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We are all glad for good news.
A recent publication of year-end
statistics for the churches of the
Presbytery of Western Kentucky has some good news for
us. Our congregation grew by
24 members in 2009, from a
total of 681 to 705. In fact, we
received 37 new members in
2009. Worship attendance was
also up, and was the highest
since 2005. Our average attendance each Sunday in 2009
was 280.
People join our church in
several different ways. The largest number of new members in
2009 came to us by profession
or reaffirmation of their Christian faith (24 people). Thirteen
people transferred from other
congregations in order to join
us. We had only four baptisms
in 2009, but we will likely
exceed that number for 2010,
as we have four already scheduled.
I think it is reasonable for us
to admit that we are not especially good at evangelism, and
that we are less concerned
about numbers than we are
about the quality of our ministry.
So, it is especially gratifying to
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be a growing church. We are a
welcoming church, and we are
“eager to maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bonds of
peace.” (Ephesians 4:3) In an
age that is too full of polarizing
disagreement and uncivil behaviors, the church attempts to
be a sanctuary. Our strength is
in sharing and mutual support.
We worship Almighty God who
is loving and gracious. It is our
calling to be loving and gracious
too.
It is my observation that
people are drawn to the Presbyterian Church on the corner of
10th Avenue and State Streets in
downtown Bowling Green because they find us doing the
work of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. We help and heal. We
include, and do not exclude. We
speak confidently of God’s forgiveness. We believe obedience to God makes us better.
The practice of faith moves us
closer to what God intends for
us.
We’re glad that 2009 was a
pretty good year. But, since
faith brings hope, we are ready
for even more!
Know you are loved.
Matthew

Please send information for the June newsletter to sheilareeves@bellsouth.net by May 17th
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What is Worship?
When we think about Sunday mornings and
church a number of different images,
elements, sounds, sights can pervade the
mind. Maybe we think about the hymns wafting over us, or the sermons (some exciting
and some not) encouraging us to dig a little
deeper into our beliefs or bringing a new idea
to our minds, maybe we think about Sunday
School and the friends we have made and all
of the topics we have covered, maybe we
think about the different seasons
like Advent or Lent. We can pull
from our memories numerous instances of worship but do we know
what it means. Do we really understand what we are doing in
worship, what we are saying, what
we are singing, and what we are
listening to, or do we push it aside
as just another tradition?
Worship from a Presbyterian theological understanding is a little
different than other denominations. Worship
is understood as being central to the Christian
life. Worship is a period of time where the
Christian community is able to come together
for the express purpose of worshipping God.
Worship is not about feeling good about ourselves or entertaining us or drawing attention
to ourselves, but worship is for the express
purpose of glorifying God. In Matthew 4:10
Jesus says “Worship the Lord your God, and
serve only him.” Worship is to be about God.
One of the jokes often made about Presbyterians is that we are the frozen chosen. The
frozen has been exaggerated from the understanding that worship is to be conducted
decently and in order. The Second Helvetic
Confession elaborates upon this point. “…we
know that on account of God’s Word and
sacred use places dedicated to God and his
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worship are not profane, but holy, and that
those who are present in them are to conduct
themselves reverently and modestly, seeing
that they are in a sacred place, in the presence of God…” (5.215) We worship the way
we do so as to not draw attention to ourselves
and away from God.
Worship is also to recognize how God is at
work in this time and in this place. Worship is
to help the people understand
how God is at work in their own
lives, how God is at work in the
world, and how the people are to
be about God’s work. The Book
of Order states “In worship the
people of God acknowledge God
present in the world and in their
lives. As they respond to God’s
claim and redemptive action in
Jesus Christ, believers are transformed and renewed. In worship
the faithful offer themselves to
God and are equipped for God’s service in the
world.” (W-1.1001)
Worship is not supposed to be just another
thing on our agendas, another distraction for
life, but it is supposed to be helping us understand God, ourselves, and how both of those
things are to be at work in the world. Worship
is an hour out of our week that helps us to
focus on the life giving power of God and
away from the fear and anxieties of this world.
Worship is a reminder and a clear statement
that we no longer have to be alone in the
world, but are surrounded by God and the
community of God.
Know you are always loved,
Rev. Kara J. Hildebrandt

