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Hear
some
familiar
scripture in a new way. It’s the
Parable of the Sower in the
13th chapter of Matthew’s
gospel. In Eugene Peterson’s paraphrase, The Message,
he calls it “A Harvest Story.”
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Should we have
a single worship service
year-round?
See page 2 for some questions
to consider as this
possibility is studied.

We want your thoughts!

Jesus left the house and sat on the beach. In no
time at all a crowd gathered along the shoreline,
forcing him to get into a boat. Using the boat as
a pulpit, he addressed his congregation, telling
stories.
"What do you make of this? A farmer planted seed.
As he scattered the seed, some of it fell on the
road, and birds ate it. Some fell in the gravel; it
sprouted quickly but didn't put down roots, so
when the sun came up it withered just as quickly.
Some fell in the weeds; as it came up, it was strangled by the weeds. Some fell on good earth, and
produced a harvest beyond his wildest dreams.
"Are you listening to this? Really listening?"
The parable applies to churches as well as to individuals. The seed is the Word of God, reflected in the
church’s ministry. Sometimes, in the life of the church,
it seems like we’re throwing it out there, but little or no
good is coming of it. Maybe it’s our approach to ministry that’s all wrong; maybe we’re trying hard, but doing
the wrong things. After all, who sows seed on a roadway? Or maybe, sometimes, honestly, the church is in a
rut. We practice our ministry of faith, but practice it by
rote, or out of a morbid duty, and without much depth.
We wither in these times. Seed on gravel. People of
faith, who won’t “dig in,” and won’t put down roots, and
won’t persevere. People of faith, who “sleep in” on Sunday mornings, miss church, do not attend Sunday
School, or neglect their prayer life. Withering.
(See “Bountiful Harvest” on Page
page 9)

Books:
Almost Christian by Kenda Creasy Dean
Ordinary time has begun! Maybe you are
wondering why that needs an exclamation Mobilizing Hope: Faith-Inspired Activism for
point because frankly that sounds ordinary a Post-Civil Rights Generation by Adam
or rather dull. However, ordinary time is Taylor
meant to be a period of focusing on grow- Speaking Christian: Why Christian Words
ing in one’s faith, which can mean slowing Have Lost Their Meaning and Power and
down, taking time for Sabbath, or taking How They Can be Restored by Marcus J.
Borg
time for prayer.
Ordinary comes at a time when summer The Spirituals and the Blues by James H.
vacations are in full swing or at least the Cone
possibility exists with the young people out Liberate Eden by Greg Fromholz (this book
of regular school. However, summer can is in iPad form only)
easily become a time when activities are
My website:
packed in that weren’t possible throughout
Theologicalbones.com
the year, a time when the business doesn’t
ease, a time when the hopes of rest are Be at Peace,
eclipsed by the never ending list. So what Rev. Kara J. Hildebrandt
do we do, because all of us need rest?
If the solution were easy and looked the
same across the board I would be able to
package it, market it, and sell it. However,
the solution to the question looks different
for each of us. During this ordinary time let
us think about what gives us rest, what
helps to rejuvenate ourselves, and what
actions might we take to get a precious
moment of Sabbath.
When thinking about Sabbath and other
activities that feed us for this journey of life
it is important to look at it holistically. When
I use the term holistic in this context I mean
mind, body, and soul. In future writings and
in brainstorming about the church being an
active part of one’s life I will be asking and
highlighting how are we feeding the mind,
body, and soul. Keep an eye out for such
happenings like the Presbyterian Walkers
who meet every Saturday for a time of
walking and talking, and in the fall having a
coffee house one evening with music and
poetry.
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A SINGLE WORSHIP
SERVICE YEAR-ROUND?
The Session’s Worship Committee is
hearing from many people who are
suggesting that we have only one Sunday Morning worship service yearround. Some questions to ask ourselves:
1. Do people choose to attend either
hour of worship (early or later)
primarily for personal convenience?
2. Is having the entire congregation
“together” at one service a value to be
considered?
3. Would it strengthen attendance, if the
two morning services were different?
4. If a changed schedule for worship on
Sunday mornings was adopted, how
would it impact Sunday School?
You can be a part of this discussion!
Contact:
Larry Warden, Worship Committee Chair.

