Mission Trip will be
to Booneville, Arkansas in the Ozark Mountains. We’ll join our fellow Western Kentucky Presbytery High School Youth in a week of service. The cost will be $400 per person. We hope to
reduce the cost to $200 by fundraising. Registration deadline with a $60 deposit is January 9.
This trip will be for rising 9th graders—graduated seniors.
College Group continues to meet Wednesday nights at 7:00pm in the High School Room.
Terry Shoemaker leads this group.
Montreat College Conference January 2 – 5, 2012 We have reserved four spots for college
students to attend the conference. WKU students will be given first priorty until December 1. After
December 1, non-WKU college students affiliated with our church can sign up if there are open
spots. Terry Shoemaker will lead our group. We’ll be going with the college group from Murray
State led by Rev. David Montgomery. There will be no cost to students. Housing will be in the
Winsbrough with all meals in Assembly Inn’s Galax Dining Room. This year’s theme is “Seeking
Stars”. Come and join over 1,000 college students from across the county. For more info go to
www.montreat.org.
For more info on our Youth Ministry contact David Muffett at david.muffett@bgpres.org
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Kids’ Page
All children kindergarten—5th grade are invited to participate in
Children’s Choir on Sunday mornings at 9:30 in room 203.
Coffee and conversation is available for parents on the 2nd floor landing.
(Sarah Capito—Director; Marilyn Anderson—Accompanist)
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Congregational Care & Fellowship
Gordoneers Fellowship news
Masquerade II was well attended with thirty-seven out of the forty members in attendance. Hosts were Russell and Nancy Moore, and Ann Rudolph and Doug
Humphrey. The tables had a seasonal and Halloween decor. Bob Hunt filled in for
Bobbie Strickler (President) concerning nominations and other business. Many
stayed to play a variety of games and activities.
The meeting on 11/11/11 will be program director Arnie's last program. In the last two
years, Arnie did sixteen out of eighteen programs. He is happy to announce his final
program will be Mike Kanan at the piano for a Patriotic Salute and Sing-a-Long. Bob
and Wanda Hunt will be hosts. Did we hear, Chili? Yum!
GORDONEERS IS OPEN TO ALL ADULTS IN THE CHURCH AND THEIR
FRIENDS. Y'ALL COME!!!

Attention Parents:
Advent will soon be upon us! All ages will be using the curriculum “The Journey.”
Also, be on the lookout for the Advent Devotional which will contain something for
adults and children for each day in the season of Advent.
Now that all of the Fall Breaks are over, we hope attendance will
pick back up at Childrens’ Choir on Sunday mornings. Help your
children form lasting memories as they learn of God’s love for all
of God’s children, and as they sing their praises to God!
Congratulations to the third graders who received their very own
leather bound Bibles in church on October 2nd.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
Bob Holderfield and Nan Moore in the death of their
mother Louise Holderfield
The family of Rev. Phillip Bembower
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YOU ARE INVITED !
Church-wide Chili Supper
Friday, 11/11/11

Sponsored by The Gordoneers
$2.00 per person
Please call the church office
to make your reservation!

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness;
come into his presence with singing.
Know that the Lord is God.
It is he that made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
And his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, bless his name.
For the Lord is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.
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Thanksgiving Dinner at The Presbyterian Church
Everyone is invited to gather together with church family and friends to enjoy a
delicious Thanksgiving Day Feast. Please bring a side dish or a dessert to share.
Watch the Sunday Morning Bulletins and the 60-Second Emails for further details.

Friends—Information for Caregivers
Last month I mentioned a
mother-daughter duo who
would be talking about issues of
care giving. The details about
that seminar are in this box:
The following information
comes from The Best Friends Book of Alzheimer's Activities on page 10. It reminds us
that hugs are reassuring to all age groups.
They let us know that we are safe and
secure.

“The Coin’s Other Side”
BG Chamber of Commerce
710 College Street
November 16, 2011
11:30-1:30
Lunch will be served
Cost is $10
Register by calling the
Alzheimer’s Association
1-800-272-3900

However, people come from different backgrounds, in some families or cultures
hugs are not encouraged. So know your friend's attitude about physical touch and
hugging. Keep in mind it is always ok to ask if you can offer a hug. There are lots of
kinds of hugs and you could have a conversation about whether bears really do
hug!!
Gentle hugs are appropriate almost any time. Side-by-side with arms around the
waist are less intrusive of personal space and a child's hug is usually always appreciated. They give the best hugs.
Use this song as you hug the person you care about: "I love you, a bushel and a
peck, and a hug around the neck."
Conversationally talk about the best way to be hugged, suggest that maybe your
aunt hugged you too tight and ask the person how they like to be hugged. The
warm soothing feel of a hug is comforting for one who feels sad, lonely or insecure.
And on a medical note, when hearing loss is present, cognitive skills might decline
so if you know someone who seems to be less aware or alert suggest having their
hearing checked by a ENT doctor. Aids or other hearing devices might solve a
problem.
Donna Hill
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Church and Community
News from the PLC
The Preschool Learning Center has been very busy this October. Our fall pictures were
taken by Amy Schallert. The Fire Department visited the last week of October. The four
year old classes visited Jackson's Orchard. We have talked about Community Helpers
and Pumpkins as fall is upon us. We have carved and cleaned pumpkins, created fall
art, and visited with police officers and EMT's. Thank you for your continued support of
the PLC and all of our wonderful students & families.
Dana Patterson

