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It was either a 1960’s radical, or
perhaps an ad for VISTA
(Volunteers In Service to America) from which we have the classic, “If you’re not part of the
solution, then you’re part of the problem.” I can dance to
that.
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This is a strange and exciting time to be at work in the
church. There is obviously a significant movement underway, calling people back to the practices of faith, but also
redefining those practices. There is an interest in restoring
the integrity churches lost in the push of the last twenty
years toward a highly merchandized and consumer-driven
style, familiar as the “big box” “mega churches.” Those
churches are seeing their popularity wane. What is emerging might be caricatured as a “do-it-yourself religion,” which
places a high priority on letting individuals pick-and-choose,
and mix-and-match among various traditions, pieties, and
worship styles.
If all of this confuses you—then you are right where you
need to be. Welcome to the team! These are confusing
times!
I am questing to be “part of the solution.”
Here’s what I’ve got:

Pig Pickin’
August 14th
10:00am
at the
Beard Pavilion
1061 Garvin Lane

Map on
page 9.

We need to be attentive to offering different styles and different schedules for the practice of faith. I hope we can have
bible studies through the week, more opportunities for
service/mission work, more fellowship opportunities, and
options for creative forms of worship at different times. We
need to pay attention to the many ways people can engage
the faith, in such things as art and music, recreation, writing,
guided study, and physical exercise.
See “Part of the Solution” on page 3)
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The Dance of Life
Over the last week I have been reflected upon the many turns that life can take in a
short period of time. This is not a new contemplation in my mind nor since the beginning of time. We have wonderful biblical passages that talk about the complexity of life
such as Ecclesiastes where the opposites are rattled off beginning with “There’s a
season for everything and a time for every matter under the heavens…..”
This reflection of mine began because I was putting the final touches on a wedding,
writing a sermon, and a funeral. The funeral was for a distant relative. In my preparation for the funeral I was specifically struck by the conundrum of officiating at a funeral
where the deceased had little belief in a God but the children did. So I spent a good
deal of time talking about life. Here is some of what I said..
Though we are created in the image of God, it certainly doesn’t mean that we aren’t
broken, or that we don’t hurt one another, or can’t see outside of ourselves. But it
does mean that when we see goodness, when we see an appreciation for the beauty
of art, or the beauty of nature, when we take time to watch the hummingbirds in the
garden, or to speak a kind word, those are moments when all of us can catch
glimpses of God in ourselves and in others.
These glimpses are like a dance, where nothing stays the same, where every person
is in motion and with us is God, holding us together, helping us with the good, we can
see God whether it be in the low moments of life and we get a shot of hope, or in the
uneventful daily tasks, or in the high moments where joy overwhelms us. God looks
differently depending upon the dance and where we are in it.
The song writer Sydney Carter says, “Dance, then, whenever you
may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said He, And I’ll lead you all,
wherever you may be, And I’ll lead you all in the dance said He.”
All life is in this dance and today we specifically reflect upon
and celebrate the life……..
How is life a dance for us?
Books
The Tao of Travel: Enlightenments from Lives on the
Road by Paul Theroux
Know You are Always Loved
Kara
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The Arts
Art Gallery Invitation
The provocative exhibit Visions du Monde by Gayle Novick and Darlene Postula will
hang in the Church Gallery until August 19. Fans and friends may express their
appreciation and speak to the artists at a reception at the gallery on August 12
between 5pm and 8pm, during the Bowling Green Gallery Hop.
During these warm days, try a visit to the gallery with a friend. The gallery is quiet
and air-conditioned; the art work inviting and stimulating . “I stopped by with a friend
one morning during a bike ride and another time invited my daughter and granddaughter to see Novick and Postula’s works,” says Diane Simmons. “It was a nice
interlude in our tour through downtown.” Visitors appreciate Novick’s whimsical
works and Postula’s pleasurable watercolor collages.
On August 20 the Pushin’s Building Art Studio exhibit will go up. We can expect
work by Angie Alexieff, Myra Dwyer, and others in this show.
“There are so many ways to glorify God with our gifts, through mission, fellowship,
worship, and the arts, so enjoy the show!” says Peg Truman.

