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Pastoral Note

I fully realize that, when the
preacher goes to talking about
financial things, s/he’s quit preaching and gone to meddling.
Allow Me to Meddle
This year has been an interesting one for observing the
great value of estate bequests to the church. People of
modest means, with many financial responsibilities during
their lifetime, can still have a significant impact on the
church and it’s ministry by including the church in their will.
Early in the year, the church received the Moddy Madison
Trust. Ms. Madison had designated that, after her death, the
trust be used for the support of her sister during her sister’s
lifetime, and then come to the church. That simple, compassionate decision, made years ago, has helped the
church enhance our endowment fund, and allowed us to be
in a financial position to purchase a new boiler for the building’s heating system.
I am also thinking about the bequest made to the church by
Bill Holt, several years ago. Bill left money in his will for the
church to administer on behalf of the Bellewood Presbyterian Home for Children. Mr. Holt’s money was a significant
part of Bellewood’s being able to provide living space for
their Independent Living Program in Bowling Green. Once
again, an act of thoughtfulness strengthened a part of the
church’s larger mission.
Recently, some decisions were made by the trustee of the
Louise McElwaine Trust which will result in that trust being
fully disbursed soon. Ms. McElwaine wanted to help several
organizations. The Presbyterian Church was one of five to
benefit from her thoughtfulness. One of the others was the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, a fact which reflects
the breadth of Ms. McElwaine’s love of the wider church.
See “Remember the Church” on page 11)
Page

Recently I was reading the book The Church in the Inventive Age by Doug Pagitt.
In the book he talks about the different cultural ages that we have gone through such
as the agrarian, industrial, and information and where we find ourselves now in the
inventive age. Pagitt describes four components to every age, which are, How people
think, What they value, What they do, and How they do it. The church in whatever age
it finds itself is to be able to answer those questions and work within it.
In the following months I will try to parse out each of these questions and dig into how
the church works in this new inventive age. One important aspect to know in this line
of questioning is that an authenticity is required. Thinking differently just for the sake
of being different is not authentic but understanding how we are to be the people of
God in this age is authentic.
As I journey through this in writing my hope is that we will all think about those four
components in our individual lives, in our community, and in the church. I encourage
everyone to send me your thoughts on this subject because dialoging adds richness
to the journey.
Books
•