Friends,
Consider what we affirm in light of our efforts
at evangelism…yes, I said evangelism, don’t be afraid,
please keep reading!
We Trust in God the Holy Spirit,
Everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,
Sets us free to accept ourselves and to love
God and neighbor.
And binds us together with all believers
In the one body of Christ, the Church….
The Spirit gives us courage
To pray without ceasing,
To witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
To unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
To hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
And to work with others for justice, freedom and peace.1
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By now you are saying, “I am Presbyterian, isn’t evangelism something Baptists, Pentecostals,
megachurches, and TV evangelists do?” Is there a way to practice evangelism without emotional manipulation and aggressive marketing techniques that could lead to superficial decisions? How can Presbyterians reclaim with integrity our historical commitment to evangelism?
To say the Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green is practicing just and/or radical hospitality, is
to say that God’s welcome is embodied in our actions as we reach across difference. As we reflect on
ways in which this may be accomplished, consider the diagram above. Though it may not be necessary
that we uniformly affirm all that is on the diagram, it is helpful to reflect on the ways in which evangelism
can be expressed.
The church is sent into the world to continue Christ’s work. To make deeds of Christ visible, but
also to make the word of Christ audible. Thus we are beckoned across boundaries and sent in faith
from one culture to another, from our own history to that of others with the glad news of God’s salvation.
To this end, it is helpful to witness the way Jesus Christ evangelized. Yes, Jesus was God’s
evangelist. Consider the ways in which Jesus went about his life: He identified with the People, Jesus
evangelized with Inclusive Love and Servant Love. He evangelized by Healing and Through Prayer, he
evangelized with a sense of Urgency and Passion. Moreover, Jesus evangelized Through Shared Ministry, Through Proclamation, and by Living and Calling People to a Holy Life.2
All persons are created in the image of God and share in a single, interrelated humanity. The
tragedy of the earth is the distortion of this image and the brokenness of the human family. In the work
of evangelism, the church reflects the seeking heart of the Eternal to unite people with God and with one
another.
As Presbyterians we believe both in cooperation and dialogue, with people of many cultures,
people of many religions, people who are uprooted and displaced, people who are poor and powerless—we know they are all our neighbors. So, how about it, will you consider evangelizing?
Peace to You My Friends,
Clemette Haskins, Pastoral Associate

Book of Confessions, “A Brief Statement of Faith”. Line 52-57, 66-71.
A Call to Evangelism in Jesus Christ Way, PC(USA), 1991.
Sherron Kay George, “Reluctant Evangelist” What Presbyterians Believe, April 2002.
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Music and Art
Monday Afternoon with the Arts: May 2010
1:00PM The Ladies’ Parlor
May 3

A History of Western Music
Part Seventy-Nine Gershwin: PORGY AND BESS Act One
Join us as we continue our major study of Western music in an historical
perspective. Today we see act one George Gershwin’s opera in three
acts, PORGY AND BESS. Memorable songs include “Summertime,” “It
Ain’t Necessarily So,” “I Got Plenty of Nuttin’” and many more.
Program length: 90 minutes

May 10

A History of Western Music
Monday Afternoon with the Arts will not meet today.

May 17

A History of Western Music
Part Eighty
Gershwin: PORGY AND BESS Act Two
Join us as we continue our major study of Western music in an historical
perspective. Today we see act one George Gershwin’s opera in three
acts, PORGY AND BESS. Memorable songs include “Summertime,” “It
Ain’t Necessarily So,” “I Got Plenty of Nuttin’” and many more.
Program length: 90 minutes

May 24

A History of Western Music
Part Eighty-One Gershwin: PORGY AND BESS Act Three
Join us as we continue our major study of Western music in an historical
perspective. Today we see act one George Gershwin’s opera in three
acts, POR GY AND BESS. Memorable songs include “Summertime,” “It
Ain’t Necessarily So,” “I Got Plenty of Nuttin’” and many more.
Program length: 90 minutes

