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The fiscal/financial year at the
church runs from January to January, as does the calendar year.
One benefit of this is that we are,
annually, able to celebrate a great
Christmas Miracle. Not only do we
rejoice in the Savior’s birth in Bethlehem, but we also receive about
50% more in pledged income in
December than in any other month.
The Hallelujahs are heart-felt.
The above information about
year-end giving means that a midyear review of the church’s income
doesn’t exactly represent the midpoint in the church’s budgeted expectations. However, the numbers
for the first six months of 2009
(January through June) are available and under review. The very
good news is that the church is
$2865.00 ahead: income over expenses for the fist six months of the
year. The slightly troubling news is
that we have received $26,000.00
less than was budgeted in pledged
income, for the year-to-date. Again,
we anticipate that December will
bring great tidings of Good News,
as people use year-end giving to

Issue 8
complete their pledges. In the
mean time, every little bit helps!
Please try to keep your pledge current. I assure you that the officers
and the staff of the church are trying to be excellent stewards of your
generosity.
In the coming year (2010) it is
my hope that we will be able to
build our staff, and devote more
money to benevolences and mission causes. We anticipate that we
will be calling an Associate Pastor
for Christian Education. The search
committee is hard at work, and has
identified several promising people
to interview. We would be delighted
to have a name to bring to the congregation before the end of the current year, but we will gladly trade
speed for diligence in this process.
When the new Associate Pastor is
called and installed, my desire is to
also keep Clemette Haskins on our
staff. In order to do that, we will
need to see an increase of about
7% in giving to the church. I also
hope that we can continue to be
leaders in the Living Waters for the
World ministry, our local Churches
United in Christ Help Ministry, and
other forms of outreach we do in
thanksgiving to God.
(See The Year Ahead, page 7)

Don’t miss the update on the experiences of Caitlin Johnson
during her 2-year journey as a Peace Corps Volunteer in
Zambia, Africa. Caitlin is the granddaughter of Jody Johnson
and the niece of Greg and Melissa Johnson of our congregation. Caitie’s father, Gordon, who grew up in this church
recently visited her. Check out a few of his pictures and read
about Caitie on pages 10 through 12.
Please send information for the September newsletter to sheilareeves@bellsouth.net
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Music and Art
LITURGICAL ARTS FESTIVAL 2009
The Glory of the Organ
Sunday September 13, 2009

3:00pm

A Concert for Choir and Organ
The Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir
David Paul Gibson, Director
First Presbyterian Church Franklin Choir
Shirley Karrick, Director
First Presbyterian Church Russellville Choir
Mary Beth Dowden
Thomas N. Moody, Organist
Program to include the music of Bach, Brahms, Franck, Holst, Parry,
Mathias, Mozart and Rutter.
Reception to Follow in Fellowship Hall
*****
Monday September 14, 2009 1:00pm
Monday Afternoon with the Arts presents

PULLING OUT ALL THE STOPS
The Pipe Organ in America
An American Guild of Organists Video
Tea will be served at this program.
*****
Monday September 14, 2009 7:30pm
th
st

Organ Music from the 20 and 21 Centuries
Amir Zaheri, Organist
Program to be announced
Reception to Follow in Fellowship Hall
*****
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*****
Thursday

September 17, 2009

7:30pm

Organ Music from the Baroque Period
Mark A. Walker, Organist
Program to be announced
Reception to Follow in Fellowship Hall
*****
Saturday September 19, 2009

Dinner and Closing Concert
F. Anthony Thurman, Organist
Program to be announced
Dinner will be served at 6:15pm
Recital will begin at 7:30pm

You are invited to attend
The Closing Reception for the Needle Work and Fiber Art Show
Friday, August 14, 2009

5:00—8:00 p.m.

Come and support our members who are in the show.
Enjoy the total experience of the 3rd

Gallery Hop of the year.

Next art show announced
The next art show to be displayed in our
Fellowship Hall will feature the work of Myra
Dwyer, a new member of our church. Her
work will be on display from August 16th
through October 3rd with a closing reception
during the 4th Bowling Green Gallery Hop
on October 2nd.

Artist Myra Dwyer joined our
church in June. Her work will be
on display August 16th—October
3rd in our Fellowship Hall.