The Arts
From the Music Ministry…
As I write in this post Easter and Pentecost Season, I want to express, on behalf of the
church, thanksgiving for the faithful singers and musicians who have provided so much
meaning and beauty in our services of Divine Worship (terminology of a former time,
but relevant for the emphasis of modern faithfulness as we gather to worship God).
Thanks are due to Marilyn Anderson and Sarah Beth Capito who have worked so effectively with
Kings Kids-----aren’t we glad when children share their songs in worship? Kings kids will take a twomonth break and resume in August.
Thanks go also to Rainbow Ringers who faithfully practice each Sunday and assist in the services
once a month. They, too, are on hiatus from rehearsing and they will resume rehearsing in August.
This past June presented two opportunities for your organist to attend workshops on matters of
worship. June 12-14, he was in Lexington, KY for a Regional American Guild of Organists meeting.
The opening service centered on Pentecost. The last week of June was the annual attendance at
Montreat Conference on Worship and Music. Both events presented opportunities for inspiration
and experience.
In a wider scope, Dr. F. Anthony Thurman (Bowling Green native), writing in The American Organist, recently paid tribute to Dr. Peter Gomes who died February 28, 2011. Dr. Gomes held many
titles and positions---Chaplain of American Guild of Organists, Minister of Harvard’s Memorial
Church, Plummer Professor of Christian Morals. Now, to a quotation from Dr. Gomes: “…We are at
our best when at worship we realize that what we have, what we are, what we can do is all offered
in the service of something, someone, greater than we are. Thus to our profession [church musician] belong such words as reverence, awe, majesty, beauty, and inspiration: those are our words,
and understanding what they mean suggests that we understand that we too are holy, as the one
who calls us is holy, and that the work we perform is holy.”
—Tom Moody, organist

Gayle Novick and Darlene Postula Exhibit Their Work
An art exhibit of works by two women, Gayle Novick and Darlene Postula, will hang in the Church
Gallery July 16 to August 19. Fans and friends may express their appreciation and speak to the
artists at a reception at the gallery on August 18 between 5pm and 8pm, during the Bowling Green
Gallery Hop.
Both artists share a common passion not fully unleashed until after their retirement from “real” jobs.
Although she has a BA in studio art from the University of Minnesota, Gayle worked for thirty years
as a medical technician. Darlene finished a career in education as English Department Director at
the gifted and talented school that she herself attended as a teenager. About being driven to be an
artist, Gayle says, “I am driven to it by an inner need.” Darlene was interested in art before she ever
went to school. Art has always been her major pastime. “I had an early passion for it,” she says.
When she retired in 2004, she studied art, especially watercolor, and entered competitions in the
Houston area in order to discipline herself and sharpen her innate talent.
Although we expect watercolors from both artists, we can anticipate some digital prints from Gayle.
Darlene will present watercolors, mixed media, and collage. Driven by a common thirst to express
experience with visual art, Darlene says of her artistic friendship with Gayle, “We can talk for hours
about art.”
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Youth & College News
MONTREAT All Montreat fees & forms are now due. Total cost this year is
$350. We will attend the 2011 Montreat Summer Youth Conference July
16-23. This trip is for rising 9th graders thru graduated seniors. We have
21 people (youth & adults) who are going. We’ll leave from the church at
9:00am sharp on Saturday July 16th.

Montreat Sunday will be
August 14 in conjunction
with the Pig Pickin!

We hosted City Sights/City Lights June 29 – July 1. We had over 30 middle school students and adults from four churches in the Western Kentucky
Presbytery in attendance. Participating churches were First Presbyterian –
Sturgis, First Presbyterian – Owensboro, The Presbyterian Church of Henderson, & our church. We stayed on campus at WKU. Mission projects included
working at the Little Rock Church & HOTEL INC and working Cub Scout Day
Camp at Camp Wildcat Hollow in Russellville. We had worship each evening
at the Chandler Memorial Chapel at WKU. For fun we swam each day, had
an on campus texting scavenger hunt, and had a tour of WKU.
King’s Island trip on July 6th
Cost will be $25 per person (includes park admission
ticket & transportation). Everyone will be responsible
for the cost of meals. We will be staying overnight at
Richwood Presbyterian Church in Walton, KY. This
will keep us from returning so late at night.
Registration deadline is July 1.
Thanks to everyone who helped with Vacation Bible School in June!
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Kids’ Page
Let’s continue working our way through the alphabet as we learn about God and
how He wants us to live. “L” is for Love. Unscramble the words in the heart on the
right to form a Bible verse. If you need help, look up Matthew 22:37. Then find your
way through the heart maze to the cross, where God showed us God’s love.
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Congregational Care & Fellowship
Pig Pickin’ set for August 14th
Make plans now to come to our annual Pig Pickin’ picnic and 10:00am worship
service. It will be held at the Beard's pavilion at 1061 Garvin Lane on August 14th.
Please bring a vegetable, salad or a dessert to share. The pig, ably prepared by our
resident cooks, Bruce Kessler and friends, will be provided. Cold drinks and water will
also be available.

Presbyterian Walkers meet weekly
Saturday June 4th we had an inaugural walk around the 1+ mile track at
Kerieakes Park. Five of us showed up and we had a slow walker group and
a fast walker group, conversations in both. We walk every Saturday unless
it is raining. Come join us! We gather at 8am at the pavilion, where there is plenty of
parking, and we finish up by 9am. If you come late catch us on our second loop.