For information about any of the Monday
Afternoon with the Arts programming,
please contact David Paul Gibson
In the church office.
All are invited to attend.
The cast of Porgy and Bess during the Boston
try-out prior to the Broadway opening.
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George Gershwin
(1898-1937)

News from The Presbyterian Church Art Gallery
Your Art Board is proud to present a new art exhibit entitled Flight of Fancy.
The exhibit features the work of award winning local artists Nell Peperis
and Dr. Robert Perez. You will find Nell’s lovely paintings throughout the
community and she has also taught art for many years through Community
Education, Health and Wellness Center, and others. Dr Perez ‘s skill as a
wood sculptor is well respected in the art community.
The exhibit will be up through Friday June 4. That evening there will be a
closing reception for the artists in conjunction with the second Bowling Green
Gallery Hop of 2010. Be sure to see this exhibit and mark June 4 on your
calendars.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
On Sept. 10 we will be installing an in-church exhibit. The exhibit will have as its theme, Our
Church. We will be accepting photography, needlework, paintings, drawings, collages, and 3-D
works that can be hung, carrying out this theme. All of you creative folks out there—begin thinking
about your contribution to this exhibit. This exhibit and the Liturgical Festival of Music will compliment each other and be a celebration of our church and your talents.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Art Board wishes to congratulate the children and youth who participated in our last exhibit.
It was a wonderful show and we are proud of you! Also a great big thanks to Angie Alexieff who so
generously offered her studio and her time to help the young people prepare for the show, and
made it all possible.

The Rainbow Ringers
Presents

“A Few of our Favorite Hymns”
Wednesday May 19, 2010
Join us for dinner at 5:30 pm
Followed by a selection of favorite hymns
Tickets are available in the church office — $7.50
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Christian Education
Confirmation date is set
Several young people in our church will be confirmed on
Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd. Be sure to welcome them as
they make their professions of faith on that day.

Summer Sunday School
On June 6th we will begin our summer schedule:
8:30 am—Light breakfast in Fellowship Hall
9:00 am—Sunday School Classes
10:00 am—Worship
5:00 pm—CEWS
Summer Sunday School Offerings:
♦ Floyd Hayes Ellis Class
♦ Combined class to meet in Fellowship Hall—discuss current events and
theology and how they affect each other
♦ Sr. Highs—Critically engaging nine passages of scripture—digging deep!
♦ Jr. Highs—”Leading by Example” - examining nine passages and seeing
nine different but excellent ways to lead
♦ Sunday School on the Go and a craft project every week

Get Ready for VBS !!!
June 13th—17th
The Presbyterian Church

“Egypt: Joseph’s Journey from Prison to Palace”
If you would like to volunteer for VBS,
please contact Kara Hildebrandt.
kara.hildebrandt@bgpres.org
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Kids’ Page

Kids—Color this picture and write the ways you
love your Mom. Then cut along the dotted line
and give this to her on Mothers’ Day—May 9th.
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Youth & College News
COME TO SUNDAY SCHOOL!
Sunday School begins at 9:45am. Chris Guthrie continues teaching the Junior
Highs. David Muffett will be teaching the Senior Highs.

The second Montreat deposits are now due!
A $100 deposit will reserve your place for the
Summer Youth Conference. Total Cost is $300.
We will attend Week IV July 17-24.
The Conference is for rising 9th graders –
graduated seniors
Montreat Gate