Monday Afternoon with the Arts will not meet during July and August.
Meetings will resume on Monday, September 14th
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Youth News
Montreat Summer Youth Conference
July 18-25, 2009
Montreat Sunday will be August 9th at the 10:00am Worship Service.
Come and hear our stories and music from the conference.
This year’s Sr. High attendees were Diana Bigler, Riley Finwood,
Emily Gaither, Dakota Gore, Kate Grise, Emily Purpus, Hannah Suh, &
Katie Thomison. Cheyenne Gore & Priscilla Suh attended youth
clubs. Kelly Goad, David Muffett, & Grace Suh were the adult leaders.
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Children’s Ministry News
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Congregational Care & Fellowship
History Room Report
Thanks to Larry Graham for shedding some light on the old Lelia G. bible that was
found. He remembered that children were given a good bible when they were able to recite from
memory a Bible verse and he recalls a cousin named Lelia Graham. Does anyone
else remember these events or this person? Your history committee wants to know.
Thanks also to James Harris who interviewed Top Orendorf and typed out Top's memories of
early Bowling Green. Those papers have been placed in the history room.
A registry of weddings performed in this church was compiled based on the papers we had
intermittently accumulated through the years. The list was typed alphabetically by both the bride's
maiden name and the groom's. This is not a complete document because thorough records
were not kept consistently through the years.
It is our intention to prepare as thorough a document as possible for Baptismal records. Churches are the only place that this information can be found. We will begin later in the
fall reading session books, bulletins and other certificate information to prepare this registry. If
you have a certificate you would like to share with the committee there is a history room box under the mail boxes in the church office. Please just leave us a copy there.

Summer activities are in full swing!
The summer schedule continues for the first four Sundays in August - the 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd.
8:30 am
Breakfast
9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
5:00 pm
CEWS (Casual Evening Worship Service)

PIG PICKIN’
TIME
On Sunday, August 30th, we will meet at the Beard’s Pavilion
on Garvin Lane to worship and enjoy our annual Pig Pickin’!
The outdoor worship service begins at 10:00 a.m. followed
by the church-wide potluck and an afternoon of
fellowship and fun!
Congregation members are asked to bring a dish according to their last name:
(A-J: Dessert, K-R: Salad, S-Z: Vegetable).
Bring a blanket or chairs and come enjoy some fun, food, and fellowship!
The first Sunday of September (Sept. 6th) marks the return to our regular schedule:
8:30 am
9:40 am
11:00 am
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Worship
Sunday School
Worship

The Year Ahead (continued from page 1)
Half-way through 2009, I can already see that
2010 is going to be a big year.
Churches and communities inevitably go
through transitions. I do not feel that The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green is still the
same church I came to serve in 2003. We’re
better. We are, I believe, a church that strives
for excellence; and feels that excellence is
more-and-more within our grasp. I am especially
encouraged about the staff we now have, and I
anticipate that the new Associate Pastor will be
yet another step up for us. We need to keep
growing in our broad welcome and outreach to
people, our creative expressions of worship, our
attention to the needs of children and their families, and our commitment to the practical forms
of discipleship required in our time.

Please think about all the ways you are connected to our church. Think about inviting others
to participate with you here. Pray daily for our
ministry. Consider (or reconsider) the importance of Sunday School. Support and compliment our fine staff, but do not be afraid to tell us
of any unmet needs you see. The middle of the
year is a good time to take inventory. What
we are is just the beginning of what we are
becoming. The challenge and the importance of
the ministry we share is great. We are on our
way to great things. God has blessed us, so that
we can strive to be a blessing in an everwidening circle.
And know you are loved.
Matthew

In Sympathy
Sympathy is extended to the following members and friends of
this church who have recently lost loved ones:
Jean Smith for the death of her grandfather Buck L. Brame
The Dawson family for the death of Rebecca Dawson
Russell and Nancy Moore for the death of their daughter, Echo Moore
Linda and Hoye Stewart for the death of her cousin, Mark Eastman

