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Lent Begins on March 9th.
For information about
study and worship
opportunities during Lent,
please go to page 3.

I am entering that age of life in
which it is no longer possible for
me to know what’s “cool.” I didn’t
know any of the musicians who
won Grammys this year. I don’t
recognize the people on the
covers of magazines. I still say,
“Gee whiz…” Lately, I’ve even felt
confused about such things as
basic manners and the question
of what’s polite.
I’m pretty sure it used to be
considered impolite for the Pastor
to ask the individual members of
the congregation if they have
made a financial pledge to the
church. The polite assumption
was that everyone was aware of
the church’s needs and would do
their best to support the ministry.
A Minister who asked people
about their pledges was being inappropriate. It was said that such
a Minister had gone to meddling.
Perhaps those were the good
old days.
Recently the church has had
to reduce its budget drastically in
order to avoid a second consecutive year of deficit spending. I am
beginning to think that I should be
pressing a little harder, just to be
sure that folks know: There is an
expectation that you will support

Issue 3

Christ’s continuing work through
the ministries, staff, and programs
of our church. It is acceptable for
people to decide which church
they want to join, and when. And
it is OK to change churches if you
need something different. But
once you have made a commitment to a particular church, I
believe you should agree to support it as best you can, given your
life-situation. Perhaps this is oldfashioned.
Several of the people who
have complained the most about
our recent staff changes are people who, records show, do not
pledge anything to the church. It’s
not funny. I’ve often heard people
say, “Oh, that church can always
find money for the things it
wants.” I guess that assumption is
being put to the test now.
I hope that, in the coming
months, we will be able to see
more clearly “what the church
wants.” Our reduced financial
strength will cause us to prioritize,
and make some changes. Transition is almost always hard, but we
will be led. God loves the church
Christ has established. We have
a sacred trust to uphold.
I welcome your thoughts. We
need your full commitment.
Yes, know you are loved.
Matthew

Please send information for the March newsletter to sheilareeves@bellsouth.net by March 15th.
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Lent is a time to reflect, discern, and examine our relationship with God and our
actions in the world. Some say Lent is a dark period and maybe it is because not
everything we do is good. However, what if we looked at this period as a time to
grow and have a stronger relationship with God, as a time to reprioritize our lives,
and as a time to begin new habits or break old ones. The process is not an easy one
but if we are serious in living a life of service, a life that only glorifies God, then we
have no other choice but to enter to the process.
A couple of practices that are necessary for this process are prayer and reading the
scriptures. Begin simply, don’t try to tackle an entire chapter of the Bible, don’t try to
pray long elaborate prayers. Take a few verses with the Bible and reflect upon them.
With respect to praying try just talking to God about whatever is on your mind and try
to notice the beauty that surrounds all of us where we live.
Other practices that are a little more difficult include discerning a habit that is done or
not done that does create a barrier between one and God and others. After discerning the process then is to break or take on the habit. During this process it is important to remember that habits are difficult and lapsing into the old habit or forgetting
the new one will happen from time to time but it is imperative to keep trying.
In the church there will be opportunities to help in the process. We will have
Wednesday night programs for adults and children. We will eat dinner and then have
a thirty minute worship service while the children have a thirty minute program. Also,
on the Sunday before Ash Wednesday and on Ash Wednesday a Lenten Study will
be available to pick up for parents and children. If anyone else would like one please
let the office know.
Books of Interest
40 Day Journey with Howard Thurman
Reframing Hope by Carol Howard Merritt
Tribal Church: Ministering to the Missing Generation by Carol Howard Merritt
The Great Emergence: How Christianity is Changing and Why by Phyllis Tickle
Blogs of Interest
http://www.reyes-chow.com/
www.landonwhitsitt.com/
tribalchurch.org
Know you are always loved
Rev. Kara J. Hildebrandt
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Lent in the Christian tradition, is the period of the liturgical year leading up to Easter. The traditional purpose of
Lent is the preparation of the believer — through prayer,
penitence, almsgiving and self-denial — for the annual
commemoration during Holy Week of the Death and
Resurrection of Jesus, which recalls the events linked
to the Passion of Christ and culminates in Easter, the
celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday—March 9th.

Sunday, March 6th and Wednesday, March 9th—
A Lenten Study for Parents and Children
can be picked up at the church.
Starting Ash Wednesday we will be having Wednesday night
dinners and worship services. A children’s program will be held
during the worship service. While the adults are worshipping in
the sanctuary, the children will be actively engaging the life of
Jesus and how they can follow Jesus.