The Church in the Inventive Age by Doug Pagitt

•

Digital Disciple: Real Christianity in a Virtual World by Adam Thomas

•

Dialogues with Silence by Thomas Merton

•

Meditations for Women Who Do Too Much by Anne Wilson Schaef

New Children’s Website
Bgpreschildrensministry.wordpress.com
Sunday School Classes for Adults
Christian Parenting in the 21st Century - Studying and discussing 99 Ways to
Raise Spiritually Healthy Children. - Rm 202
Christian Thought - Discusses the Institutes of the Christian Religion by John Calvin
- Conference Room - Contact is Arvin Vos
Floyd Hays Ellis - Studies and discusses The Present Word in Rm 201 - Contact is
Charles Reid
Short Studies: Aug 21st - Oct 23- Spiritual Formation, Based on the book Soul
Feast Majorie Thompson, in the 10th Street Parlor - Led by Susan Webb
Oct 30th - Nov 20th - All Powerful and All Good? Thinking about God and the Problem of Evil, in Rm 207 - Led by Maria Mayo (a Ph.D. student at Vanderbilt University)
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The Arts
Music Ministry Report
During this past summer’s ten o’clock service, the
congregation participated in a time of singing during
the prelude. The intention was to sing some older
and some newer hymns and spiritual songs. Facts
about text writers’ and composers’ reasons for producing
the hymns was shared; as a result, congregants’ appreciation was
uplifted. As the Fall progresses, we shall continue that practice at prelude
time: choir and congregation will sing the selected hymn, followed by an organ
voluntary on that hymn tune.
NEW THINGS ARE HAPPENING IN MUSIC:
The Chancel Choir has welcomed several new members: Liza and Gary Ahrendt,
Megan Algie, Mary Ann Berry, Rosemary Henry, Peggy Truman and Andrew Wulff; we
expect several more as we return to two services. Others will be welcome. Certainly,
Eric Bigler and Sarah Beth Capito, along with the whole choir, will look forward to two
new university ensemble members.
The Rainbow Ringers, under the leadership of Wanda Hunt, director, and Sheila
Reeves, coordinator, have been seeking additional players to join rehearsals which began on August 17. In order to make practice times more convenient, REHEARSALS are
scheduled at 6:00 on Wednesday evening to precede the choir rehearsal at 7:00. Ringers who are also singers will find convenience therein. New ringers this year include
Sarah Beth Capito, Katie Maurer, and Eleanor Short.
Kings Kids leaders, Sarah Beth Capito and Marilyn Anderson are focusing on GOOD
ATTENDANCE AND NEW SCHEDULING. On Sunday, August 28, rehearsals resumed
at 9:30; leaders planned singing, accompanied by some rhythm instruments, along with
planned activities, so that children can participate joyfully on third Sundays of each
month. Leaders will escort the singers to their church school classes at 10:00. Parents
have been asked to make a special effort to enroll children in this important ministry of
the church. Special blend coffee will greet the parents when they deliver the children;
then the parenting class will await their attendance.
“I was glad when they said unto me: let us go into
the house of the Lord.”
Thomas N. Moody,
Organist
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Art Exhibit Invites Interpretations
A new exhibit by artists from The Pushins
Building Art Studio is hanging in the church
gallery until September 23.
Works by
Angie Alexieff, Myra Dwyer, and Lorraine
Streckfus will evoke emotions in viewers.
Although their works form from reality,
blends of color, light, and texture create a
depth of feeling familiar to fans of abstract
expressionism.
Angie Alexieff says, “I am fascinated by
the process of expressing what I see and The Pushins Building Art Studio
what I feel onto a physical surface. It is to
me a fuller communication than words alone.” Angie works with bold, expressive
strokes in variations of red and yellow with deep blue contrasts.
Myra Dwyer delights in creating a composition from a blank canvas. “I alone get to
interpret my ideas, visions, and dreams by putting the brush to the canvas,” says
Myra, who sees art as a joyful, shared journey.
Lorraine Streckfus paints mostly from her mood but also takes inspiration from pure
color, other art, nature, and music. “I usually start with one color and just let the
paint guide me,” she says.
An apt title for the Pushins Bulding Art Studio Exhibit is “In the Mood.” We are grateful to these artists for sharing their expressive journey with us.

COME AND SEE
THE CHILDREN'S LIBRARY
We have a dozen new books such as One City,
Two Brothers; That's Where God Is; The Worry
Stone; Water, Come Down! Parents can check
the books out by filling out the card in the book
and putting it in the basket.
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LIBRARY
SHARE A BOOK
CLUB
is up and running
in the library.
Come, Browse, Borrow
and Read!