Part of the Solution

(continued from page 1)

The emphasis needs to be on engagement. We want people to be actively engaged in
what we do as a church. People need to be free to “do what they love and love what
they do” around here. Do you sing, play an instrument, want to start a
yoga class, enjoy eating breakfast, sew or knit? We’d like to be a
church that “has an app for that!” so you can be involved.
We need your help. Your thoughts and ideas about the ministry we
share are welcome. I would especially like to know things you would
like to hear addressed in sermons. I would also like to have your help
in finding a local mission opportunity that would involve many of us in
doing something together. I’d like to hear your ideas for other activities too.
Most importantly, we need your participation. Come to worship! Join a Sunday School
class! The sidelines may look tempting, when you are busy in so many things. But don’t
neglect your spiritual health.
This Fall, we are planning to structure some opportunities to talk more about the
church’s direction. The program is called “Holy Conversation.” Watch for it!
And know you are loved.
Matthew
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Youth & College News
It’s a busy summer for our youth ministry. We began
the summer with our Wednesday Mission Workdays in
June. We did small projects at local non-profits and
around the church.

June 29- July 1 our church hosted the annual
Western Kentucky Presbytery Middle School Mission Experience “City Sights/City Lights”. More
than 30 youth and adults participated in two mission projects & activities. The first day we helped
stock the shelves at HOTEL INC/Manna Mart and cleaned and spiffed up the Little Rock Church on Boatlanding Road.
The second day we helped with Cub Scout Day Camp at Camp Wildcat Hollow in Russellville. The camp leaders were
very appreciative of our help and one even called our group “Rock Stars”. In the evenings we were housed on WKU’s
campus in Bemis Lawrence Hall. We had evening worship in the new Chandler Chapel led by our own Terry Shoemaker
and several musicians from our youth group. Fun time included swimming in the Preston Center & at Camp, an
on-campus texting scavenger hunt, a movie, and a tour of the WKU campus. Some meals were on campus and Blakey &
Duffy Hayes fed us breakfast and lunch at the church. Thanks to everyone who helped out!

Fifteen of us took a trip to Kings Island on July 6 with
an overnight at Richwood Presbyterian Church in northern Kentucky.

We just returned from the Montreat Summer Youth Conference, July 16 - 23. Twenty-two of us had an amazing week.
Everything from a new house to outstanding conference
leadership made the week extra special. This year’s them
was “Seaching for the Signal”. One of the memorable moments was at the end of the benediction after each sermon by
conference preacher Bruce Reyes-Chow, “…Love & care for
one another. It’s all that easy, It’s all that hard.”. Montreat
Sunday is August 14 in conjunction with the Pig Pickin’. Be
sure to attend to hear more about our week at Montreat.
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A few of us will join around 30 other youth and adults
from our Presbytery on a Whitewater Rafting/Ziplining
trip on the Ocoee July 29 & 30.
Sunday Youth Group will continue to meet from 5-8pm
through August.

Kids’ Page
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT FOR 3RD GRADERS!
Acolyte training will happen for third graders starting August 21st during
Children's Church. The third graders will also be learning how to take communion and will join us on the first Sunday in Oct, which is World Communion
Sunday, to take communion. We encourage all third graders to attend.
Let’s continue working our way through the alphabet as we learn about God and
how God wants us to live. “M” is for Moses. Read Moses’ story starting in chapter
1 of Exodus and learn how God used Moses to save God’s chosen people Israel.
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Congregational Care & Fellowship
Summer is coming to an end …
Summer will soon be over, although the thermometer may not reflect our schedules!
Please make plans to attend the annual Pig Pickin’ on August 14th at the Beards’
Pavilion - 1061 Garvin Lane. You will find a map on page 13. Worship will begin at
10am, and our “Montreat-ers” will be relating their experiences to us. After worship,
stay and enjoy a picnic and lots of fun. Dress comfortably. Bring a lawn chair or blanket to sit on, and a vegetable, salad or dessert to share. The roast pork, soft drinks
and water will be provided.
The very next Sunday, August 21st, marks the return to our fall schedule:
8:30
Worship
9:45
Sunday School
11:00
Worship
The kids will be back in school. Vacations will be but a memory. It’s time to get back in
the swing of our busy lives. Make sure church is part of yours!