Page 7

Church & Local Community
New additions add to the beauty of our church
The Memorials Committee expresses gratitude, on behalf of the congregation, for the gift of
beautiful walnut doors. Larry and Beverly Graham, wishing to remember the Graham influence in
this church from its founding to the present, contributed native Warren County walnut lumber to
make the doors. They were modeled after the original Sanctuary doors and crafted by Richard
Zoellner, the son-in-law of Lynda Aldridge. Truly, they enhance the entrance to the Chapel and
Columbarium.
We celebrate the planting of new shrubbery for the front lawn.
The Memorials Committee, realizing that beauty is important
for God’s house, designated gifts for this enhancement,
as follow:
Dick Castle
Mary Duncan
Romaine English
Peggy Goad
John Henry
George Hills

Bill Koven
Lena Royse
A. C. Sears
Sallie Shrewsbury
Barbara Small
Virginia Wade

Associate Pastor nominating committee reports
The associate pastor nominating committee continues to meet and discuss candidates that have
been matched with our church or have made a self referral to us. We feel fortunate to have several good people to consider. Conversations with some have begun but we are still several
months from placing someone in this position. Please continue to pray that we discern the will
of God as we have discussions and/or meet these folks.
Donna Hill, Emily Sharp, Bruce Barrick, Chris Guthrie, Mary Dillingham, Ellen Selig

New Preschool Director
Due to the departure of Linda Hollifield (who has taken a position at TC Cherry), we have a new Preschool Learning Center Director. Dana Patterson, a native of Bowling Green, and WKU alumni, holds
a Bachelor's in Elementary Education with experience teaching third grade before coming to The Preschool Learning Center. She began teaching the four-year-old class in 2006. Due to the demand for a
high quality program such as the PLC, a second four-year-old class was offered. Dana is involved in
other ministries as well. She is currently the Christian Education Director at St. James United Methodist
Church and is married to Rev. Chris Patterson, the pastor of St. James. She is the mother to Alex, Cierra and Ben (a graduate of PLC). Dana is very excited to be taking over the Director's position for the
Preshool Learning Center.
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What I Saw and Heard
(Marty Deputy)

Wednesday evenings in August
Sponsored by the Peacemaking Task Force
6:00 pm
Includes a light supper (small charge)
When I was in first grade (1946), Miss Woody Delaney, my Sunday School teacher at the
Presbyterian Church said: “Love thy neighbor as thyself.”
“And who is my neighbor, Miss Woody?” I asked.
“Everybody around the world” she responded.
And so I will be presenting “Neighbors: What I Saw and Heard” on the first four Wednesday
nights in August. We’ll watch a different Power Point Presentation each evening. We’ll see
pictures of children, the countryside, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), markets, and
Presbyterians I traveled with.
AUGUST 5: Guatemala, April, 2009 “All the Children of the World” –
Guatemalan children, markets, and poverty. Introduction to CAFTA. Gold
mining in Guatemala and Honduras. “La Hija y La Puma” Guatemala, April,
2009.
AUGUST 12: Guatemala, June, 2008 “Guatemala, Nunca Mas!” —
Challenges to Justice – Visit with an indigenous family. Markets. NGOs. 200,000 deaths in the
90’s. Poverty and CAFTA. Other beliefs. School of the Americas.
AUGUST 19: Bolivia, the Country that Wants to Exist –
Evo Morales, First Indigenous President. A different way of thinking.
Racism and slavery today. Coca.

