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1 Samuel 22 

David’s Four Hundred Men 

 
1
 David therefore departed from there and escaped to the cave of Adullam. So when his brothers 

and all his father’s house heard it, they went down there to him. 
2
 And everyone who was in 

distress, everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was discontented gathered to him. So he 

became captain over them. And there were about four hundred men with him. 
3
 Then David went from there to Mizpah of Moab; and he said to the king of Moab, “Please let 

my father and mother come here with you, till I know what God will do for me.” 
4
 So he brought 

them before the king of Moab, and they dwelt with him all the time that David was in the 

stronghold.  
5
 Now the prophet Gad said to David, “Do not stay in the stronghold; depart, and go to the land 

of Judah.” So David departed and went into the forest of Hereth.  

Saul Murders the Priests 

    
6
 When Saul heard that David and the men who were with him had been discovered—now Saul 

was staying in Gibeah under a tamarisk tree in Ramah, with his spear in his hand, and all his 

servants standing about him— 
7
 then Saul said to his servants who stood about him, “Hear now, 

you Benjamites! Will the son of Jesse give every one of you fields and vineyards, and make you 

all captains of thousands and captains of hundreds? 
8
 All of you have conspired against me, and 

there is no one who reveals to me that my son has made a covenant with the son of Jesse; and 

there is not one of you who is sorry for me or reveals to me that my son has stirred up my servant 

against me, to lie in wait, as it is this day.”  
9
 Then answered Doeg the Edomite, who was set over the servants of Saul, and said, “I saw the 

son of Jesse going to Nob, to Ahimelech the son of Ahitub. 
10
 And he inquired of the LORD for 

him, gave him provisions, and gave him the sword of Goliath the Philistine.”  
11
 So the king sent to call Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his father’s house, the 

priests who were in Nob. And they all came to the king. 
12
 And Saul said, “Hear now, son of 

Ahitub!”  

He answered, “Here I am, my lord.”  
13
 Then Saul said to him, “Why have you conspired against me, you and the son of Jesse, in that 

you have given him bread and a sword, and have inquired of God for him, that he should rise 

against me, to lie in wait, as it is this day?”  
14
 So Ahimelech answered the king and said, “And who among all your servants is as faithful as 

David, who is the king’s son-in-law, who goes at your bidding, and is honorable in your house? 
15
 Did I then begin to inquire of God for him? Far be it from me! Let not the king impute 

anything to his servant, or to any in the house of my father. For your servant knew nothing of all 

this, little or much.”  
16
 And the king said, “You shall surely die, Ahimelech, you and all your father’s house!” 

17
 Then 

the king said to the guards who stood about him, “Turn and kill the priests of the LORD, because 



their hand also is with David, and because they knew when he fled and did not tell it to me.” But 

the servants of the king would not lift their hands to strike the priests of the LORD. 
18
 And the 

king said to Doeg, “You turn and kill the priests!” So Doeg the Edomite turned and struck the 

priests, and killed on that day eighty-five men who wore a linen ephod. 
19
 Also Nob, the city of 

the priests, he struck with the edge of the sword, both men and women, children and nursing 

infants, oxen and donkeys and sheep—with the edge of the sword.  
20
 Now one of the sons of Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped and fled after 

David. 
21
 And Abiathar told David that Saul had killed the LORD’s priests. 

22
 So David said to 

Abiathar, “I knew that day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would surely tell Saul. I 

have caused the death of all the persons of your father’s house. 
23
 Stay with me; do not fear. For 

he who seeks my life seeks your life, but with me you shall be safe.”  

1 Samuel 23 

David Saves the City of Keilah 

 
1
 Then they told David, saying, “Look, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah, and they are 

robbing the threshing floors.” 
2
 Therefore David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go and attack these Philistines?”  

And the LORD said to David, “Go and attack the Philistines, and save Keilah.”  
3
 But David’s men said to him, “Look, we are afraid here in Judah. How much more then if we 

go to Keilah against the armies of the Philistines?” 
4
 Then David inquired of the LORD once 

again.  