Opportunities to consider …
Are you looking for a way to be more involved in the life of our church?
Here are some opportunities to consider.
We would like to form a “Sanctuary Committee” to assume responsibility for the paraments (the linens used on the lecterns and Communion Table), the candles, flowers,
etc. Call Tom Moody for more information.
We would like to re-activate a “Furnishings Committee” to evaluate and improve the
furnishings in our building. Call Tom Moody for more information.
Would you be interested in serving on a committee to help with funerals and visitations? Call Matthew or Kara for more information.
You are always welcome to join the Chancel Choir and/or The Rainbow Ringers. Contact Tom Moody if you are interested in singing, or Sheila Reeves if you are interested
in ringing.
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Activities resume as summer ends
GORDONEERS will resume their monthly second Friday meetings on, September 9,
2011 at 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall. Watch for more information!
THE RAINBOW RINGERS will resume rehearsals on Sunday, August 21st at 4:00
pm. The bell choir is in need of some additional ringers. It helps to be able to read music, but prior experience with handbells is not necessary. Come join in the fun!
THE SHAWL MINISTRY will resume their meetings on Monday September 12th. This
group knits and crochets shawls that they give to shut-ins and others as an expression
of Christian love and warmth. All are welcome to come enjoy fellowship and needlework!
THE FRIDAY PRAYER GROUP will resume their weekly meetings on Friday, August
5th at 10:30 am. This group has explored different types of prayer. All are welcome.
PARENTS” NIGHT OUT provides an opportunity for “young” adults to meet together
for food, fun and fellowship. Babysitting is usually arranged. Join in for a fun evening!
Watch for information about time and place.
Other groups will be starting back up, but dates are not yet available. Watch future
issues of The Courier, Sunday Bulletins, and 60-Second Emails for more information,
and please consider getting involved in some of these groups.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:
The Hanks and Hills families in the death of Kathlyn Hanks
Sue Bryant in the death of her brother, Jim Coonrad
Emily and Kelley Purpus in the death of their
grandmother, Meg O’Connor
Family of Joe Huddleston
Family of Patsy Gerard
Family of Marsha Heidbrink
Family of Don Bailey
Family of Fred Hensley

Page 7

Friends—Information for Caregivers
There was an article in the New York Times just before Independence Day. A family member lamented that just as their
father was losing his memory for his past, the family was
witnessing the loss in another way. It struck me, once again,
how hard it is to lose a parent or a spouse (either by death or
dementia) because they are the keepers of our own histories.
For those of you who are struggling with losses please know that sometimes a
comfort comes from your community of support and love. Don't hesitate to talk with
your friends about your struggles.
Listening to caregivers and folks who have dementia make them feel a bit better.
This is a tool that helps alleviate feelings of isolation. Good listening requires being
very patient, listening to words and phrases, noticing body language and facial
expression and encouraging the person to express themselves. Find a place, or
choose a time when there are the fewest distractions.
For people suffering with early dementia, help them fill in the blanks of their life
story by suggesting biographical information that helps them complete a thought,
such as "wasn't your birthplace.....Kenya?" Don't be too quick to talk over them or
to artificially cheer them up. Sometimes, they recognize the seriousness of what
they are facing. In conversations be supportive by inviting them to take their time,
tell them you are not in a rush. You can apologize for not understanding and
suggest something they might be looking for or need. Empathize by reminding
them you know how frustrating it is not to be able to think of what they want. Offer
them a cup of tea or coke and a chat instead. Be prepared to hear a story again
and again. I hope it is a funny one!
If the person is in late dementia nonverbal communication becomes more important. Notice facial expressions and/or body language.
Taking time to listen may solve a problem that is causing a person to be combative
or angry, or provide a clue to a medical problem that needs attention.
The above information is found on page 8 of Volume 1 of The Best Friends Book of
Alzheimer's Activities.
Additionally, I've found some good articles on this blog site:
newoldage.blogs.nytimes.com
Donna Hill
Bowling Green, KY
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Church and Community
Worship Schedule Won’t Change
The Worship Ministry Listens!
Beginning on August 21, we will resume our Sunday morning schedule of worship at
8:30 and 11:00 am. with Sunday School at 9:45 am. The Worship Ministry heard
from about twenty people, after asking for comment about changing the schedule.
Most respondents agreed that having only one service year-round would result in the
sanctuary being more full during that service, but other considerations were raised
which caused the Worship Ministry to decide both services are still needed.
What can you do?
•The Worship Ministry advises that regular worship atten-