Lenten Sunday School Class will be offered that is in keeping
with the season of Lent and how we are to grow as Christians.
We will be meeting in the Conference Room.

Adult Sunday School classes being offered
Floyd Hayes Ellis Class – Studies and discusses The Present Word, based on
International Sunday School Lessons. Room 201. Contact Charles Reid.
Confident Christian Parenting in the 21st Century . Room 202. Contact Corrie Vos.
Christian Thought Class – Reading and discussing the book Paul Among the People: The Apostle Reinterpreted and Reimagined in His Own Time by Sarah Ruden
who is a research fellow at Yale Divinity School. Conference Room. Contact Arvin
Vos. Class temporarily suspended.
Short Studies Class February 6th – March 6th – The Presbyterian Church and the
Rising of a Nation. Conference Room. Led by Tammy Van Dyken.
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Music and Art
“The Three Generation Art Show” continues
February 11 through March 25, the church gallery will be presenting an exceptional exhibit of three generations of art by Lucia Maxson, her grandfather, Owen H. Manzer, and her son, Douglas Maxson. When Lucia was a
child, her grandfather, a self-taught oil painter, prompted Lucia's fascination
with oils by allowing her to practice with his pallet knife and brushes as he
finished his work. Lucia received training from various art schools, including
the Chicago Academy of Fine Arts. Her landscapes reflect her grandfather's
eye for patterns and sensitivity to texture and color. Son Douglas Maxson,
a Louisville artist, adds another dimension to the show with his abstract interpretations and completes the illustration of this family's artistic journey.
Come to The Bowling Green Gallery Hop on March 18 and visit with
Lucia at a reception in the fellowship hall. Lucia's stories about her family's
journey into art are interesting and worth exploring.

“Call for Art” for church member art show
The TPC Art Board is announcing a call to all artists in the church family for
entries in the Congregational Art Show March 25th through April 24th 2011.
Members near and far, and their immediate family members of all ages are
encouraged to submit work of any media. Take advantage of this opportunity to share your gifts in the visual arts with the congregation and community in the fellowship hall gallery. Please refer to the guidelines and entry
forms.
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Educational Opportunities
THE MONDAY MORNING EDUCATION PROGRAM
continues the Spring Series

God in America
This is a collaboration of
Frontline and American Experience
from the Public Broadcasting Service.
The series has garnered critical acclaim and was well received
at the time it was broadcast on PBS in the fall.
The class will view and discuss this series over a period of eight weeks.

Classes will meet in the Conference Room
on Monday mornings at 10:00am
(If City Schools cancel, we will not meet.)

All are welcomed.

PLC REGISTRATION
Registration for the PLC is currently open for members and the public.
3's Class------ Mon, Wed, Fri 9-12
4's Class ------ Mon, Wed, Fri 9-12 or Tues, Thurs 9-1:30pm
*** MONTHLY TUITION
Classes will begin in August.

$115 ***

Students must be the age of the class by October 1st of that school year.
Packets will be available in the PLC hallway on the magazine rack or in the
church office.
Don't delay — class space is limited.
Dana Patterson, Director
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Youth News
On February 6: The Youth Group hosted the Souper Bowl of
Caring Soup/Chili Luncheon. We raised $969.00 for our church
food pantry. 100 non perishable food items were also donated.
Thanks to all who brought soup & chili and to all who donated
to this very worthy cause!
On February 12, the Youth Group hosted a Valentine’s fundraiser titled “That’s Amore!”. We raised $932.00 for our
Youth Ministry. Thanks to all who helped donated and everyone who helped out. Also thanks to Blakey & Duffy Hayes
with The Shaker Way Catering for preparing the meals & appetizers. David Paul Gibson & The Collegiate Ensemble did
an excellent job entertaining everyone with selections from
the TV show Glee.
March 1: First Montreat Deposits are due. Only $50 for the
first deposit. Total cost this year is $350. Addition $100 deposits are due May 1, June, 1, & July 1. We will attend the
2011 Montreat Summer Youth Conference July 16-23. This
trip is for rising 9th graders thru graduated seniors. The
first deposit of $50 reserves your spot. Initial registration
& housing deposit/payment have been submitted.
Sunday School in March: David Muffett & Kelly Goad will lead a combined Junior &
Senior High study on the PBS Documentary “God In America”. We’ll explore the 400
year history of religion in America. You can check it out online at www.pbs.org/
godinamerica
Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship 5:00-6:30. Join us each Wednesday evening for
a relaxed fellowship time.
Sunday Night Youth Group meets 6:00-8:00pm. We eat dinner and then split into
Jr/Sr High study groups. Come join us!
Keep up to date by regularly checking the Youth Group website. Go to the church
website: www.bgpres.org . Go to the Youth Group link and click the photos.
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Kids’ Page
Let’s continue working our way through the alphabet as we learn about God and
how He wants us to live. This month’s letter is “H” - for Hannah. Find out how Hannah asked God for a son, and what she did after God gave her one.

