
Hearing 
from God

How God communicates with you.
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Kick Off Discussion

What intimidates you the most about reading the Bible?
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hearing from God

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and fro training in righteousness, that 
the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good 
work. 

                                                                        -2 Timothy 3:16-17 

Scritpure (the Bible) is God speaking directly to us.
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Scripture
2,0000 years of writing, 66 Books, 40 Authors, 3 languages, 1 story
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Is It Trustworthy?
Besides pure faith, does anything else tell us the Bible is true?

• Backed up by extra-biblical writings like Josephus & Tacitus 

• Locations and major biblical figures are backed up by 
archaeological evidence like inscriptions, monuments and 
excavations of ancient sites and cities 

• Criterion of embarrassment: It presents human nature 
accurately and does not sound like propaganda. 

• Intertextual agreement between OT and NT. Like the fact 
that Christ fulfilled over 300 prophecies about his life, death, 
and resurrection.  
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Is It Trustworthy?
Evidence for the accuracy of Bible.
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Why Do We Value It So Much?
Scripture Creates Faith and Gives Eternal Life.

 The Bible is important because it reveals to us who God is and 
what he has done to give life to the world. It is the means God 
uses to point us to Christ. Apart from God’s Word, we would not 
know who Jesus is. God also uses Scripture to create faith in the 
hearts of his people. We say that the Word is powerful and 
effective for these reasons.  

A few places the Bible talks about this:  
Romans 10:17; Hebrews 4:12; John 6:63; John 20:31; Romans 1:16
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How Do I Read The Bible?
Understanding What Scripture Says.

Sometimes understanding what the Bible says is a big challenge. 
When we encounter difficult passages in Scripture, it is 
important to remember three things. First, all of Scripture 
focuses on Jesus. Second, Scripture agrees within itself even 
when it may appear to have a contradiction. We say that 
Scripture interprets Scripture. When you have trouble 
understanding a passage, you can turn to another part of the 
Bible to get some answers. Finally, Scripture is understood 
through its context. This means we take into account the setting 
of a book, its author, its audience, and other historical 
information when we read. 
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Applying God’s Word 
Understanding the impact of Law and Gospel on your life

People experience God’s Word differently in their daily lives. 
Sometimes, God’s word convicts, crushes, and stings. Other 
times, the words of Scripture encourage, strengthen, and enliven 
faith. The key to understanding why this happens is 
distinguishing between the two major teachings of Scripture - 
Law and Gospel. 

The Law is a command of God that tells people to do 
something. Human performance is at the center. 

The Gospel is the opposite. It reveals God’s work to save the 
world from sin. God is at the center here. 
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Applying God’s Word 
Distinguishing between Law and Gospel when you see it in Scripture.

The Law shows us God’s commands and how we have failed to 
keep them. It reveals to us that we are sinners who do not live up 
to God’s perfect standards. To put it bluntly, the Law kills. eg. 
Romans 7:7, Matthew 22:34-40 

The Gospel shows us God’s love and how he has accomplished 
what we could not do through Jesus. Jesus did live up to God’s 
perfect standard. He kept the Law and now gives his 
righteousness to all those who believe in him. In summary, the 
Gospel brings life. eg. John 3:16-17, Exodus 20:1-2  
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What Is The Benefit?
Spending time in the Bible can change your life.
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Connect & Reflect
1. How does today’s discussion change the way you see the Bible? 

2. What questions or struggles do you still have when it comes to 
the Bible? 

3. What would help you start to dive into the scripture? 

Challenge 
This week, try spending 15 minutes a day reading the Bible.  Don’t know where to 
start?  Open up one of the gospels, or find a reading plan on Explore Faith on 
thepointknox mobile app. 
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