
Connecting 
with God

Experience a real God for your real life.
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Kick Off Discussion

What do you think you have to do to connect with God?
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Encountering Grace

 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so 
that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them. 

                                                                        -Ephesians 2:8-10 

Discover what a real God for your real life means.
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Encountering Grace

God

man

Jesus’ work of grace Justification

 SanctificationThe World

How God makes a connection with you.

complete

incomplete
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Justification

Justification is God’s declaration that 
because Jesus lived, died, and rose from the 
dead for us we are forgiven and made new in 
God’s sight.  Another way to say it is this, 
because of Jesus’ work of grace we are made 
righteous in God’s eyes.  

A few places the Bible talks about this:  
John 1:14-16, John 3:16-17; Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 
3:23-24, Romans 5:1,

God

man

Jesus

Grace really is enough. 

work of Grace
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Sanctification

man  Sanctification is incompleteThe World

Growing in this new life of Grace.
Scripture says that when we connect to the grace of Christ we are 
given a new life. Sanctification is the process of the Holy Spirit 
transforming our lives to look more like Jesus.  This is a process 
where the Holy Spirit guides us in what it looks like to live out the 
grace of God in our everyday lives—to learn what it means to truly 
love the Lord your God, and your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 
22:36-39). 

A few places the Bible talks about this:  
John 13:34-35, Ephesians 2:10, Galatians 2:20, 1 Corithians 6:9-11
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A Relational God
God is connected to and concerned about you. 

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor 
about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 
26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add a 
single hour to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is 
thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be 
anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles 
seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  

34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the 
day is its own trouble. -Matthew 6:25-34 

A few places the Bible talks about this:  
Matthew 6:5-15, Matthew 11:28, Mark 2:1-12, Luke 7:11-17, John 16:5-15, John 17:14-24 
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Connect & Reflect
1. How does it make you feel to know there is nothing you can add 
to grace? 

2. What do you think it looks like to live out grace in your 
everyday life. 

3. Is it easy or difficult to see the God of creation as caring about 
you personally? Why? 

Challenge 
This week, read Ephesians, what is Paul (the author) telling you about grace, and 
how grace should impact the way you live your everyday life. 
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