Come join us for King’s Kids at 9:30 on Sunday mornings in room 203!
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Congregational Care & Fellowship
Gordoneers announce their next meeting
Gordoneers will meet Friday, March 11, at
6:30 PM. and is open to all adult members of the church and their guests.
Please bring a dish to share. We will
NAME THAT TUNE, featuring Mike
Kanan at the piano.
We have rescheduled Ronda Birchell from Air Evac
Lifeteam (from Feb) for our April gathering.
Be working on your talent to share at our May meeting when we do
"Gordoneers Got Talent."

Wednesday Morning
Circle meeting date
change
The Wednesday Morning Circle will
change its meeting date in
March.
We will meet on March
16th—the third Wednesday of the
month—instead of our usual second
Wednesday date. Same time and
place. We expect to return to our
usual meeting time in April.

“To the Cookie Ladies”
The Christmas Cookies
were delicious.
Thanks for your kindness.
Marie H. Mauldin

Sympathy is extended to the following
members and friends of this church who
have recently lost loved ones:
Susan Webb in the death of her mother, Catherine Hartnett
Ted and Shirley Schoen in the death of his father Lloyd Schoen
The family of Caroline Ennis
The family of Glenn Gill
Friends and family of Michael Gardner
Janet Schwarzkopf in the death of Evelyn Jones
The family of James Chaney
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Church & Community

First Friday Service
Friday March 4, 2011
5:30pm The Sanctuary
Worship led by
Matthew Covington and Kara Hildebrandt

All are invited to attend.
A great way to start your weekend!
An Introduction to Centering Prayer
Workshop Registration
Centering prayer is a form of prayer that involves not so much the use of means and
operations but the intentional non-use of these. It consists of placing yourself in the
presence of God and maintaining an interior silence which is as complete as possible
reducing to unity the multiplicity of your thoughts and feelings, and endeavoring to
“keep yourself quiet” without words or arguments.
The Presbyterian Church Bowling Green Kentucky
Saturday, March 5, 2011 10:00 am until 2:00 pm
Presentation by Carolyn Goddard of
Contemplative Outreach of Middle Tennessee

$20 fee covers materials and lunch- $10 students
For more information contact Susan Webb 781-0466 or mshw6@aol.com
or the Church office: 843-4707
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Study of Genesis continues
A new Bible Study is meeting on Sunday evenings at 5:00 pm
in the Conference Room on the third floor of our building.
The group is digging into the Book of Genesis, and learning
what this ancient text can mean in our lives today. All are
encouraged to participate.

Usher Team Leaders are needed for
April and May. To volunteer, please
contact Herb Simmons at 842-1794 or
herbertsimmons@mac.com.

Where Have All the Presbyterians Gone?
The following Letter to the Editor appeared in the Wall Street Journal on February 10,
2011. It was read at the last Session meeting as part of the opening devotions. After the
meeting, one of the elders suggested that it be printed in “The Courier”.