And the LORD answered him and said, “Arise, go down to Keilah. For I will deliver the 

Philistines into your hand.” 
5
 And David and his men went to Keilah and fought with the 

Philistines, struck them with a mighty blow, and took away their livestock. So David saved the 

inhabitants of Keilah.  
6
 Now it happened, when Abiathar the son of Ahimelech fled to David at Keilah, that he went 

down with an ephod in his hand.  
7
 And Saul was told that David had gone to Keilah. So Saul said, “God has delivered him into 

my hand, for he has shut himself in by entering a town that has gates and bars.” 
8
 Then Saul 

called all the people together for war, to go down to Keilah to besiege David and his men.  
9
 When David knew that Saul plotted evil against him, he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring the 

ephod here.” 
10
 Then David said, “O LORD God of Israel, Your servant has certainly heard that 

Saul seeks to come to Keilah to destroy the city for my sake. 
11
 Will the men of Keilah deliver 

me into his hand? Will Saul come down, as Your servant has heard? O LORD God of Israel, I 

pray, tell Your servant.”  

And the LORD said, “He will come down.”  
12
 Then David said, “Will the men of Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul?”  

And the LORD said, “They will deliver you.”  
13
 So David and his men, about six hundred, arose and departed from Keilah and went wherever 

they could go. Then it was told Saul that David had escaped from Keilah; so he halted the 

expedition.  

David in Wilderness Strongholds 



    
14
 And David stayed in strongholds in the wilderness, and remained in the mountains in the 

Wilderness of Ziph. Saul sought him every day, but God did not deliver him into his hand. 
15
 So 

David saw that Saul had come out to seek his life. And David was in the Wilderness of Ziph in a 

forest.
[a]
 
16
 Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David in the woods and strengthened his 

hand in God. 
17
 And he said to him, “Do not fear, for the hand of Saul my father shall not find 

you. You shall be king over Israel, and I shall be next to you. Even my father Saul knows that.” 
18
 So the two of them made a covenant before the LORD. And David stayed in the woods, and 

Jonathan went to his own house.  
19
 Then the Ziphites came up to Saul at Gibeah, saying, “Is David not hiding with us in 

strongholds in the woods, in the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south of Jeshimon? 
20
 Now 

therefore, O king, come down according to all the desire of your soul to come down; and our part 

shall be to deliver him into the king’s hand.”  
21
 And Saul said, “Blessed are you of the LORD, for you have compassion on me. 

22
 Please go 

and find out for sure, and see the place where his hideout is, and who has seen him there. For I 

am told he is very crafty. 
23
 See therefore, and take knowledge of all the lurking places where he 

hides; and come back to me with certainty, and I will go with you. And it shall be, if he is in the 

land, that I will search for him throughout all the clans
[b]
 of Judah.”  

24
 So they arose and went to Ziph before Saul. But David and his men were in the Wilderness of 

Maon, in the plain on the south of Jeshimon. 
25
 When Saul and his men went to seek him, they 

told David. Therefore he went down to the rock, and stayed in the Wilderness of Maon. And 

when Saul heard that, he pursued David in the Wilderness of Maon. 
26
 Then Saul went on one 

side of the mountain, and David and his men on the other side of the mountain. So David made 

haste to get away from Saul, for Saul and his men were encircling David and his men to take 

them.  
27
 But a messenger came to Saul, saying, “Hurry and come, for the Philistines have invaded the 

land!” 
28
 Therefore Saul returned from pursuing David, and went against the Philistines; so they 

called that place the Rock of Escape.
[c]
 
29
 Then David went up from there and dwelt in 

strongholds at En Gedi.  

1 Samuel 24 

David Spares Saul 

 
1
 Now it happened, when Saul had returned from following the Philistines, that it was told him, 

saying, “Take note! David is in the Wilderness of En Gedi.” 
2
 Then Saul took three thousand 

chosen men from all Israel, and went to seek David and his men on the Rocks of the Wild Goats. 
3
 So he came to the sheepfolds by the road, where there was a cave; and Saul went in to attend to 

his needs. (David and his men were staying in the recesses of the cave.) 
4
 Then the men of David 

said to him, “This is the day of which the LORD said to you, ‘Behold, I will deliver your enemy 

into your hand, that you may do to him as it seems good to you.’” And David arose and secretly 

cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. 
5
 Now it happened afterward that David’s heart troubled him 

because he had cut Saul’s robe. 
6
 And he said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do this 

thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, seeing he is the 

anointed of the LORD.” 
7
 So David restrained his servants with these words, and did not allow 

them to rise against Saul. And Saul got up from the cave and went on his way. 
8
 David also arose afterward, went out of the cave, and called out to Saul, saying, “My lord the 



king!” And when Saul looked behind him, David stooped with his face to the earth, and bowed 

down. 
9
 And David said to Saul: “Why do you listen to the words of men who say, ‘Indeed 