Youth News
It was a busy summer with lots of trips. Now it’s time to settle into our Fall schedule.
Youth Sunday School at 9:45am will be led by Rev. Kara
Hildebrandt (Junior Highs) and Kelly Goad & Mark Shafer
will lead the Senior Highs. The Junior Highs will be studying
a curriculum by Re:Form titled “Ancestors/Old Testament,
Unlikely People-Extraordinary Stories”. The High School
Study is titled “The Kingdom Experiment” – a study of the
Beatitudes.
Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship will resume on September 7 from 5:00 –
6:30pm. Bring a few dollars for dinner and we’ll go to Spencer’s or somewhere
nearby for a meal and have further discussion of the Beatitudes from Sunday
mornings. This is for youth grades 9-12.
Sunday Youth Group (grades 6-12) will return to 6:00-8:00pm at the church.
Dinner will be served from 6:00-6:30pm. After dinner we will split into separate
Junior/Senior High study groups. David Muffett will lead the Junior Highs and Terry
Shoemaker will lead the Senior Highs.
We will not have Youth Group on Sunday September 4 due to the Labor Day
Holiday. Enjoy the time with your family.
Planning Meeting for Fall Youth Activities will be at Youth
Group on Sunday September 11. Everyone needs to be there
with ideas for activities and study topics. This is your Youth
Group! We need your input on what you’d like to do! Parents are
expected to attend too! Bring your calendars.
The Annual WKY Presbytery Youth Fall Retreat will be November 11 – 13 at
Camp Loucon. We’ll join other Presbyterian Youth & Adults from churches in the
Western Kentucky Presbytery. This will be for all youth grades 6-12. Cost: $55
Registration deadline: October 30.
2012 High School Mission Trip June 23-30 Next Summer’s High School Mission
Trip will be to Booneville, Arkansas in the Ozark Mountains. We’ll join our fellow
Western Kentucky Presbytery High School Youth in a week of service. The cost will
be $400 per person. We hope to reduce the cost to $200 by fundraising. Deadline
to register will be around the first of January so get it on your calendar now! This
trip will be for rising 9th graders – graduated seniors.
For more information on our Youth Ministry please contact David Muffett, Director
of Youth Ministries. Cell: 270 202-2776, Email: david.muffett@bgpres.org
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Kids’ Page
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT FOR 3RD GRADERS!
Acolyte training continues through September for third graders during
Children's Church. The third graders will also be learning how to take communion and will join us on the first Sunday in Oct, which is World Communion
Sunday, to take communion. We encourage all third graders to attend.
Let’s continue working our way through the alphabet
as we learn about God and how God wants us to live.
“N” is for Noah, Put the parts of the story of Noah and
the flood in order and color the pictures.

Attention
Parents!
KING'S KIDS (our children's choir for ages prekindergarten through fifth
grade) began its new year
on Sunday, August 28 at
9:30 in Room 203. We
plan to sing in the 11:00
service on the third Sunday of each month beginning in September.
We encourage you to
make the commitment to
have your child/children
involved in this activity.
In addition, a time of
Coffee & Conversation is
being offered to the
parents at 9:30 on the
second floor landing.
Drop your children off in
Room 203 at 9:30, enjoy
some adult time, and
occasionally you'll even be
treated to some homemade goodies! We look
forward to seeing you
and your children beginning August 28.
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Congregational Care & Fellowship
Gordoneers extend an invitation
Gordoneers will resume Friday, September 9, 2011, at 6:30 PM in the Fellowship
Hall. Gordoneers is open to all adults of the church and their guests.
Kindly bring a dish to share.
Program: "What I Did On MY Summer Vacation". Bring photos, souvenirs and/or a
story to tell.
Hosts are: Lee and Peggy Truman and Herb and Diane Simmons.

THE SHAWL MINISTRY will resume their meetings on Monday September 12th.
This group knits and crochets shawls that they give to shut-ins and others as an expression of Christian love and warmth. All are welcome to come enjoy fellowship and
needlework!
THE FRIDAY PRAYER GROUP has resumed their weekly meetings—10:30am
every Friday. This group has explored different types of prayer. All are welcome.
PARENTS” NIGHT OUT provides an opportunity for “young” adults to meet together
for food, fun and fellowship. Babysitting is usually arranged. Join in for a fun evening!
Watch for information about time and place.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:

Becky Gentry in the death of her father, Clifton Rodes
Helen Bueker in the death of her brother, Tom Mikels
John Kernohan in the death of his sister, Valerie Sharpstone
Family of Benton Page
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Friends—Information for Caregivers
As I read through this book, The Best Friends Book of Alzheimer's Activities, I am always pleased to see how often music plays a part in engaging or calming a person. It even seems
to refresh memory a bit. I read an article in the McKnight's
magazine that talks about a study done in nursing homes using
music. For each new resident a play list of that person's 100
favorite songs is prepared and then used. Residents’ behavior changes positively
with increased movement or interaction with others. Residents who haven't spoken
in a long time begin to respond by standing up and waving their arms. This seems
to be very calming, reduces agitation and makes it easier to provide care. Consider
also, playing your loved one’s favorite movies on TV. All of this requires a certain
amount of technology or at least a CD or DVD player, but worth experimenting with.
On page 9 of the above mentioned book it reminds us of how important laughter is.
Persons with dementia sometimes retain a sense of humor even late into the
illness. Try to remember the funny stories of a person's life and ask them to relate
that for you again, giving a clue of what story you want to hear, e.g, "Can you tell
me the story of when the dog ate the turkey that one Thanksgiving?" If the person
is not verbal you tell them the story and laugh with them. Everyone likes to be
around laughter, and it is language without words.
Consider other forms of fun, such as clowning around, dancing a jig, gentle teasing. And use funny songs; "Whistle while you work", "Oh Susanna". Laughter feels
good and is healthy exercise for the lungs.
Laugh with the person, as you recall the funny stories of your own life that might
not have been funny at the time or that you know about them, but don't laugh at
them,
Donna Hill
ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS: The first College ministry meeting of the semester will be on Wednesday, August 31st at 7 pm in the Senior High Room. We’ll
have pizza and drinks and be discussing the upcoming semester. If you have any
questions, contact Terry Shoemaker at terry.shoemaker@wku.edu.
USHER LEADERS are still needed for the months of October, November and
December. Please contact Herb Simmons if you wish to help – 842-1794 or
herbertsimmons@mac.com
Page 8

Church and Community
New committee has been formed
To aid the work of PROPERTIES MINISTRY, a furnishings committee has been
revitalized. Members are Sooky Bennett, Ann Covington, Kim Ferguson, Tom
Moody, Ann Rudolph, Emily Sharp and Larry Warden. Tours of church areas
have been in progress by the committee to determine if sprucing up or repairing activities need to be suggested. A number of improvements are now
in evidence.
One of the most visible improvements is new, visually exciting,
paint applied to hallway walls in the Children’s Center. Thanks to Kara
Hildebrandt and others who have desired the basement area to be more childrenfriendly for church school and the Pre-school Learning Center. Volunteer painters were
Sandy Brown, Ann Covington, Cathey Green, Doug Humphrey, Ann Rudolph, Diane
Simmons, and Jan Volek. Many Thanks.
We have a handsome building; we want to keep it a welcoming worship and study
place.

Items for Sale
The church has three items that have been approved for disposal.
They are as follows:
1. Dark wood baby changing table. This item is no longer needed.
2. Toshiba e-Studio 65 plain paper copier. This is a large copier and has been used in
PLC for several years. Because of the expense to repair the copier, it has been recently replaced. Although we could not justify the repair cost, someone who knows
about copiers may want it for parts or to fix. We think it needs a new drum, but there
could be other problems.
3. Nine (9) lap top desks which are no longer needed. These should be bid on individually, not as a group.
In compliance with our disposal policy, we will accept sealed bids for two weeks.
The bids will be opened at the next Property Committee meeting and the highest
bidder notified. The bids should be turned in to the Administrator (Richard). The items
may be seen at the church. Please keep in mind that the items are disposed of "as is"
and there is no return or warranty.
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THE MONDAY MORNING EDUCATION PROGRAM
announces the Fall 2011 program

The Age of Jackson
Dr. Robert Haynes
This fall, Dr. Robert Haynes presents America
during thirty years in the first half of the 19th Century
in what has come to be characterized as the Age of Jackson.
Dr. Haynes has been a history professor for more than fifty years,
the past twenty-seven years at Western Kentucky University.

The class meets over a period of eight weeks from
September 12 through October 31.

Classes will meet in the Conference Room on Monday
mornings at 10:00 beginning September 12, 2011.