A Bit of Humor:
The minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how he was going to ask the
congregation to come up with more money than they were expecting for
repairs to the church building. Therefore he was annoyed to find that the regular organist was sick and a substitute had been brought in at the last minute. The substitute
wanted to know what to play. “Here’s a copy of the service,” he said impatiently. “But
you’ll have to think of something to play after I make the announcements about the
finances.”
During the service, the minister paused and said, “Brothers and Sisters, we are in great
difficulty; the roof repairs cost twice as much as we expected and we need $4000 more.
Any of you who can pledge $100 or more, please stand up.” At that moment, the substitute organist played “The Star Spangled Banner.”

Financial Summary
Year to Date September 2011
Budget
Actual
$600,000
$500,000

$466,948 $438,096

$480,076

$431,252

$400,000
$300,000
$200,000
$100,000
$0

Receipts
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Expenses

2011 PW Honorary Life Membership Award
Sheila Reeves Honored
Sunday, August 28, 2011
As Presbyterian Women begin another year of Bible study and
mission work, we are pleased to honor one among our congregation. Over many years of fellowship with her, working with
her on various projects and, sometimes, leaning on her for
last-minute help, she always gave us her best. She truly embodies what it means to be a Presbyterian Woman.
I want to thank the coordinating team and the Honorary Life
Membership committee for their efforts throughout the selection process. Here is what the committee said about this year’s recipient.
One man in Kentucky sure got lucky when a New Jersey girl came to further her education at Centre College in Danville. Since 1977, when our recipient became a member of the Presbyterian Church, our congregation has been “lucky” as well.
She has served as a Deacon and is currently serving as an Elder. She has played in
the handbells choir. She also worked hard on the production of the church cookbook,
the church picture-directory, and the all-member church visitation program. She has
taught Sunday school and is an active member of Circle 9.
In addition to all of the above, she is a vital member of the Special Care Committee,
an assignment which is very important to her, and she edits the monthly newsletter,
the Presbyterian Courier.
Her “outside” life includes being an avid photographer and member of P.E.O., a Philanthropic Educational Organization dedicated to promoting educational opportunities
for women. She and her husband (who also is an avid photographer) love to travel.
Together, they raised three beautiful children: Carol, David, and Mark.
With all her service to this church and to the community-at-large, she seems to be
especially deserving of the Honorary Life Membership Award. Along with this award,
she will have the privilege of wearing, and the safekeeping, of the Josephine Moody
ancestral pin, circa 1910. This pin reminds us of all the women who have gone before and now surrounds us as a cloud of witnesses.
Congratulations, Sheila. Our Church is grateful that you left your Catholic roots
behind to become a Presbyterian in BG, and we are particularly grateful for your willingness to share your gifts with all of us.
Shirley Schoen, PW Moderator
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Congratulations (times 2) are extended
to Dr. Julia Link Roberts
Congratulations are extended to Dr. Julia Link
Roberts, Mahurin Professor of Gifted Studies at
WKU, who was one of two recipients of the Acorn
Awards for teaching excellence, given annually to
outstanding professors at Kentucky’s colleges and
universities. The awards were presented Friday,
September 23rd at the 23rd Annual Governor’s
Conference on Postsecondary Education Trusteeship in Lexington. WKU President Gary Ransdell
said Dr. Roberts is a superb teacher, scholar and
researcher. “She has been singled out by our faculty
as a University Distinguished Professor. She is the
holder of the Mahurin Professor of Gifted Studies,”
he said. “More important, however, is her long and
impressive record of innovation in creating WKU’s Center for Gifted Studies and
the Gatton Academy of Mathematics and Science in Kentucky. She has become a
world leader in the education of gifted and talented students. Our gifted children are fortunate to have Julia Roberts leading this important sector of education in Kentucky.”
(Information for the above article was taken from
wkunews.wordpress.com/2011/09/23/roberts-acorn/