Regarding Russell D. Moore's “ Where Have All the Presbyterians
Gone?” (Houses of Worship, Feb. 4): When denominations stray from their roots,
rituals and purpose to counter the growth of the nondenominational churches,
they lose their own identity and do their members a disservice. The church that
focuses on building buildings, adding cushy services like coffee bars for members,
and substituting rock band "religitainment" for the liturgy and music of the church
is no more than a country club with Jesus as the logo.
I believe that discipline, respect and dedication—values that many find missing in
schools, the workplace and society today—were once fostered in mainline
churches. I grew up in a mainline church and dressed in my best to show respect.
I entered in silence and said a prayer, seated quietly in the pew. I listened with
reverent attention to messages, Scriptures and music. I resisted the urge to wiggle and talk and endured the stern glance of family members when I was unsuccessful. I took dimes from my piggybank to put into an envelope each Sunday to
support the church, the children's home (orphanage) and world-wide mission
work.
Today hundreds of children who go to church will no longer appreciate the beauty
and majesty of a pipe organ, the glorious harmony and messages of liturgical
music or the legacy of beautiful ritual. They will get pop psychology instead of
sermons that focus on the Bible and Christian teachings. As Christian churches
join in the "What can you do for me?" church movement to increase their numbers, they acknowledge that they are followers of society rather than followers of
Jesus.
Marilyn S. Joiner
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A Report from the Western Kentucky Presbytery
The 219th General Assembly of PCUSA took place in July 2010, and 30 amendments
to the church’s constitution were proposed. The Presbyteries are required to affirm or
deny three of these. A vote will be taken at the Presbytery meeting to take place on
May 10, 2011.
On Feb 15, 2011 Western KY presbytery had a training session for voting elders/
ministers to learn more about these proposals. The Presbytery will also be conducting
cluster meetings in several locations prior to the May 10th vote. One of those
cluster meetings will be held at our church on Sunday March 20, 3-6 PM. The
other meetings will be at Madisonville 1st Presbyterian Church, Tuesday March 22,
6-9 pm and at 1st Presbyterian Church in Paducah on Monday March 21, 10 am2 pm. You are invited to attend any of the cluster meetings for informational purposes, if you would like to do so.
The three amendments to be voted on concern:
1) The Belhar Confession and its inclusion in our Book of Confessions.
2) The New form of government (nFOG) which revises the current
BoO Chapters 1-18 to just 6 chapters.
3) New language for the amendment concerning qualifications for
ordination.
Specific information about all 30 amendments can be found on www.pc-biz.org.
The entire text and/or comparison chart for nFOG can be found on www.pcusa.org/
formofgovernment.
Martha Haynes, Susan Webb and Matthew and Kara will be voting on May 10th.
Talk with any of them if you want to share your perspective.

Gramling and Deputy attend House Committee Meeting
John Gramling and Marty Deputy attended a House Committee meeting in Frankfort
on Wednesday, February 9th to oppose Senate Bill 6 dealing with immigration. AntiSB 6 presenters included Presbyterian Attorney Marilyn Daniel of the Maxwell Street
Legal Clinic, a Presbyterian funded organization in Lexington. Marilyn and others
presented factual information from both a legal and Biblical basis. Neither John nor
Marty made a presentation, but they were able to give Jody Richards a copy of a
recent Daily News article with statistics on how area farmers even now are unable to
find enough workers.
Page 12

Living Waters project set for June
In the middle of June 2011, a crew from this church will be
going to Guatemala to install another Living Waters for the
World clean water system. This will be the ninth such installation in which The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green has been directly
involved, and one of hundreds of others made possible by our financial support of
Living Waters for the World as part of our mission budget. The crew for this summer’s project consists of Kelly Goad who will act as team leader, Susan Webb,
health educational coordinator, Bill Oldham, Mike Cobb, and John Gramling.
Claudia Caballeros who is a native of Guatemala City will join us as translator /
teacher.
The site for this installation is a ranch near Flores, Guatemala in the northern
portion of the country (The Mexican border is to the north and Belize is to the east.)
The ranch is actually the location of a Christian School named Hearts in Action
(HIA). The school began a few years ago with an enrolment of 25 and has grown to
350 students. What an opportunity for this crew to witness in the name of ChristThat number of children with their parents will provide an opportunity to share the
most precious gift of mankind, the presence of a loving God. This is an opportunity
we often fail to exercise when at home. Fear of rejection, lack of faith, doors
slammed in our face, all keep us dependent on the old axiom “do not do as I say,
but look at how I live”.
We need the prayers of the people that we are not only successful in bringing clean
water to the people….. but, also that we don’t miss the opportunity to open doors
for the people so they too will know of the offer to live in peace for all eternity.
John Gramling

MARTY DEPUTY is attempting to assist a family with twin newborns.
They are in need of clothing, car seats, bedding, and diapers. If you
can help, call Marty at 784-4325 or email deputyref@aol.com .