Come to CEWS at 5:00pm on Sundays! Our Casual
Evening Worship Service begins each Sunday at 5:00pm in
Fellowship Hall. Come visit this service at least once a month.
We are always in need of musicians and singers for the
service. We rehearse every Sunday at 4:00pm in Fellowship
Hall. Come join us!
High School Graduate Sunday is on May 9. We will recognize our 2010 High
School Graduates. Congratulations to Hannah Suh, Ruben Flynn,
Lucy English, Erin Whitaker, Emily Gott, Abbey Oldham, and
Nick Rabold! Graduate bios & photos are due in the church office
by Thursday May 6. You can email your bio & photo to Cheryl
Gregory at info@bgpres.org .
Confirmation Sunday is May 23. We will recognize the 2010 Confirmation Class
at the 11:00am Worship Service. This is also Pentecost Sunday so wear red.
Jr/Sr High Youth Group is from 6:00-8:00pm every Sunday. All students in
grades 6-12 are welcome. We have dinner at the beginning and split into Jr/Sr High
study groups.
JOIN THE CHURCH FACEBOOK GROUP PAGES
(Keep connected to what’s going on!!!)
Youth Group Page: bg pres youth group!!
Church Group Page: The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green
Follow us on Twitter too: twitter/bgpres
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Contact David Muffett, Director of Youth Ministries
for more info:
david.muffett@bgpres.org or 270.202.2776 or
www.facebook.com/david.muffett
www.twitter.com/dmuff

Congregational Care & Fellowship
A MOTHERS' DAY PICNIC will be held Saturday, May 8 from 11:0012:30 at Covington Woods Park, Shelter #2. Children are hosting this
lunch for their mothers or grandmothers along with the Children's Ministry.
Guests may bring chips and drinks. The rest is provided. Come out and
enjoy! Please RSVP to Karol Ahmed at karol@kirbyauction.com or the
church office.

Gordoneers will meet on their usual night (the 2nd Friday of the month).
May 14th—6:30pm in Fellowship Hall.
All are welcome to attend.

Did you miss the Good Friday Concert
Or Easter Morning Services?
If you missed the wonderful concert presented by our Chancel Choir on Good
Friday, or if you were out of town on Easter and missed the worship service, you
can listen to both on the church web site!
Go to www.bgpres.org.
Select “Sermons” from the list on the left side
of the page.
Select “Launch Sermon Player”. Select the
audio file you wish to hear.
Sit back and enjoy!
Most of the sermons preached for the past year
are available on the church web site. Anytime
you have to miss worship on Sunday, you can go
on-line and listen to the sermon. Generally they Pentecost Sunday—2006—The Presbyterian Church
are available on Sunday afternoon. Of course
it’s always better to be there in person to share the entire experience of
worshipping God in the company of your brothers and sisters in Christ!

In Sympathy
Sympathy is extended to the following members and friends
of this church who have recently lost loved ones:

The family of Margaret Saxton
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Attention all Presbyterian Women:
You are invited to the Spring Luncheon on Tuesday, May 4, 2010 at
12 Noon in the Fellowship Hall.
We will enjoy a catered luncheon; turn in baby items due from each circle; have a
dedication of the birthday offering; install new officers for 2010-11; and hear about
the Newborns in Need program. Our speaker will be Naomi Smith Rowland. There
is no cost for the lunch. Childcare will be provided. Make your reservations by
calling Cheryl in the church office (843-4707) by Friday, April 30. Call Nancy Carwell if you have any questions.
The Sunday Morning Circle will meet on the third Sunday of May
(instead of the second Sunday).
This is to accommodate those who will be out due to Mother's day.

The Fellowship Committee wants you to know ...
$250 was collected from the Easter Sunday morning breakfast.
go toward the summer youth mission trip to the Carolinas.