News from Gordoneers
Gordoneers ended the 2010-2011 year with a well attended picnic at Covington
Woods. Blakey and Duffy Hayes were hosts. The program was “eat and visit”. Homemade ice cream was the dessert. Gordoneers does not meet in July.
Arnie is working on the program calendar for 2011-2012. If you have any ideas or
know of speakers, kindly let him know. Several ideas are already on the drawing
board, but not final.

New large format calendar installed
A large format calendar on whiteboard has been installed in the church office to be
used for planning and scheduling worship and church activities. All members,
especially committee members, are welcome to view it to keep up to date with what’s
happening in our church!
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones:

Mike Ballard in the death of his father, Eddie Ballard
Jim Stickles in the death of his sister, Harriett Griffith
The family of Charles Moore
The family of the Rev. Howard Surface
Clark Carthrae in the death of his mother Aleen Rush
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Friends—Information for Caregivers
Recently I read a sermon by Carol Howard Merritt whose father died around
Easter following a long struggle with Alzheimer’s disease. She noted the
similarity between her father’s failure to recognize his wife and family and
the women at the tomb and the disciple’s failure to recognize Christ following the resurrection. But the women and the disciples did seem to know that there was something divine in Him. She suggested that when her father failed to recognize family, he
did seem to recognize a divine nature in those who responded with affection and love
toward him and he did still enjoy a laugh if those around were laughing.
Consider that your presence with someone who struggles with memory loss might
represent the divine for him or her in a world that has become increasingly confusing.
As was said last month, to acknowledge someone by name is a lovely gift. Use their
name often when you are doing things together. Remind them of how they got their
name or nickname. Songs such as “A Bicycle built for Two” can be adapted to use
with other names rather than “Daisy”. By singing “Louis, Louis, give me your answer
do, I’m half crazy all for the love of you,” you might be able to share some laughter.
Utilize many forms of affection. Hand-holding, shaking hands, a kiss on the forehead,
a pat on the back, a compliment or a hug, or a gentle hand massage. If you don’t
really know the person ask permission first. Many people with dementia are starved
for affection. Gently rub a person’s hand as you talk; most people find touch calming
and reassuring. Be affectionate with words. E.g. “thanks for being with me today”.
Reminisce about special moments of affection involving family; such as the first time
the person held a baby, or memories from family reunions or birthday parties. Remind
them that they are loved also.
Songs to use: “Let me call you sweetheart” or “You are my sunshine”.
Volume 1 The Best Friends Book of Alzheimer's Activities

CLASSES FOR ADULTS:
Faith: A Conversation will meet in the conference room.
Topics that we will be touching on throughout the summer
include: Where is God when disasters happen? Bullying,
Prison Nation - A Christian Response, Children's Health in
Schools, Earth Care, HOTEL, INC., Food Inc.
Floyd Hays Ellis Class – Studies and discusses
The Present Word, based on International Sunday School
Lessons, in Rm 201, contact Charles Reid.
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Church and Community
Peacemaking Committee Sponsors Discussions
As part of our “Faith: A Conversation” Sunday School Series, the Peacemaking
Committee is sponsoring discussions on two topics of interest in our Christian walks.
All are invited to attend these presentations/conversations.
On Sunday, July 17, 9:00 o’clock in the Conference Room,
two speakers will facilitate the discussion of a topic important to youth and parents and adults: BULLYING. Much is
being done in society to stop this destructive behavior;
indeed, the church cares and wants to take action as it can.
Come and participate!
On July 31, 9:00 o’clock in the Conference Room, guest speakers will
lead discussion of the topic: Earth Care. We want to bring the topic to
the local scene as much as possible. A basic question: How can each of
us make a difference in our homes and in our community?

Vegetable Exchange —

JUNE 26 THROUGH AUGUST - Again this year,
Peacemaking is encouraging gardeners to bring excess produce to share.
Tables will be set up in the Fellowship Hall to display the produce. A donation
basket will be present for love offerings. The primary purpose of this effort:
money goes to support the Food Pantry.

Library News
The library is now accepting donations of books and previous Christian Education
materials. Contact Arnie at arfranpe@msn.com or 270-904-0393 if you need further
information.