FRIDAY PRAYER MEETING The Friday Prayer group meets at
10:00am on Friday mornings. Anyone who would like to participate is
welcome to join them for this time of prayer and fellowship.
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March Birthdays
March 1
Betty Jo Beard
David Gentry
Anna Sue Heller
Drew Mauldin
March 2
Ann Botula
Lea Schafer
Jeane Smith
March 3
David Paul Gibson
Bob Goodwin
Mary Catherine Kirkwood
Gil Saxton
March 4
Snap Graham
Loretta Sandidge
March 5
Marilyn Anderson
March 7
Patty Greninger
Rita Rudloff
Tip Tyler
March 8
Peggy Carthrae
Audrey Cook
Eva Cook
Buzz English
March 10
Lucinda Anderson
John Franklin
John McMichael
March 12
Jeffrey Johnson
Luke Johnson
Todd Kessler
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March 13
Steven Downey
Ahmad Gilliam
Alex Mauldin
Virginia Neel
Katie Wyrick
Luke Wilson
March 14
Kate Grise
March 15
Dan Botula
Karol Ahmed
Chuck Webb
March 18
Cindy Graham
Beth Tyrie
March 19
Sarah Johnston
Daniel Zeller
March 20
Will Barrick
Duncan Paul
Connor Siddens
March 21
Chris Guthrie
Bob Hunt
March 22
Leigh Ballard
San Sy
March 23
Earlene Chelf
Marjorie Deller
Pam Kielty
Nina Njoku

March 24
Lynn Reeves
Betsy Sheppard
March 25
Bud Schlinker
Jamie Simpson
March 26
Amy Royse
March 27
Sue Lewis
March 28
Clark Carthrae
March 29
Sarah Ellis
Mike Kanan
March 30
Katrina Barnhill
Phillip Burkeen
Martha Ivie
Adam McMichael
March 31
Toni Stahl

March Calendar of Events
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

9:30 Staff

Mtg.
11:00am Special
Care
4:30pm
Peacemaking
7:00pm Deacons

8

Wed

2

Thu

3

7

13

8:30am Worship
9:30am King’s Kids
9:45am Sunday School
9:45am Sun. Morn.
Circle
11:00am Worship
4:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
5:00pm Bible Study
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth
1st Sunday in Lent
Daylight Savings Time
change

14
10:00am Mon Morn
Edu.
10:00am Hope
Scantlin Shawl
Ministry
11:30am Circle 9

7:00pm English
Country Dancing

7:00pm Eve. Circle
7:00pm Chancel
(moved)
Choir
7:00pm Session

20

21

22

8:30am Worship
9:30am King’s Kids
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship
4:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
5:00pm Bible Study
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

10:00am Mon Morn 9:30 Staff Mtg.
Edu.
11:00am Special
Care

7:00pm English
Country Dancing

7:00pm Christian
Ed.
Ministry

6:05pm Worship

27

28

29

30

8:30am Worship
9:30am King’s Kids
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship
4:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
5:00pm Bible Study
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

10:00am Mon Morn 9:30 Staff Mtg.
Edu.
11:00am Special
Care

5:30pm
First Friday
service

9 Ash Wed.
9:15am Wed.
Morn Circle
9:30am Circle 6
5:00pm Youth
Group
5:15pm Dinner

10

15

16

17

9:30 Staff Mtg.
11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
Min.

11:00am Circle 4

10:00am Mon Morn 11:00am Special
Edu.
Care
11:00am Circle 3 at
Chandler Park
5:00pm Worship
Min
6:30pm Missions
7:00pm English
7:00pm Camera
Country Dancing
Club

11

12

10:00am
Morning
Prayer

3:00pm
Property
6:05pm Worship
Min.
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

5:00pm Youth
Group
5:15pm Dinner

Sat

5

Morning
Prayer

5:00pm Youth
Group
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

6 8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday School
9:45am King’s Kids
11:00am Worship
12:00pm Healing &
Wholeness service
4:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
5:00pm Bible Study
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

Fri

4 10:00am

6:30pm
Gordoneers

18

19

10:00am
Morning
Prayer

5:00pm
Gallery Hop
7:00pm

6:05pm Worship Concert

7:00pm English
Country Dancing

23

by William
Jewell
College
Choir

24

25

26

10:00am
Morning
Prayer

5:00pm Youth
Group
5:15pm Dinner
7:00pm Chancel
Choir

31

5:00pm Youth
Group
5:15pm Dinner

6:05pm Worship
7:00pm Chancel
Choir
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Tuesday, March 15th is the deadline
for the April 2011 newsletter.
Send your information to sheilareeves@bellsouth.net.
Newsletters are available on-line at www.bgpres.org

March 2011

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270)843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in
word and deed so that disciples are
made by means of inspiring and
engaging worship, relevant and
reliable education, compassionate
and caring fellowship, meaningful
and magnanimous outreach, to the
glory of God.”
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