AUGUST 26: Venezuela, Feb. 2007 “ A Country with Hope” —
Hugo Chavez – Man with a dream or a dictator? Beautiful people.
Carnivale. National children’s orchestral music. Hopes were high.
I want to return! What is the truth?
We look forward to your experiences, questions, and lively discussions.
If you’ll send your e-mail address to me (at DEPUTYREF@aol.com) I will forward some
of the articles that I receive.
Reading ahead:
Open Veins of Latin America, by Eduardo Galeano.
Shock Doctrine , by Naomi Klein
Confessions of an Economic Hit Man by John Perkins
Presbyterian Church stand on CAFTA: http://www.pcusa.org/trade/cafta.htm
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Many were helped at “Consulado Movil Mexicano”
For the third time, The Presbyterian Church hosted the Consulado Movil Mexicano - Mobile
Mexican Consulate. Jean, Donna, Pamela, and Hayward from the Board of Deacons joined the fun
as we assisted the Consulate with 232 Passports and Matricula Consulars.
The action started on Friday, July 10th, as the hallways were decorated with red, white, and
green balloons and Mexican flags. We treated the consular officers to a delicious Mexican dinner
cooked completely by Josephina, who by the way, can cater any size Mexican meal.
US Bank set up a table to help open savings and checking accounts. La Luce del Mundo set up
concession stands at both doors with delicious “authentico” Mexican entrees and desserts.
Mi Vida Servicios de la Family and our church sponsored the event. Many of the people who
attended the event on Saturday, July 11th did not have the necessary documents and we'll be
assisting them with transportation to the Mexican Consulate Indianapolis so they can complete the
process.
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Church & World Community
Update on Caitlin Johnson’s Peace Corp Experience
by Jody Johnson
Caitlin Johnson has been serving a twoyear stint (February 2008-April 2010) as a Community Education Development volunteer with
the Peace Corps in Zambia, Africa. Caitlin lives
in an area of Zambia near the tiny village of
Chitindi. She resides in a hut built for her by the
natives of that village. Caitie, a graduate of both
B.G.H.S. and Vanderbilt University, is the
granddaughter of Jody Johnson and the niece
of Greg and Melissa Johnson. Caitie’s father,
Gordon, who grew up in this church, recently
visited her; the pictures accompanying this account were taken while he was there. For an
even more interesting and graphic account, see
the video on YouTube. GJinZ2 .
The villagers in Chitindi are not very tall. They
called Cait’s dad “Musunga” which means Big
White Man. - he is 6’5”. They were very excited
about his visit. The village historian arrived
(somewhat tipsy) to greet him and show him the
village sheet of births and deaths – the one
copy of their only record.
This spring Caitie experienced the frightening illness of her best friend and next door village neighbor Grace Banda. (Gordon called
Grace “Caitie’s angel”.) In Cait’s May 1 blog,
she writes, “After I returned from my trip to Zanzibar, Grace and I attended an HIV/AIDS workshop so we could do some planning on how to
address this issue in our community. However,
day 2 of the training, Grace came down with
cerebral malaria which is very serious and can
lead to brain damage and death. I spent most of
the week at the Chipata Hospital with her. Zambian hospitals remind me of pictures I’ve seen
of 1919 WWI hospitals. You have to see it to
believe it. (Grace did recover. For more of this
part of the story, read the May 1 blogspot.)
In Cait’s June 27th blog, she tells of returning to her village to begin a “new” nesting ex-

perience. While she was away, the Chitindi villagers completed her long promised new hut,
constructed from bricks made on site and
topped with a straw roof. There is also a separate unattached small storage room where she
keeps her food. Caitie blogs, “Fingers crossed,
No rats in the main hut; however, they are in the
kitchen where the food is stored – okay with me
as long as I don’t hear them munchin’ on my
precious chapstick, flip flops, shampoo bottle,
etc. The drawback to my new hut is that the
straw roof brings WAY MORE BUGS. I have
bites all over my body. Not sure what to do
about it; guess I’ll just keep itching.”
There is also an outdoor unattached “toilet”
which is merely a tiny enclosure with a hole dug
in the dirt floor, covered by a single brick which
one moves back and forth as needed.” Via
Cait’s verbal accounts, family learned that her
father could hardly believe the primitive bathroom facilities. She speculated that he photographed every toilet in Chitindi. Also, he had
trouble sleeping on a floor pad under the mosquito net because the mosquitoes (and other
insects) kept him awake by landing on the net.
She furnished him with some earplugs, and
sleep was sweet.
The huts have an area of dirt, no grass or
other plantings, around the structure. Cait’s actually also has a rickety fence to keep the roaming animals out. But the dirt surrounding each
hut is there because snakes are not likely to
slither through dirt. Villagers, including Caitlin,
sweep the dirt with brooms to keep it neater, but
her dad thought it just “stirred up dust.”
While Gordon was there, he attempted to help
Caitie with some of her daily tasks such as carrying water, etc. She wouldn’t let him help, stating that the men of the village are shamed if
they do any work and she didn’t want him to be
Continued on next page
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shamed.
The
women
of
Chitindi do it all,
including
the
hard work of
gardening
all
the food – a
task made even
more difficult by
the 2-1/2 mile
walk to/from the
garden area, carrying heavy baskets
on
their
heads on the return trip.

pay that they are almost volunteers. Their effort
is often driven by their desire to eventually earn
enough to attend college. Cait describes those
teachers as committed and diligent, eager to
help the children.