dance is critical.
•Congregational Singing and the use of Responsive Read-

ings will be enhanced if people will sit near one another.
If you are asked to move to fill in the gaps in the pews in
front of you, please consider doing so.
•Bringing an infirm member or asking a friend to join you in

church will also help address attendance problems.
We welcome your hearty, enthusiastic worship.
Submitted by: The Worship Ministry

Financial Report for June 2011
Deficit Budgeted
Actual Deficit
Variance

June 2011
$ 4,375.00
$14,955.26
$10,580.26 (unfavorable)

YTD through June 2011
$ 6,955.00
$ 494.85
$6,460.15 (favorable)
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Vegetable Exchange —
JUNE 26 THROUGH AUGUST - Again this year, Peacemaking is encouraging gardeners to bring excess produce to share. Tables will be
set up in the Fellowship Hall to display the produce. A donation basket
will be present for love offerings. The primary purpose of this effort:
money goes to support the Food Pantry.

Presbyterian Walkers
We meet every Saturday morning at Keriakes Park—unless it’s raining!
Come join us as we gather at 8am. If you come later, catch us on our second loop. We start at the pavilion and go from there. Feel free to bring
some friends with you—whether they are Presbyterian or not.

Feed the Hungry
Here are two easy ways to help feed hungry people in our community.
Donate food to Manna Mart or donate food to our church’s pantry. by
When you go to the grocery store please remember to pick up a few
extra items to bring to church; then place the items in the containers
under the stairs in the 10th Street lobby.

Feed your Spirit
Daily devotions and lectionary readings are available at the presbytery website:
www.pcusa.org/lectionary/ You may use the next day/previous day links near the top
of the page to change the date of the lectionary.
If you missed church on any given Sunday, you can see the worship service online by
visiting www.bgpres.org and going to the Sermons page.

Church Library is open for business
Arnie Petrus has been working hard organizing our church library.
All the materials have been catalogued and shelved topically. On
the next two pages of this newsletter you will find a flyer that
you can tear out and keep for an easy reference. Copies are
also available at the church. All are encouraged to visit the library and check out a
book, movie or a DVD. Use this resource to develop your spiritual life and to just find a
good read! Thank you Arnie for your dedication to our church and for a job well done!
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Session Ministry of the Month Report