Dr. Roberts was also the recipient of the KASA 2011 William T. Nallia award presented
on October 14th by KASA’s Vice President Paul Mullins, principal at LaRue County
High School. This award honors an education leader who reflects the spirit of innovation and cutting edge leadership while bringing higher levels of success and learning to
children. “Dr. Roberts is a servant leader who keeps her eye on the prize. She is an extremely talented individual who has been a force in helping many students in Kentucky
succeed,” Wayne Young, executive director of KASA said. “Julia’s passion for gifted
children drives her leadership vision. She communicates this vision gently, but persistently, with all she does and with everyone she meets. The kids come first,” Lynette
Baldwin, executive director of the Kentucky Association for Gifted Education, said.
(Information for the above article was taken from
http://www.kasa.org/Awards_and_Recognition/2011_NalliaAward_Winner.html
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Benevolence of the Month Report
Cecelia Memorial Presbyterian Church
The Benevolence of the Month for November is Cecelia Memorial Presbyterian
Church, located at 716 College Street. The history of the church is sketchy, but
according to member Thelma Baker, it had its origin around 1868, when it was organized in the home of Dave and Cecelia Lillard at Bridge Street (now college and Third
Streets). Mrs. Lillard gave a portion of her property for the building of a church, which
was constructed of used lumber by volunteer laborers.
Eventually, the congregation outgrew the little church and on November 28, 1897,
bought the property at that time owned by the First Christian Church for $2,000. In
1926 the congregation changed its name to honor Mrs. Lillard, its patroness, and became Cecelia Memorial Presbyterian Church.
The church has been without a Presbyterian pastor for the last few years, but 16 to 22
members attend regularly on Sundays. Thelma Baker credits “prayer, love, and aid”
as helping to sustain the church. Our church contributes semi-annually to Cecilia
Memorial as designated under the Local Needs heading of our budget.
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November Birthdays
November 1
Sharon Hendrix
Curtiss Long
Allison Siddens
November 3
Gary Hanks
November 4
Trudy Burkeen
November 5
Myrtle Hepler
William Rabold, Jr.
November 6
Hayward Beliles
Stuart Kernohan
Evan Sharp
November 7
Claire Covington
November 8
Melinda Coverdale
November 9
Rosamond Beard
November 10
Jean Coverdale
Bradley Thomison
November 11
Haley Carter
Hunter Murphy
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November 12
Ryan Cook
Cindi Crocker
Lloyd Ferguson
November 13
Julia Spencer
Denny Wedge
November 14
Lola Baker
November 15
Carter Clemons
November 17
Grant Clemons
November 18
Emily Kessler
Sarah Kessler
Peggy Truman
November 20
David Muffett
November 21
Sue Allis
Mike Cobb
November 22
David Coverdale
Sarah Jackson
Cindy Tanner
November 23
Sandy Franklin

November 24
Bob Bueker
November 25
Jean Harris
Charles Reid
George Watson
November 26
Norma Johnson
David Stites
November 27
Basil Jones, Jr.
November 28
Miguel Castro
Robert Haynes
Erin Kobs
November 29
Susan Elms
Lila Maslowski
November 30
Trevor Webb
David Yusk

November Calendar of Events
Sun

6 8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship.
4:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
5:00pm Bible Study
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
4:30pm Peacemaking
7:00pm Deacons

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship
6:45pm Viol. &
Religion
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

7

8

9

11:00am Circle 3

9:15am Wed.
Morning Circle
11:00am Special
9:30am Circle 6
Care
3:00pm Property
2:00pm Staff Mtg.
Ministry
5:00pm Youth
5:00pm Worship Min Fellowship
6:30pm Missions
7:00pm Camera
6:45pm Viol. &
Club
Religion
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

End Daylight Savings
time

Beans &
Cornbread day

13

14

15

16

8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday
School
9:45am Sunday
Morn. Circle
11:00am Worship.
4:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
5:00pm Bible Study
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

10:00am Hope
Scantlin Shawl
Ministry
11:30am Circle 9

11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
Min

11:00am Circle 4
5:00pm Youth
Fellowship

20

21

2:00pm Staff Mtg.
7:00pm Eve. Circle
7:00pm Session

8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship.
4:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
5:00pm Bible Study
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

27

1st Sunday of
Advent
8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship.
4:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
5:00pm Bible Study
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

22

Thu

3

Fri

Sat

4

5

10:00am
Morning
Prayer

10

11
10:00am
Morning
Prayer
6:30pm
Gordoneers,
Chili Supper
Youth to
Camp
Loucon

17

18

19

10:00am
Morning
Prayer

6:45pm Viol. &
Religion
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

23

11:00am Special
Care

24

25

26

12:00pm
Thanksgiving
Dinner

2:00pm Staff Mtg.
closed

7:00pm Christian Ed.
Ministry

28

29

30

11:00am Special
Care

5:00pm Youth
Fellowship

closed

2:00pm Staff Mtg.
5:15pm Dinner
6:05pm Advent
Worship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Tuesday, November 15th is the deadline for the
December 2011 newsletter.
Send your information to sheilareeves@reevesfirst.com

November 2011

Newsletters are available on-line at www.bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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