Gordon and Caitie traveled from Chitindi to
the capitol, Lusaka, by bicycle – a 25 mile distance uphill on a dirt road that has major ruts.
Most of Cait’s travel in Zambia is by bicycle, but
Gordon was definitely out of practice. He claims
to have fared pretty well, but the only picture of
this endurance test showed him walking the
bike.

In Chitindi, the dialect is Chewa Nyanja. Cait
has amazed the villagers by learning their language well enough to communicate with them
fairly easily. Some of them know a few words of
English. Caitlin celebrated her 24th birthday
while her Dad was there; he arrived with a suitcase of gifts from family and friends, after a
flight that took 30 hours, 27 of which were in the
air. There was only 1 stop - in Dakar, Senegal.

CJ at her cooking stove outside her hut in the Chitindi Village. All tasks such as cooking take place while squatting
on the dirt ground.

They took a bus to Victoria Falls, a frightening way to travel. Because of limited seating,
natives hang off the top and sides of the buses
during the harrowing too-fast ride on a dirt road
that is also traveled by various animals such as
pigs, chickens, and cows. Unless herded, the
animals are allowed to roam unattended. The
bus horn blasts constantly while the passengers
bounce around holding on for dear life. That
journey took them over narrow roads that had
no railings even in the most mountainous areas.
After alighting near Victoria Falls, Gordon said,
“Never again!” He and Cait hitchhiked back
and, later, flew in a small plane to a safari during which they saw every kind of animal that inhabits Africa. Shortly before his visit, a tragic
bus accident resulted in the deaths of three
young village teachers. Caitie often hitchhikes,
claiming it is a safe way to travel. Of course,
there are not many people who own cars. One
of her rides, for example, was with a priest.
As you may know, Zambia is a very poor country. The school system suffers from such a lack
of funds that the native teachers receive so little
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Right after Gordon’s visit, Caitie wrote,
“Yesterday we had a meeting to plan for the
teacher training I want to have for PTA chairpersons and head teachers to help them collaborate better. Topics will include leadership skills,
communication skills, conflict management, action planning, community mobilization, etc. I’m
really excited about it even though it is still in
the initial planning stages. I hope we receive a
grant for adequate funding.”

Caitie and Dad on the Zambizi River
during their safari.
An 8-year-old shepherd
boy poses with Grace
Banda and Caitie. His
task each day is to
shepherd the cattle in
the village. Cattle are
raised to be sold for
village funding. This
boy will be required to
shepherd the cattle until
he is 13. Only then will
he have earned the
privilege of attending
school.

If you wish to follow Cait’s journey even more
fully, you can read her blogs by logging on to
http://cjinzambia.blogspot.com. Her picture
accompanying the most recent blog shows her
with a nearly shaved head. She arrived in her
village in 2008 with long hair, but carrying water a long distance to wash her long hair in a
bucket became such a chore that she converted to the common hairstyle of the villagers
– very short, nearly bald, easy to keep. In her
more recent picture with Gordon on the Zambezi River, you will see that her hair has grown
out considerably.

The school children of Chitindi pose
with Cait and their teacher. They have
no desks, only long stone benches
with no backs.

Caitie works with villagers while they pound corn into
maize, an important staple for Chitindi villagers.

Zambians transport most items
such as these baskets on their
heads or on bikes.

A common sight is village children carrying
babies while balancing
heavy burdens on their
heads.

The village historian shows
Gordon the record of village
births and deaths.

85 year old Ambula, Caitie’s next door neighbor, lost her left
eye 17 years ago to a spitting cobra that struck when she
reached into a maize bin. Mamba snakes are also indigenous
to the region. A green mamba dropped to the floor through
Caitie’s hut roof a few months ago. Villagers killed it with their
garden hoes. The mamba venom is so toxic it can cause
death within a few minutes.