That money will

~~~~~~~~~~~~
As Clemette's employment with this church ends May 31 we want to create an opportunity for you to offer thanks when she has ministered to you, as well as good
wishes and success for the future.
Donna Wolbe is planning this event (possibly a pot-luck, picnic party, perhaps in
Covington Woods Park) in Clemette's honor. More details will be made available
as plans are finalized.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Pig Pickin’ this year will be held on Aug 8 at the Beard's
pavilion. Please mark your calendars and note that the date
has shifted somewhat. We are trying to align the church calendar with the school calendar.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A
THANK
YOU
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Students of The University of Findlay in Ohio sent
us this card in thanks for allowing them to stay at
our church overnight during their trip to Mississippi.
They worked on a Habitat
for Humanity project.

Church & Community
Bread for the World
Give
us this day our daily bread can be
paraphrased as “keep us alive with three square
meals.” The words “us” and “ours” often get
reduced down to the words “me” and “my”. Jesus
words certainly meant for us to be inclusive—
to include our neighbors as well, especially those
in need.
Bread for the World is an organization that
focuses on the need to help those who hunger for food.
Progress against hunger in the United States cannot be solved through strong
nutrition programs alone. Food assistance to hungry people is vital, but it is not
enough. In a low income family’s budget , food is often at the bottom of the priority
list…..so food is one place a struggling family cuts corners. In Kentucky, 17.3%
of the people (and 23.5% of children) live below the poverty line of $21,834 for a
family of four. Nationally the rates are 13.2% and 19% of children.
This year, a series of tax credits enacted in recent years will expire unless Congress
renews them. Bread for the World asks Congress to protect and strengthen key tax
credits that make a big difference for low-income workers and their families. On
June 6th, this congregation will be given a chance to write letters requesting
Congress to renew these tax credits. The letter will be pre-typed and all you are
asked to do is sign and write the return mailing address. The mission committee will
take care of the stamps and envelopes. Because there is strength in numbers we
are asking that all letters be mailed collectively.

(NOTE: The logo and the photograph on this page are from the Bread for the World web site: www.bread.org.)
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Learn more about Bread for the World
If you would like to learn more about Bread for the World, you can find a wealth of
information at www.bread.org and at www.institutenotes.org
Here is some basic information from Bread for the World’s web site (www.bread.org).
Bread for the World is a collective Christian voice urging our nation’s decision makers to end hunger at home and abroad. By changing policies, programs and conditions that allow hunger and poverty to persist, we provide help and opportunity far
beyond the communities in which we live.
How we do it: Bread for the World members write personal letters
and emails to and meet with our representatives in Congress.
Working through churches, campuses and other organizations,
we engage more people in advocacy.
Bread for the World works in a bipartisan way. We enjoy the
support of many different church bodies. Bread for the World
collaborates with other organizations to build the political
commitment needed to overcome hunger and poverty.
Why we do it: God's grace in Jesus Christ moves us to help our neighbors, whether
they live in the next house, the next state or the continent. Food is a basic need and
it is unjust that so many people go without enough to eat.
We can end hunger in our time. Everyone, including our government, must do their
part. By making our voices heard in Congress, we make our nation's laws more fair
and compassionate to those in need.
Our Mission: Bread for the World is a collective Christian voice urging our nation’s
decision makers to end hunger at home and abroad. By changing policies, programs
and conditions that allow hunger and poverty to persist, we provide help and opportunity far beyond the communities in which we live. It is a 501(c)(4) organization.
Bread for the World Institute provides policy analysis on hunger and strategies to
end it. The institute educates its advocacy network, opinion leaders, policy makers
and the public about hunger in the United States and abroad. It is a 501(c)(3)
organization.
Our History: In October 1972, a small group of Catholics and Protestants met to reflect on how persons of faith could be mobilized to influence U.S. policies that