BG Remembers the Civil War
BOWLING GREEN: REMEMBERING THE CIVIL WAR—
150 YEARS is an many-faceted event which involves The

Presbyterian Church. Look for posters and other news
media announcements. Our church will be the starting place
for a downtown walking tour of sites extant at the Bowling
Green occupation. Ann Dickey and Bettye Brown will serve
as docents to welcome visitors in our church---from 10:00
until 1:00 on Saturday, September 17. Come to the church
for the tour, and learn how our building played an important
role during Civil War years.
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The Presbyterian Church
in the late 1800’s

Remember the Church

(cont. from p. 1)

Remember the Church in Your Will
Your financial advisor can help you think about ways to support your church in
your will. There are a number of planned giving scenarios, some of which may
have tax advantages for you now. The important thing is that you will have an
opportunity to support the work of ministry in a significant way, under your
directive, and for many years.
And Know You Are Loved,
Matthew

Financial Report for the end of July

Year to Date July 2011
Budget
Actual
450000
400000
350000

381,156

371,404
340,868.79

344,773.87

300000
250000
200000
150000
100000
50000
0

Receipts

Expenses
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Ministry of the Month Report
IS HARD AT WORK
Habitat for Humanity, a worldwide nonprofit, ecumenical, Christian housing organization, has helped build over 400,000 houses and served more than four million
people around the world. Locally, the BG/WC chapter has provided housing for
over seventy families.
In 2005 our church contributed half -- $22,000 -- toward the construction of a
house; and in 2008 our church contributed $45,000, or 100% of the cost of construction. Members of our congregation have hammered and nailed, roofed, and
painted at Habitat sites. Doug Humphrey, a member of the board for the BG/WC
local chapter, says “Churches can help by joining together to meet the $45,000
cost of construction. With their large memberships they are a source of many potential volunteers, the best way to help.”
Because of volunteer labor and donations of money and materials, Habitat can
partner with an applicant to provide affordable housing. The potential homeowner
makes application to Habitat, and once accepted, then works on the house along
with volunteers. A Habitat mortgage is interest free and managed by the Habitat
Housing Corporation.
Currently Habitat is completing three town house units in a five unit building on
Tenth Street between Clay and Payne Streets. For the 2012 season, the board will
approve applications for the remaining two units. In addition, the Habitat board is
planning a five-bedroom home for an approved applicant. However, our local Habitat chapter’s most ambitious project is a subdivision planned on land near Limestone Lake.
The undeveloped subdivision will be a community wide endeavor involving partnerships with Western Kentucky University, the city of Bowling Green, engineers, businesses, and churches. This planned subdivision may become a pilot program for
other projects nationally. The vision is for mixed housing in a green zone: town
houses and single family dwellings financed with both Habitat and conventional
mortgages. “I foresee the infrastructure in place in four years,” said Doug Humphrey. The land would then be ready for housing construction.
The Habitat helping Hands Program for 2011-2012 offers donation schedules. For
$5000 an organization can sponsor a week with 30 volunteers on site; for $2500 a
group can sponsor a weekend with 20 volunteers; and for $1500 a group can sponsor a weekend with 15 volunteers.
(continued on next page)
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The Habitat Restore offers a simple partnership. When you remodel your home,
carry off the old light fixtures, the stove, the fluorescent tubes, the cabinets to the
Habitat Restore on 31W. Proceeds from the Restore funnel into construction
funds. You not only solve your trash removal problem but also contribute to someone’s affordable housing.
If volunteering for Habitat interests you, email Rod Goodman, executive director of
Habitat at rgoodman@hfhbgwc.org. You may also make personal donations to
Habitat online. Learn more by going to http://www.habitat.org.