Feed the hungry
Manna Mart’s supplies are very low and they are in need of food. If you wish to help,
they can use canned soups, fruits, vegetables, ravioli, beef stew, chicken and dumplings, and pork and beans. A Manna Mart box is located under the stairs of the Tenth
Street lobby.
Our Church Food Pantry is running low on canned meats and canned fruits and
vegetables, crackers, peanut butter and macaroni and cheese. A box is located under
the Tenth Street lobby staircase for your contributions. Thank you!
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Bountiful Harvest (continued from page 1)
I have a hunch that the weeds in the parable have names. Church people can be
very unkind to one another. It is the great shame of the church.
In recent weeks, I have felt as if the seed was falling on some very good earth
again. The potential harvest is promising again. The choir deserves special credit.
They are leading us in worship with all their hearts. Their music, but also their faces
and hearts, are beautiful. Our recent Vacation Bible School was remarkable. We have
been proud to welcome new members in recent weeks. The commitments of so many
are showing. People love the church, and love has power to overcome all things. (I
Corinthians 13:13)
As your pastor, my affections and outlook are intimately tied to the church. I rejoice
that good things are happening. I thank you for your commitment, and re-commitment,
here. The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green is a good place to be throwing seed.
Speaking for the entire staff, for the Session and the Deacons, and other leaders
of the church: We feel your love and support.
Know that you are loved too.
Matthew

Financial Summary
Year to Date May 2011
Budget
Actual
$300,000

$275,681 $262,476

$278,261
$248,016

$250,000
$200,000
$150,000
$100,000
$50,000
$0

Receipts

Expenses
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July Birthdays
July 1
David Wilkinson
July 3
Larry Graham
Larry Warden
July 4
Joel Brown
Thomas Maurer
July 7
Andy McLaren
July 8
Pat Reid
Donna Wolbe
July 10
Dot Koven
July 12
Jack Glasser
July 13
Lou Mary Carwell
July 14
Hank Hanson
Minda Schafer
July 16
Alan Reeves
July 17
Matthew Covington
Chloe Johnson
Bobbie Strickler
Zoe Lebedinsky
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July 18
Fran Bowen
Mary Evans
Jack Grise
Samuel Grise
Allison Webb
Sarah Webb
July 19
Nathan Algie
Kyle Barrick
Pam Bratcher
Nancy English
Donald Nuerge
July 20
Grace Alexieff
Robert Byrd
Sheryl Goad
Bette Jo Miller
July 21
Gary Ahrendt
Jack Atkerson
Trey Just
Susan Yusk
July 24
Gretchen Bettersworth
David Thomison
July 25
Ann Dickey
Helen Hatchett

July 26
Judith Rabold
July 27
Russell Goddard
Charles Runner
Austen Seidler
Owen Seidler
July 28
Leslie Embry
Martha Schell
Arvin Vos
July 29
Bill Beard
Janice Glasser
July 30
Patrick Bryant
Katie Maurer
July 31
Sandy Brown
Herb Simmons

July Calendar of Events
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2

10:30am
Morning Prayer
City Sights/City
Lights

3

8:30am Breakfast
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship
11:00am Kids’ Bike
Parade
6:00pm
Jr./Sr. High Youth

4

5

6

office closed

9:30 Staff Mtg.
11:00am Special
Care

Youth to King’s
Island

10

11

12

13

8:30am Breakfast
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship
6:00pm
Jr./Sr. High Youth
6:00pm
Ice Cream Social

17
8:30am Breakfast
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship
11:00am Pig Pickin’
planning meeting
6:00pm
Jr./Sr. High Youth

24
8:30am Breakfast
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship
6:00pm
Jr./Sr. High Youth

7

18
12:00pm Bellewood meeting

25

19

14

9:30 Staff Mtg.
11:00am Special
Care

15

16

10:30am
Morning Prayer
Youth
depart
for week at
Montreat

6:30pm Chancel
Choir cookout

20

21

9:30 Staff Mtg.
11:00am Special
Care

26

9

10:30am
Morning Prayer

9:30 Staff Mtg.
11:00am Special
Care
7:00pm Camera
Club

8

27

28

22

23

10:30am
Morning Prayer

Youth
return
from
Montreat

29

30

10:30am
Morning Prayer

31
8:30am Breakfast
9:00am Sunday
School
10:00am Worship
6:00pm
Jr./Sr. High Youth
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Friday, July 15th is the deadline for the
August 2011 newsletter.
Send your information to sheilareeves@reevesfirst.com
Newsletters are available on-line at www.bgpres.org

July 2011

July 10th—6:00 PM
Ice Cream Social and
Blessing of the Animals
in the Courtyard
(or Fellowship Hall— if it rains)

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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Dr. Matthew W. Covington
Pastor
Rev. Kara Hildebrandt
Associate Pastor
Thomas N. Moody
Organist, Pastoral Assistant, Interim Choir Director
David Muffett
Director of Youth Ministries
Terry Shoemaker
Dir. of Youth & College in Missions
Richard Barefoot
Administrator
Steve Moore
Treasurer
Cheryl Gregory
Secretary
Dana Patterson
Director, Preschool Learning Center
Cedric Whitney
Custodian
Deborah Flynn
Sunday Sexton
Sheila Reeves
Newsletter Editor