address the causes of hunger. Under the leadership of the Reverend Arthur Simon,
the group began to test the idea in the spring of 1974. By year’s end, more than 500
people had joined the ranks of Bread for the World as citizen advocates for hungry
people. This small group has grown to a nationwide movement. In September 1991,
the Reverend David Beckmann succeeded Simon as president.
Page 12

Will YOU Help ?
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May Birthdays
May 1
John Tower
May 2
Sarah Beth Capito
Matthew Gentry
Mark Patton
May 3
Debra Proctor
Jamie Whitaker
May 4
Ramona Bobbitt
May 5
Christian Croxton
Emma Elliott
Vera Gramling
Barbara Howell
Mark Reeves
May 6
June Rose Garrott
Fred Trickey
May 7
David Sears
Nick Selig
May 8
Lynne Atkerson
Gil Calhoun
May 9
Ryan Gott
Lee McMichael
Lester Reeves
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May 13
Dot Deloteus
Randy Elliot
Caroline Hudson
B.J. Jordan
May 14
Steve Moore
Daniel Vos
May 15
Allison Botula
May 16
Graham Goodwin
Tim Gott
John Perkins, Jr.
May 18
John Kernohan
Alicia McFarland
Cathy Reynolds
May 19
Mandane Ennis
Nicole Guthrie
May 20
Robert Byrd
Michael Gardner
May 22
Caleb Johnson
Emma Simpson
May 23
Jackson Moore

May 24
Eric Bigler
Peggy Pack
May 25
Caroline Anderson
Hart Carwell
Lex Selig
Jan Volek
May 26
Pamela Napier
May 27
Mary Clemons
Cooper Smith
Peyton White
May 28
Matthew Byrd
Willie Byrd
Paula McMahan
Alex Oldham
May 29
Sheena Burkeen
Johnathan Guthrie
May 30
Erin Hall
Jean Lush
Karen Watson
May 31
Kelley Purpus

May Calendar of Events
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
2:00pm
Carillon
Ringers

2
8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday School
9:45am Sunday Morn.
Circle
11:00am Worship
12:00pm Healing &
Wholeness service
4:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
5:00pm CEWS
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High Youth

3

4

11:45am Circle
1:00pm Mon. w/
Arts
7:00pm English
Country Dancing

9:30 Staff Mtg.
7:00pm
11:00am Special
Chancel Choir
Care
12:00 PW Luncheon
4:30pm Peacemaking
7:00pm Deacons

Mother’s Day
8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday School
9:45am Sunday Morn.
Circle
11:00am Worship
4:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
5:00pm CEWS
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High Youth

10

11

10:00am Prayer
9:30 Staff Mtg.
Shawls
11:00am Special
11:30am Circle 9
Care
1:00pm Mon w/Arts
5:00pm Worship
Min.
7:00pm English
7:00pm Camera
Country Dancing
Club

9:15am Wed.
4:00pm
Morning Circle Property
9:30am Circle 6 Ministry

Confirmation
Class to Nashville

7:00pm
Chancel Choir

1:00pm Afternoon Prayer
6:30pm
Gordoneers

16

8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday School
9:45am Sunday Morn.
Circle
11:00am Worship
4:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
5:00pm CEWS
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High Youth

17

18 9:30 Staff Mtg.
1:00pm Mon w/Arts 11:00am Special
Care
7:00pm English
11:00am Finance
Country Dancing
Ministry
7:00pm Evening
Circle (date
change)
7:00pm Session

19

23

Pentecost
8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday School
9:45am Sunday Morn.
Circle
11:00am Worship
4:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
5:00pm CEWS
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High Youth

24

26

30

31

9

8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday School
9:45am Sunday Morn.
Circle
11:00am Worship
4:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
5:00pm CEWS
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High Youth

25

1:00pm Mon w/Arts 9:30 Staff Mtg.
11:00am Special
7:00pm English
Care
Country Dancing
7:00pm Christian
Education Ministry

5

12

6

13

20

11:00am
Circle 4

7

8

1:00pm Afternoon Prayer

11:30am
Mother’s
Day Picnic
at Covington Woods
Park

14

15

21

22

1:00pm Afternoon Prayer

6:00pm
5:30pm RainAm Shalom
bow Ringers
PLC Closing
concert
Dinner
7:00pm
Chancel Choir
7:00pm
Chancel Choir

27

28

29

1:00pm Afternoon Prayer

Memorial Day
office closed
7:00pm English
Country Dancing

Page 15

The Presbyterian Church
1003 State Street
Bowling Green, KY 42101
(270)843-4707

Non-Profit Organization
Permit No. 202
U. S. Postage Paid
Bowling Green, KY

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Monday, May 17th is the deadline for the
June 2010 newsletter.
Send your information to sheilareeves@bellsouth.net.
Newsletters are available on-line at www.bgpres.org

May 2010

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270)843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in
word and deed so that disciples are
made by means of inspiring and
engaging worship, relevant and
reliable education, compassionate
and caring fellowship, meaningful
and magnanimous outreach, to the
glory of God.”
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