Bellewood Updates
Recently, Bellewood refocused its approach to
care in South Central and Western Kentucky.
The agency is directing its efforts in the area on
the successful therapeutic foster care and independent living programs. Additionally, the residential campus for youth ages 12-18 has consolidated with the campus in Louisville,
and the youth served at the Bowling Green were placed in other programs within
Bellewood’s care. The agency also opened a new facility serving up to seven youth
in the Pre-Independent Living program which provides intense care and a structured
environment to older teens moving toward independent life as a young adult.
Youth in Bellewood’s Independent Living program now have the to opportunity to
polish their job skills in a real-life setting thanks to Vice President of Wendy’s for
Bowling Green, Bayne Million. Beyond job opportunities being made available for
these youth who are preparing to live as self-sufficient adults, Million is willing to
pair each youth with store managers whose personalities best match their own. Additionally, the vice president will ensure the young adults are trained in such a way
that they may one day be in line for a management position elsewhere. This is a
tremendous outreach on Million’s part and allows for vital growth from each youth
who participates.
Bellewood is excited for the new opportunities ahead and grateful for the support of
individuals like Bayne Million who provide a step upward and onward for Kentucky’s most vulnerable youth!
Sally Pendleton
Vice President of Development & Community Engagement
Bellewood Presbyterian Homes for Children
Changing Lives, Building Futures
office: 502-245-4171, ext. 508
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September Birthdays
September 1
Catherine Holderfield
Jane Purpus
September 2
Doug Humphrey
Russell Moore
Faye Patton
September 3
Bailey Jordan
Kelley Paul
September 4
Miriam Reber
Linda Skaggs
September 5
Katie Cielinski
September 6
Hope Scantlin
September 7
Elizabeth Nade
September 8
John Atkerson
Ellis Johnston
Helen Wells
September 10
Keith Carwell
Bill Leachman
September 11
Marge McLaren
September 12
Ryan Balance
Jessica Jefferies
Donna Hill
September 14
Charlie Capito
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Aaron Carter
Steve Moore
September 15
William Christopher
Ann Huskey
Kyda West
September 16
Bruce Barrick
Diana Bigler
Jean Carson
September 17
Pat Napier
September 18
Elizabeth Cates
Mary Hills
Walker Johnston
Sumer Schafer
September 19
Cheryl Gregory
Jay Small
September 20
Alex Gaither
Megan White
September 21
Warren Campbell
Susan Leachman
September 22
Ron Kirby
September 24
Sooky Bennett
Sara Just
Wade Yeoman
September 25
Kathryn Bigler

Helen Bueker
Jan Campbell
Natalie Lewis
Sarah Mayfield
September 26
Ethan Elliott
Charles English, Sr.
John B. Moore
September 27
Jackie Hanks
September 28
Mandy Love
September 29
Reed Begley
Amelia Cook
Jane Coverdale
Katherine Garvin
Sabrina Holmes
Timothy Small
September 30
Barbara Brindle
Cary Bowen

September Calendar of Events
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

2

Sat

3

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

4

5

Labor Day 8:30am Worship
9:30am King’s Kids closed
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship.
12:00pm Healing
and Wh.

6:00pm Bible Study

6

7

4:30pm
Peacemaking
7:00pm Deacons

New Boiler
installation begins

6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

12

13

14

8:30am Worship
9:30am King’s Kids
9:45am Sunday
School
9:45am Sun. Morn.
Circle
11:00am Worship

10:00am Hope
Scantlin Shawl
Ministry
10:00am Mon.
Morning Educ.
11:00am Circle 3
At Chandler Park
11:30am Circle 9

11:00am Special
Care

9:15am Wed.
Morn Circle
9:30am Circle 6
11:00am
Allen memorial

19

20

5:00pm Worship
Min
6:30pm Missions
7:00pm Camera
Club

5:00pm Bible Study
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

8:30am Worship
9:30am King’s Kids 10:00am Mon.
Morning Educ.
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
5:00pm Bible Study
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

25

26

8:30am Worship
9:30am King’s Kids 10:00am Mon.
9:45am Sunday
Morning Educ.
School
11:00am Worship
5:00pm Bible Study
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

10

6:30pm
Gordoneers

15

16

17

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

10:00am
Remembering
the Civil War:
Church
Building Tours

23

24

3:00pm
Property Min.
6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

21

22

9:30 Staff Mtg.
11:00am Circle 4
11:00am
Special Care
11:00am
6:00pm Rainbow
Finance Min.
7:00pm Eve. Circle Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir
7:00pm Session

12:00pm
Art Board
meeting

27

29

28

9:30 Staff Mtg.
11:00am
Special Care
7:00pm Christian
Ed. Ministry

9
10:30am
Morning
Prayer

11

18

8

9:30 Staff Mtg.
11:00am Special
Care

6:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

30
10:30am
Morning
Prayer
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Thursday, September 15th is the deadline for the
October 2011 newsletter.
Send your information to sheilareeves@reevesfirst.com

September 2011

Newsletters are available on-line at www.bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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