Fellowship Ministry
This ministry of the Session strives to host people in engaging activities beyond
worship and Sunday School.
Anyone can be a member of this committee and we have a broad base of folks
who have served for years and some just recently. There is ALWAYS need for new
ideas, and new members. You do not need to be a deacon or an elder to participate.
At certain times of the year this committee hosts the Wednesday meals and does
the clean up. We arrange for the Maundy Thursday meal, The First Friday receptions, the Pig Pickin’, and we happily sponsor anything that draws us together like
the Presbyterian Walkers, Ice Cream Social, Sunday Morning breakfasts.
For years 2009-2011 Donna Hill has been chairperson. Other Session members
are Sheila Reeves and Katie Thomison. Some of our Congregational members are
Clark and Peggy Carthrae, Fred and Kathy Higgins, Blakey and Duffy Hayes,
Bruce Kessler, Bobby Rabold, Minda Schafer, David and Susan Thomison; but so
many others help throughout the year, and for that we are grateful.
On August 14th please plan to attend the Pig Pickin’ worship and pot luck lunch.
This year please bring a dish you'd like to share, either a vegetable, salad or dessert. We are not dividing food up by last name. The drinks and water (we will not
forget the water this year) will be provided. Worship is at 10am at the Beard's pavilion — 1061 Garvin Lane.
This requires gifts from many people in our congregation and here is a list: Bruce
Kessler, Fred an Kathy Higgins, Bobby Rabold, Susan, Katie and David Thomison,
David Muffett and youth helpers, Kelly Goad, Mike Cobb, Blakey Hayes, John and
Fred Kernohan, Clark and Peggy
Carthrae, Minda Schafer. Thankfully, there are always others who
are willing helpers that day.
We look forward to worshipping as
led by our "Montreat-ers" and then
enjoying the pig, the picnic and
the pleasure of each others company.
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August Birthdays
August 1
Lauren Glasser
McLaine Hudson
Ella May
August 3
Dan Brown
Fred Higgins
August 4
Denise Carter
Chuck Coates
Garrett Evans
Matthew Spencer
Paul Spencer
August 5
Mike Alexieff
Susan Murphy
Dan Stelling
Linda Yeoman
August 6
Robert Cash
Neil Howell
Wanda Hunt
Steve Todd
August 7
Terry Flynn
Kalu Njoku
August 10
Kim Ferrier
Charlie Reber
Rebecca Simpson
Betsy Tyrie
August 11
Thomas Prow
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August 12
Maya Lebedinsky
August 13
Reese Polen
August 14
Susan Begley
Sonya Moran
Adam Todd
August 15
Lucia Maxson
Kevin Reber
Mabel Simmons
August 16
Chase Embry
Heather Kessler
Nan Moore
August 17
Annette Ballard
Heather Webb
August 19
Brenna Murphy
Dick Roberts
August 20
Andee Rudloff
August 21
Margaret Winkenhofer
August 22
Madeline Davenport
Brad Howard
August 23
Ann Covington
Claudia Downey
Deborah Matthews

August 24
Will Bowen
Hannah Schafer
August 25
Mac Reynolds
August 26
Erin Elliott
August 27
Nathan Love
Lee Truman
August 28
Ron Ramsing
August 29
John Stone
August 30
Wayne Hendrix
Katherine Higgins
Heather Zeller
August 31
Della Bruch
Linda Oldham
Emily Purpus
Landen White

August Calendar of Events
Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2
9:30 Staff Mtg.
11:00am Special
Care
4:30pm
Peacemaking
7:00pm Deacons

7

8

9

8:30am Breakfast
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship
11:00pm Healing &
Wh.
5:00pm Bible Study
5:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

PLC
Open House

PLC begins classes
11:00am Special
Care

14

15

5:00pm Worship Min.
6:30pm Missions
7:00pm Camera
Club

10:00am Pig Pickin’
And
Montreat Sunday

21

8:30am Breakfast
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
4:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
5:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

Thu

4

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

10

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

22

Fri

5

Sat

6

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

11
3:00pm
Property
Ministry

12

13

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

5:00pm
Gallery Hop

17

18

9:30 Staff Mtg.
11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
Ministry

8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday
School
11:00am Worship
4:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
5:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

28

16

Wed

3

19

20

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

7:00pm Session

7:00pm Chancel
Choir

23

24

9:30 Staff Mtg.
11:00am Special
Care

25

26

27

10:30am
Morning
Prayer

7:00pm Christian Ed.
7:00pm Chancel
Ministry
Choir

29

30

31

9:30 Staff Mtg.
11:00am Special
Care

7:00pm Chancel
Choir
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Monday, August 15th is the deadline for the
September 2011 newsletter.
Send your information to sheilareeves@reevesfirst.com
Newsletters are available on-line at www.bgpres.org

August 2011
The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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