David seeks your harm’? 
10
 Look, this day your eyes have seen that the LORD delivered you 

today into my hand in the cave, and someone urged me to kill you. But my eye spared you, and I 

said, ‘I will not stretch out my hand against my lord, for he is the LORD’s anointed.’ 
11
 

Moreover, my father, see! Yes, see the corner of your robe in my hand! For in that I cut off the 

corner of your robe, and did not kill you, know and see that there is neither evil nor rebellion in 

my hand, and I have not sinned against you. Yet you hunt my life to take it. 
12
 Let the LORD 

judge between you and me, and let the LORD avenge me on you. But my hand shall not be 

against you. 
13
 As the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Wickedness proceeds from the wicked.’ But 

my hand shall not be against you. 
14
 After whom has the king of Israel come out? Whom do you 

pursue? A dead dog? A flea? 
15
 Therefore let the LORD be judge, and judge between you and 

me, and see and plead my case, and deliver me out of your hand.”  
16
 So it was, when David had finished speaking these words to Saul, that Saul said, “Is this your 

voice, my son David?” And Saul lifted up his voice and wept. 
17
 Then he said to David: “You 

are more righteous than I; for you have rewarded me with good, whereas I have rewarded you 

with evil. 
18
 And you have shown this day how you have dealt well with me; for when the LORD 

delivered me into your hand, you did not kill me. 
19
 For if a man finds his enemy, will he let him 

get away safely? Therefore may the LORD reward you with good for what you have done to me 

this day. 
20
 And now I know indeed that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel 

shall be established in your hand. 
21
 Therefore swear now to me by the LORD that you will not 

cut off my descendants after me, and that you will not destroy my name from my father’s 

house.”  
22
 So David swore to Saul. And Saul went home, but David and his men went up to the 

stronghold. 
 

 

 

 

Luke 12:1-31 

New King James Version (NKJV) 

Luke 12 

Beware of Hypocrisy 

 
1
 In the meantime, when an innumerable multitude of people had gathered together, so that they 

trampled one another, He began to say to His disciples first of all, “Beware of the leaven of the 

Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 
2
 For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, nor hidden 

that will not be known. 
3
 Therefore whatever you have spoken in the dark will be heard in the 

light, and what you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be proclaimed on the housetops.  



Jesus Teaches the Fear of God 

    
4
 “And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have 

no more that they can do. 
5
 But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He 

has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him!  
6
 “Are not five sparrows sold for two copper coins?

[a]
 And not one of them is forgotten before 

God. 
7
 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more 

value than many sparrows.  

Confess Christ Before Men 

    
8
 “Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of Man also will confess 

before the angels of God. 
9
 But he who denies Me before men will be denied before the angels of 

God.  
10
 “And anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but to him 

who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven.  
11
 “Now when they bring you to the synagogues and magistrates and authorities, do not worry 

about how or what you should answer, or what you should say. 
12
 For the Holy Spirit will teach 

you in that very hour what you ought to say.”  

The Parable of the Rich Fool 

    
13
 Then one from the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with 

me.”  
14
 But He said to him, “Man, who made Me a judge or an arbitrator over you?” 

15
 And He said to 

them, “Take heed and beware of covetousness,
[b]
 for one’s life does not consist in the abundance 

of the things he possesses.”  
16
 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded 

plentifully. 
17
 And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no room to 

store my crops?’ 
18
 So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and 

there I will store all my crops and my goods. 
19
 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many 

goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.”’ 
20
 But God said to him, 

‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you 

have provided?’  
21
 “So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”  

Do Not Worry 

    
22
 Then He said to His disciples, “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you 

will eat; nor about the body, what you will put on. 
23
 Life is more than food, and the body is 

more than clothing. 
24
 Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap, which have neither 

storehouse nor barn; and God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds? 
25
 

And which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 
26
 If you then are not able to do 



the least, why are you anxious for the rest? 
27
 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil 

nor spin; and yet I say to you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
28
 

If then God so clothes the grass, which today is in the field and tomorrow is thrown into the 

oven, how much more will He clothe you, O you of little faith?  
29
 “And do not seek what you should eat or what you should drink, nor have an anxious mind. 

30
 

For all these things the nations of the world seek after, and your Father knows that you need 

these things. 
31
 But seek the kingdom of God, and all these things

[c]
 shall be added to you 

 


