
 THE 
NONNEGOTIABLES

CORE
 THESE ARE THE CORE NONNEGOTIABLES OF THE CHRIS-

TIAN FAITH.  THEY ARE THINGS WE FIND IN SCRIPTURE THAT 
GUIDE OUR UNDERSTANDING OF GOD.



CORE WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT...
God
We believe in one God, Creator of all things, infinitely perfect and eter-

nally existing in three persons - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Gen 1-2, Duet 

6:4, Exodus 20:1-3, to name a few.

Jesus Christ
We believe that Jesus was completely God and completely man. He was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He died on a cross 

as a sacrifice for our sins as foretold in the Bible hundreds of years before it 

actually happened. We believe Jesus miraculously rose from the dead, as-

cended into Heaven, and now acts as the only mediator between God and 

people. John 1:1-3, John 1:18, Matt 17:5, Col 1:15-20, to name a few.

Holy spirit
We believe the Holy Spirit is active among us today bringing conviction 

when a person has done wrong and creates the desire for forgiveness in Je-

sus Christ. He regenerates their heart and lives within them. His ongoing 

work is to guide, instruct and empower the believer to godly living.  Acts 1:8, 

Rom 15:13, 1 Cor 6:19, Eph 1:13

Humanity
We believe that people were created in the image of God for a loving re-

lationship with God. However, people have rebelled against God, actively or 

passively choosing to go their own independent way. We're therefore alien-

ated from God and suffer the corruption of our nature because of our sin.  

Gen 3, Psalm 14:3, Psalm 53:2-3, Romans 3, James 1:13-15



Salvation
We believe that Jesus willingly took our sinfulness upon Himself and died 

the death we deserved. He died in our place taking our punishment on him-

self so that we might have our relationship with God restored. We are only 

saved by Grace through faith in Jesus Christ .  John 14:6 Eph 2:8-10, Rom 

3:23-24, Col 1:21-22

The Bible
We believe that the Bible (both Old and New Testaments) have been 

given to humanity. We believe that the Bible originated with God. He inspired 

the writers to record what He gave to them. The Bible is our guide to know-

ing God in a deep and intimate way and also serves as our guide for life. 

John 20:31, 1 Tim 3:16

The Church
We believe that the church is the body of believers.  The church is made 

of flesh and blood, and not concrete and steel.  The church is made up of 

those that have been connected to Jesus Christ, and depend on his life, 

death, and resurrection as their only means to be reconnected to the one 

true living God.  A community of believers holding to the faith passed down 

as expressed in the creeds (Apostles, Nicene, and Athanasian).  The church 

is a community is then called to go out into the world connecting those far 

from God through the reflection of their transformed lives.  The church is a 

community of people who have been created in Christ to love the one true 

living God and to love their neighbor as themselves.  A community of people 

extending the same love and forgiveness that God first extended to them.  

Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37, 1 Cor 12:12-27, Eph 4:4-7
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The Sacraments
We believe that God has given us Baptism, Communion and Confession/ 

Absolution (Forgiveness) as a tangible means to pass on his love and for-

giveness as it was given to us through Jesus Christ. 

Baptism
We believe that through Baptism God adopts us through Jesus Christ as 

his children.  Children who have been given the full love and forgiveness of 

God.  Children who have been given news lives. (Romans 6, Titus 3:5-8)  

Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s com-

mand and combined with God’s word. (Matthew 28:19)  It works forgiveness 

of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all 

who believe this, as the words and promises of God promise. Mark 16:16

Confession & Absolution
We believe that when we confess our sins God, who is loving and faithful, 

will forgive our sins because of, and through, his Son Jesus and what he has 

done for us. Matthew 16:19, Psalms 103:12, 1 John 1:9

Communion
We believe that communion is a meal that was given to us by Jesus 

Christ himself before he went to the cross.  We believe that communion is 

actually bread and wine and at the same time it is the actual body and blood 

of Jesus Christ, as his last words and testament assert.  How this tension 

exists we can never fully comprehend but we accept this fact on faith alone.  

What does communion do?  It is a meal given to us for the forgiveness of 

sins, the strengthening of our faith, and the building up of the family of Christ 

until the day that he returns.  We trust in the words of scripture, “for this is 

my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness 
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of sins.” (Matthew 26:28).  When he says covenant he is saying this is my 

last will and testament so don't mess with it, but take it as precious gift 

which has been given to you.  

Who Can Take Communion
So if we shouldn't mess with it  by changing the meaning or adding to it, 

who should join in this meal?  The person that believes these words, “Given 

and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” The person that believes this is 

the actual body and blood of Jesus. That may sound weird, but trust that we 

are not weird and superstitious people.  We are just people who trust in the 

words that Jesus himself spoke. Trusting doesn’t mean full understanding! 

Therefore, anyone who believes this, and is baptized (Mark 16:16) is wel-

come to partake.  Anyone who does not believe this should not participate in 

this meal.  We believe the words in 1 Cor 11:27-30 that anyone who takes it 

in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgement on themselves.
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CORE THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 

The Ten Commandments
Exodus 20:1-17, Deuteronomy 5:6-21

1. You shall have no other God’s before me.

2. You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.

3. Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

4. Honor your father and your mother.

5. You shall not murder

6. You shall not commit adultery.

7. You shall not steal.

8. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

9. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

10.You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maid-

servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor

 Explanations in Luther’s Small Catechism 1525.  

The Lord’s Prayer
Matthew 6 & Luke 11

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen



I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

  maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

  born of the virgin Mary,

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,

  was crucified, died and was buried.

  He descended into hell.

  The third day He rose again from the dead.

  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty.

  From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

  the holy Christian Church,

  the communion of saints,

  the forgiveness of sins,

  the resurrection of the body,

  and the life everlasting.

Amen.
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