On their safari, Caitlin and her
dad talked with the owners of
this Jack Russell, originally one
of a pair. They learned that the
other pup was caught and eaten
by an alligator, apparently a
common occurrence in Africa.

Page 13

August Birthdays
August 1
Lauren Glasser
McClaine Hudson
Ella May
August 3
Dan Brown
Fred Higgins
August 4
Chuck Coates
Denise Carter
Garrett Evans
Matthew Spencer
Paul Spencer
Daniel Spichiger
August 5
Mike Alexieff
Susan Evans
Gregory Goodwin
Dan Stelling
Linda Yeoman
August 6
Claire Boggess
Robert Cash
Neil Howell
Wanda Hunt
Stephen Todd
August 7
Terry Flynn
Kalu Njoku
August 10
Jack Eason
Rebecca Simpson
Betsy Tyrie
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August 11
Judy Maples
Thomas Prow
August 12
Maya Lebedinsky
August 13
Reese Polen
August 14
Susan Begley
Todd Goodwin
Sonya Moran
Adam Todd
August 15
Lucia Maxson
Mabel Simmons
August 16
Chase Embry
Heather Kessler
Nan Moore
August 17
Annette Ballard
Sarah McCord
Heather Webb
August 19
Brenna Murphy
Dick Roberts
Mike Spencer, Sr.
August 20
Andee Rudloff
August 21
Margaret Winkenhofer
August 22
Madeline Davenport
Grace Suh

August 23
Ann Covington
Lee Ann Gerhardt
Deborah Matthews
August 24
Will Bowen
Lori English
August 25
Mac Reynolds
August 26
Erin Elliott
August 27
Nathan Love
Lee Truman, Jr.
August 28
Ron Ramsing
August 29
Jane Allen
John Stone
August 30
Wayne Hendrix
Kathy Higgins
Heather Zeller
Michael Zeller
August 31
Della Bruch
David Browning
Linda Oldham
Emily Purpus
Landen White

August Calendar of Events
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

4

5

8:30am Breakfast
9:00am Sunday School
9:00am College
7:00pm English
Group
Country
10:00am Worship
Dancing
5:00pm Worship
(CEWS)
5:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

3

9:30 Staff Mtg.
11:00am Special
Care
4:30pm Pcmkng.
6:00pm Missions
7:00pm Deacons

10:00am Youth
Workday
6:00pm Marty D.
presentation
7:00pm
Chancel Choir

9

10

11

12

13

14

Montreat Sunday
8:30am Breakfast
9:00am Sunday School
9:00am College
Group
10:00am Worship
5:00pm Worship
(CEWS)
5:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

PLC resumes
classes

9:30 Staff Mtg.
11:00am Special
Care
5:00pm Worship
Min

10:00am Youth
Workday
6:00pm Marty D.
presentation
7:00pm
Chancel Choir

4:00pm
Property
Ministry

10:00am Morning Prayer

16

17

7:00pm English
Country
Dancing

6

7

8

PLC Open
House
10:00am Morning Prayer

15

5:00pm Gallery
Hop

18

19

8:30am Breakfast
9:00am Sunday School
9:00am College
7:00pm English
Group
Country
10:00am Worship
Dancing
5:00pm Worship
(CEWS)
5:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

9:30 Staff Mtg.
11:00am Special
Care
11:00am Finance
Ministry
7:00pm Session

10:00am Youth
Workday
6:00pm Marty D.
presentation
7:00pm
Chancel Choir

23

25

26

9:30 Staff Mtg.
11:00am Special
Care

10:00am Youth
Workday
6:00pm Marty D.
presentation
7:00pm
Chancel Choir

24

8:30am Breakfast
9:00am Sunday School
9:00am College
7:00pm English
Group
Country
10:00am Worship
Dancing
5:00pm Worship
(CEWS)
5:00pm Rainbow
Ringers
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High
Youth

30

31

10:00am Pig Pickin’
3:00pm Beth Pope
program

7:00pm English
Country
Dancing

20

21

22

10:00am Morning Prayer

27

28

29

10:00am Morning Prayer
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“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in
word and deed so that disciples are
made by means of inspiring and
engaging worship, relevant and
reliable education, compassionate
and caring fellowship, meaningful
and magnanimous outreach, to the
glory 16
of God.”
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